
 
 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 

   
 

Appeal from Lexington County 
Honorable Debra R. McCaslin, Circuit Court Judge 

Appellate Case No. 2025-000368 
   

 
 THE STATE,  
 
          Appellant, 
 

vs. 
 

 CHAD EUGENE GIBBS, 
 
          Respondent. 

   
 

RECORD ON APPEAL 
   

 
 
ALAN WILSON 
Attorney General 
 
MARK R. FARTHING 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
 
   Post Office Box 11549 
   Columbia, SC 29211 
   (803) 734-3727 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR APPELLANT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
J. TODD RUTHERFORD 
Appellate Counsel 
 
AUSTIN D. NICHOLS 
Appellate Counsel 
 
   Rutherford Law Firm 
   Post Office Box 1452 
   Columbia, SC 29202 
   (803) 256-3003 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT 

Sep 15 2025



INDEX 

Index.   ............................................................................................................................................. i 

Transcript from Guilty Plea Hearing (February 24, 2025).   ...........................................................1 

Indictments.   ..................................................................................................................................48 

Arrest Warrants.   ...........................................................................................................................74 

Sentencing Sheets.   .......................................................................................................................78 

Bail Proceeding Form (dated February 22, 2020).   ......................................................................80 

Order Concerning Bond (dated July 23, 2020).   ...........................................................................82 

Order Setting Defendant’s Bond (dated August 26, 2020).   .........................................................85 

Order Clarifying Bond (dated February 10, 2021).   .....................................................................87 

Consent Order to Travel (dated February 12, 2021).   ...................................................................90 

Notice of Appeal (dated February 26, 2025).   ..............................................................................91 

R. i



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA * GENERAL SESSIONS
*

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON * TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD
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P R O C E E D I N G S

(The following proceedings started at 12:48 p.m.:)

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's call the case, please.

MS. WEISS:  Your Honor, we have 2020-GS-32-06005, the 

State versus Chad Eugene Gibbs indicted for sexual 

exploitation of a minor, first degree, pleading to sexual 

exploitation in the second degree.  That indictment has been 

true billed.  And 2020-GS-32-06026, the State versus Chad 

Eugene Gibbs indicted for sexual exploitation of a minor, 

first degree, pleading to sexual exploitation in the second 

degree.

(Indiscernible) true-billed, and being represented by 

Mr. Rutherford.

Please raise your right hand.

CHAD EUGENE GIBBS

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows:

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Your Honor, do you want us to stand here 

or -- I'm not sure where the camera is best to pick us up, so 

I didn't want to...

THE COURT:  Well, there is no -- 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE:  They can hear.

THE COURT:  There is no camera.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Okay.  I'm sorry.

THE COURT:  The victim said that --

R. 2



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4

MR. RUTHERFORD:  They didn't want to see the -- yes, 

ma'am.

THE COURT:  --- (indiscernible) see y'all, but can you 

hear, I guess is my question. 

?

:  Yes, ma'am, we can hear.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.

All right.  They can hear.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Mr. Gibbs, are you under 

the influence of any drugs or alcohol today?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Have you ever been treated for any type of 

mental illness?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  And you know you have a right to this jury -- 

a jury trial on this charge?  In fact, I've scheduled this 

trial on the week of March 24th, so you are on the jury trial 

docket because it is an old case and it needs to be moved. 

But let me explain to you, I know Mr. Rutherford has told 

you, but you're entitled to a jury trial on this charge.  You 

could present a defense, you could call witnesses, you could 

have your lawyer cross-examine any of the State's witnesses, 

but when you plead guilty, you give up all your jury trial 

rights, including your right to remain silent.
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Let me ask you, Mr. Gibbs, have you talked to 

Mr. Rutherford about all your jury trial rights?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  And, at this time, are you going to waive 

those rights and go forward with a plea of guilty?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  That's sexual exploitation, second degree.  

It carries not less than two years, meaning that I've got to 

give you two years, but no more than ten.  Oh, I'm sorry, 

there's two counts.  I was looking for the other indictment. 

And you have another one, same charge, and it still 

carries the same thing:  Two years and no more than ten.  

Is that your understanding of what you're pleading guilty 

to today?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  Both these indictments have been 

true-billed.  The one ending in 026 states that, on or about 

October the 11th of 2019, it states that you did have, it 

looks like, a picture -- a nude picture of a minor. 

Are you pleading guilty or not guilty?

THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  And then same date but this indictment ends 

in 025, same thing, that you had a photograph of a minor that 

was nude.  

You're pleading guilty or not guilty?

R. 4
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THE DEFENDANT:  Guilty, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  It appears that you made this photo.

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Video, Your Honor.  Video.  You've got 

still shots, but it's two videos.

THE COURT:  Videos.

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT:  And what I've got is two still shots that 

they've already shared with me.

All right.  Let me ask you, Mr. Gibbs:  Has anyone 

promised you anything to get you to plead guilty today?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Did anybody force you, threaten you to get 

you to plead guilty today?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  And are you pleading guilty freely and 

voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Are you satisfied with your lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  Now, let me turn to the State. 

I'm going to ask them to give me the facts to this case, and 

then I'll come back to you.  And then I also want to go over 

this permanent restraining order and forfeiture order 

afterwards.

R. 5
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MS. WEISS:  Do you want me to go over the basic facts or 

do you want me to give you the whole recitation at this time?

THE COURT:  You can give me the whole presentation at 

this time.  I'll call on the victims to speak after I've 

accepted the plea.

MS. WEISS:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please the 

Court. 

This incident began, for law enforcement purposes, on or 

about February 15th of 2020 when the victim in this case, who 

is present on the screen, was 15 years old.  

On that day, she disclosed to her mother that her 

stepfather, the defendant, who is now ex-stepfather, had been 

sexually abusing her for the past several months, and it 

actually had gone on for a time before that.

They call law enforcement, and law enforcement came out 

to the house to take a report.  While law enforcement was at 

the house -- and just so the Court knows, Detective -- he's 

not a detective anymore; he's gotten promoted -- Daniel Smith 

with the Lexington Police Department is here today for the 

plea, Your Honor. 

And law enforcement came out to the house and spoke to 

her about her statement and had an idea at that point of the 

proposed charges, what they were looking at.  And the 

defendant came driving by the victim's house.  So they pointed 

out that was his car. 

R. 6
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They stopped his car.  They started to talk to him.  They 

asked him to come back to the station, and they took his phone 

from him at that point.

In talking to him, he gave a statement.  I think it's 

important to know that, in his statement, he immediately said 

that the victim had been -- that the victim had, that he had 

had to be a disciplinarian that week and that he had had to 

reprimand the victim for her choices at school and her 

internet activity and -- because he had told her she could no 

longer go to Singapore to stay with her dad during the summer. 

Her dad does civil contract work in Singapore.  She could not 

go, that she had been crying and threatening suicide, and 

suddenly was very depressed.  And so they were mean parents. 

So, since she was happy that he had left to go DJ an 

event -- that's why he wasn't supposed to be there, that's why 

she felt safe to tell her mother at that time what was going 

on -- he said he's either been at a job or with his friends or 

with his wife every second of the last ten days.

So that was his immediate reaction when he was spoken to 

by law enforcement.  

Your Honor, the phone that was taken, based on the 

statements that the victim had given, to include photographs 

that she knew had been taken, law enforcement got a search 

warrant and downloaded the phone.  On that phone were not the 

photographs that she had described being taken, but on that 
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phone were two videos of her taken without her knowledge at 

all at 15 years old, October 11th of 2019, months before he 

was ever stopped.

The first video was taken on October 11th, 2019, at 

1:47 in the afternoon, and these pictures show the victim in a 

state of nudity at 15 years old.  You can see that the phone 

is slid under the bathroom door because you can see the 

doorknob.  

He then pulled it back out and held it up to make sure it 

was recording, so there is a picture of him that you can see 

very clearly.  He then slid the camera back under the door, 

where you can see the bottom of the door and her feet.  He was 

looking and then slid the camera under the door, pulled it 

back out, with another picture of him, and then went back 

under the door to continue getting pictures of her as she was 

-- and we spoke about this because, originally, my memory was 

there was a towel -- obviously, I pulled these more recently 

to get ready for this and realized there was a mitt -- there 

was some tanning lotion that she used, and so it's believed 

she may have been applying tanning lotion at this time.  Any 

which way, it was her, completely nude, 15 years old.

The second video was taken on October 11th, 2019, at 

5:53 p.m.  So that is going to be another four hours after the 

first video.  That video shows the bottom of her feet, so he's 

going under her door again, same door.  And then -- and 
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there's music playing.  She's dancing in there, and obviously, 

there's a video.  I know Your Honor probably does not want to 

watch the entire video, but this is just significant 

screenshots which is the basis for the plea, Your Honor. 

There's no doubt that it was Mr. Gibbs that was taking 

it.  There is no doubt that it was , who was 

the victim in the case and is present, and she's able to 

identify herself in her bathroom in that video that he was 

taking.

Even more disturbing to the State is that not only did he 

take the video and when he was confronted about the video, 

claimed that she was acting out and he was trying to make sure 

she wasn't smoking pot in the bathroom, I believe is what one 

person had said that the defendant had said.  But he took two 

videos without her knowledge and still had them on his phone 

in February of 2020 when he was -- when the phone was taken. 

So he didn't just slide it under the door to see something.  

He slid it under the door to get the video, keep it, and hold 

onto it.

On his phone were apps for sharing child-related videos.  

We can't say whether or not anything was shared.  What we do 

know is that the video -- that the pictures that the victim 

had reported were not found on his phone.  

So there are several other charges that the State -- 

obviously, due to the fact that each one of these charges 

R. 9
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would be a separate trial, the defendant was charged with two 

more counts of sexual exploitation of a minor, first degree; 

two counts of sexual exploitation of a minor, third degree; 

one count of attempted sexual exploitation of a minor, first 

degree; criminal solicitation of a minor; three counts of 

criminal sexual conduct with a minor, third degree; and two 

counts of disseminating obscene material to a person under 18 

for videos that he showed to her. 

Each of those would require a different trial at a 

different time.  And the victim is trying to move on with her 

life.  She is 20 years old at this time.  So this was the 

offer that was made. 

This case was originally scheduled for trial back in 

2021.  The defendant agreed to this guilty plea in 2021 and 

obtained a second attorney.  He had James Snell, who was also 

his attorney on this case.  

And so I left the offer on the table until Mr. Rutherford 

had a chance to talk to him about it, which, to my 

understanding, occurred within the last couple of weeks, and 

it became confirmed that he was going to plead to it. 

Obviously, if he did not plead today, these offers would be 

revoked, and we'd be going to trial in one month from today.

Your Honor, his exposure was reduced significantly from 

40 years -- from six to 40 years, three to 20 on each charge, 

down to two to 10 years or four to 20 consecutively.  And this 

R. 10
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occurred in Lexington, South Carolina, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  Let me ask you, Mr. Gibbs:  You 

heard the Attorney General's Office.  Do you agree with those 

facts?

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Materially, Your Honor, not -- not to 

anything of any apps being on it to share any child stuff. 

None of that was on the phone.  Don't know what that's about. 

And, clearly, the videos were not shared with anyone, but 

materially, we agree as to why we are here.

THE COURT:  And it meets all the elements of sexual 

exploitation, second degree?

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Is that true, Mr. Gibbs?

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Sorry.  

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Let me go over a couple of 

things before I accept this plea.  First, I've got a Consent 

Order for forfeiture of equipment that was seized.  I'm 

assuming this was back in 2022.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  2020, I believe, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  2020.  And I've got several things:  an Apple 

laptop and then I've got the iPhone.  I would imagine those 

are the two -- I am seeing stuff listed below it, but I think 

that was just the results from it.  

MS. WEISS:  Yes, Your Honor.  This stuff listed below it 

R. 11
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is the reason.  There were multiple items that were actually 

seized from the house.  To be clear, there were 21 items that 

were seized.  Of those 21 items that were reviewed, those were 

the two that had material on them that is illegal, and that's 

why the State is asking for forfeiture of those two 

specifically.

THE COURT:  That's where these videos were found?

MS. WEISS:  The videos, the file-sharing apps, and other 

SCM charges that we're dismissing that would have met those 

charges as well.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Your Honor, we've signed the Forfeiture 

Order, so we're good with the forfeiting but not the 

commentary but certainly with the items.

THE COURT:  For the laptop and the iPhone.  

Let me ask you, Mr. Gibbs:  Is this your signature?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  I've signed this Order.  Those 

items will be forfeited.

Also, I have a Permanent Restraining Order.  So let me go 

through this with you.  This is for an . 

You are to have absolutely no contact with her whatsoever. 

That is at her residence, driving by her residence, by 

telephone, by any app whatsoever, Google, Facebook.  There's a 

million and one of them that I could name for you.  But 

anything that has any communication capability, you are not to 

R. 12
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use to try to get in touch with .  Do you 

understand?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Also, this includes her family.  Leave her 

family alone.  Any work or place of education that she may 

attend, you're not allowed to go there again.  It's prohibited 

from any communication or attempting to communicate with her.

You're also prohibited from having a firearm because this 

box is checked.  You can't have a firearm.  Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  This charge would prohibit you from having a 

firearm anyway.

Now, let me tell you, if you violate this Order, I can 

put you in jail up to five years.  And I'm the judge that 

would do that.  Do you understand me?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Any violation whatsoever.  All right.  I've 

signed that.

Now, let me ask Ms. Weiss:  I want to make sure that I 

get all of it.  This is a violent crime.  It's classified as 

violent, but is it a strike?

MS. WEISS:  It is not, it's my understanding.

THE COURT:  Does that mean it's not 85%?

MS. WEISS:  It's not 85%.  It's a 65% crime, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  It's a 65% crime.  Do you understand that, 

R. 13
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even though it's violent, it's not 85% and it is not a strike, 

is what they're telling me.  Also, this is a straight-up plea.

Now, I will let you know, it does carry the Sex Offender 

Registry.  You're going to have a lot of hoops to jump through 

on the Sex Offender Registry.  In fact, I'm just going to tell 

you right now that you're going to be monitored for life 

regardless of what I sentence you to.  You are going to be 

monitored for life.  I don't know that this is the GPS, is it?  

The mandatory?

MS. GRANT:  Yes, but they can -- after 30 to 35 years, 

depending on the crime, they can, I guess, write a petition to 

have it removed.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  I'm sorry, Your Honor?  I didn't --

THE COURT:  She's telling me that it's the GPS 

requirement.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Not on this one.  On this charge?

THE COURT:  Let's double-check because I don't want to 

tell him anything that's wrong.  I know that they'll monitor 

it.

MS. WEISS:  I know CSC first and third.  I don't know...  

THE COURT:  If I had a law clerk, they would know.  And I 

apologize for not knowing.

MS. GRANT:  Yeah.  All right.  I'm searching our Power 

DMS to see if it lists the charges that are eligible.

It's not listed in here.  

R. 14
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THE COURT:  Okay.  She says it's not listed in there.  So 

it's not GPS monitoring, but they still will monitor him for 

the rest of his life.

What is this?  A Tier 2?

MS. WEISS:  I think it's (indiscernible).  

THE COURT:  I think it might be a --

MR. RUTHERFORD:   We believe it's Tier 1, but again, this 

stuff is so --

THE COURT:  Regardless, it's still 25 years as a Tier 1.  

He can petition to get off the Sex Offender Registry.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  When he's 70 -- almost 75 years old.

THE COURT:  So -- but I'm just telling you, the Sex 

Offender Registry, you've got to jump through a bunch of 

hoops.

Also, I will tell you, I think he might be subject to the 

Sexual Predator Act.  So if I send him to jail, he's going to 

be evaluated before he gets out. 

Do you understand that, Mr. Gibbs?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  And they can keep you for as long as they 

want to, regardless if you've served your time or not.

All right.  I'm going to accept the plea.  I find it to 

be freely, voluntarily, and intelligently made.  You've had 

the advice of excellent counsel.  There's no need -- I see the 

sentencing sheet says "waives presentment to the grand jury," 

R. 15
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but is the second offense not --

MS. WEISS:  The wording is just not technically a lesser 

included.

THE COURT:  Lesser included?

MS. WEISS:  That is not in the statute and the wording 

isn't exactly the same, so it's cleaner to say "waives 

presentment."

THE COURT:  All right.  Well, you know, to make sure that 

I've covered all the bases on this plea, Mr. Gibbs, we have 

lesser-included offenses.  You were originally indicted for 

sexual exploitation of a minor in the first degree; however, 

they're letting you plead to a second.  They're telling me the 

language might be that you need to waive presentment of the 

second degree -- waive presentment of your indictment to the 

grand jury.

So let me ask you:  Are you willing to do that on both of 

these charges in order to go forward today?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.

All right.  I'd like to hear from the victims if I could.

MS. WEISS:  We can start with the parents, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Is this the mom?

MS. WEISS:  Yes.

:  Your Honor, my name is , 

and I am the mother of , the former spouse of 

R. 16
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the defendant, Chad Gibbs.  I write this statement to share 

with you why we're here today in the sentencing of Chad Gibbs 

for the charges of sexual exploitation of a minor in hopes 

that our experience will assist in the Court's decision in 

sentencing.

I wish to share the impact that Mr. Gibbs has had on my 

daughter, myself, and my family, and why we're asking for the 

maximum sentence possible in this hearing. 

On February 15th, 2020, over five years ago now, my 

daughter, , found the courage to share with me 

what had been happening to her at the hand of Chad Gibbs.

 was 15 years old in 2020; however, the abuse she 

experienced by my then-husband, her stepfather, Chad Gibbs, 

had been happening since she was a little girl, starting when 

she was only nine years old.

Chad Gibbs came into my life after a traumatic divorce.  

He painted us a picture that he was a caring man who loved 

Jesus and was active in the church, a hero, and someone who 

would be a good father to my two children.  I started my life 

over with Chad Gibbs and my two young children, foolishly 

believing that he was a good person who loved me and my kids. 

The truth is, while I was at work or fast asleep after working 

two jobs to pay the bills, he was a sexual predator, and 

 was the prey.

 kept silent about what was happening to her 

R. 17
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because he had her convinced the touching and grooming and 

sexual exploitation was normal.  He had her afraid to say 

anything to anyone, so she lied for him and kept her secrets 

and her shame so I wouldn't have to hurt again.  My own 

husband had me and so many others completely fooled about the 

person he really is.

When  finally gathered enough courage to tell me 

about the abuse she had been enduring over the previous six 

years on that fateful day in 2020, she told me that she waited 

until the day after Valentine's Day because she knew the truth 

would destroy our family and my happiness.  This child was 

willing to keep the pain and the fear she was experiencing out 

of sacrifice for herself.   was a child just starting to 

learn about the world and how it all worked when Chad Gibbs 

stole her innocence by inflicting physical and psychological 

abuse and his insatiable need for sex and power.

In order to tell me what was happening to her,  had 

to find a safe way to get me away from the house and her 

abuser without his knowledge because he had conditioned her to 

believe that he would kill me or her younger brother, , 

if she said anything. 

Chad threatened  that he knew where to hide our 

bodies if she said anything about what he was doing to her.  

He had her believing that, she wouldn't be believed because 

she was a troubled child and he was so well-liked and admired.  
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It wasn't until after  told me what been happening to 

her that I learned just how capable of psychological fear and 

manipulation Chad Gibbs is.

As soon as  told me what was happening, the 

Lexington County Police were immediately called and came to us 

within minutes.  After the police detained Chad Gibbs for 

questioning, we hurried to pack up our essentials and flee -- 

and our pets -- to flee the home for safety as quickly as 

possible. 

Chad's behavior turned desperate and sinister after we 

left.  He tracked us down where we were staying.  He stole any 

valuables he could find of ours.  He left ominous messages and 

notes for  and I to find in unexpected places in the 

home to continue his psychological abuse and control through 

fear. 

I had to go to great lengths to ensure my children's 

safety.  And despite my efforts, Chad knew all of our 

movements, tracking us and finding ways to contact us through 

various friends on social media, even with an Order of 

Protection in place.

 moved out of the country to get away from her 

abuser, leaving her life in South Carolina behind.  I had to 

say goodbye to my daughter, and the 16 years I had to raise 

her was cut short.  I missed out on an opportunity to be there 

for her as she reached a critical time in her life and missed 

R. 19

VICTIM

VICTIM

VICTIM

VICTIM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

out on the opportunity to see her for her first car, her first 

prom, and missed being there for her graduation from high 

school because she had to leave.

The emotional toll that  has had to recover from 

what has happened to her has been debilitating at times.  She 

struggled for years to find healing and peace and is forever 

changed by what Chad Gibbs did to her.  The entire family has 

sought therapy to try and find healing, but the scars will 

never fully heal from what he has done.  The aftermath of what 

Chad Gibbs has done to our family is still evolving even five 

years later.  Our world was turned upside-down because of him 

and his need for sexual satisfaction through power and 

control, and my children are forever changed because of the 

abuse that he inflicted upon them.

I've had to move to seek an extra level of safety but 

with limitations on how far I will venture knowing the 

Protection Orders are my only relief from any retribution that 

Chad Gibbs seeks.

Since learning the truth about Chad Gibbs, I've lived in 

constant fear that the nightmare of who he is will come true 

and he will find me and take his revenge.  My daughter 

struggles daily with the trauma from her experiences from Chad 

Gibbs.  My son struggles with trauma from the abuse, and I 

still have nightmares about what he has done to my daughter 

and what he could have done to me if  hadn't spoken up. 

R. 20

VICTIM

VICTIM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

Our family has been ripped apart by his actions.  I lost 

my daughter, my idea of a good husband, and my life as I 

thought I knew it.  He has ruined our relationship with the 

church, shaking all of our faith in God due to his false 

pretenses for the purpose of manipulation.  Our family has 

suffered such tragedy by his actions, his need for power and 

control and sexual exploitation.  He must be removed from 

society where his evil cannot be continued.

I anticipate the defense will argue that this is Chad 

Gibbs' first offense and he is not a serious risk; however, 

that is simply because he has never gotten caught.  Chad Gibbs 

is incredibly intelligent and very skilled at evading the law. 

He has found a way to manipulate the South Carolina court 

system to evade sentencing, living as if he was free for the 

past four years.  

Allowing him any leniency in sentencing puts the rest of 

the community at risk for his tactics of manipulation, 

exploitation, and abuse.  He has a pattern of finding 

vulnerable women who can take full advantage of him [sic] 

sexually and monetarily.  He's a talented actor, making people 

believe that he is the victim of untruths and bad 

circumstances.

I myself, a successful, well-educated individual was not 

immune to his charms, having no doubt in my mind that other 

victims would come forward if they knew they had a voice to 
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stand up to him.  Chad Gibbs is a complete wolf in sheep's 

clothing and a complete danger to society.

 spoke up about her abuser and it is because of her 

bravery and courage that we're here in front of you today. 

Knowing how smart and capable Chad Gibbs is, he is a threat to 

be removed from society for the maximum amount of time.  While 

we understand that not all of the charges Chad Gibbs is facing 

are in front of the courts to determine sentencing, we ask 

that you please understand the person who is pleading guilty 

today in determining how long he should be kept away from 

society. 

We understand the circumstances that bring us in front of 

the courts today with a lesser plea than what we feel he 

deserves.  We agree with why the State has made the offer they 

have to Chad Gibbs.  It means we can finally end the fear we 

face daily knowing he is walking free amongst society.  We can 

no longer be afraid that he will hurt our family or previous 

victims or hurt others.

I would ask the Court to apply the maximum sentence to 

the charges that Chad Gibbs is pleading to.  Without keeping 

him away for a very long time, it won't just be  that he 

hurts, but it will be someone else's little girl or some other 

unsuspecting woman charmed by his ways who falls victim to his 

tactics.

Based on what I know about the man that I married, the 
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man is a monster who deserves a life sentence to keep him away 

from ever hurting anyone again.  20 years does not seem long 

enough for a sexual predator to be kept away from society.  He 

is already receiving a benefit of not facing much more time.  

 will have to live with what he has done to her for the 

rest of her life, forever changed by his actions.

Because of this, I plead with the Court to sentence him 

accordingly to the full 20 years so justice may be served for 

what he has done.  Only then will we find some sense of 

justice and know that her courage in speaking up against her 

abuser will not have been in vain.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you, Ms. West.  I appreciate it.

Y'all give me just one second.

MS. GRANT:  With his offense, the statute says he may be 

ordered by the Court.  So that's why it wasn't showing up on 

the Power DMS because it was showing the "must be."  So his 

falls under the "may be."

THE COURT:  Can I see the lawyers for just a second?

(Pause in the proceedings while the Court confers with 

the attorneys off the record.)

THE COURT:  Okay.  Can I hear from the next victim?

MS. WEISS:  The victim's father, , would 

like to address the Court.

THE COURT:  All right, .  I'll be happy to 

hear from you.
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:  Okay.  Thank you, Your Honor.  Yes, I 

have a short statement.  It's in three sections.  The first, I 

believe, is Mr. Gibbs is a serious danger to all women and 

children, especially .  He's caused grave damage to 

 and to my son, , 's younger brother.

Over the last six years, we've seen  become 

socially withdrawn.  She has difficulty with relationships.  

She's distracted by her surroundings.  She always feels on 

edge.  We feel that -- we've noticed that she feels she's 

being watched in the daytime.  At night, she feels she's being 

watched.  It makes it difficult -- difficult to sleep, even 

six years later.

From 2018 forward,  displayed (indiscernible) often 

suicidal ideations, beginning with written communications with 

Mr. Gibbs while she was in my care in Japan.  I was with her 

when this happened, and I took her to the hospital.  I found 

Gibbs' messages to her very suspect and weird.  When I brought 

her to therapy on the Marine Corps base in 2019, I didn't know 

this behavior was actually the beginning of 's trauma 

caused by Gibbs.  This was documented by medical reports and 

numerous counselors in Japan; in Singapore; Washington, D.C.; 

in California; and Washington state. 

I believe Mr. Gibbs' destructive behaviors are patterns 

which have occurred for years prior to the evidence you see 

before you from 2019.  
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's youthful innocence and happy nature began to 

deteriorate as soon as she was moved to South Carolina when 

she was 14.  We saw it.  Her grandfather saw it.  Her brother 

saw it.

Mr. Gibbs' actions reveal a general disregard for legal 

orders.  Despite being ordered not to communicate with her, on 

July 4th, 2020, I saw the text message exchanges and the 

mailing of gifts to the house, which continued after the Order 

not to do so.  Gibbs used social media accounts on Instagram, 

's social media accounts to manipulate her, coerce her, 

trick her, and denigrate her but entering her accounts, 

deleting information, and locking her out.

Mr. Gibbs possesses personal, private, and confidential 

data about , her mother, and members of both families, 

including me.  Through electronic communications using this 

data, I believe Gibbs has proven to manipulate  and 

others.

I believe strongly that Mr. Gibbs has caused financial 

and emotional harm to , her brother, her father, both 

grandfathers, and both grandmothers, aunts, uncles, and 

friends.  The effects of Gibbs on  are clear and obvious 

of severe complex trauma, mental health issues, substance 

abuse, and difficulty with relationships, including the 

relationship with me.  This has caused us time and hard-earned 

money to talk, travel, coordinate, guide, and assist her with 
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her development, and to be a functioning member of our 

American society, more than her brother, , receives from 

us.  

's future opportunities have been reduced by the 

actions of Gibbs.  There is substantial effort every day by 

's extended family to keep her on track and keep 

progressing in life.  

I believe Mr. Gibbs is a flight risk and a risk in his 

future should he be discharged from the court system and 

entered back into society.  Although his financial resources 

are diminished due to an inability to keep employment and he 

does not enjoy former business relationships with , 

he has used tax evasion schemes via creative business expense 

accounting in the past, so he knows how to sort of get along.

Advertised as just a stepfather, Mr. Gibbs created court 

filings which complicated our family court case, and I believe 

strongly that the interest to move to South Carolina in 2018 

was to isolate the children away from supervision by me and 

the extended family in California.  Of course this was 

successful.

Finally, through communications and through the use of 

social media, I believe Mr. Gibbs is aware of where the 

children are and where they moved to, and this knowledge about 

our family, equipped with technical ability, is a serious risk 

to us in the future should he exit the prison system.
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Again, thank you for hearing our case today.

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, .

MS. WEISS:  Your Honor, the victim wants to make a 

statement, but the State and the victim want to make sure that 

the defendant can hear the statement.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  We can stand up here, I guess, Your 

Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.

MS. WEISS:  Do you want to stand up there, or I was going 

to say we can bring the --

THE COURT:  Does the speaker work?

(Pause in the proceedings.)  

THE COURT:  Okay.  We can turn ours down and turn your 

speaker up.  We're going to adjust the volume for the 

courtroom.  Thank you, Melinda.  

All right.  Let me make sure everybody can hear. 

, can you hear?

:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  We can hear you perfect all over the 

courtroom.  All right.  I'll be happy to hear from you.

:  Your Honor, my name is , 

and I would like Chad Gibbs to receive the maximum sentence 

possible.  Throughout my life, I have been diagnosed with 

various mental health disorders such as PTSD, 

trichotillomania, excoriation, anxiety, bipolar type 2, 
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borderline personality disorder, ADHD, panic disorder, social 

anxiety disorder, severe depression, and an eating disorder.

Since I got diagnosed with PTSD at a young age, I have 

been dealing with nightmares, waking up in cold sweats, 

flashing images, and memories of him and experiencing physical 

symptoms throughout the day.

I'd get flashing images of him along with a rush of 

anxiety from my head to my chest, throughout my body, causing 

me to have to -- causing me to shake or have chills.  It has 

become noticeable over the years with people often asking me 

what's wrong or if I'm cold.  Sometimes these feelings are 

recurring, happening over and over again at once, as well as 

the shivers.  I sometimes physically feel what was happening 

to me again in my pelvic region.  

There are many things that trigger it such as seeing 

Steelers logos, breweries, certain clothing items, his old 

truck logo, certain arm tattoos, or anything that resembles 

him.  I even have difficulty seeing or hearing his name, and I 

ask people to refer to him as something else. 

There are many occasions PTSD occurs randomly where I 

don't know what causes it.  Occasionally, when I'm very 

stressed out, I hear him yelling and calling my name when no 

one is around or everyone is asleep.  

It has also affected my work performance.  There has been 

countless times that I call out of work due to emotional 

R. 28



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30

stress as well as having to hide away in the bathroom to calm 

myself down or asking if I can leave early.  I have had 

anxiety attacks at work and uncontrollable crying spells to 

the point where I cannot be physically present.

It has also affected my education.  Especially while 

living with him, I received F's in school.  I could not 

concentrate on my homework or even fully participate in class 

without living in fear and a constant reminder of what I went 

through.  There have been times that I've had to leave in the 

middle of a presentation during class so I could cry in the 

bathroom.  

I was diagnosed with skin-picking and hair-pulling 

disorder.  For years now, I've had to deal with compulsively 

pulling my eyelashes out and picking at my skin when I'm 

anxious and stressed to the point where it bleeds.  I have 

scars all over my body, and it makes me so frustrated as to 

why I can't stop.  I don't realize what I'm doing until 

someone points it out or I see blood or hair on my fingers. 

This started freshman year of high school.

What I went through has caused chaos in my social and 

romantic life.  I would get panic attacks before any social 

gathering, specifically if there were going to be men present. 

The panic attacks got so severe, I vomited and I used to 

compulsively harm myself to try and calm down.  It made me 

feel like I was going insane. 
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When I go out in public and I see men, I feel anxiety and 

paranoia come back up, and I have to convince myself they're 

not going to hurt me.  

I've also had significant trouble in my romantic 

relationships.  Whenever I'm in a relationship with a man, I'm 

constantly worried they're manipulating me or waiting for the 

right time to abuse me.  I lash out and I stop talking, when, 

in most cases, they did nothing wrong.  It became a constant 

cycle.

Since I was punished or isolated, anytime I got to see 

other people, I didn't have the ability to properly socialize.  

I'm still trying to figure out how to have healthy 

relationships with people.  I have lost many friendships due 

to my mental issues with my previous friends telling me "I am 

not your therapist."  

I can't express my childhood without bringing up trauma 

because that's all it was since the age of nine.  I constantly 

think people are out to get me, lying, or manipulating me, and 

my trust issues have gotten the best of me.  The stress and 

anxiety made so much of an impact on me, it shows through my 

physical health.  

I have difficulty eating and keeping food down.  At a few 

points in my life, I was 30 to 40 pounds underweight with 

doctors saying, if I lost anymore, I would need to be 

hospitalized.
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In my first two years of Lexington High School, the 

mental agony I felt showed through my physical appearance the 

most.  I was underweight and had severe cystic acne and 

bruises all over my body as well as noticeable dark circles 

and eye bags from stress.  Because I looked physically ill on 

a daily basis coming to school, people started calling me 

names, saying I look like a crackhead or a heroin addict or a 

toothpick or just flat out ugly.  I put pounds and pounds of 

makeup on and wore baggy clothes to hide my body every 

day.

Suicidal ideations and self-harm has always been a 

problem for me ever since the age of 12.  I attempted suicide 

a few times and have been hospitalized twice.  I did 

neurofeedback outpatient treatment, group therapy, DVT 

therapy, etc.  I'm currently on 400 milligrams of lamotrigine, 

which I use as a mood stabilizer for borderline personality 

disorder and bipolar disorder since antidepressants have never 

worked on me. 

I have been in and out of treatment due to financial 

hardships, and I know I will need to stay in therapy for the 

rest of my life.  I do not wish this on anyone.  I do not want 

to live in a constant state of fear that I will get attacked 

or murdered, and I don't want other women or children to go 

through the same thing I did, which is why it's extremely 

important he stay in prison for the maximum amount of time 
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possible.

THE COURT:  Thank you, .

Anyone else?

MS. WEISS:  That's all.

THE COURT:  All right, Mr. Rutherford.  I'll be happy to 

hear from you.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please 

the Court.

These are always difficult cases and especially given the 

fact that we allow victims wide latitude in speaking before 

the Court, but the reality is this:  The alleged victim in 

this case made allegations against my client because he had 

taken pictures of her.  That's what led law enforcement to go 

and get his phone, and when they did, they found no such 

thing.  Period.

And so had my client chosen to go to trial, obviously, 

the first attack would have been on the victim's credibility 

because that, which she told law enforcement, was proven by 

his own phone not to be true.  And how do we know this? 

Because the two videos that we are pleading guilty to today 

were taken four months before he was stopped and his phone 

taken by law enforcement.  No attempt to delete those videos, 

which is why we are here.

Had he taken pictures, they would have been with those 

videos.  They would have been on other places on his phone. 
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The solicitor said he had child-sharing apps.  That's not 

true.  What he had were torrent files.  We already told Your 

Honor and he said that day that he was a DJ.  DJ's download 

music, as Your Honor probably did, and what happens when you 

do that are torrent files.  

Your Honor has signed enough search warrants to know and 

done enough ICAC cases to know that, when they find this stuff 

on the phone, it's everywhere.  It's on the phone.  It's on 

the laptop.  It's everywhere.  

It was nowhere.  It was nowhere.

There were two videos on his phone that, again, were 

recorded by the genius way of sliding a phone under a door.  A 

telephone, not a hidden camera like we've seen in other cases. 

He didn't hide it under the rafters.  He didn't put it in the 

toilet paper holder.  It was a telephone under a door. 

As he indicated to law enforcement that day -- and this 

is what is important because it corroborates what happened 

later -- she wanted to leave to go to Singapore, and he told 

her no.  He was investigating whether she was smoking 

marijuana, and so he stuck his phone under the door because 

she was in there, and as you can tell by this, twice that day 

with the door closed.

Now, in fact, he had no business doing that.  We agree 

with that.  That's why he's pleading guilty.  He's not an 

internet sleuth.  He's not seeking to take videos of her every 
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time she went into the bathroom.  This was a phone under the 

door, which, no matter how you do it, it's still a phone going 

under the door.

According to the video and according to what we know to 

be fact, she did not know it.  So we are pleading guilty 

because he did something he was not supposed to do, but she 

didn't know that he did it.  And that was the only thing on 

his phone, on his laptop, on all the things that we have since 

forfeited, were the two videos that she didn't even know that 

he took.

And so the impact that we have heard today about the 

testimony could have only come because they shared with her 

what happened.  It was certainly not because of his actions, 

even though it ended up that way. 

I say all this because, again, he is, for the rest of his 

life, as Your Honor stated, unless he lives past the age of 

73, impacted by this.  He has a Permanent Restraining Order, 

and he understands what that means.  He cannot go around 

anybody on that side of the table.  He has no desire to and 

has moved to Pennsylvania to get away from all this, but he 

cannot get away from the Sex Offender Registry.  It will 

follow him wherever he goes.

As Your Honor stated, it is, for the rest of his life, he 

has to go through the sheriff's department, or however often 

they make it, he's got to sign his name, got to wait on them 
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to come back to him.  It is an incredible imposition for 

someone that had no prior record leading up to this.

As Your Honor knows, because Your Honor has seen these 

cases, when we get these cases, there are thousands of images 

that people download.  They have all kind of sharing stuff. 

Not here.  Not here.  He was 43 years old when this 

happened.  There was nothing to indicate he did anything prior 

to that point.  And, in fact, the evidence refutes -- it 

refutes the fact that he did because they had phone, the 

computer, and everything on that list.  He didn't know they 

were coming.  And those two videos were four months old and 

that was it. 

He was such a predator that, in four months, he had done 

nothing else.  But you can't stick a phone under a young 

lady's door, and he knows that, and that's why he's willing to 

be on the Sex Offender Registry.

He wishes to apologize to this Court, to the victim, to 

the victim's family, to everybody involved.  It was wrong.  It 

was wrong.  But it is not what they're alleging it to be. 

The reason why we plead these cases typically is to not 

put the victim through a trial.  It feels like we kind of had 

a mini trial today, and it continues -- and I'm not trying to 

say that she's a liar; I'm trying to say that my client can 

rely on the evidence to prove that what she said leading up to 

this simply is not corroborated by fact and that where we are 
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now is a case that is five years removed when it happened.

She now lives in a different place.  She now lives where 

she said she wanted to go that day, what he told law 

enforcement that day.  If that's where she lives, they will 

have no contact.  

He will have no contact with the stepmother of the 

victim.  They are not together anymore.  He has moved on.  He 

has continued to be -- he was a DJ and now he's a 

videographer.  He's been on a GPS monitor.  And the reason why 

that's so significant, even when probation said that that may 

be required afterwards, is because of the imposition that that 

has on anyone's life.  

And it kind of gets me every time I hear people say, "Oh, 

it's just GPS."  Well, then you do it.  You walk around with a 

monitor on your leg and show up to places and try to wear 

shorts, have people see that ankle monitor and wonder what 

everyone thinks about you.  You walk around knowing that the 

Government, at any point they get ready, can tell where you 

are and see where you've been.  You do it, if it's not that 

bad.

The reality is this:  In the last five years, he has not 

committed a single other crime.  Had he been on probation, he 

would have completed it by now.  In fact, because Your Honor 

knows, if you get on probation and you do well, you can get in 

three.  It's now been five.  
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He does not wish any harm on the victim.  He wishes her 

well.

But, Your Honor, we have reached the point now where we 

are pleading guilty because of what the trial would put the 

victims through, but we are recognizing that saying things 

don't make them so.  Where we are is a young man that is now 

48 years old that, at best, would be on the Sex Offender 

Registry for the next 25 years, having every six months at 

worst sometimes to go check in with law enforcement, to go sit 

in that lobby, to tell everybody and register online that he's 

a sex offender, where he can live, where he can work, what he 

can do.  The impositions are enormous.  Enormous.

And rather than put the victim through a trial, he is 

willing to do all of that for these two videos.  We aren't 

minimizing.  We're just giving the facts.  

Your Honor, what we are asking Your Honor to do is to 

give him a sentence that recognizes that a plea does save the 

victims from having to go through a trial, save the victim's 

family from having to go through a trial.  And although, 

hopefully, they have never had to do it, they can certainly 

know what to expect that anytime you have a juvenile 

testifying to something where there's evidence that disproves 

exactly what she's saying.

We would ask that Your Honor give him a term of six 

years, give him credit for the time that he has served 
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because, again, Your Honor, he continues and will forever be 

punished by this.  He will have no contact.  He stipulated to 

the Permanent Restraining Order.  He will have no contact with 

South Carolina.  He has moved on and will continue to, and we 

only hope that the victim and the victim's family are able to 

do the same.

THE COURT:  Does the ex-wife still live in -- 

, do you still live in South Carolina?  I don't 

want to know where you live --

:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  --- but still in South Carolina.  Okay.

And I assume your daughter comes home to visit?

:  She lives in California now, Your Honor, and 

it's tough getting her to come out here so I usually have to 

go to California.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Well, she looks just like you. 

You look just like your mom.

MS. WEISS:  Your Honor, may I just respond?

THE COURT:  Sure.

MS. WEISS:  I appreciate what Mr. Rutherford was saying 

about the statement that Mr. Gibbs gave when he was first 

arrested.  I just want to point out, that's what Mr. Gibbs 

said.  That's what his statement was, that the victim was a 

liar, from the beginning, that she was a troubled child and 

she was a liar.  Her wanting to go to Singapore and leave 
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South Carolina was what he said, not what she said.  That's 

the whole point.

Whether he is a computer genius, I would -- based on the 

information I've gotten from the family, he is very, very 

well-versed in computers, and the only thing we know is that 

he has not been caught and arrested him for a crime since he 

left South Carolina, not that he hasn't committed one.  We 

don't know what's on his phone right now.  We're not 

investigating that.

So I appreciate what the defense said, but what we are 

here for is -- because when the victim said she was a victim 

and they took his phone, yeah, he didn't have the stuff on 

there that she knew he had.  He had the stuff on there that 

she had no idea he had taken.  And he had torrent files with 

bits and pieces that were not -- they were not music on his 

phone.  They were the bits that they could find.  

There are a lot of places to hide -- there are a lot of 

places to hide things from your phone and your computer. 

You're aware of it.  You've done the ICAC cases and others. 

The defense is aware of it, and I think Chad Gibbs is most 

aware of it.  

And I know Mr. Rutherford said he was not calling the 

victim a liar, but I want to point out that it's the victim's 

truth that got the phone that got the videos that we are here 

about today.  And the victim was here in 2021 from Singapore 
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ready to testify, ready to go to trial against Chad Gibbs, and 

the victim was ready to go to trial again.

We're not saving the victim.  We're saving the victim 

from spending the next 40 years coming and trying every single 

one of these cases.  But the victim was ready to testify.  

This victim is strong.  This victim told the truth.  And 

that's why we have these videos, which is why we started with 

these, because there is no question that this defendant slid 

it under the door and took videos and then pulled it out and 

put it at his face so we know exactly who took those videos 

and he can't call anybody else out for doing that because it's 

his face on the video.  That's why we started with that.

I just want to be clear.  You know, Mr. Rutherford said 

he wasn't calling her a liar, that it was her truth that got 

us to where we are today.

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything else, Mr. Rutherford? 

Would Mr. Gibbs like to address the Court?

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Your Honor, I don't want that back and 

forth again.

THE COURT:  No, I don't want that back and forth either.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  And if, in five years, you haven't found 

something, you can't sit here and allege that it may be there 

because you haven't found it.  You had five years of the phone 

and five years of the computer.  If it was there, you would 

have found it. 
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Mr. Gibbs would like to apologize, as I stated, and I 

just wanted to be clear to the Court, for being here and just 

the recognition of what he's going to have to endure 

regardless of this sentence Your Honor gives him.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Anything, Mr. Gibbs?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  I'm going to tell you, these are hard cases. 

There's no doubt about it.  And I'm going to tell you, they 

get twice as hard when they get this kind of age on them. 

I hate that it's taken this long, and I'm just going to 

tell you, , I'm sorry that it's taken this long to have 

this case heard.  We're trying to move the old ones, but I 

hate that it's lingered on for you.

I have done a ton of these cases, more than I care to 

tell you that I've done.  I will tell you this, though:  He 

will be monitored for the rest of his life.  He will not be 

allowed to be around young children.  They're going to tell 

him where he's got to live.  They've got rules that he must 

follow.  He must register in any county that he lives in or if 

he ever moves.  

If not -- and let's just say he doesn't, the penalty is 

stiff.  It is mandatory jail time.  And you can rest assured 

we have a whole division that works just on these kind of 

cases for people who are on the Sex Offender Registry.  So let 

me kind of put your mind at ease on that.  I'm just telling 
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you, it would follow him for the rest of his life.

Now, as to sentencing, I'm going to decline to do a 

consecutive sentence.  You know, they give judges sentencing 

ranges.  Not every case is a max case.  There's a low end for 

a reason.  And I'm not telling you that this is a low-end 

case, but there's an in between.  What he did was wrong, 

there's no doubt about it, and I don't like it, but I don't 

see that it's one of those cases that I feel that I need to 

run it consecutive.

I also don't see -- and I'll tell you, Mr. Rutherford and 

Ms. Weiss, I don't see any need to do any kind of split 

sentence because he's going to be monitored one way or the 

other through Probation, through the Sex Offender Registry. 

It's got a lot of power.  They will monitor him.  So I'm going 

to decline to do that.  They're going to do it anyway.

All right.  Now, let's talk about the time that he 

served.  So, Mr. Rutherford, let me hear from you on what you 

think it is, and then I'll hear from you, Ms. Weiss.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Your Honor, I can tell you, I have 

computed it.  It is 1,831 days, and this time, it is accurate. 

That would be from February 21st of 2020 to Monday, 

February 24th of 2025.  We would ask that he get credit for 

that time being that that was the time that he spent monitored 

on GPS.  

We know that Your Honor is able to give that credit based 
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on State vs. Arthur Fields.  It was a case that, in fact, the 

Attorney General's Office argued, and the Court of Appeals 

indicated that it is up to the sentencing judge to determine 

how much credit someone -- how much time someone gets on GPS 

monitoring prior to incarceration or prior to the sentence 

being given.

What is clear is that he could not get a -- because this 

is a violent offense, he could not get house arrest 

post-conviction, but he can get credit for pre-conviction.  We 

would ask for the credit for 1,831 days.

THE COURT:  And let me hear from you, Ms. Weiss.

MS. WEISS:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

Under Section 24-13-40, computation of time served, it 

says that, "In every case, in computing the time served by a 

prisoner, full credit against the sentence must be given for 

time served prior to trial and sentencing and may be given for 

any time spent under monitored house arrest."

That is not this situation here, Your Honor.  This 

defendant was not under house arrest.  And, in fact, this 

defendant was under a Consent Order to pay for his own 

monitoring -- not that -- he obviously would have to pay for 

it, but to be under monitoring in lieu of a revocation.  

Because we were before this Court, in front of a different 

judge, for a bond revocation, and he agreed to stay on 

electronic monitoring, and he was supposed to give any change 
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of address to his attorney and to the State.  We know he has 

been living in multiple addresses, and we have not gotten 

change of addresses.  We know there have been issues with the 

monitoring.

The reality is, he was not on house arrest and that is 

what the statute says.  And, therefore, he should not get any 

credit for his monitoring that he went on to avoid a bond 

revocation, because he was driving by the victim's house, 

because he was doing other things to violate bond prior to 

getting out of here and going to Pennsylvania.  And the only 

thing we can say is that we know he's been in Pennsylvania 

since he was ordered by the judge that he could go to 

Pennsylvania.

There was an issue -- he said he was going to go to 

Atlanta.  The judge said he could go there if there wasn't a 

child living there.  It came to the State's attention there 

was a child living there.  He never did go and live in that 

house in Atlanta after that bond revocation hearing, but 

that's what he had said.

That is the issue, Your Honor.  This is not about -- this 

is not about somebody who's just been -- who's been sitting at 

home just waiting for their opportunity to come to court.  He 

has been out working.  He has been out traveling.  He has he 

has been out doing what he wants to do on a monitor to avoid a 

revocation of his sentence, and he was not on house arrest.
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MR. RUTHERFORD:  Your Honor, we disagree that it was done 

to avoid the revocation; however, we also would assert that it 

doesn't matter.  And, in fact, in the Arthur Fields' case, he 

was given credit by Judge Maddox for time where he was not 

even being monitored but he was simply meeting with the 

Attorney General's Office, and the Court said that that was 

fine.  The Attorney General's Office did not appeal that to 

the Supreme Court, and so that is still valid law.

We would ask that you give him the credit for those 1,831 

days, believing that, again, the Attorney General's Office 

still knows all that about him.  They know all that about him 

because of this GPS monitor.  They know all that about him 

because he was being monitored during that entire time.

Other defendants that show up out of court, they don't 

have any information about them because they're not on 

anything.  They have it on him.  We would ask that he get 

credit for that time and that the law allows that.

MS. WEISS:  Your Honor, this was amended in 2023.

THE COURT:  Was there ever a revocation hearing?

MS. WEISS:  There was, back when the electronic 

monitoring Order was put into place.

THE COURT:  And the judge declined to revoke his bond?

MR. RUTHERFORD:  She's talking about before the 

electronic monitoring was put on.  But, afterwards, no.

MS. WEISS:  He had the electronic monitoring, but he 
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wanted off of it, and we showed how many times he had violated 

it, so the judge allowed him to go to Pennsylvania.

THE COURT:  Well, you know, the judge didn't find the 

violation and kept him out.

MS. WEISS:  The statute was amended in 2023, which is 

after the Arthur Field case.  And, you know, I know that other 

circuit court judges, just like Judge Maddox, don't have any 

bearing on you, but I know that Judge Addy and Judge Cothran, 

both in the last month, have said that, if the person was not 

on house arrest, there could not be any argument for GPS 

credit.  So that is under the 2023 amendments.

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Just so you know, I wrote that law.  I 

didn't amend it in 2023.  And so I don't know what the 

amendment is, but it -- exactly as you stated.  It is left up 

to the sentencing judge, and in this case, it is not Judge 

Addy.  It is Judge McCaslin.  It is her authority to do so.  

And the knowledge of the prosecutor as to his movements is 

exactly why we're asking for it.

THE COURT:  Okay.  I've heard enough.

All right.  As far as giving him credit, I generally give 

anybody credit for any time that is served as long as there's 

not a violation.  In this case, there's a violation hearing.  

That judge did not find a violation.  So I'm going to go 

forward with it.  The State can always revoke a bond, but you 

know, it's always left up to the judge.  If the judge felt 
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like it wasn't revocable, then I'm going to give him the 

credit that I think he's due.

With all of that said, the sentence of the Court is going 

to be eight years on both counts to run concurrent.  I'll give 

him credit for the 1,831 days.  Okay?  

MR. RUTHERFORD:  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE DEFENDANT:  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  I have signed this Permanent Restraining 

Order that I am making part of the record.  I have also signed 

this Consent Order that I'm making part of the record. 

Good luck to you, Mr. Gibbs.

Good luck to you, .

And thank you, .

, you're an awfully pretty girl.  You are just 

absolutely beautiful.  Don't be a victim in your life.  You be 

a survivor.  You hear me?  Good luck to you.

(The hearing concluded at 1:58 p.m.)
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