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To: Court Of Appeals Filings
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Attachments: 202500917.Signed.Notice.to.dismiss.pdf

Consent to Dismiss.pdf
Final.Settlement.All.Signatures.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk of Court:

Please find attached a Consent Notice to Dismiss signed by all parties, a second Consent
Notice to Dismiss signed by the Respondents, and a final settlement agreement between the
parties. Please file these documents in this case and return a copy to the parties. 

Please let us know when the appeal is dismissed so we may proceed with the settlement. 

Sincerely, 

Robert K. Merting
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 26284
Greenville, SC 29616
1-843-830-5227

w: rkmerting.com  e: robert@rkmerting.com
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IN THE STATE OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA 


In The Court of 
Appeals  


 
 


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


Jennifer B. McCoy, Circuit Court Judge 
 


 


Appellate Case No. 2024-CP-00-000256 
 
 


BOARD OF FIELD OFFICERS OF THE FOURTH BRIGADE, 
MARK CALHOUN, 
F. PRESTON WILSON  
   Appellants, 


 
v. 


 
MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SOUTH 
CAROLINA, CAROLINE PARKER, KEVIN SHEALY, JASON SAKRAN, 
ROBERT M. MITCHELL, KARL L. BRADY, JR., STEPHEN BOWDEN, PETER 
SAHID, JR. MICHAEL S. SEEKINGS, PERRY K. WARING, WILLIAM DUDLEY 
GREGORIE, AND ROSS A. APPEL,  
THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
THE HONORABLE ALAN WILSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR THE STATE 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND 
THE HONORABLE JOHN TECKLENBURG, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA,  
 
   Respondents. 


 
 


CONSENT NOTICE TO DISMISS 
 
 
Pursuant to that certain Settlement Agreement and Release executed on or about August 22, 


2025, Appellants hereby notice the dismissal of the appeal WITH CONSENT OF COUNSEL 


FOR RESPONDENTS pursuant to Rule 260(b) with each party being responsible for their own 


costs and attorney fees.  
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Attorneys for Appellants: 
 
/s/ Robert Merting     
Robert Karl Merting 
R.K. Merting, LLC 
P.O. Box 26284 
Greenville, SC 29616 
robert@rkmerting.com 
Counsel for Appellant F. Preston Wilson 
 
 


/s/ Robert Varnado 
Robert B. Varnado 
Post Office Box 387 
Charleston, SC 29402  
Telephone (843) 737 7301 
rob@varnado-law.com 
Counsel for Board of Field Officers of the 
Fourth Brigade


Appellant  


 


______________________________ 


Mark R. Calhoun 


 
Attorneys for the Respondents: 
 
FOR THE CITY DEFENDANTS: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Julia P. Copeland 
Corporation Counsel 
The City of Charleston 
50 Broad Street 
Charleston, SC 29401 
copelandj@charleston-sc.gov 
 
 


______________________________ 
Derfner & Altman, LLC 
Armand Derfner 
Jonathan S. Altman 
575 King Street, Suite B 
Charleston, SC 29403 
aderfner@derfneraltman.com 
jaltman@derfneraltman.com 
 


 
  


 


 


 


 


 


Dated: September 15, 2025 


Columbia, SC 
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IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


________________________________ 


 


Appeal from Charleston County 


Court of Common Pleas 


2022-CP-10-05123 


Jennifer B. McCoy, Circuit Court Judge 


_______________________________ 


 


Appellate Case No.: 2024-CP-00-000256 


__________________________________ 


 


Board of Field Officers of the Fourth Brigade, Mark Calhoun, F. Preston Wilson, and Andrew 


Pickens Calhoun, 


 


of which Board of Field Officers of the Fourth Brigade, Mark Calhoun, and F. Preston Wilson are 


Appellants, 


  


         Appellants, 


 v. 


Members of City Council of the City of Charleston, South Carolina, et al., 


 


         Respondents. 


 
CONSENT NOTICE TO DISMISS 


 
 


 Respondents hereby consent to the dismissal of the appeal pursuant to Rule 260 (b) with 


each party being responsible for its own costs and attorneys fees this 17th day of September, 2025. 


 


s/Armand Derfner 


Armand Derfner 


Jonathan S. Altman 


Derfner & Altman, LLC 


575 King Street, Suite B 


Charleston, SC 29403 


jaltman@derfneraltman.com 


Telephone: (843) 723-9804 


 


William J. Cook 


Cultural Heritage Partners, PLLC 


4370 Spring Island 


Okatie, SC 29909 


will@culturalheritagepartners.com 


Telephone: (843) 801-3366 


s/Julia Copeland 


Julia P. Copeland, Corp. Counsel 


The City of Charleston 


50 Broad Street 


Charleston, SC 29401 


copelandj@charleston-sc.gov 


Telephone: (843) 724-3730 


 


 


Kathleen F. Monoc 


Monoc Law, LLC 


77 Grove Street 


Charleston, SC 29403 


katie@monoclaw.com 


Telephone: (843) 790-8910 
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