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(WHEREUPON, court convened with all parties
present except the defendant and the following
proceedings were had commencing at 9:46 a.m.)

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.
I'm Scott Sprouse, your resident circuit judge here in
Oconee County. It will be my pleasure to serve with
you this week for a term of general sessions court.

General sessions means criminal court. If you are
called to serve on a jury this week, it means that you
will hear a criminal case.

First order of business that we have is to make
sure everyone is in the right courthouse. If you have
been summoned to appear in federal court, magistrate's
court, or municipal court, you're in the wrong place.

Is anyone uncertain of whether they're in the
right courthouse? Very good.

This term of court is for one week, so you are
subject to being called as jurors for criminal cases
this week. We understand the inconvenience that jury
service poses to all of you in your daily lives. But
rest assured, it is appreciated. OQOur system could not
function without our citizens being willing to serve as
jurors. Hopefully this will be an enjoyable and
educational week for you.

Madam Clerk, have you introduced yourself and your
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staff for the jury?

THE CLERK: No, sir, not yet.

Good morning. My name is Beverly Whitfield. I'm
your elected clerk of court. This is my assistant
clerk of court, Lisa Burton. One of us will be 1in the
courtroom at all times. So if you need anything,
please tell the bailiffs or come and see us. We'll be
glad to help you.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, this gathering
has two purposes, and that is to determine your
eligibility and qualification to serve as jurors in
circuit court. As part of this process, we will have a
roll call, and it is now necessary for you to go under
oath for that roll call.

Madam Clerk.

THE CLERK: Ladies and gentlemen, if you would
please stand and raise your right hand.

(WHEREUPON, the jury pool was sworn.)

THE CLERK: Let the record reflect that all
members of the jury panel have accepted the oath.

THE COURT: Okay. The clerk of court will now
call the roll. When your name is called, please stand,
and in a lToud, clear and audible voice, provide the
following information: One, your occupation, if you

are employed. If you are self-employed, state the
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nature of your business. Two, if you are retired or
disabled, state your former occupation. Three, whether
or not you are married, and if so, your spouse's
occupation. And, finally, if your spouse is retired or
disabled, state their former occupation or nature of
business.

Madam Clerk.

THE CLERK: Juror number 8, Keith Baker.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: My name 1is Keith Baker. I do
landscaping. I'm not married. What was that Tast one?

THE CLERK: That was it. Very good.

Number 10, James Bashnan.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Grady's. My wife
works at Clemson.

THE CLERK: And that's it.

Number 11, Vonda Beatty.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for the Postal Service,
and my husband works for Tenneco Automotive.

THE CLERK: Number 12, Philip Beaudion.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: My name is Phillip Beaudion.
I work for DPR Harding. I'm not married.

THE CLERK: Okay.

Number 13, Richard Bender.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Richard Bender. I am retired

former home builder. My wife is retired. She was our
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accountant.

THE CLERK: Number 14, Sherry Berg.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm currently unemployed, and
my husband lives in a different state. He's in the
service.

THE CLERK: Number 15, Robert Bernazzoli.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Borg Warner
automotive, and I am single.

THE CLERK: Number 17, Joseph Blackwell.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Clemson University.

THE CLERK: Number 23, Barry Bryant.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I am a technician at Itron. I
am presently separated.

THE CLERK: Number 25, Melanie Childress.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Walgreens distribution center,
and I'm single.

THE CLERK: Number 31, Melinda Cox.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at the Oconee County
Airport, and I'm divorced.

THE CLERK: Number 33, Pamela Crowe.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Itron, and my
husband also works at Itron.

THE CLERK: Number 37, Kasey Dobbins.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Central Residential,

and I'm single.
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THE CLERK: Number 38, Matthew Dolly.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Marathon Gas, and
I'm single.

THE CLERK: Number 40, William Downing.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm an engineer with Lift
technologies. My wife is an accountant.

THE CLERK: Number 44, Carina Fletcher.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a stay-at-home mom, and my

husband is in consumer finance.
THE CLERK: Okay.
Number 46, Melanie Fultz.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm the admissions coordinator

at Seneca Health and Rehab and unmarried.

THE CLERK: Number 50, Ovidio Garcia.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a technician at Borg
Warner. My wife works in Clemson.

THE CLERK: Number 51, Tony Garland.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm self-employed. I'm a
handyman. I'm also employed by the South Carolina
National Guard. My wife is a teacher with the Oconee
County School District.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Number 53, Jonathan Grant.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Oconee Joint

Regional Sewer Authority, and my wife is unemployed.
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THE CLERK: Number 57, Diane Hannon.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Clemson University,
and my husband also works at Clemson University.

THE CLERK: Number 60, Amelia Harvey.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Amelia Harvey. I'm a retired
teacher from the South Carolina -- Oconee County School
District. My husband also works with the Oconee County
School District.

THE CLERK: Number 63, Carl Hooper.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Larry's Small
Engine Repair, single.

THE CLERK: Number 76, Jody Kelly.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Southern Wesleyan
University, and I'm unmarried.

THE CLERK: Number 83, Zachary Lee.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Residential construction and
unmarried.

THE CLERK: Number 85, James Loggins.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: International Kitchen Supply,
unmarried.

THE CLERK: Number 88, Peter Lusk.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a manager at AT&T. My
wife is a nurse practitioner.

THE CLERK: Number 89, Randall Lyles.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a fire warden, South
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Carolina Forestry Commission. My wife works for Blue
Ridge Electric.

THE CLERK: Number 90, Louisa Lyman.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Retired school district
administrator. My husband is a retired psychologist.
THE CLERK: Number 92, Isabella Marcengill.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a full-time student and
part-time worker at Heavenly Hogs Barbecue, single.

THE CLERK: Number 95, Brittney McCall.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Accountant at Clemson
University. My husband is a pastor at Golden Corner
Church.

THE CLERK: Number 108, Cynthia Napolitano.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Self-employed, children's
formal wear, and I'm single.

THE CLERK: Number 116, Rachel Owens.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at the hospital, and
I'm single.

THE CLERK: Number 122, Aimee Pitts.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Seneca Baptist
Preschool, Clemson University, and I own a photography
studio. I am single.

THE CLERK: Number 126, John Ramey.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Sandvik 1in

Westminster. I'm married, and my wife is a housewife.
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THE CLERK: Number 136, Randy Rosbough.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Retired from Timken Company.
My wife retired from Oconee Federal Savings & Loan.

THE CLERK: Number 138, Jessica Santana.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Unemployed and single.

THE CLERK: Number 141, Sean Schooley.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Quiktrip and
unmarried.

THE CLERK: Number 147, Paige Sloan.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Clemson university,
and my husband works at Oconee nuclear station.

THE CLERK: Number 148, Anthony Smith.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Sealed Air, and my
wife is unemployed.

THE CLERK: Number 149, Joshua Smith.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Duke Energy,
contract employee, and my wife is a stay-at-home
mother.

THE CLERK: Number 152, Katrina Spurr.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Merle Norman
Cosmetics. My husband is United States Marine Corps
retired.

THE CLERK: Number 158, Roy Thrasher.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm retired. My wife is

deceased.
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THE CLERK: Number 160, Wendy Van Ooteghenm.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm retired from Oconee
Memorial as a financial analyst. My husband retired
from Schneider Electric, now works at The Cliffs
communities.

THE CLERK: Number 161, Alice Vogel.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Koyo Bearing, and I
am a widow.

THE CLERK: Number 163, Sheila Wald.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Oconee County government. My
husband is a pastor.

THE CLERK: Number 164, Jasmine Warren.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a manager at Ingles. My
husband currently serves in the United States Army.

THE CLERK: Number 165, Patsy Watkins.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm Patsy Watkins. I am
currently unemployed, and my husband is disabled.

THE CLERK: Number 170, Jeffrey Winchester.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Work for Amec Foster Wheeler.
My wife retired from Greenville County schools.

THE CLERK: Number 175, David Yoder.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Self-employed, Yoder's Health
Products. My wife is a homemaker.

THE CLERK: Number 186, Thomas Busha.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Greenfield
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Industries, and my wife works at Seneca Health and
Rehab.

THE CLERK: Number 198, Thomas Darragh.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Johnson Controls, supervisor.
Wife is a housewife.

THE CLERK: Number 199, Janis Davies.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for the South Carolina
Department of Motor Vehicles, and I'm a widow.

THE CLERK: Number 204, Robert Didgeon.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Retired, Duke Energy. Wife
still works at Greenville Health System at Oconee.

THE CLERK: Number 208, Angela Foxx.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Johnson Controls.
My husband 1is an electrical contractor, self-employed.

THE CLERK: Number 231, Jason Lowery.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for David Zimmerman at
Oconee nuclear site. My wife works for Greenville
Hospital System.

THE CLERK: Number 238, Ronald Miller.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Retired from Alcoa. My wife
is a retired Realtor.

THE CLERK: Number 244, Michelle Nix.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: My husband and I are
self-employed with Nationwide Insurance Agency.

THE CLERK: Number 245, Emree Orr.
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PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Unemployed and not married.
THE CLERK: Number 246, Adam Parslow.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Auto Zone. My wife

works for Johnson Controls.
THE CLERK: Number 256, Catherine Schnepf.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a nurse anesthetist at
AnMed Hospital, single.
THE CLERK: Number 257, Sonya Seymour.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Social worker, state of
Georgia. My husband is a minister.
THE CLERK: Number 260, Philip Shirley.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Oconee County government.
wife works in the school district.
THE CLERK: Number 271, Bryant White.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work at Food Lion, not
married.

THE CLERK: Number 272, Susan Whitehead.

My

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Chickasaw Point Golf Course.

My husband works for CNL Services.
THE CLERK: 275, Bonnie Wulff.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Bonnie Wulff, married. My
husband works for Nason Company here in Walhalla.
THE CLERK: And what do you do?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm a housewife.
THE CLERK: Okay. Thank you.
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Okay. Is there anyone here whose name I did not
call, if you would, please stand.

Okay. What is your name and number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Number 39, Frank Donald.

THE CLERK: Number 39, Frank -- what was your last
name?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Donald.

THE CLERK: Donald, okay. And if you will give
the information where you're employed. If you're
married, your spouse's information as well.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Advanced Auto
Parts, married. Wife works for the Department of
Social Services.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

And your number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 255.

THE CLERK: Your name?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Melissa Ryan.

THE COURT: Okay.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Administrative assistant in
Seneca, not married.

THE CLERK: Did you check in and get -- okay. You
did not.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.

THE CLERK: When we take a break, if you don't
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mind coming forward so that we can get you checked in
and give you a jury badge. Okay?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Okay.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

Is there anyone else?

Okay, Judge.

THE COURT: Thank you. I now have certain
gqguestions to ask you to determine your qualifications
to serve as jurors in this court. These questions
determine your eligibility to serve. State Taw
requires that I ask these questions.

If any juror needs to respond to a particular
question, you will need to stand, give your juror
number first, then your name. It is absolutely
essential that we have accurate information. Some of
these questions are very personal. If you do not wish
to stand and disclose this information openly in the
presence of your fellow jurors, I will give you the
opportunity to come forward at the end. Just be sure
to remember to come forward at the end if you do not
stand when a question requiring an affirmative response
of you is asked. Please listen very carefully to these
questions.

Is any member of the jury panel not a citizen of

the United States of America? If so, please stand.
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There are none.

Is any member of the jury panel not a resident and
citizen of Oconee County, South Carolina? If so,
please stand.

There are none.

Is any member of the jury panel unable to read,
write, speak or understand the English language? If
so, please stand.

There are none.

Does any member of the jury panel have less than a
sixth grade education or its equivalent? If so, please
stand.

There are none.

Is any member of the jury panel unable, because of
mental or physical infirmities, to render efficient
jury service? Does any member of the jury panel have
any medical condition that would prevent you from
serving on a jury this week?

Now, let me explain this question. I get
qguestions very commonly from jurors who cannot sit for
long periods of time. Some people have back problems
and other issues that make them have to get up and
stretch their legs. You will be allowed to take breaks
as we go along. Usually every one to two hours.

So with that said, does anyone have any physical
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problem, mental problems that would make it to where
you cannot serve as a juror?

There are none.

Has any member of the jury panel been convicted by
guilty plea or trial in a state or federal court of
record of a crime punishable by imprisonment for more
than one year and your civil rights have not been
restored by pardon or amnesty?

Punishable by more than one years means that you
could have received a sentence of more than one year
regardless of what sentence you may have actually
received. If so, please stand.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Your Honor, can you repeat
that one more time, please?

THE COURT: Okay. Has any member of the jury
panel been convicted by guilty plea or trial in a state
or federal court of record of a crime punishable by
imprisonment for more than one year and your civil
rights have not been restored by pardon or amnesty?

Punishable by more than one year means that you
could have received a sentence of more than one year
regardless of what sentence you may have actually
received.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I was thinking, I got a

2012 -- I have a felony on my record and --
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THE COURT:

Sir, would you come forward, please.

(Prospective juror approached the bench.)

THE COURT:

PROSPECTIVE

THE COURT:

PROSPECTIVE

THE COURT:
Mr. Baker?

PROSPECTIVE

What is your number?
JUROR: 8.

Number 8, Mr. Baker.
JUROR: Yes, sir.

A1l right. What's your situation,

JUROR: I think I'm misunderstanding.

I was just asking because from 2012 I have burglary

third here in Greenville. I did two years of state.

THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
state for it.
THE COURT:
service.
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
You are excused.
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE

Phillip Beaudion.

Were you convicted of that?

JUROR: Yeah. I did two years 1in

That would disqualify you from jury

JUROR: That's why I told you that.

Thank you for Tletting us know that.

JUROR: Have a good one.
Yes.
JUROR: Your Honor, Juror Number 12,

Does South Carolina recognize

adjudication of a felon for a no contest plea for a

misdemeanor battery charge?
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THE COURT:

19

Let me talk to you.

(Prospective juror approached the bench.)

THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
battery charge.
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
PROSPECTIVE
THE COURT:
was it?
PROSPECTIVE
eight years ago,
THE COURT:
for Mr. Beaudion?
MR. WAGNER:
Florida statute i
THE COURT:
as a misdemeanor?
PROSPECTIVE
MR. WAGNER:
THE COURT:

similar to our as

Okay. Yes, sir. You are number 127
JUROR: Yes, sir.

Mr. Beaudion, what kind of conviction?
JUROR: It was a no contest plea for a

In what state was that in?

JUROR: Florida, Lake County.

What kind of penalty did you receive?

JUROR: No time.

A1l right. And what degree of battery
JUROR: I do not know. It's been

SO.

Madam Solicitor, do you have a record

He has a battery and it's -- the
s battery, touch or strike.
That sounds 1like -- is it classified
JUROR: It was.

It is a misdemeanor.
Okay. That sounds like that is

sault and battery third degree. That
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would not be a disqualifying offense.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Would not?

THE COURT: Would not be. Thank you for letting
me know that.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Any further on that question?

Is any member of the jury panel a clerk or deputy
clerk of court, constable, sheriff, or other
commissioned law enforcement officer, probate judge,
county commissioner, magistrate, or other county
officer or employed within the walls of any courthouse?
If so, please stand.

There are none.

Is there any member of the jury panel who has
previously served on jury duty in circuit court during
20167

Now, keep in mind this is circuit court, not
federal court, magistrate's court, or municipal court.
If you served in this calendar year, please stand.

There are none.

Has any member of the jury panel served as a
member of the Oconee County Grand Jury during the past
several years? If so, please stand.

There are none.

We now move to jury exemptions. State Taw
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Jury Qualification
provides for several exemptions to jury service. An
exemption does not mean that you are not qualified to
serve. It simply means that you have the right to say,
"I choose not to serve."

Those of you who are 65 years of age or older may
be exempted from service. Those of you 65 years of age
or older represent a pool of tremendous talent for jury
service, and we urge you to serve this week if you are
inclined to do so. But if you wish to be exempted, you
may certainly do so.

Is there any member of the jury panel who is 65
years of age or older and wishes to be exempted from
jury service this week? If so, please stand.

There are none.

Another exemption concerns prior jury service. No
person is required to serve as a juror more often than
once every three calendar years. Therefore, if any
member of the jury panel has served on jury duty during
the last three calendar years, you may be exempt from
service this week if you choose to be exempted.

Now, again, please note that this exemption does
not apply if your jury service was in a magistrate's
court, a municipal court, or federal court. If this
exemption applies to any of you and you wish to be

exempted, please stand.
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Jury Qualification
There are none.
Persons who have served as grand jurors during the

last five calendar years may be exempt from jury

service. If any member of the jury panel has served on

a grand jury during the last five calendar years, you

may be exempt from service this week if you choose to

be exempted.

If this exemption applies to any member of the
jury panel and you wish to be exempted, please stand.

There are none.

Next exemption deals with those of you who have
small children. Please listen very carefully to this
exemption. It has several parts, all of which must
apply for you to be exempted on this basis.

You may be exempted from jury service if: One,
you have a small child or children under the age of
seven years; two, you have legal custody of your child
or children; three, you have the principal care,
custody, and control of your child or children; and
four, you are unable to make arrangements for the
adequate care of your child or children while
performing jury duty.

If all of these requirements apply to you, then
you may be exempted on this basis. If this exemption

applies to you and you wish to be exempted, please
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Jury Qualification
stand.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Can I ask a question?

THE COURT: Please stand. What was your number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 37.

THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Dobbins.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, sir. A1l of them but one
apply to me. My children are nine and 12, but I do
have sole custody, 100 percent. And if my mom is not
at home, I won't have anyone to keep themn.

THE COURT: Under the statute, they have to be
under the age of seven. That would not apply to you,
ma'am, but thank you for calling that to my attention.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Your number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 44.

THE COURT: Ms. Fletcher.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes. I have a child who is
three who only goes to daycare half day, and my husband
is going to be traveling this week for business. And
I'm not sure of how we're going to make that work.

THE COURT: You don't have anyone else that can
care for the child while you're here?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: We haven't. Only today and
possibly Thursday and Friday, but we're not sure yet

about Tuesday and Wednesday.
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THE COURT: Okay. Okay.

way the statute 1is worded,

ATl right.

Well, the

I'T1 excuse you on that

24

basis, Ms. Fletcher. Thank you for calling that to my
attention.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Thank you.
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Your number?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 164.
THE COURT: Ms. Warren?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, sir.

kids under the age of seven,
stationed at Fort Bragg.

THE COURT: You don't have anyone
care for the children?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: My mother-in-1

surgery.
THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am.
excused on that basis.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Thank you.
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 272.
THE COURT: Ms. Whitehead?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes. My kids,
have three of them, six, four,

of.

THE COURT: That does not apply.

and my husband

I have two small

is

else that can

aw just had

You would be

my grandkids,

Do you have

I

and two that I take care
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Jury Qualification
legal custody?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.

THE COURT: That does not apply to you.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: They Tlive with me.

THE COURT: Thank you for calling that to my
attention, ma'am.

Okay. Any further?

The next exemption involves those of you who may
be attending school at this time or working in some
capacity with the school. If this exemption applies to
you and you wish to be exempted, we will transfer your
service to another term of court at a time which will
not conflict with your school responsibilities.

Ladies and gentlemen, if you come up here during
the June and July summer term, it's full of students
and school teachers. We accommodate you if you're in
school.

Is there a member of the jury panel who is a
full-time student, school teacher, certified personnel,
school crossing guard, school bus driver, or who serves
in any public or private school-related function
including technical colleges who is unable to serve on
jury duty this week as a result of that school
involvement?

Yes, ma'am. Your number?
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PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 92. Isabel Marcengill.

THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Marcengill?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: What's your status?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Right now I am a full-time
student, and I work part-time on part of those days as
well. So my end of term does not end until
November 29th then I have first-week exams on the first
week of December, but I have school all this week.

THE COURT: Where are you going to school?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Tri-County Technical College
in Pendleton.

THE COURT: Transfer Ms. Marcengill to a summer
term.

A1l right. Thank you, ma'am. You will be
transferred to a summer term.

Yes, ma'am. Your number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 57.

THE COURT: Ms. Hannon?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: What's your status, Ms. Hannon?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for Clemson University
directly with the students Mondays through Thursdays,
and it would be difficult for me to have somebody fill

my role.
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THE COURT: Is that during the school year, or do
you work in the summer as well.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: During the school year. I
work only part-time during the summer so I would have
definitely more availability during the summer.

THE COURT: Transfer Ms. Hannon to a summer term.

Thank you, ma'am.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Thank you.

THE COURT: 1Is there any member of the jury panel
who is employed with the Department of Corrections at a
penitentiary? If so, and you would like to be
exempted, please stand.

There are none.

Is there any juror who performs services for a
business, a commercial or agricultural enterprise which
are so essential to the operation of the enterprise
that if you were required to perform jury duty, the
enterprise would have to close or stop functioning. If
so and you wish to be exempted, please stand.

Yes, ma'am.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes we have two locations, one
in Walhalla and one in Seneca. We've got short staff
so we don't have anyone to open up our Seneca office
from 9:00 to 1:00. So I have to go to the Seneca

office and open it up.
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THE COURT: Your number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 244.

THE COURT: Ms. Nix, so the office is closed now?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No. Tuesday through Friday.

THE COURT: So that's the standard under the
statute, you would be excused on that basis since the
office is closed without you there. So thank you,
ma'am. You are excused.

A1l right. Any further?

Is there any juror who is the primary caretaker of
a severely disabled person who is unable to care for
himself or cannot be left unattended? If so, and you
wish to be exempted, please stand.

Okay. There are none. Finally, 1is there any
juror who 1is the primary care taker of a person aged 65
or older? If so, please stand.

There are none.

Ladies and gentlemen, that concludes the statutory
list of qualifications and exemptions.

THE CLERK: We have a juror that's raised their
hand.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, I didn't see you. What's
your number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 165, Patsy Watkins.

THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Watkins.
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PROSPECTIVE JUROR: My husband, he's disabled. He

depends on me for everything, and he can't hardly walk.

And he's got a 1ot of health problems, and I need to

be -- at least accessible to where if he calls me, if

he needs me, I can get to him to take care of him.

THE COURT: You don't have anyone else that can
watch him?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No, sir. Both my kids work,
and my family that 1ives close to us, they're all older
than us.

THE COURT: AT11 right. You will be excused under
that statute. Thank you, ma'am.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Thank you, sir.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, it may be that
you are qualified and no exemption applies to you, but
jury service this week would constitute an extreme
hardship on you for a particular reason. I cannot
permanently excuse a qualified juror from jury service,
but I can, under extreme and compelling circumstances,
transfer a juror to another term of court, particularly
jurors who have not been previously transferred.

Please understand that general inconvenience is
not sufficient reason to transfer you to another term
of court. To justify a transfer to another term of

court, service this week must constitute an extreme
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hardship to you.

Now is the chance for any of you to come forward
and speak to me who did not want to give a public
response to one of the earlier questions or who may
have a question about whether or not they are
disqualified or exempt or whether they desire to be
transferred to another term of court.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I have --

THE COURT: Hold on.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 12. I'm sorry, sir.

THE COURT: What's going on?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I have a pending criminal
custody case with my ex-wife. If we start this this
next week, the following week I have to go to Florida
for a mediation trial.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, it's not this week. When
is the trial that you have to go to?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: November 1st.

THE COURT: Okay. You should be fine.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I should be? Okay. Are we
doing anything tomorrow?

THE COURT: Yeah. This is for the whole week.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: At 1 o'clock tomorrow I'm
supposed to have a consultation with my lawyer, if I

can rearrange that today.
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THE COURT: Has he ever been transferred?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I have not been transferred.
THE COURT: I can transfer you to another term of

court if that's what you -- I can't excuse you from

jury service, but I can transfer you.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Okay. So this starts in the
morning and runs all day?

THE COURT: If you're selected as a juror.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: If I am selected. Okay. If I
can call my lawyer today and rearrange for the
consultation the following next week, then I can serve
this week.

THE COURT: AT11 right. Well, again, I can
transfer you to another term of court. But, now, if
you don't exercise that and if you're called to serve
as a juror, you're going to have to appear regardless
of whatever else you might have scheduled. So, I mean,
I'm going to Teave that up to you if you want to be
transferred.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Let's transfer, please. That
way I can --

THE COURT: Okay.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: This has been going on for
almost a year.

THE COURT: Now, keep in mind, when they put you
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back on the Tist and you get summoned as a juror again,
you now have already been transferred.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 1It's going to have to roll
through, yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Am I excused?

THE COURT: Yes, sir. You are excused.

Transfer number 12.

Yes, ma'am.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I work for the State. Juror
257. We have court. It's been continued to Wednesday.
This is the original subpoena, but that's the
attorney's name, and I have to be a witness for an
investigation on Wednesday in Habersham County. So I
need to be transferred to another --

THE COURT: Have you ever been transferred?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I have never been.

THE COURT: Transfer number 257 to another term of
court.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Okay. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Seymour.

Any further? Okay.

A1l right. After conducting the statutory
questions as to qualifications and exemptions, I find

that the jury panel is qualified for service in general
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Jury Qualification
sessions court this term in Oconee.

Ladies and gentlemen, now that you have been
qualified, 1et me give you some basic guidelines for
the week.

First will be regarding cell phones. You will not
be allowed to use cell phones 1in court. The clerk of
court will assist you if you have any issues needing to
communicate with your family or work and so forth. Or
if you're -- if there's any emergencies that arise,
your clerk staff is here to help you.

Now, this also is inevitable. You're going to run
into people in the hallway that may be participating in
one of these cases. If you see one of these attorneys,
they're not going to speak to you. It's not because
they're trying to be rude, but they know they can't
have any interaction with you. So 1it's very important
that you use the juror elevator, that you do not have
any interaction with any of the attorneys or the
parties or witnesses to cases that would be called.

We also ask you to be prompt. Instructions will
be given whenever we break at what time we have to
reconvene, so it's very important that you be prompt.
It's not fair to the parties, to the cases, or the
staff, or to your fellow jurors if we have to wait and

delay the proceedings because someone is not on time.
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Again, if there are any emergencies, any issues
that arise, let the clerk of court and her staff know
and they're here to assist you.

Now, we're going to take our first break, and then
we're going to select our first jury after that. We're
going to take a break for about 15 minutes. Do not
leave the courthouse. So be back in the courtroom in
15 minutes.

(WHEREUPON, the prospective jury panel

exited the courtroom at 10:57 a.m.)

(WHEREUPON, recess taken from 10:58 a.m.

to 11:14 a.m.)

(WHEREUPON, the defendant is now present.)

THE COURT: Counsel, approach quickly.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held off the
record in the presence of the prospective jury panel,
but out of their hearing.)

THE COURT: AT11 right. Ms. Simmons, we're ready
to proceed?

MS. SIMMONS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Cole, ready to proceed?

MR. COLE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Madam Clerk, do you have the
indictments?

THE CLERK: They have them to call the case.
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THE COURT: Go ahead and call the case.

MR. WAGNER: Your Honor, the State calls for trial
the case of State versus Jacob Daniel Drotning,
2014-742 for attempted murder; 2014-743 for arson in
the second degree; 2015-441 for domestic violence of a
high and aggravated nature; and 2015-442 for malicious
injury to property.

THE COURT: AT11 right. Ladies and gentlemen, as
the solicitor stated, this is the case of the State
versus Jacob Daniel Drotning of the charges of
attempted murder, arson second degree, CDV of a high
and aggravated nature, and malicious injury to
property. Mr. Drotning has pled not guilty to these
charges.

These indictments are not evidence, but they're
simply the charges that bring the cases to court, and
they are not in any sense evidence of the allegations
that they contain. The State, therefore, has the
burden of proving the indictments, proving the charges
against the defendant, beyond a reasonable doubt.

If you are called to serve as the jury 1in the
case, it will be your duty, ladies and gentlemen, to
decide whether or not the State has met their burden.

So you are called here today to form a jury panel

from which the parties can select a jury to determine
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the facts of case.

I realize a while ago I asked you a whole bunch of
questions. I'm going to ask you some more. Now, these
questions are not to pry into your private lives but
merely to ensure that each party receives a fair and
impartial jury to hear the case.

First order of business, I'd like each attorney to
introduce themselves, also your clients and any staff
members that may be assisting during the presentation
of this case.

Mr. Wagner, Ms. Simmons.

MR. WAGNER: I'm David Wagner from the solicitor's
office. Seated with me is Lindsey Simmons, also from
my office. We will