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ISSUES PRESENTED 

I. Whether the PCR court erred in finding that trial counsel articulated a reasonable

strategy for failing to interview Petitioner's mother, the "key witness" in the case? 

II. Whether evidence supports the PCR court's determination that Petitioner

knowingly and voluntarily waived his right to file a direct appeal? 
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STATEMENT 

Petitioner was indicted at the June 12, 2020 term of the Spartanburg County grand jury 

for attempted murder and possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime. 

App. 496�97. His case was called to trial on October 11, 2022, before the Honorable J. Mark 

Hayes, II, and a jury. App. 1. Ricky Harris represented Petitioner. App. 1. Spenser Smith 

represented the state. App. 1. 

Trial Facts 

Petitioner's defense at trial was self-defense and defense of others. The uncontroverted 

facts at trial were that, on Christmas 2019, Petitioner shot his brother, Bryant Rodriquez 

(Bryant), in the head. Three people witnessed what happened that night: Petitioner, Bryant, and 

their mother, Judith Nodine (Nodine). Petitioner did not testify at his trial, and Bryant is now 

disabled and unable to speak. The sole other witness, Nodine, testified as a state's witness. 

Nodine testified that she was sleeping on the couch in her living room when she was 

awoken by Bryant shouting profanities at Petitioner, who was just entering the home. App. 71, II. 

6-9. Among the things Bryant yelled to Petitioner was that he had slept with Petitioner's

girlfriend and that Petitioner's child was, in fact, Bryant's. App. 113, IL 3-8; App. 113, I. 24 -

114, L 2. Bryant became more and more belligerent, until Nodine attempted to stop him. App. 

71, L 25 - 72, I. 2. When Nodine stepped in, Bryant threw her to the ground. App. 72, IL 1-2. 

When Petitioner witnessed this, he walked over to the living room to confront Bryant. App. 72, 

IL 4-7. Nodine attempted unsuccessfully to separate the two several times. App. 72, L 8. At some 

point, Bryant grabbed a glass, forty-ounce bottle of Bud Light beer and attempted to strike 

Nodine with it. App. 73, IL 7-8. Then, Nodine heard a gunshot and saw that Bryant was bleeding 

from his head. App. 73, IL 13-15. She turned to Petitioner who was holding a pistol and repeating 
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