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MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE
REPLY BRIEF

Petitioners, pursuant to Rule 240, SCACR, respectfully move for an order
extending the deadline to file and serve their reply brief to October 15, 2025. In support

of this motion, Petitioners would show as follows:



1. Petitioners filed their opening brief on August 4, 2025.

2. By order dated August 18, 2025, the Court granted Respondents a 20-day
extension of time to file their response brief.

3. Respondents served and filed their response brief on September 23, 2025,
together with a motion for leave to exceed the length limitation on briefs.! The Court
granted Respondents” motion by order dated September 26, 2025.

4. Petitioners’ reply brief is due on October 3, 2025. See Rule 242(j), SCACR.

5. Additional time is needed to draft Petitioners’ reply brief. As both sides
have noted in previous motions, the issues in this appeal are both numerous and
complex. Drafting a brief that addresses all issues completely and comprehensively —and
most important, clearly —is no small task.

6. Moreover, Respondents’ brief raises new matters that must be addressed in
the reply brief. For example, Respondents are now contending, for the first time
throughout the appeal process, that Petitioners failed to preserve certain issues and
arguments for review. Additionally, Respondents’ brief repeatedly describes statements
in Petitioners’ brief as “false” or “false and misleading.” (E.g., Resp. Br. at 3-4 & nn.4-6.)
Additional time is needed to respond to these serious allegations.

7. For the foregoing reasons, Petitioners respectfully request an extension of

twelve days—to October 15, 2025 — to file their reply brief.

I Respondents’ brief is 55 pages long, and thus appears to exceed the length limitation
by only five pages. Notably, however, Respondents” brief contains 39 footnotes, many of
which contain substantive discussion and argument, and all of which are in a smaller
type size than the text in the body of the brief.



8. Petitioners recognize that under this Court's Order of July 16, 2014,
extensions during the certiorari stage are disfavored and should be strictly limited.
Petitioners’” counsel certify that this extension request is for the minimum amount of time
needed and is not made for purposes of delay.

CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth above, Petitioners respectfully request entry of an order
extending the deadline for their opening brief on certiorari to October 15, 2025.
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