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parents, he never got his life off the ground.

Still, we loved him and embraced him anytime we could.
However, we also loved his parents. Uncle Jim and Aunt Rose
were pillars in theilr community. They were caring and
giving. They were always there for their friends and
neighbors in time of need to offer emotional and monetary
suppoert to all who needed it. They were leaders in their
church and in civic organizations. They were always there
for me and my family. They coffered legal services with no
charge, annual family vacations at their beach house with no
fee and a plethora of advice and support over the years.

One of the hardest things I have ever done is watch
their heartbreak over what has happened with Jason. The man
before us today is extremely smart, but he is also
compulsive, impulsive, and volatile. Over the years, he has
become shrewd, contreclling, and sadistic. He seems to have
at some point in his life become obsessed with the idea of
hurting others. He was incarcerated several years age for
wielding a knife in a man, a complete stranger at that man's
house.

When he got out of jail, he began being especially
abusive to his parents. During this time, uncle Jim began
withdrawing from his family and friends because he did not
wish to subject us, to Jascn's odd kehaviors and potential

assaults. One night he blew cigarette smoke in his father's
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1 face and then beat him up in the same chair he later shot him
2 in. He laughed at his parents and told them that he was big
3 and strong and would hurt them both while making the other

4 one watch. That night, they had to call for the police to

5 stop the abuse.

6 The judge issued an order that Jason had no more

7 contact with his parents for some time. They eventually

8 allowed him to come back into their home after he was beaten

9 and left for dead because of some shady deal he got involved
10 in while on the trip out of state. He was supposed to be

11 with a friend in California, but he ended up in a hospital
12 after having been beaten up. No explanation was offered.

13 Less than four months later, Jason went through with
14 his desire to hurt his parents. He shot his daddy twice in

15 the temple as the fireworks of New Year's 2021 blasted in

16 their peaceful neighborhood where families stood cutside and
17 welcomed a new year with an old tradition. In the Bell home,
18 uncle Jim was dead and Aunt Rose had lost the remainder of

19 her family. She spiraled into clinical depression, a dark

20 cloud she has just recently found her way out of.

21 In January of 2021, this lady could not raise herself
22 out of the fetal position on her sofa. Today she is spending
23 time with new and old friends in an assisted living home

24 miles away from the painful memories. This week has been a

25 tough one for her. She said to me, the only way I can deal
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and Jason at the same time. She also said, Renee, I am
afraid of Jason.

Judge, we are all afraid of Jason. Although we love
the guy he used to be and long for the man he could have
been, the man before us is dangerous. He's dangers to total
strangers as he has proven. He's dangerous to his family
members as he has proven. Serving time in prison did not
rehabilitate Jason. And at no point in his incarceration or
since then has he made any attempt to express remorse for the
pain he has caused. He also refuses to get the medication
that would help him better control his moods and impulses.
If Jason gets out of prison, I fear thére is not a person in
this courtroom who would be immune to his possible violence.
There's not a person on the street who could interact with
him without fear of being assaulted or killed. Our family
would have to spend the rest of our days looking over our
shoulders in fear that he is nearby waiting for an
oppertunity to interact.

I wish Jason to know that I feel profound sadness that
we are here today in this courtroom. My heart is heavy with
pain. I love him and I do not want him to suffer. But I do
not want him in a place where he can hurt anybody else. If
the Jason I know the Jason I gfew up with could see us now, I

think he would agree with me completely.
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Judge, I am asking for the maximum sentence for Jason
so that we will never find ourselves in the courtroom again.
Now, this is Aunt Rose, Uncle Jim's wife.

M5. BELL: Yes, I do. Okay. It is been a hard time
for a while. The Jascn that we knew is no longer the Jason
who is here today. He has caused numerous problems for many,
many years. He had -- he had a wonderful personality. He
had a gecod job as a surgical technologist in Summerville. He
threw all that away when he decided to change his life and to
hurt the very people who loved him the most.

I thank you for your verdict. It's what was necessary.
I don't know that he'll ever be better, but we can only hope

and pray that brighter times are ahead for all of the Bell

families. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you Ms. Bell. ZI'm sorry you had to
go through this. Anything else from the state?

MR. OSBORNE: The only thing I would add, judge, is as
you know through the pretrial motions and the what I wrote up
trial, the jury only got to see a small portion of what this
defendant put. And that -- and it really was. 2And I just
want to thank Ms. Bell from the first time that I met her and
in talking to her, she trusted me and she always said, just
do what you need to do. 2and I asked her, and even when I
asked her just yesterday if she wanted to testify, and I told

nher what I was going to be asking, where we were going to go.
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And she had the courage to do that. So thank you for your
trust and thank you for your courage.

THE COURT: Defense.

MR. CHISHOLM: You know, as you said, this has been a
difficult trial for multiple reasons. I feel for the entire
family, including Jason. I mean, this is something that has
disrupted a lot of lives and you know, it's something, you
know, I think I could tell you he wishes he could take back.

He's 51 years old. He does have an associate's degree
in {inaudible), and he was employed in several different
medical facilities. Maintenance, & surgical technologist,
{inaudible). Orthopedic at one point. He -- he had a series
of gocod jobs. I don't know all of the underlying facts
behind the burglary case, as you heard. I think that was
started back in around 2016, if I'm nof mistaken. And you
know, you'wve heard, I didn't hear any other prior con that.
He has had mental health counseling and some are filled
behavioral health, which I think, you know, something
families indicated (inaudible). You know, there are issues
there. I would Jjust say that what I can offer you in
mitigation 1s what you've already heard. Of course I
understand the verdict of the jury and I understand how they
came that decision. But I've known Jason for about two and a
half years now. And I'm sure I've talked con probably more

than about anyocone else. And he has never strayed from what
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he said in that video, which is he didn't do this cut of evil
intentions either. That's what he perceived in {inaudible).

I would ask you to consider the minimum sentence in
this case, which minimum sounds lenient but not always is if
you were to give them a 30-year sentence with murder and you
know, it's a day for day sentence, it would've been being
released from prison if 'he were to make it at, you know,
about 80 years cld, Your Honor. So that will be all.

THE COURT: 2Al1l right. I find that he‘be committed to
the Department of Corrections for a term of life. Good luck
to you.

(THERE BEING NOTHING FURTHER, THIS HEARING CONCLUDED AT

2:10 P.M.)
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I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel, nor
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INDICTMENT

2021GS18-0121
COUNTY OF DORCHESTER )

At a Court of General Sessions convened on February the Grand Jurors of Dorchester
County present upon their cath:

MURDER

That in Dorchester County on or about January 1, 2021, with malice
aforethought, the defendant, Jason Barry Bell did kill one James Bell {Deceased)
by means of shooting. The victim did die as a proximate result thereof. This
offense being in violation of the Common Law and Section 16-3-10, of the South

Carolina Code of Laws, as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in

such case made and provided.

David L Osborne, Solicitor
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