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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In the Court of Appeals 

APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 

R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge

Appellate Case No. 2024-000739 

Common Pleas Case No. 2022-CP-37-00182 

Dorothy Pierce, .......................................................................................................... Appellant, 

V. 

Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Richard Hunt McDuff, 

MJM Law LLC, Riley Morningstar, the Journal Newspaper, Hal Welch,-------Respondents, 

MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL AS TO RESPONDENTS RICHARD HUNT 

MCDUFF OR MJM LAW, LLC. 

Pursuant to Rule 260(b), SCACR, the parties to the above-captioned appellate matter hereby 

jointly move this Court for dismissal of the appeal as to Respondents Richard Hunt McDuff and 

MJM Law, LLC (collectively, the “Attorney Respondents”). 

The parties further agree that Appellant Dorothy Pierce and the Attorney Respondents shall each 

bear their own costs. 

WHEREFORE, the moving parties respectfully pray that this Court enter an Order dismissing 

the appeal with prejudice as to the Attorney Respondents. 

Executed this October 8, 2025 

For Appellant Dorothy Pierce: 

/s/ Dorothy Pierce   

Dorothy Pierce   

750 Mourning Dove Lane   

Seneca, SC 29678   

Dorothypierce84@gmail.com 

Pro Se Appellant 

Oct 07 2025
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For Respondents Richard Hnnt McDuff, Merrell Jahn & McDuff, and MJM Law, LLC: 

 

COZEN O'CONNOR 

 

 

/s/ Charles A. Kinney   

Charles A. Kinney   

South Carolina Bar No. 77635   

 

/s/ Kenan G. Loomis   

Kenan G. Loomis (Admitted Pro Hac Vice)   

301 South College Street, Suite 2100   

Charlotte, NC 28202   

cakinney@cozen.com   

kloomis@cozen.com   

 

Attorneys for Respondents Richard Hunt McDuff,   

Merrell Jahn & McDuff, and MJM Law, LLC 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In the Court of Appeals 

APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 

R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Judge

Appellate Case No. 2024-000739 

Common Pleas Case No. 2022-CP-37-00182 

Dorothy Pierce, .......................................................................................................... Appellant, 

V. 

Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, Richard Hunt McDuff, 

MJM Law LLC, Riley Morningstar, the Journal Newspaper, Hal Welch,-------Respondents, 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this October 8, 2025, I caused a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

Joint Motion to Dismiss Appeal as to Respondents Richard Hunt McDuff, MJM Law LLC to 

be served via electronic mail upon the following counsel of record: 

FREEMAN MATHIS & GARY 

/s/ W. Shawn Bingham   

W. Shawn Bingham

South Carolina Bar No. 103944

100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1600

Atlanta, GA 30339

Tel: (770) 818-9090

sbingham@fmg.law

BALLARD SPAHR LLP 

/ s/ Chad R. Bowman (admitted pro hac vice)   

Chad R. Bowman   

/ s/ Maxwell S. Mishkin (admitted pro hac vice) 

Maxwell S. Mishkin   

1909 K Street, NW, 12th Floor   

Oct 07 2025
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Washington, DC 20006   

Tel: (202) 661-2200   

bowmanchad@ballardspahr.com   

mishkinm@ballardspahr.com   

 

Attorneys for Respondents Jerry Edwards, Edwards Group Holdings, Inc., Edwards Printing, 

Riley Morningstar, Hal Welch, and the Journal Newspaper. 

 

 

 

/s/ Dorothy Pierce   

Dorothy Pierce   

750 Mourning Dove Lane   

Seneca, SC 29678   

Dorothypierce84@gmail.com   

Pro Se Appellant 

 


