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ID ONLY- Email re: Phone Cert

Black T-Shirt

Denim Shorts

Black Facemask

Enlarged Map of Vehicle

Enlarged Map of Scene

Enlarged Map of GPS (Smaller)

Enlarged Map of GPS

ID ONLY - Swabs from D. Grate
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Interior of Car
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- Projectiles
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Apple iPhone
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Cell Phone from Vehicle
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Dicker

GLOCK Gun Case

Green Slide/Shoe (right)
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Black and White Nike Shoe (right)
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Video

Video

Sunhouse
Sunhouse
Sunhouse
Sunhouse
N. Grate
N. Grate
Todd Fry
Todd Fry
D. Grate

D. Grate

Still Photograph
Still Photograph
Still Photograph
Still Photograph
Photo

Booking Report
Photo

Booking Report
Photo

Booking Report

Photograph

Photograph

Photograph

Photograph

Photograph

Photograph
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Photograph

Photograph
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280
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Still from Body Cam
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Still from Body Cam

Ring Doorbell Video

Cadillac Bill of Sale
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Photo
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Photo
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Photo
Photo
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Photo

Crime

of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home
of Todd Fry's Home

Scene Body Cam Video

ID ONLY-Interior Car (Disc)

Cadillac Rear Seat Photo
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422
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422

422

422

422
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16

427

429

429

429

475
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466
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496

496
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649
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Scene
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Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Scene

Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
Photograph
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Photograph
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Scene
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188
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191

192

193

194

195
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197

198

199

199A

200

201

202

203

204

ID ONLY - Acura Disc

Crime Scene Photograph

Crime Scene Photograph

Crime Scene Photograph

Crime Scene Photograph

Crime Scene Photograph

Crime Scene Photograph

Crime Scene Photograph

Crime Scene Photograph

Tow Sheet

Spent Casing 9mm from Passenger
Rear Door Pocket

Photograph of Grate with Face
Mask/Hat

Photograph of Grate with Face
Mask/Hat

ID ONLY - Chain of Custody

ID ONLY - Cell Phone Presentation

Disc

Redacted Cell Phone Presentation
K. Conn Phone Records

N. Grate's Phone Records/Disc

J. Dicker's Phone Records/Disc
087 iPhone Gray/Orange Case

073 iPhone from Jeans/J. Dicker

504

504

504

504

504

504

504

504

504

505

659

759

759

795

858

950

858

858

858

858
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21
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638
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638
638
506

670
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920
920
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211

212

213

214

215
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218

219

220

221

222

223

224

225

226

227

228

054 iPhone

033 iPhone

from K. Conn

from D. Grate

Photograph from Trailer

Photograph from Trailer

Photograph from Trailer

Photograph from Trailer

Photograph from Trailer

Photograph from Trailer

Photograph from Trailer

Photograph from Trailer

ID

ID

ID

ID

ID

ID

ID

ID

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

ONLY

Swabs

Bullets

HCPD Evidence Record
Fingerprint Card
Fingerprint Card
Fingerprint Card
Fingerprint Card

Fingerprint Card

SLED Items of Evidence

ID ONLY - Statement

Ring Video from Neighbor

Enlarged Diagram of Body

9-14-24 SLED Document

6—-10-24 SLED Document

858

858

858

858

858

858

858

858

858

858

858

858

861

868

868

868

868

868

872

1053

1143

1164

1233

1233

22

937

937

908

9208

908

908

908

908

908

908

1144

1165

1243

1243
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1 ID ONLY - Letter from Det. Kelly

Court's Exhibit

No. Description
1 Jury Note re: Foreperson
2 Jury Question

ID.

1189

ID.

260

1456
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REC'D

REC'D

260
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PROCEEDINGS

(12:46 p.m.)

(General jury qualifications were conducted by Judge
Culbertson.)

THE COURT: All right. What do we got? Oh, I guess
we'll need to get the defendants in here. Are they here?

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir.

(Pause in the proceedings.)

THE COURT: Where is this alleged to have occurred?
The indictments just say Horry County. What area are we
talking about?

MS. MARTIN: The Loris/Red Hill area -- Red Bluff
area.

THE COURT: Red Bluff area of Loris?

MS. MARTIN: Yes, sir. Red Hill's in Conway. Oops.

THE COURT: Are we waiting on Mr. Galmore's client?

MR. GALMORE: They're bringing him up now, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Okay.

(Pause in the proceedings.)

THE COURT: Mr. Galmore, do you have a witness list?

MR. GALMORE: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay.

(Pause in the proceedings.)

THE COURT: All right. This is the case of State of
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South Carolina ---

I apologize, Mr. Galmore, your client pronounces his
name "Day-zhon"?

MR. WILSON: "Day-zhon."

THE COURT: "Day-zhon." Dajon Grate; correct?

MR. GALMORE: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. And Mr. Wilson, your client?

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir. "Na-seer-ee" Grate.

THE COURT: "Na-seer-ree." Okay.

All right. This is the State of South Carolina
versus Dajon Grate and Nasirea Grate. Pretrial matters?

MOTION/MATTER OF LAW

MS. LIVESAY: The first matter we probably need to
address, Your Honor, is the matter that Mr. Wilson filed
Friday afternoon, and that's going to be severance.

THE COURT: That's a motion to sever the trial; is
that correct?

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir. Some of it, though, I think
is going to be based on whether or not statements of the
co-defendant is admissible or not admissible, whether or
not there should be a severance. And I don't know what
the State's position is on that, so I don't know that I
need to make the motion until they make a determination as
to whether or not they're going to admit any statement

that he has previously made.
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OPENING REMARKS

261

MS. LIVESAY: Yes, I understand that, yeah.

THE COURT: Okay.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 2:36 p.m.)

THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen.
Welcome back. I hope everybody had a good evening. I
want to thank you for your promptness and I want to
apologize for keeping you in the jury room for so long.
However that's not uncommon when we get into trials such
as these. But I do appreciate your patience and I
appreciate you being here.

I understand, Ms. Gore, you have been selected as
the foreperson; is that correct?

JUROR NO. 112: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you for serving in that capacity.
If you would always occupy the seat where you now sit.

I ask that the alternates occupy your seats.

And as I said earlier yesterday, the rest of you are
at liberty to sit in whatever seats you like, whether it
be the same seat during the trial of the case or
alternating seats or whatever makes you feel more
comfortable.

OPENING REMARKS

THE COURT: Now, we are about to begin the trial of

the case of the State of South Carolina versus Dajon Malik

Lavern Grate and Nasirea Brewnoplis Jerome Grate. Before




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

OPENING REMARKS 27

262

we start the trial, I do have some preliminary
instructions that I need to give you. I know from
watching movies, reading books, watching TV shows, trials
are often full of a lot of suspense, a lot of action. And
while that might be the case in this trial, it probably
won't be. I think what you'll find is that, more often
than not, in reality, trials are slow, deliberate, and
repetitive proceedings, the exact opposite of what you
might be accustomed to when you watch a trial for
entertainment purposes or read about a trial for
entertainment purposes. But I do hope you find the trial
educational, I hope you find it entertaining, and I want
to thank you at the outset for being here and for serving
as jurors in this case.

The attorneys appearing before you are advocates for
the parties they represent, but first and foremost, they
are officers of the court. They're sworn to uphold the
integrity and the fairness of our judicial system and to
help you in the search for the truth in this case. You
should expect them to be professional, competent, and
ethical in the representation of their client's interest.

Now, what I now say is intended to serve as an
introduction to the trial of this case. These remarks are
not a charge on the law in this case. I will instruct you

on the law applicable to this case at the end of the trial
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before you retire to consider your verdict.

This is merely an explanation of the proceeding that
we will follow in the trial of this case so that you can
better understand what is happening.

Now, both defendants or each defendants in this case
is charged by indictments, and they are charged with two
counts of murder and one count of armed robbery. Now, the
elements of those crimes I'll explain to you at a later
time.

These indictments charging these defendants with
these crimes are simply the charges by which the case is
brought into the court. These indictments are not in any
sense evidence of any of the allegations contained in
them. The defendants have pled not guilty to these
indictments, and the State; therefore, has the burden of
proving each of the elements of each indictment beyond a
reasonable doubt.

It will be your duty, ladies and gentlemen, to
decide whether or not the State has met that burden of
proof. Your purpose as jurors is to find and determine
the facts of this case. You are the sole judge of the
facts of this case. If, at any time, I make a comment
regarding the facts of this case, you must disregard my
comments. You are to determine the facts from the

testimony you hear and any other evidence that is
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introduced during the trial of this case. It is up to you
to determine the inferences which you feel may properly be
drawn from that evidence.

It is especially important that you perform your
duty of determining the facts diligently and
conscientiously because, ordinarily, there's no way to
correct an erroneous determination of the facts by a jury.

Now, on the other hand and with equal emphasis, the
same law that makes you the judge of the facts makes me
the judge of the law. The law as given to you by the
Court is the only law that you may consider. You must
accept and follow the law as I give it to you even though
you may disagree with it. Just as I cannot tell you what
the facts of this case are, you cannot disagree with me
about the law to be applied in this case. Your job is
take the law as I give it to you and apply it to the facts
as you find those facts to be from the testimony of the
witnesses and any other evidence that is introduced.

After doing that, you can then render your
verdict -- a true and just verdict under the solemn oath
that you are about to take as jurors in this case.

Now, until I advise you to begin your deliberations,
you must not discuss this case with anyone, including your
fellow jurors. You cannot discuss it with any friends,

family members, or anyone involved in the case.
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After the case is submitted to you, you must then
discuss the case but only in the jury room with your
fellow jurors. The attorneys and parties in this case
have been advised that they're not to talk to you at all.
So, they're not being rude. If they're involved in this
case, they cannot speak to you, just like you cannot speak
to them.

Now, during the trial of this case, you are not to
read or listen to or watch any news reports about the
case. This includes anything that may be in the
newspapers or on the internet, radio, or television. You
must not consider anything you may have read or heard
about the case outside of the courtroom, whether that be
before or during the trial of this case. It is important
that you keep an open mind and not decide any issue in the
case until all of the evidence has been presented, the
parties have made their closing arguments, and I have
instructed you on the law to be applied in this case.

It is your solemn responsibility to determine the
guilt or innocence of the defendants, and your verdict
must be based solely on the evidence as it is presented to
you in this trial and on the law as I instruct you during
and at the close of the trial.

Now, in a moment, the solicitor will make what's

called an opening statement in which the solicitor will
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explain to you the issues in this case or at least what
the solicitor thinks the issue in this case is or what the
issues are. The attorneys for the defendant may also make
opening statements although they are not required to do
so. What the attorneys tell you during their opening
statements are not evidence in this case. It is only the
attorneys' contention as to what they think the issues in
this case are.

The evidence in this case will be presented to you
by testimony of sworn witnesses from the witness stand and
by any other exhibits that may be introduced into
evidence.

Now, in determining what the true facts are in this
case, you must decide whether or not the testimony of a
witness is believable. It is my responsibility to rule as
a matter of law as to whether or not certain testimony is
admissible at all or not. However, once testimony is
admitted into evidence, whether or not you believe it is
solely for you to determine.

In deciding whether to believe a witness, you have
the right to consider the interest of any witness, the
bias of any witness, the prejudice of any witness, the
opportunity for the witness to have seen the matters and
things about which the witness may testify and the way the

witness acts on the witness stand. You have the right to
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consider anything that is in the record that will help you
evaluate the testimony of the witnesses. That means that
it is your duty to pay close attention to these witnesses,
to observe the witnesses, to listen to the witnesses, and
to pay close attention to the attorneys and to the Court.
Don't let your thoughts wander but give strict attention
to the testimony in this case, so, at the end of all of
the testimony, after the arguments of counsel and a charge
on the law by the Court, you will then be in a position to
determine what the true facts are and apply the law to
those facts and thus render a true and just verdict.

Now, are there any additional charges or challenges
to the open charges?

By the State?

MS. MARTIN: Nothing from the State.

MR. WILSON: No, Your Honor.

MR. GALMORE: No, sir.

THE COURT: Before we begin with opening statements,
as I told you during jury qualifications and voir dire,
jurors are constantly taking oaths. So, I'll need you to
stand and raise your right hand while the clerk of course
administers the oath for you to serve as jurors on this
specific case.

(The jury was duly sworn.)

THE CLERK: You may be seated. Thank you.
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THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury that did
not respond to the oath by saying "I do"? If so, please
stand.

All right. Ladies and gentlemen, we're going to
begin the trial of the State's opening statement. And as
I told you, these opening statements are not evidence. It
is simply the attorney's contentions as to what they think
the issues in this case are.

The State may go forward.

MS MARTIN: May it please the Court?

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE STATE

MS. MARTIN: It was four against one. The one,
Kalik Conn, in the front driver's seat of his car,
surrounded. The four? Well, beside him? Jeremiah
Dicker. In the backseat right behind him? The defendant,
Dajon Grate. On the side of him outside his car? Nasirea
Grate. And in the car right near them? Todd Fry.

It was four against one, in their territory, on
their terms and their turf.

And when the shooting started, because it did,
everybody had guns, and the one never left his car alive
again. Shot multiple times.

Jeremiah Dicker? Shot in the head, shot in the

back. Made it about 45 yards before he fell dead. Two
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murders.

In the backseat? Dajon Grate, he was also shot in
the arm and in the left leg.

So, how do we get here? How did we get to this --
these two murders, this shoot-out? Well, it all starts on
May the 31st of 2022 in the Loris section of -- the Red

Bluff section of Loris. Okay? Right off of _

Road. These two defendants, they live off of _
there off of _

Now, the other two of those four were staying with
them: Todd Fry and Jeremiah Dicker. They got up that
afternoon that day and they decided, well, we're hungry,
we're going to go get something to eat. So, they pile
into Todd Fry's gold Cadillac and they drive to the
Sunhouse gas station right off of Red Bluff Road.

They pull in about 1:24 p.m. And you're going to
see them on camera getting out of the vehicle. You're
going to see Todd Fry, bushy hair, white tank top. You're
going to see his jean shorts. He walks in.

You'll see the defendant, Dajon Grate. No shirt,
dark shorts, pink flip-flops, pink slides, talking on the
cell phone the entire time.

Nasirea Grate walks in, the other defendant. He's
got on a hat, a mask pulled up, a black shirt with a red

logo on the back, and white shorts.
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They go inside the store. They walk around. They
get themselves something to drink, something to eat. Then
Nasirea Grate walks out. When he walks out of the store,
he's approached by one of the victims, Kalik Conn. They
talk for a second. Nasirea walks back to Todd Fry's car.
He gets in. Everybody else goes and gets in the car. And
you see Jeremiah Dicker, the other victim in this case,
get out the car. Distinguishable hair. Pants sagging.
He's got green boxer shorts on, lime green. He walks over
to Kalik Conn's car, his white Acura. And, at that
moment, Kalik offers to sell him an ounce of weed for
$100.

So, absolutely, yeah, they exchange numbers.
Jeremiah Dicker calls Kalik Conn. They'll be in touch.

He goes back, gets in Todd Fry's car.

And then we track them. You're going to see them go
up, go back up _ Road, pass by - Road,
turn left onto Sandpiper. Because they go to their spot,
the spot that they know. Peanut's old house.

Now, these are apartment complex and apartment
building, single story. Just four apartments right there.
And they go and they get there at approximately 1:41 and
1:47 p.m.

They get there. They get their plan together.

They're going to rob Kalik Conn. And so, at 1:52,
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Jeremiah Dicker texts Kalik Conn the location. Their
terms, their territory, their turf.

You're going to watch Kalik Conn come down, go
around past the Sunhouse again, and go up Red Bluff Road
and turn on Highway - to the incident location, -
Highway -, right there in Loris.

When Kalik gets there, he backs his car into the
first spot in the first apartment. Jeremiah Dicker sits
in the front passenger seat of his car. The defendant,
Dajon, sits in the back. Nasirea is on the outside of the
vehicle. Todd Fry is waiting in the car, ready to go.

Every single one of them have guns. They're all
ready. What happens in that car? Can't exactly tell you,
but what I do know is that the shooting starts. Kalik
Conn is shot multiple times from the back, from the
outside of the car, from the inside of the car. He's left
for dead.

Jeremiah Dicker runs. And you're going to see the
blood trail of where he ran before he falls dead.

Dajon Grate gets out the car and he runs. Jumps in
Todd Fry's car. You're going to see that blood trail.

Nasirea goes to check on Dicker. It's too late.
There's nothing he can do. So, in his distinctive mask
and his distinctive shirt, he runs and gets in Todd Fry's

car as they're rolling away.
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They go back to home base, to their - Road
house, where they're seen there by the defendant's own
grandfather, grandmother's boyfriend.

So, y'all are here because of an armed robbery and
two murders: the murder of Kalik Conn and the murder of
Jeremiah Dicker. So, how are we going to prove this to
you? Because the State of South Carolina, as the
prosecutors, we have the burden of proof. Okay? We must
prove to you that these defendants committed this crime
beyond a reasonable doubt.

So, what does that mean? What does "beyond a
reasonable doubt" mean? Well, it does not mean beyond all
doubt. At the end of this trial, you must be firmly
convinced of the defendants' guilt.

Now, this isn't going to be a who-done-it because
there are two things for sure that we can depend on: DNA,
cell phone records. And y'all remember the pink slides
that I was telling you Dajon was wearing? Well, those are
found in the victim's car, along with blood and along with
his cell phone. DNA.

The mask is collected at Nasirea Grate's house.
Okay? Cell phone records show Nasirea Grate at the scene
at the time.

We're going to have eyewitnesss for you. They're

going to tell you what they saw. You're going to see —-
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like I said, y'all are going to see the Sunhouse video,
them going in. You're going to track their locations.
You're going to track Kalik's location coming up to his
death.

You're going to hear testimony about the guns, about
the bullets, about the kill shot that killed Kalik Conn
from the outside of that vehicle.

At the end of this trial -- we're not going to get
the opportunity to talk to you again until the end, and
Ms. Livesay is going to come up and she's going to talk to
you, and she's going to piece everything together because
this is going to be a piecemeal, like Judge Culbertson did
say. You're going to hear one thing at a time, and then
we're going to have to put it all together. Because it's
not a straight line as what you see on TV. Okay?

But, at the end of this trial, when you hear all the
evidence, when you see everything, I know that you're
going to be firmly convinced of the defendants' guilt.
When you go back to the jury room and you start your
deliberations, we are asking that you find a verdict of
guilty on all charges for both defendants. Thank you.

THE COURT: Mr. Wilson, does the defendant, Nasirea
Grate, wish to make an opening statement?

MR. WILSON: Yes, sir. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.
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OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT NASIREA GRATE

MR. WILSON: Madam Forelady and ladies and
gentlemen, first, let me say thank you for being here.

And I guess you're saying, "Well, you're thanking me but I
didn't have any choice." And you didn't. You had a
subpoena so you had to be here.

But let me also say that, in this case, there is no
more an important place for you to be than here. You see,
the system only works if you're here. You're the only
thing that stands between the State of South Carolina and
these defendants on this day. And that's true in every
criminal case that comes into this courtroom. The jury is
the only thing that stands between them. You are it. You
are the backbone. You are the system. Justice only
exists if it exists in your hearts and minds. That's it.
It's that simple.

And I tell this story, and it's honestly a true
story. When I was a little boy, my mom used to clean up
an insurance agency, which was right there on the corner
of Main Street. I think there's a place called Vanite
there now. It was upstairs, and I used to come with her
sometimes to take the trash down to the dump.

And every time I would pass this courthouse, and I'd
see the flag flying, and I'd see those brick columns

standing all majestically. I would just always get this
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chill, right, that, man, this is where you go to get
justice. This is where people get fair treatment.

As I got older, went to law school, I realized that
that's not true. That's not true at all. Justice only
exists in the hearts and the minds of jurors, of those 12
people -- 14 of you now -- who sit in judgment. Because
if you're not interested in the truth, if you're not
interested in making the State meet its burden, then
there's no justice. It doesn't exist beyond you.

I represent Nasirea Grate.

Stand up, Mr. Grate. You can sit down.

He is not guilty. He is not guilty as he stands
here today. And he's just not not guilty because Ralph
Wilson says he's not guilty. He's not guilty because the
law of this state says he is not guilty. He's only guilty
if -- if the State of South Carolina, by and through its
prosecutors, can bring you evidence, not hearsay, not some
speech that they want to make, not some interpretation
that they might have or some theory that they might have
about what they said went on. That is not the law. The
evidence is going to come from this witness stand and from
those exhibits that might be introduced into evidence.
Those are the things that you consider.

I have a theory. It ain't worth much. They got a

theory. It ain't worth much. Listen to the evidence in




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT NASIREA GRA4§

276

this case. Listen.

I often tell jurors this: When it says the State
has the burden of proof, what does that mean? That means
that the State is on trial because the defendant has no
burden of proof. Doesn't have to prove one word. Don't
have to say nothing. Ever. The State has the burden of
proof.

So, what does that mean? That means that they must
bring you evidence, not their theory, like Ms. Martin
presented to you, and say, "Oh, we got this theory, we
think this is what happened and that's what happened."”
Well, I think I'm going to be a millionaire next week and
win the lottery, but they ain't necessarily going to
happen. Theories don't matter. What matters is proof.

I simply ask you to do this: Hold them to their
burden. That's all. Nothing more. Nothing less. Don't
ask anything more of you than that.

The burden of proof says that they must prove to
your satisfaction beyond a reasonable doubt. Now, in
ci