
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 In the Court of Appeals 

________ 

APPEAL FROM GEORGETOWN COUNTY 
Court of General Sessions 

Roger M. Young, Sr., Circuit Court Judge 
_________  

The State of South Carolina, 

Respondent, 

v. 

Jody Lynn Ward, 

Appellant. 

__________ 

Appellate Case No. 2025-001703 
_________ 

Motion to Relieve Counsel and Petition for Extension of Time to Request 
Transcript 

Appellant would respectfully request a 30-day extension to request a transcript in the 

above–referenced case. Additionally, Counsel Shaffer would respectfully request to be relieved as 

counsel on this case.  In support of this motion, counsel would respectfully show the Court the 

following: 

1. Counsel was initially retained in 2015. See Appellate Case Number 2021-

000402 & 2021-00072.

2. In late 2020 Counsel agreed to assist Appellant on a Motion for Post-

Conviction DNA testing and a subsequent PCR (2021CP2200344).
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3. On July 15, 2023, Applicant filed a subsequent motion for a new trial based

on after discovered evidence.

4. On May 1, 2025, a hearing was convened on the 2021 PCR; Application for

Post-Conviction DNA testing; and 2023 Motion for a New Trial based on

after discovered evidence. During this hearing, Appellant indicated that he

wanted to discharge Counsel Shaffer.

5. The Honorable Roger Young, ruled that Appellant had 30 days to either

work out his relationship with Counsel Shaffer or retain substitute counsel.

If Appellant did not meet this deadline the Court indicated that Mr. Shaffer

would be relieved and new counsel would be appointed. (See Exhibit A).

6. Prior to issuing an order relieving Counsel Shaffer and appointing substitute

counsel, Judge Young ruled on the matters that are the subject of this appeal.

7. Judge Young then relieved Counsel Shaffer on the 2021 PCR which is still

pending in the circuit court. (See Exhibit B).

8. On September 30, 2025, Counsel Shaffer spoke with Appellant via video

conferencing concerning the appeal. Appellant confirmed that he wanted

Counsel Shaffer relieved in this case. Appellant indicated that he intended

to seek new counsel.

9. On October 7, 2025, Appellant filed a pro se motion asking that Counsel

Shaffer be relieved and new counsel be appointed.1

1 Counsel Shaffer does not agree with all the allegations made by Appellant in his pro se motion. 



10. Counsel Shaffer has not received a formal affidavit of indigency2 from 

Appellant, but the circuit court has seen fit to appoint counsel to represent 

Appellant for the PCR. (See Exhibit B).  

11. Appellant wishes Counsel Shaffer to be discharged and Counsel Shaffer 

wishes to be relieved. 

12. Additionally, in order to provide Appellant or his substituted Counsel an 

opportunity to obtain the transcript, Appellant requests a 30-day extension 

requests the transcript in the above referenced case. 

13. Counsel makes this request in good faith and not for the purposes of delay. 

WHEREFORE, the undersigned counsel would respectfully request an order to relieve Mr. 

Shaffer as counsel of record in this case.  Additionally, Appellant requests a 30-day extension in 

which to request a transcript in this case. Counsel requests that the time limits for this appeal be 

held in abeyance pending a ruling on this motion. 

 

   s/ Tristan Shaffer    
  Tristan M. Shaffer (SC Bar 77565) 
  4701 Oleander Drive 
  Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 
  (843) 916-9300 
  tristan@gotaxelrod.com 
Other Counsel of Record: 
Melody Brown 

 
2 Over the last 10 years, Counsel and his prior employer were paid approximately $8,500.00 for 
representation of Appellant. These funds came from Appellant and his family. Counsel Shaffer 
and Appellant have agreed that upon being relieved, Counsel Shaffer will provide a partial refund 
$3000.00. This partial refund was requested by Appellant. Although Counsel Shaffer believes that 
any fee was earned over the past 10 years, Counsel Shaffer is willing to provide the partial refund 
to facilitate getting relieved. Counsel mentions this for the sake of candor with the Court. 
However, due to the fact that Appellant is serving a life sentence, this partial refund should not 
significantly impact the court’s determination of whether he qualifies for appointed counsel.  
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Exhibit B



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 In the Court of Appeals 

________ 

APPEAL FROM GEORGETOWN COUNTY 
Court of General Sessions 

Roger M. Young, Sr., Circuit Court Judge 
_________  

The State of South Carolina, 

Respondent, 

v. 

Jody Lynn Ward, 

Appellant. 

__________ 

Appellate Case No. 2025-001703 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
_________ 

The undersigned Counsel certifies that on October 20, 2025, the Motion to Relieve Counsel 
and Petition for Extension of Time to Request Transcript was served on the Respondent via email. 
Counsel also certifies that on October 20, 2025, a copy of the Motion to Relieve Counsel and 
Petition for Extension of Time to Request Transcript was sent to Appellant via U.S. Mail. 

s/ Tristan Shaffer 
Tristan M. Shaffer (SC Bar 77565) 
4701 Oleander Drive 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 
(843) 916-9300
tristan@gotaxelrod.com

Other Counsel of Record: 
Melody Brown 
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