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 On August 6, 2025, Respondent Hess filed a Reply Brief in answer to Appellant 

Morphis’s return to Hess’s petition for rehearing on the issue of prejudgment interest. Rule 

221(a) specifically states that returns to petitions are not permitted unless invited by the court.  

The court, on July 24, did invite returns to petitions for rehearing, however, did not invite reply 

briefs. Rule 240 does allow replies, but that rule applies only to motions and petitions 

“generally.” The more specific Rule 221 applies to petitions for rehearing and, therefore, 

controls. Hess’s reply brief is improper and Morphis requests that it be struck.  
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