Nov 062025
SC Court of Appeals
The Supreme Court of South Carolina

Patricia A. Howard POST OFFICE BOX 11330
CLERK OF COURT COLUMBIA, szgéﬂH CAROLINA

Brenda F. Shealy TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1080
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK FAX: (803)734-1499

November 6, 2025

Mr. Ray Edward Chestnut, #304094
Kirkland Correctional Institution
4344 Broad River Road

Columbia, SC 29210

Dear Mr. Chestnut:

This responds to your letter received November 5, 2025, relating to your case
that is pending below. Since you are represented by counsel in this matter(s), no
action will be taken on your pro se filing. Miller v. State, 388 S.C. 347, 697
S.E.2d 527 (2010); Jones v. State, 348 S.C, 13, 558 S.E.2d 517 (2002); State v.
Stuckey, 333 S.C. 56, 508 S.E.2d 564 (1998); Foster v. State, 298 S.C. 298 S.C.
306, 379 S.E.2d 907 (1989).

We are forwarding a copy of your letter to your counsel so he can be aware of
your concerns.

Sincerely,

Tatricic Q. Howond

CLERK

cc:  Wanda H. Carter (with copy of correspondence)
Alan McCrory Wilson
Mark Reynolds Farthing
Joshua David Holford



The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings



RECEIVED

NOV 05 2025
IN_THE SUPREME COURT of SouTH CAROLINA ooy GOURT-

Ex \Dar'l'c P

Km{ Edward C/]/les-H\»d'; SCDCFIpYH09Y
PetiHoner

VS

The Honomblc Midhael 6. NLH'\CSi Chief Administrative
j’ualge Hfor He Ffteenth Judicial Cleaat, and  Hae

C\erk ot cowrt for Horr\'l Coun*"\f. Sowth Caro'a‘na;

K es p ondents .

PET)Tiod For. A wWRIT OF MANDAMUS

IN TRODuUcT 10N

PC"’I\‘Hor\{f’, Ka\’; Eclwan‘ Chuﬁ\d'i r‘tsfu;'“Fudly Pej’i-h‘onj

‘H'\:S Honova“t Couwrt Pu(SbUU\‘r' o 'Z\AIC Zt{S,, Sowt

Corolina Appellate Couwrt Rules éSf—ACR).r ond  the
inherent aw“*‘\on(‘i';/ of Hhis (owt under Actide V,

iy of Hre South Carolina ConS‘H‘ht‘Hon', for issuance

of a wrt of Mandamus clirech‘ng He Horr;/ ao»wi'y
Court of General Sessions and ifs Clerk 4o accept,

Aocv,a‘ti and j()roM%D'H\,, S(‘,l/\eo‘u,l'b a |heaving on  WiS Motiga

9|




4o Vacate Conviction and Sentence -Eor Lacik of nggjec"'—
marer TJuisdiction .

TJueisDicTion

Thus Cowrt has oeiginal J)m.‘scl-‘ch‘on 1o _issue wreits
of mandamus o inferior courts and J‘]da‘da,l officers,

See S-C. const. art. V;5S"; Ex pacte Wilson, 367 S.C.

i (Zoo:),

STATEMENT OF FACTS

On july IQ"S,ZOZS,, Petitioner was tried and

(‘,or\vfd'e,d in Hae Hom'/ Cowd'y Cowr + of General Sessimsf
case_number 2025- 68-24-0631, before e Honorable

Eutg{me, . Warr Jr.

Offical records From Hae South Carolina Seueflry

of state show Haat Tudge Waer did not take or £ile

his oath of office as a Clraut Court :Fu/’ﬁ Unt |

Tuly 22, 2025, seven days after Petitione’s drial con -
cluded.

The Judicia) mect Selection Commiscion annownced

that Tudge wars family Court seat (Yth Judicial

Cirewt)  was declaed vacant on Iuly A » 2025 | con-
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-Fn‘rming he remained a Family court Judge

‘Hr\mtk@h Haat date.

Y. [herefore , on July 14-15, 2025, Judge Warr
was not duly qualified, commissioned, of authorzed

"b ac‘l' as _a C‘ruu“" Court J'ud}c arwl laqu Subjea‘f‘-

atHer )urfsd:chwq 4o v,PreS}Jo over a General
eSSionS (Lr:mfr\ad \;“*“,’ trial.

& pt‘h(‘h‘oncr £ied o MmoHon +v vacate convicton

and Sentence for Lack of Subjed--maﬂer

Junisdickion  $n  October 2025, but the I-}om} Com“-),

Clerk of court refused 4o set a 'M’Jlﬁ(ng on the

MOHon roster ; Stating fhat the Honorable Michael

Nettes ( chiet adwinistrative Tudge) advised that

‘H/\ﬂ ‘hfﬂ cowT IQCIQJ md'hon‘f\,/ bﬁcausc loeil\'l'fw\&f"s

Aicect appeal (Appellate Case No. 2025-00)uy1) s

.Ii)eyq“ng before the South Carolina Cowt of Appeals

(ag_i&lz_ﬁ&mdj'uﬁ‘uﬁéﬁgﬂm*bwevw; may be

< “ "
Q1S y + ‘
caised gt any Hme' and cannot be waived, even

Avu’fne 8 pena“an a,o;:m,l. See. State v, C‘lCh‘fr\/,.
363 s.C. 93 (200s) .

it 5

Petittoner refrpecﬁ’:ully requests Hrat his motfo

~ lbe scheduled [or hearing on October 30,2025

£9:3




before +Hae Honom(ol& Alex Hymom}a. neutral end

wl MisS fon Clrevu't Court . e itn H-orr)L

COMH'#.

da ] + Hhis jun‘sd«‘d“on

isSue, love}n& addressed is an _additonal day Hhat
Peditioner is MhlawﬂFuﬂy inCarcerated under ajngmer\"’

eatered by 4 judge without |awful authodty to act

G RounNDS FoR RELIEF

A. Mandamys |s e \Dro'per Rmd¥

A wit of mandamus ltes o C,OMfel a ,ou.bla‘c.

officer 4o perform a 'purdt,; ministerial duﬁ/ r‘??u/‘rf_o‘

b\/ Jaw. See State ex.re]|. Mclevd v. Cowt of Appeals,
2bs gci 313 L1915),

The clerk and Chlef Admin:strative Jngc

j’\i‘& Qa V\.OnA:SC"ﬁ‘l’:m\Mg’J duj“y +o &Cuf+ / C{OC‘L{"}',,

set he@n‘nax on _ MOotHons 'Drp%oul\'z Su.bmz(-H-e,i “+r
~HML court.

B. “The Trial :rw‘ge Lacied Lawtul ‘/}’Lu"'twn(‘/\/

Undee Arhide VIS of Hhe Soubs Carolina

P




Constitution and S.C. code * 14=3-)0, a judge musT

take and File the constitutional oatih of office

Lefore exercising judl‘chd powers . Because J’ucls,e.

wWary did not dake his Clrewit Cowt ocath wniil Tul\’;

22, zozs his actions on Cl‘ulu IY-15~ were void ab

iniHo . SCC State v. 'ﬁgl or, 360 S-C, 18 (Zootl), Se:tjars—

Mrw v. Jmsc 387 s.c. 109 (zo010) .

£ Subdie - matter Tw:(sJ;‘ch Cannit Be ]A)afval

LJDK O'F'Sulgfed’ -matter l'uft‘Sc“c‘an MM be

Y‘A(SQA at any g&t of MAL&%

lbe waived waived gg consent ,;E ailure o gb;ec:_tf cppeal

PRMNER foe RELIEFE

Petitioner respectfully peays ot Hiis Honowable

Cowrt .

|sSue a \Wet of Mandamus OFCLCFJL e H-orN

County Clerk of cowt 4o accept Aodcd' and schdulo

Petitioner's Moton v vacate CQAWCHOA amo( sentence

for Lack of Subjw+~ma+41f Jursdiction .

2 Direct Hre clhief Administrative iTque of Jhe

Erfteenrth Judidal Clrewt 4o assign the Honorable

P9.5




Alex H\'mg_m o hear Pehtoner's motion and held
the lhearing on October 30, zoz5, or as soen

Hrereafter as ]pmc-h‘mblf,

(&Cogni’bc Hut each c‘m{ of Ac'm’: resulfs i

continued unlawful incarceration of the Petitioner
und£r a JuJemm"‘ issued ‘04 a }ulgc witHiout |awful

aWH/\on“"\’ ,‘ and

Grant any additonad relief dhis Cowrt deems

Jiu5+ ond proper in_tie interests of justice,

Kes ?ed"‘Ful l\,/ Submited

i Py Clpstad

Ray Edward Chm‘n.d'l, schC# 304 0%y
Kt/‘ldahtl Correctonal IHS‘)L;‘)LvCHon

Y3uq Broad River Rodd

Colum\o?al,sc 29210

October 23, 2025

P9 b




aw v \‘ (,\/\"\‘h \&* SCbc “—’((‘( au
4“\' adl q l'\s{ f“’li\-'\ : Lb“{ B‘:, (_}{-” #27 CC )LLLM:i‘{#t«:b{: LJ_

\u\»i L

\/\l K \an d Corc e ) e -
A 23 OCT 20PHTERARE | A
344 Proad Liver ¥ . igha 420 25
. — 29210 “ | 7 202
Columbian, SC a

Py U S w
Ay S } “[he Sapreme Cowrt 01 Sou HA Carolina
rel ‘(’. o. Box (I3 30 RECEIVED
e h Y,
BN Columbia, SC ZA2(0 NOV 05 205

S.C. SUPREME COURT

AMn, cleris Otdice

e L I s g -

S & FEGAL MATL X




RECEIVED

NOV 05 2025
NERIFICATIN (CERTIFICATE oF SEW'C%PREMEM

Ii Kﬁ\'! Edward CJMS“’MT, \/\erelo\', certify that

T lhave served a copy 0f Hais Petition for Weit of
M and amus ILpon Hae fo\lowlng ?ar-h‘e_s l_?_ide_posfﬁn%

o tvue and correct copy of said Petction in  the

grkon mad system  do e PlaoeJ in_Hae Uaited States

Mail , postage prepuid | addressed as follows:

Honorable Michael Nettes ) Rence Elvis

Chiet Administrative J—udge. )\‘\'Wf;l C»Ou_if"\f Clerk of Covrt

1301 _Second Avenue ) P.0. Box 17
f(‘_onwm,,; SeZq52% ) C_Onwag,;, SC 29529
TFoshua Holford ) Alan  Wilson
\—\'Orr}l C.oun‘l’\,/ Solicitor's Office )A‘Hpmu’; Geneval of S.c.
P.0, Box 12176 ) P.o. Box 11544
Conway, SC_2452% ) Columbia, SC 2921

Is/ Kaq[ Clrestsel

Ra\{ Edward Chestnut




	Chestnut, Ray -  Response
	Chestnut, Ray Petition (COA 2025-001447) - TBS
	Chestnut, Ray Cert. of Service (2)

