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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON 

PennyMac Loan Services, LLC, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

Judith A. Kelly; Judith-Ann Kelly as co-trustee 

of Judith Ann Kelly Family Trust; Ann Cornell 

as cotrustee of Judith Ann Kelly Family Trust; 

South Brook Community Association, Inc.  

Defendants. 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

CIVIL ACTION NO.: 2023-CP-32-02327 

ORDER OF REFERENCE 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Rule 53(b), SCRCP, the above-entitled foreclosure case is an 

action that may be referred to a Master in Equity or Special Referee by order of a Circuit Court 

Judge or the Clerk of Court; 

WHEREAS, the above-entitled foreclosure case was previously referred to The 

Honorable James O. Spence, as Master in Equity for Lexington County, by Order of Reference 

entered on October 12, 2023; 

WHEREAS, on January 8, 2024, Judge Spence entered a Form 4 in this action recusing 

himself due to a conflict; 

WHEREAS, Plaintiff now moves to have this case referred to a Special Referee in light 

of the Master in Equity’s recusal;  

WHEREAS, Joseph Kershaw Spong, Esquire, has agreed to accept the reference of this 

case and preside as a Special Referee in this action; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that this action is referred to Joseph Kershaw Spong, as 

Special Referee, to take testimony and to direct entry of final judgment in this action under Rule 

53(b), SCRCP, and all matters arising from or reasonably related to such action. The Special 

Referee shall retain jurisdiction to perform all necessary acts incident to this action including 

issuance of any rule to show cause, including, but not limited to, any rule to show cause why a 

party should not be bound by the judgment. Further, the Special Referee shall retain jurisdiction 

to hear any action or any motions pursuant to the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, 

including, but not limited to, Rule 60(b).  Pursuant to Rule 53(e), SCRCP, any appeal from any 
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order or judgment entered by the Special Referee shall be directly to the South Carolina Supreme 

Court or the South Carolina Court of Appeals as provided by the South Carolina Appellate Court 

Rules. 

 (Court’s signature page to follow) 
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Lexington Common Pleas

Case Caption: Pennymac Loan Services, Llc VS Judith A Kelly , defendant, et al

Case Number: 2023CP3202327

Type: Order/Referred to Master or Special Referee

So Ordered

Lisa Comer, Clerk of Court by Mona Huggins
Chief Deputy Clerk of Court

Electronically signed on 2025-09-08 16:17:27     page 3 of 3
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