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The State of South Carolina vs. Jerald Denton Gaskins Jr 

Case Number: 1545062 Court Agency: Citv Of Travelers Rest Filed Date: 03/25/2004 

Case Type: Criminal Case Sub Type: 

Status: Disposed Assigned Judge: Burnette, Shirley Landreth Disposition Judge: Burnette, Shirley Landreth 

Disoosition: Pied Guilty 

Disposition Date: 06/03/2004 Date Received: Arrest Date: 

law Enf. Case: TR06041719 True Bill Date: No Bill Date: 

Prosecutor Case: Indictment Number: Waiver Date: 

Probation Case: 

Case Parties Charges Sentencing Associated Cases Actions Financials Bonds 

Name 

Gaskins, Jerald 
Denton Jr 

Charge Code - Charge Description 

2671-Domestic / Criminal Domestic Violence -
1st offense 
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Original Charge Code - Original Charge 

2671-Domestic / Criminal Domestic Violence -
1st offense 

Disposition Date 
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The State of South Carolina vs. Jerald Denton Gaskins Jr 

Case Number: 2012A2320100089 Court Agency: City Of Travelers Rest Filed Date: 

Case Type: Criminal Case Sub Type: 

Status: Disposed Assigned Judge: Tate, Phillip Disposition Judge: 

Disposition: Pied Guilty 

Disposition Date: 02/11/2013 Date Received: Arrest Date: 

Law Enf. Case: TR0612111S7 True Bill Date: No Bill Date: 

Prosecutor Case: Indictment Number: Waiver Date: 

Probation Case: 

Case Parties Charges Sentencing Associated Cases Actions Financials Bonds 

Name 

Gaskins, Jerald 
Denton Jr 

Charge Code - Charge Description 

3056-Domestic / Violation of court order of 
protection 
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Original Charge Code - Original Charge 

3056-Domestic / Violation of court order of 
protection 

10/09/2012 

Johnson, Issac Jr 

Disposition Date 

02/11/2013 
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Case Number: 2013A2320100240 Court Agency: City Of Travelers Rest Filed Date: 

Case Type: Criminal Case Sub Type: 

Status: Disposed Assigned Judge: Tate, Phillie Disposition Judge: 

Disposition: Pied Guilty 

Disposition Date: 11/15/2013 Date Received: Arrest Date: 

Law Enf, Case: TR061310115 True Bill Date: No Bill Date: 

Prosecutor Case: Indictment Number: Waiver Date: 

Probation Case: 

Case Parties Charges Sentencing Associated Cases Actions Financials Bonds 

Name 

Gaskins, Jerald 
Denton Jr 

Charge Code - Charge Description 

3414-Assault / Assault & Battery 3rd degree 
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3414-Assault / Assault & Battery 3rd degree 

08/15/2013 

Tate, Phillip 
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11/15/2013 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
AFFIDAVIT OF TAMMY WOODLE – VICTIM ADVOCATE



Jerald D. Gaskins, Jr., 

V. 

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

Appellate Case No.: 2019-000907 

Petitioner, 

AFFIDAVIT OF TAMMY WOODLE 
State of South Carolina, 

) 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 

) 
) 

) 

) 

Respondent. 

Personally appeared before me the above stated affiant who makes the following sworn 

statement: 

1. I, Tammy Woodle, am a Victim Advocacy Coordinator at the South Carolina Attorney

General's Office - Victim Advocacy Division. I am the designated victim advocate in

the matter of Jerald D. Gaskins, Jr., v. The State of South Carolina, Appellate Case

No. 2019-000907.

2. On February 5, 2025, the South Carolina Court of Appeals remanded Petitioner

Gaskins' case for a new trial on Petitioner's appeal of the denial of his application for

post-conviction relief. That same day, Petitioner also moved for bond pending appeal.

3. On February 5, 2025, I notified Saundra Wackenheim, the victim's mother, by

telephone in regard to this Court's ruling. Ms. Wackenheim served as the primary

contact at the request of the victim.

4. Later that same day, after speaking with Ms. Wackenheim, I notified the victim,

Natalie Newkirk, by telephone in regard to this Court's ruling.
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5. On February 6, 2025, I again spoke with Ms. Newkirk, and at her request, also spoke

with Petitioner's ex-wife, Rachel Waldrop. I informed Ms. Waldrop and Ms. Newkirk

of Petitioner's request for bond pending appeal.

6. On February 10, 2025, I received a statement from Saundra Wackenheim, provided to

me in a PDF document attached to the email, which is attached to this affidavit.

7. On February 11, 2024, I received a statement from Natalie Newkirk via email which

reads as follows 1
: 

February 11, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to formally express my strong opposition to the 
release of Jerald D. Gaskins Jr. from incarceration. I have serious 
concerns about his manipulative and dangerous behavior, not only 
toward me but also toward my family, as well as other women and 
girls. 

During the time that I have known Jerald D. Gaskins Jr., he has 
consistently demonstrated a pattern of controlling, deceitful, and 
harmful actions. He has manipulated situations to his advantage, 
using intimidation and emotional abuse to exert power over others. 
This behavior has caused lasting emotional distress, not only to me 
but to others who have come into contact with him. 

Furthermore, Jerald D. Gaskins Jr.'s past actions suggest a clear 
and present risk to the safety and well-being of others. His 
behavior has escalated over time, and I fear that if he is released, 
he will continue to pose a serious threat. This is not only a concern 
for my personal safety but for that of other women, girls, and 
families in the community. 

Based on his history of dangerous behavior and the emotional toll 
he has already caused; I believe that releasing him would be a 
grave mistake. I urge you to take into account the potential harm 
he could inflict on others, especially those who are vulnerable. For 
the sake of safety and justice, I respectfully request that Jerald D. 
Gaskins Jr. remain incarcerated. 

For the purposes of omitting email addresses, the statement is copied verbatim from the email received by 
Ms. Newkirk. 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. I trust that you will 
consider the serious concerns I have raised in your decision­
making process. 

Sincerely, 

Natalie M. Newkirk 

8. On February 11, 2025, I received a statement from Rachel Waldrop via email which

reads as follows2
: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I met Jerald Gaskins when I was only 17-years-old. He 
convinced me that he loved me and that for us to be together, I had 
to move out of my parents' home because there was no way they 
would let me date a 26-year-old. After living with him for 5 
months, he convinced me to marry him, so we were married 
February 12, 2009; only two days after my 18th birthday. 

Our entire marriage was nothing but abusive. It was mostly 
emotional, mental, sexual and withholding food ( when I "needed to 
be punished"). The worst mental abusive tactic was when I 
miscarried our first child. He wouldn't even take me to the hospital, 
he made his sister take me. She didn't stay with me, she just 
dropped me off per his request. He never showed up to the hospital 
and he told me I better not call my mother or he'd "make my life 
hell", so I had to go through it completely by myself. Years later, I 
found out that he was having an affair with one of our friend's 
girlfriends at the time I was in the hospital. 

Physically, he strangled me twice and luckily his brother saved 
me before it was too late. I was so terrified of him and he isolated 
me to the point that I felt so alone and couldn't leave. He wouldn't 
even let me have a phone in order to leave or call the police. He 
even threatened to kill anyone who helped me leave him. I 
remember one time, he said if I called my dad to get me that he 
would kill my little sister and make me watch the light leave her 
eyes. Many times after I had the miscarriage, he would force 
himself on me. I apologize for the graphic nature of what I'm about 
to say, but you need to understand what kind of person he is. 
About a month after the miscarriage, he was angry with me 
because I wasn't ready to be intimate again yet. So, he took me to a 
deserted road, told me to get out of the car, walked me to a tree and 

2 For the purposes of omitting email addresses, the statement is copied verbatim from the email received 
from Ms. Waldrop. 
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told me to " drop my pants". I refused and started crying and told 
him I wasn't ready. He said that was okay because he was "going 
for the other hole". When I still fought him and refused, he pulled a 
gun out and put it to my head and told me to turn around. He then 
proceeded to sodomize me against my will with the gun still on the 
back of my head. I was crying and felt helpless and dirty. He told 
me this wasn't rape because I was his wife and therefore his 
property. When he was done, he laughed and said I got blood all 
over him and that when we got home, I was to shower immediately 
because I was disgusting. This situation wasn't the last time he 
forced himself on me at gunpoint. It was just the most traumatic. 
When I finally left for good in 2012, I spent 18 months at the Julie 
Valentine Center getting therapy because of this incident and many 
others. I am still in therapy to this day. (I go bi-weekly for one 
hour at iTrust Wellness). 

I was too scared to tell anyone what was happening and 
absolutely terrified to leave him. When our daughter was born 
(2010), he used her as a way to scare me and punish me. He said 
he would take her and I'd never see her again. In 2011, when I 
finally did have the courage to leave and go home to my parents, 
he made a false police report saying that I'd attacked him and they 
charged me with a CDV. At that time, he did what he threatened 
me with. He took Skylan somewhere and I didn't know where she 
was or if she was okay. So, when I got out of jail, I ended up going 
back to him because I missed my daughter and I didn't know if he'd 
hurt her like he hurt me. 

In 2012, I had the courage to leave him for good. The day I left, 
he had his father pick Sky Ian up so I couldn't take her with me (I 
was walking down the road because I didn't have a phone to call 
anyone). He kept her away from me and wouldn't let me see/talk to 
her at all or tell me if she was okay. I didn't see her again until DSS 
took her at our court hearing because they felt she was in danger 
being with him and she couldn't go with me because he accused 
me of being on drugs. She was placed with my cousin for 6 months 
while I had to go to Victim's classes at Compass of Carolina and I 
got her back in November of 2012. He was not granted visitation 
or anything because he didn't do the classes or anything else they 
told him to do. 

Once I had her back, he threatened me daily and stalked me. I 
was in school at the time at Greenville Technical College and my 
parents would babysit Skylan for me. He would have people 
follow me to see if I had her with me. I didn't even feel 
comfortable letting her leave the house. So, we stayed home 24/7 
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except when I would leave to go to school, but she stayed home. I 
was always scared of being out and about because I didn't know if 
the day would come when he would actually kill me. I was 
terrified he'd cause a wreck or come kill me when I was leaving 
class or something. I was so scared in fact, that I had the school's 
security officers escort me to and from classes. 

Per DSS, we both had to have psyche evaluations. He found out 
when my appointment was because the secretary told him when 
she wasn't supposed to. When I arrived at the library for my 
appointment, he was there waiting on me despite me having a 
restraining order against him. He tried to talk to me and chased me 
outside to my car. I called the police and filed a report, but they 
couldn't find him in the parking lot or the library. When they left, I 
tried to go back inside for my appointment because I thought he 
was gone. Unfortunately, he wasn't. He'd gone and changed his 
shirt and hat and was waiting on me when I went inside. I called 
the police again and they got the security footage from the library 
to prove it. They then filed more charges against him for breaking 
the restraining order. 

Even after the charges for the criminal sexual conduct were 
filed, he still stalked and threatened me. I had an evening job at 
Publix, and he would wait in the parking lot and just watch me and 
yell things at me. One day, he called me at work and threatened me 
over the phone. When he came there later that day, I called the 
police again because I still had the restraining order. He left before 
they got there, so they didn't file charges again because I couldn't 
prove he'd been there (besides the witness testimonies but they 
couldn't verify who he was because they didn't know him). 

He would also make fake Facebook accounts to try to stalk me 
and talk to me. When that didn't work, he'd have his friends send 
me threatening messages for him. He even messaged my aunt once 
and told her to have me call him "or else" (he didn't specify what 
would happen if I didn't). 

By this time, I was so scared of him and what he would do that 
I stopped leaving my house except for school, and my dad would 
take me to and from school to make sure I was safe. I didn't go to 
the store, or restaurants or anywhere else. I even stopped going to 
church because he knew where the church was and I was scared he 
would show up there too. I didn't even go to my family's house for 
Christmas, Thanksgiving, or anything until he was in prison. 
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When he was finally in prison, I finally felt safe enough to 
leave the house. And I felt safe enough to take the kids out in 
public because he could no longer stalk me or hurt me or my 
family. 

Please don't let him out on bond. The first place he will come is 
my house because he knows where we live. He found out from the 
adoption papers that were filed when my husband adopted Skylan 
and Mathew. He will never leave me alone. I still get letters in the 
mail with covert threats despite having the restraining order we 
have from the adoption. In addition to what he would do to me, my 
children are scared of him. They don't know the details of what 
he's done to me, but they know he hurt me and many other young 
girls. 

He will never stop hurting and preying on young girls. He once 
told me that it's easier to control them and "mold them to do 
whatever he wants them to do" when they're young and naive. He 
also likes that they're easier to scare. He told me that the problem 
with me was that he "got me when I was too old" (because I was 
17). The entire marriage, he preyed on young girls. I never had 
proof, just suspicions. But he surrounded himself with young girls 
of all ages, none older than 16. He would even bring them to our 
house (telling their parents that they were hanging out with me) 
and tell me to deal with it and said there was nothing I could do to 
change it. I had no way to protect those girls and I've never 
forgiven myself for it. 

If he's let out on bond, I guarantee there will be many more girls 
in the same situation. I wasn't the first, and definitely wasn't the 
last. 

I'm begging you, please protect these girls that would be his 
future potential victims. They deserve to not feel how me and who 
knows how many other girls feel. 

Thank you for reading this, and again I apologize for the graphic 
details. 

-Rachel Leanne Waldrop
( formerly Rachel Gaskins)
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9. On February 11, 2025, I received an email from Rachel Waldrop relaying a statement

written by Skylar Waldrop, her and Petitioner's shared daughter, which reads as 

follows3
:

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am scared about Psycho (that's what she calls Jerald Gaskins Jr.) 
getting out of prison because I am afraid that the first thing he is 
gonna do is come find me and try to get me to believe him and go 
with him just so that he can hurt me and do the same things he did 
to my mom to me. I don't ever wanna move out of my house where 
I am away from my mom and dad because I don't wanna be alone 
if he does find me and tries to hurt me. I started feeling this way 
after the talk they had with me and my brother about him and I 
would get these nightmares all the time telling me he is gonna 
come looking for me and do bad things to me and it made me 
scared and not want to move out or go anywhere alone when I 
become an adult. When I was little (I don't remember how old) I 
remember when I would be in a different room and my mom was 
with him in another room, and she was screaming and crying and it 
sounded like he was hurting her. All I remember is her yelling and 
screaming and crying and begging him to not do whatever he was 
gonna do to her. I still get the same dreams telling me that the 
same thing is gonna happen to me and I don't want that to happen. 
I don't want him to get out of jail and end up coming to hurt me or 
any of my siblings. I think I was scared of men when I was little 
because of the way Psycho treated my mom and all the yelling and 
crying, but when my mom met my dad and introduced me to him, I 
remember that I immediately knew he was a good person and that 
he made my mom feel happy and safe and I wanted him to be with 
us and take care of us. I don't really know how to explain what I elt 
but I remember that I felt safe around my dad. 

I just want Psycho to stay in jail where he cannot hurt me, my 
mom, my siblings, or anyone else because he scares me in general. 
I already know that if I meet him (I don't want to) I will 
automatically feel scared and uncomfortable and shaky and on the 
verge of tears. 

Thank you for reading this, 

Skylan Waldrop 

3 For the purposes of omitting email addresses, the statement is copied verbatim from the email received 
from Ms. Waldrop. 
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l 0. I affirm that none of these statements have been modified or edited and have been relayed to

me in my capacity as a victim's advocate as represented in this affidavit. 

THE AFFIANT FURTHER SA YETH NOT. 

SWORN TO BEFORE ME this / fl--J.i 
day of February 2025. 
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Your Honor, 

I am writing this letter to express my u.nwavering opposition to the release of Jerald 
Gaskins Jr., who was convicted and sentenced to 25 years for the heinous crime committed 
against my daughter, Natalie Newkirk. It has only been 10 years since that sentencing, and I 
cannot begin to express how deeply this crime has affected not only her but our entire 
family. 

The trauma inflicted upon Natalie did not end with the conviction. She continues to 
struggle daily with the emotional and psychological scars left by this predator's actions. The 
fear, anxiety, and pain she endures are lifelong consequences-far longer than the time 
Jerald Gaskins Jr. has served behind bars. We have worked tirelessly to rebuild, yet the 
possibility of his release threatens to undo the progress we have fought so hard to achieve. 

Beyond the personal impact on our family, I firmly believe that granting bond to Jerald 
Gaskins Jr. would pose a serious threat to public safety. His crime was not just an isolated 
mistake-it was a deliberate act that shattered an innocent life. The justice system 
recognized the severity of his actions when it sentenced him to 25 years, and to allow his 
release now would be a miscarriage of that justice. He has not served even half of his 
rightful punishment, and his early release would send a dangerous message that such 
crimes do not carry the full weight of their consequences. 

I urge this court to consider the profound and lasting harm caused by Jerald Gaskins Jr. and 
the continued risk his release would pose. My daughter was given a life sentence of trauma 
-Jerald Gaskins Jr. should not be granted the privilege of freedom before serving his full
sentence. I respectfully ask that you deny his request for bond and uphold the original

ruling to ensure that justice is truly served. , / u L�Thank you for your time and consideration. �d-lt�I(_ ?U.. 




