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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon, Ms. Kitchings:
 
Hope you are doing well.  Attached please find the attached documents for filing on behalf of
the Appellant, Lexington County School District Two, regarding Appellate Case No. 2025-
000647:
 
1)          Appellant’s Return to Respondent’s Motion for Leave to File Final Corrected Initial

Brief;
2)          Appellant’s Proof of Service; and
3)          Appellant’s Certificate of Counsel.
 
Attorney for the Respondent is copied on this communication with the Court.  Should you
have any questions or there is anything that needs to be addressed regarding our filing, please
do not hesitate to contact attorney Dylan A. Crossland, or me directly, and one of us will be
happy to assist.
 
Thank you and have a great day!
 
 

Mendy Young ​​​​

Paralegal

White & Story LLC
3614 Landmark Drive, Suite EF
P.O. Box 7036 (29202)
Columbia SC, 29204

O: 803‑814‑0993  |  T: 803‑626‑1782
F: 803‑814‑1183
E: myoung@sodacitylaw.com

www.sodacitylaw.com

__________________________________________________________________________________

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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Dylan A. Crossland 
dcrossland@sodacitylaw.com 


 
 


November 18, 2025 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
The Honorable Jenny Abbotts Kitchings 
Clerk of Court 
South Carolina Court of Appeals 
1220 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
ctappfilings@sccourts.org 
 
  Re: Nancy Arellano (Z.A.) v. School District No. Two of Lexington County, SC  


Appellate Case No. 2025-000647 
 
Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 
 Please find the following documents for filing in the above-referenced matter:  
 


1) Appellant’s Return to Respondent’s Motion for Leave to File Final Corrected 
Initial Brief; 


2) Appellant’s Proof of Service; and 
3) Appellant’s Certificate of Counsel. 
 
If there are any issues with the filings, please let me know and I will correct any issues 


before the close of business today. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 


Sincere regards, 
 


 
     Dylan A. Crossland 
 
Enclosures 
c: Andrea E. White, Esq. (w/o enclosures) 
 Trevor P. Eddy, Esq. (Email)  
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals  


________ 


APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas  


The Honorable William P. Keesley, Circuit Court Judge 
________ 


Trial Court Case No. 2022-CP-32-02339 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000647 


________ 


Nancy Arellano, individually 
and as parent and natural guardian 
of Minor Z.A.,  Respondent, 


    v. 


School District No. Two of Lexington 
County, State of South Carolina,  Appellant. 


___________________________________________ 


APPELLANT’S RETURN TO RESPONDENT’S MOTION 
FOR LEAVE TO FILE FINAL CORRECTED INITIAL BRIEF  


___________________________________________ 


Andrea E. White (SC Bar No. 11891) 
Dylan A. Crossland (SC Bar No. 105736) 
WHITE & STORY, LLC 
P.O. Box 7036 (29202) 
3614 Landmark Dr., Suite EF 
Columbia, SC  29204 
T: (803) 814.0993 
awhite@sodacitylaw.com 
dcrossland@sodacitylaw.com   
Attorneys for Appellant  


Other Counsel of Record 
Trevor P. Eddy (SC Bar No. 100069) 
THE EDDY LAW FIRM, LLC 
1516 Richland Street, Suite B  
Columbia, SC 29201, trevor@theeddylawfirm.com 
Attorney for Respondent 



mailto:awhite@sodacitylaw.com

mailto:dcrossland@sodacitylaw.com

mailto:trevor@theeddylawfirm.com





2 


ARGUMENT 


Appellant, Lexington School District Two, respectfully moves for an Order denying 


Respondent’s Motion for Leave to File a Final Corrected Respondent’s Brief. In her motion, 


Respondent seeks permission to insert into the initial brief she filed on October 31, 2025, citations 


to the record on appeal in this matter, including witness testimony and documentary evidence 


presented at trial.    


Appellant filed its reply to Respondent’s initial brief on November 10, 2025.  In its reply, 


Appellant noted the glaring deficiencies in Respondent’s initial brief and responded to 


Respondent’s legal arguments.  If Respondent is now allowed to amend her initial brief, Appellant 


will be prejudiced as South Carolina Appellate Court Rule 208 does not permit additional 


pleadings after briefing has closed, other than the submission of each party’s final brief. 


In her motion, Respondent claims her amendments to her initial brief will merely insert 


citations to the record and will not change the arguments upon which her response to Appellant’s 


appeal is based. However, the absence of any citations to the record in Respondent’s initial brief 


demonstrates that, at the time it filed its reply, Appellant was unaware of the specific sworn witness 


testimony or documentary evidence upon which Respondent based her legal arguments.  Such a 


void of references forced Appellant to argue in a general, rather than specific, way that 


Respondent’s arguments were not based on actual trial testimony taken in the proper context. 


Respondent also fails to demonstrate good and sufficient cause for her requested relief. 


Specifically, Respondent has provided no justification for her failure to include the required record 


citations, simply saying she was filing her motion out of an abundance of caution.   


Under case law and Rule 208(b)(1)(D), SCACR, the Court has the authority to disregard 


any factual assertion set forth in a party’s initial brief that is unsupported by a citation to the record 


on appeal. Here, to preserve the established appellate process, provide Appellant a fair appeal, and 
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adhere to the principles of judicial economy, Appellant requests the Court to exercise that 


authority.  


 
 
November 18, 2025 
Columbia, South Carolina 
 








THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


________ 
 


APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
The Honorable William P. Keesley, Circuit Court Judge 


_________ 
 


Trial Court Case No. 2022-CP-32-02339 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000647 


_________ 
 


Nancy Arellano, individually and as 
parent and natural guardian of Minor Z.A.,     Respondents. 
                         


v. 
 
School District No. Two of Lexington 
County, State of South Carolina,                     Appellant. 


_________ 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
_________ 


 
I certify that I have served Appellant Lexington County School District Two’s 


Return to Respondent’s Motion for Leave to File Final Corrected Initial Brief, and 
Certificate of Counsel, to the Attorney of Record, Trevor P. Eddy, by electronic mail to 
email address, trevor@theeddylawfirm.com.               


  
      Andrea E. White (SC Bar No. 11891) 


Dylan C. Crossland (SC Bar No. 105736) 
      WHITE & STORY, LLC 
      3614 Landmark Drive, Suite EF 


P.O. Box 7036 (29202) 
      Columbia, SC 29204 
      T: (803) 814-0993 


F: (803) 814-1183 
awhite@sodacitylaw.com 
dcrossland@sodacitylaw.com 


      Attorneys for Appellant   
    
November 18, 2025 
Columbia, South Carolina 



mailto:trevor@theeddylawfirm.com

mailto:awhite@sodacitylaw.com

mailto:dcrossland@sodacitylaw.com






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


________ 
 


APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
The Honorable William P. Keesley, Circuit Court Judge 


_________ 
 


Trial Court Case No. 2022-CP-32-02339 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000647 


_________ 
 


Nancy Arellano, individually and as parent 
and natural guardian of Minor Z.A.,                            Respondents, 


v. 
 
School District No. Two of Lexington County, 
State of South Carolina,                       Appellant. 


 
_________ 


 
CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL 


_________ 
 


This is to certify that Appellant Lexington County School District Two’s Return to 
Respondent’s Motion for Leave to File Final Corrected Initial Brief complies with Rule 
240(c), SCACR. 


 


   
      Andrea E. White (SC Bar No. 11891) 


Dylan A. Crossland (SC Bar No. 105736) 
      WHITE & STORY, LLC 
      3614 Landmark Drive, Suite EF 


P.O. Box 7036 (29202) 
      Columbia, South Carolina 29204 
      T: (803) 814-0993 


F: (803) 814-1183 
awhite@sodacitylaw.com 
dcrossland@sodacitylaw.com 


      Attorneys for Appellant   
November 18, 2025 
Columbia, South Carolina 
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the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or duplication of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone or email immediately and return the original message
to us or destroy all printed and electronic copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic
signature nor to constitute an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly
indicated. Intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate
federal or state law.
 
IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: Any federal tax advice contained in this communication (or in any
attachment) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding
penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing, or recommending any transaction or
matter addressed in this communication.
 


