
the Capital Habeas Unit for the Fourth Circuit (“the CHU”)

Federal Public Defender for the Western District of North Carolina (“FPD WDNC”)

Lindsey’s
Lindsey’s appeal 

Nov 20 2025



upheld Mr. Lindsey’s conviction and sentence on direct appeal. 

Mr. Lindsey’s initial application for post conviction relief (“PCR”) was filed on August 

Lindsey’s

Lindsey’s
’s direct appeal denial

Lindsey’s
pending until the South Carolina Supreme Court denied review of the lower court’s denial of post



South Carolina Supreme Court’s 

sentenced prisoners are “entitled to the 

appointment of one or more attorneys” 

prisoner’s habeas petition.  As the Supreme Court has explained, absent this pre

Congress’ provision of a right to counsel under 

habeas corpus proceedings in light of “the seriousness of the 

litigation.”  An attorney’s assistance prior to the filing of a capital 
defendant’s habeas corp because “[

of persons learned in the law.”

14 (1989) (Kennedy, J., joined by O’Connor, J., concurring in the judgment))

§ 2244(d)(2) (“The time during which a properly filed application for State 

pending shall not be counted toward any period of limitation under this subsection”);
, 531 U.S. 4 (2000) (construing the statutory phrase “properly filed application”).  



made available to counsel upon request and a showing of need.  Since these services “may

factual bases are researched and identified,” Congress clearly intended counsel to be appointed 

Moreover, “the 

a defendant’s habeas claims. Where this opportunity is not afforded, ‘[a]pproving the execution of 

a defendant before his [petition] is decided on the merits would clearly be improper.’”  

this Court may appoint counsel “whose background, knowledge, or experience would otherwise 

ture of litigation.”  §

Moreover, the District of South Carolina’s plan for implementing the Criminal Justice Act 

(“CJA Plan)” instructs the court to appoint “at least two attorneys” and permits the Court to utilize 

of the United States (“AO”), which 



district federal defender organization staff and capital habeas units, in order “to 

achieve cost and other efficiencies together with high quality representation.”  CJA Plan 

specifically highlights the importance of “distinguished prior experience” in 

counsel with “appropriate litigation resources.” 

sentenced prisoners within that court’s appellate jurisdiction. Based 

cases “assigned to a federal public…defender organization…should be made in the name of the 



organization…rather than in the name of an individual staff attorney within the organization,”

and “federal public defenders…should be responsible for the assignment of cases within their own 

offices.”



—
to the Supreme Court of South Carolina’s denial of Mr. Lindsey’s petit

—and concluded with Mr. Bryant’s execution on November 14, 2025.
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