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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good Afternoon,
 
Please find attached for filing Respondent SCDES’s Response Brief, Designation of Matter,
and Proof of Service.  By copy of this email I am serving all parties.
 
 
Joseph A. Giordano (he/him)
Assistant General Counsel
Office of General Counsel
South Carolina Department of Environmental Services
Office: 803-898-1309
Joseph.Giordano@des.sc.gov
DES.SC.gov
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Joseph A. Giordano, Esq. 


Office of General Counsel 
2600 Bull Street 


Columbia, South Carolina 29201 


 


info@des.sc.gov | des.sc.gov | 803.898.3432 


 


 
 
 


December 5, 2025 
 
 
Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals 
Post Office Box 11629 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
 


Re:  Coastal Conservation League vs. South Carolina Department of Environmental 
Services & Pulte Homes, LLC 


 Appellate Case No. 2025-000379 
 
Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 


Please find enclosed the South Carolina Department of Environmental Services’ Initial 
Brief of Respondent, Designation of Matter to be Included in the Record on Appeal, and Proof 
of Service for filing in connection with the above referenced matter.   


 
Thank you for your assistance with this matter.  Please contact our office should you have 


questions or need additional information. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
         
 
      s/ Joseph A. Giordano             / 
      Joseph A. Giordano 
      Assistant General Counsel 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Leslie S. Lenhardt, Esquire 
 Ellis R. Lesemann, Esquire 
 Grace Heaton Benko, Esquire 








STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 


________________________________________ 
 


APPEAL FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT 
Deborah Brooks Durden, Administrative Law Judge 
________________________________________ 


 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000379 


________________________________________ 
 


South Carolina Coastal Conservation League,    Appellant, 
 
   vs. 
 
South Carolina Department of Environmental      
Services and Pulte Homes, LLC,       Respondents. 
 


_________________________________________ 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
_________________________________________ 


 
I hereby certify that on this date, December 5, 2025, I have served the Respondent South 


Carolina Department of Environmental Services’ Initial Brief of Respondent and Designation of 
Matter to be Included in the Record on Appeal by emailing a copy of same to the email addresses 
designated in the Court’s Attorney Information System for counsel of record as designated below: 
 
Leslie S. Lenhardt, Esq. (leslie@scelp.org) 
Amy Armstrong, Esq. (amy@scelp.org) 
Monica Whalen, Esq. (monica@scelp.org) 
Counsel for Appellant Coastal Conservation League 
 
Grace Heaton Benko, Esq. (GHP@lalawsc.com) 
Ellis R. Lesemann, Esq. (erl@lalawsc.com) 
Counsel for Respondent Pulte Homes, LLC 
 
         /s/  Joseph A. Giordano    
      Joseph A. Giordano, Esq, SC Bar # 104500 
      Christopher P. Whitehead, Esq., SC Bar #100264 
      Bradley D. Churdar, Esq., SC Bar #12829 
      SCDES Office of General Counsel 
      Counsel for Respondent SCDES 
 
December 5, 2025 
Columbia, South Carolina 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals  


______________________________ 
 


APPEAL FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT 
 


Deborah Brooks Durden, Administrative Law Judge 
 


____________________________________ 
 


ALC Docket No.: 24-ALJ-07-0088-CC to 24-ALJ-07-131-CC 
Appellate Case No.: 2025-000379 


____________________________________ 
 


 
South Carolina Coastal Conservation League,    Appellant,  
     


v. 
 
South Carolina Department of Environmental Services and  
Pulte Homes, LLC,        Respondents.  
     


____________________________________ 
 


RESPONDENT SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES’ DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON 


APPEAL 
__________________________________________ 


 


Respondent South Carolina Department of Environmental Services proposes to include the 
following in the Record on Appeal:  


1. Requests for Final Review dated January 17, 2024. 


2. Staff Response to Requests for Final Review dated February 4, 2024. 


3. Requests for Contested Cases and Associated Exhibits, dated April 5, 2024. 


4. Order for Consolidation, dated May 7, 2024. 


5. Order for Prehearing Statements, dated May 7, 2024. 


6. Prehearing Statement of Petitioner, dated May 28, 2024. 







7. Prehearing Statement of Respondent SCDHEC, dated May 28, 2024. 


8. Prehearing Statement of Respondent Pulte Homes, LLC, dated May 28, 2024. 


9. Petitioner’s First Requests to Admit, dated June 24, 2024. 


10. Petitioner’s Second Requests to Admit, dated August 8, 2024. 


11. Respondents’ Joint Motion for Summary Judgment and Incorporated 


Memorandum, dated October 1, 2024. 


12. Petitioner’s Response to Joint Motion for Summary Judgment and Cross-Motion, 


dated October 10, 2024. 


13. Respondents’ Joint Response to Petitioner Coastal Conservation League’s Motion 


for Summary Judgment, dated October 24, 2024. 


14. Petitioner’s Reply to Joint Motion Response, dated October 28, 2024. 


15. Transcript of Hearing, dated November 4, 2024. 


16. Order Granting Respondents’ Motion for Summary Judgment and Denying 


Petitioner’s Motion for Summary Judgment, dated December 18, 2024. 


17. Petitioner’s Motion to Reconsider, dated December 30, 2024. 


18. SCDES’s Response to Motion to Reconsider, dated January 15, 2025. 


19. Respondent Pulte Homes, LLC’s Response to Motion to Reconsider, dated 


January 15, 2025. 


20. Order Denying Petitioner’s Motion to Reconsider, dated January 21, 2025. 


21. The Coastal Zone Management Program Document, Table 1 at V-5. 


 


 


 







RULE 209 CERTIFICATION 


The undersigned certifies this Designation contains no matter that is irrelevant to this appeal. 


 


Respectfully Submitted, 


        /s/  Joseph A. Giordano   
     Joseph A. Giordano, SC Bar No. 104500  
     Assistant General Counsel  


     South Carolina Department of  
Environmental Services  


 2600 Bull Street  
Columbia, South Carolina 29201  
Tel: (803) 898-7286 
Email: Joseph.Giordano@des.sc.gov   


 
Christopher P. Whitehead, S.C. Bar No. 100264 
Assistant General Counsel 
South Carolina Department of  
Environmental Services  


 2600 Bull Street  
Columbia, South Carolina 29201  
Tel: (803) 898-7286 


  Email: Christopher.Whitehead@des.sc.gov   
 


     Bradley D. Churdar, SC Bar No. 12829 
     Associate General Counsel 
     South Carolina Department of  
     Environmental Services      


1362 McMillan Avenue, Suite 400 
Charleston, South Carolina 29405   
Tel: (843) 953-0212 
Email: Bradley.Churdar@des.sc.gov 
 
Attorneys for Respondent South Carolina  
Department of Environmental Services  


    
 
December 5, 2025 
 



















































































































































