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This matter comes before the Court pursuant to an application for post-conviction relief

("PCR") filed by Sinatra L. Hunter ("Applicant") on October 1, 2024. Respondent filed its Return,

requesting that an evidentiary hearing be held on the allegations. On September 3, 2025, an

evidentiary hearing was held at the Darlington County Courthouse before the Honorable S. B.

Doby. Applicant was present and represented by Steve W. Fowler, Esquire. Assistant Attorney

General Sydney N. Willingham represented Respondent. Applicant proceeded on the allegation in

his application. This Court received testimony from Applicant and his plea counsel, Marianna

Leigh White, Esquire.

Following a thorough review of the record, along with the testimony and evidence

presented at the hearing, this Court finds Applicant has failed to establish any constitutional

violations or deprivations entitling him to relief and, accordingly, DENIES and DISMISSES this

action with prejudice.
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PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Applicant is presently confined in the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC)

pursuant to orders of commitment of the Darlington County Clerk of Court. During its May 2022

term, the Darlington County Grand Jury indicted Applicant for throwing of bodily fluids by

prisoner, detainee on state corrections or local law enforcement officer, corrections employee, or

visitor (2022-GS-16-01363), burglary in the third degree (2022-GS-16-00497), burglary in the first

degree (2022-GS-16-00498), petit or simple larceny (2022-GS-16-00499), armed robbery

(2022-GS-16-00500), possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime

(2022-GS-16-00501), and attempted murder (2023-GS-16-01085). Applicant was represented by

Marianna Leigh White and Jacob Lynn Godwin of the Fourth Circuit Public Defender's Office,

Assistant Solicitor Glenn Mondrae Bell of the Fourth Circuit Solicitor's Office prosecuted the case.

On March 26, 2024, Applicant appeared before the Honorable R. Kirk Griffin, circuit court

judge, and pled guilty as indicted to attempted murder, burglary in the first degree, armed robbery,

and throwing bodily fluids. The burglary in the third degree, petit or simple larceny, and possession

of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime were nolle prossed. Judge Griffin sentenced

Applicant as negotiated to twentyfive (25) years imprisonment for attempted murder, twenty-

five (25) years imprisonment for burglary in the first degree, and twenty-five (25) years

imprisonment for armed robbery, to be served concurrently with credit for 737 days, and twelve

(12) months imprisonment for throwing bodily fluids to be served consecutively.

Applicant did not appeal his convictions or sentences.

FACTS GIVING RISE TO THE CONVICTION

The facts are outlined as read into the record by the State at Applicant's guilty plea hearing:

Yes, Your Honor. March 21, 2022, in the City Limits of Darlington located in
Darlington County, Sinatra Hunter did approach Ms. Gloria Hawkins. She was out
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in her yard. She was working doing some gardening. He came - he came up behind

her, startled her, and she has a fenced in yard. He approached her. He started asking
for someone that she was not familiar with, and at which point then he then accosted

her, started asking for money. She was asking him to leave. At some point, I

struggled ensued. He pushed her down. She struck her head upon a brick. At that

point, he started choking her saying, I'm gonna kill you if you don't give me some

money. At which point - at which point, she then played dead, layed lifeless. He
then - and I'll show you - I'll try to make it make a little bit more sense, Your Honor,

this whole parcel here is her, is her property. She was gardening in this location.
The assault took place here and this is where she fell. Mr. Hunter then entered the

garage. And that's when he's going through her car. After she didn't see him
anymore. She then goes into her home, starts calling 911. When he can hear her

calling 911 he then kicks in the door to the home thus the burglary first, and takes

her phone and flees the scene. He doesn't - he doesn't - he doesn't assault her

anymore. But he does take her phone and then flee. He was armed with a box cutter

which Mr. - which he did pull out on Ms. Hawkins while, while they were in the

garden area and that's what also gave rise to armed robbery. It was within the next

hour Mr. Sinatra Hunter was apprehended by the Darlington City Police

Department. They immediately placed him under arrest. He was searched incident

to arrest. He had two box cutters on him, screwdriver. They took him down to the

precinct. He did - he gave a confession after being Mirandized that he, that did put

him in the location, that did put him pushing down Ms. Hawkins, and that's what

gave rise to the charge, Your Honor. And that's the charges in regards to Ms.
Hawkins as the victim.

In regards to the throwing part of the fluids, Your Honor, on May 24, 2022 at the

Darlington County Detention Center while in holding cell number three Mr. Sinatra

hunter did take a white Styrofoam from cup filled with his feces and did throw it

upon Correctional Officer, Kevin Doyle, giving rise to the charge.

Your Honor, as far as prior record, Mr. Sinatra Hunter does have a voluntary

manslaughter, burglary second violent, and grand larceny from 1998. Your Honor,
this was originally life without parole case. The State has opted to allow Mr. Hunter

to plea to a negotiate 25 in lieu of us going to trial.

(Plea Tr. pp. 22-25).

CURRENT APPLICATION

In his application for post-conviction relief, Applicant alleges he is entitled to relief based

on the following:

1. Ineffective Assistance of Counsel

a. "Never appeal conviction after informing me that he/she would."
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