
From: Alvin Burch
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Lawrence Hershon
Subject: Cornerstone Ventures International LLC v. Alvin E. Burch, Sr. (2025-001632) - MOTION
Date: Wednesday, January 7, 2026 12:19:54 AM
Attachments: 2025-001632-MOTION TO PROCEED - 2026 01 07.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Court of Appeals,

Please find attached Appellant's Motion to Proceed without Respondent's Brief and to Bar
Late Brief Absent Leave (And to Deny As Moot / Otherwise Deny Pending Second Extension
Motion) and Certificate of Service for filing in the above-referenced case.

Appellant shall mail the required $50 filing fee to the South Carolina Appellate Court via US
Mail this same day, January 7, 2025.

-- 
Regards,

Alvin E. Burch, Sr.
329 Bertram Rd.
Summerville, SC 29485
(843) 330-9943
burchschool@gmail.com

mailto:burchschool@gmail.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:lawrence@hershonlawfirm.com
mailto:burchschool@gmail.com
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


 
------------------------ 


 
APPEAL FROM DORCHESTER COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


The Honorable James E. Chellis, Master-in-Equity 
 


------------------------ 
 


Appellate Case No. 2025-001632 
 


------------------------ 
 


Cornerstone Ventures International, LLC     Respondent, 
 


v. 
 


Alvin E. Burch, Sr.        Appellant. 
 


------------------------ 
 


MOTION TO PROCEED WITHOUT RESPONDENT’S BRIEF AND TO BAR LATE BRIEF 
ABSENT LEAVE (AND TO DENY AS MOOT / OTHERWISE DENY PENDING SECOND 


EXTENSION MOTION) 
 


------------------------ 
 
Appellant Alvin E. Burch, Sr., pro se, moves pursuant to Rules 208(a)(4) and 240, SCACR, for 


an order (1) submitting this appeal for decision without the Respondent’s brief unless and until 


Respondent obtains leave of Court to file a Respondent’s brief out of time upon a specific 


showing of good cause;  (2) directing that no late Respondent’s brief be accepted absent such 


leave; and (3) denying as moot, or otherwise denying, Respondent’s pending “Second Motion for 


Extension of Time” (filed December 31, 2025), which Appellant previously opposed by Return 


filed January 2, 2026 and incorporates herein by reference. 
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FACTS / PROCEDURAL POSTURE 


1. By Order of this Court dated December 2, 2025, Respondent’s deadline to serve and file 


its initial brief and designation of matter was extended to January 6, 2026. 


2. Respondent later filed a Second Motion for Extension of Time seeking an additional 


thirty (30) days. 


3. Appellant filed a Return in Opposition to Respondent’s Second Motion for Extension of 


Time on January 2, 2026, requesting denial. Appellant incorporates that Return by 


reference as if fully set forth herein. 


4. As of January 7, 2026 at 12:15 am, Appellant has not been served with any Respondent’s 


initial brief, and no Respondent’s brief appears on the public docket / docket accessible to 


the Appellant.  Appellant is unaware of any order extending Respondent’s January 6, 


2026 deadline.  Because Respondent may file by different permitted methods that could 


delay notice to Appellant, Appellant requests that, if Respondent contends the brief was 


timely filed by an alternative method (including U.S. mail), Respondent be required to 


file proof of filing and service. 


ARGUMENT 


I. Respondent’s second extension request does not excuse noncompliance with the January 6, 


2026 deadline.  Accordingly, absent an order extending the deadline, Respondent’s brief is 


subject to being treated as untimely, and any late brief should not be accepted without leave of 


the Court. 


 


Under Rule 240(b), SCACR, the filing of a motion does not stay the time limits imposed by the 


Rules unless the appellate court orders otherwise. No order has been entered extending the 
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January 6, 2026 deadline; therefore, absent such an order, any later-tendered brief should not be 


accepted without leave of Court. 


II. Absent an order extending the deadline or granting leave to file out of time, the Court should 


submit the appeal for decision without Respondent’s brief and deny as moot, or otherwise deny, 


the second extension. 


Under Rule 208(a)(4), SCACR, upon a respondent’s failure to timely file a brief, the appellate 


court may take such action as it deems proper. The proper action here is to: 


(1) submit the appeal for decision without a Respondent’s brief unless and until Respondent 


obtains leave of Court to file a Respondent’s brief out of time upon a specific showing of good 


cause; and 


(2) direct that no late Respondent’s brief be accepted absent such leave, and deny as moot, or 


otherwise deny, the pending Second Motion for Extension of Time for the reasons already 


briefed in Appellant’s January 2, 2026 Return (incorporated herein by reference). 


 


PRAYER FOR RELIEF 


WHEREFORE, Appellant respectfully requests that the Court: 


1. DENY AS MOOT, OR OTHERWISE DENY, Respondent’s Second Motion for 


Extension of Time. 


2. Find that, as of the time stated above, Appellant has not been served with any 


Respondent’s brief and no Respondent’s brief appears on the docket accessible to 
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Appellant; and further direct that, if Respondent contends its brief was timely filed by 


any permitted method (including U.S. mail), Respondent shall file proof of filing and 


proof of service. 


3. Submit the appeal for decision without a Respondent’s brief pursuant to Rule 208(a)(4), 


SCACR, unless and until Respondent obtains leave of Court as set forth below. 


4. Direct that no Respondent’s brief tendered after the deadline shall be accepted or 


considered unless Respondent first obtains leave of Court upon a specific, supported 


showing of good cause, and, if leave is sought, require Respondent to attach the proof of 


filing and service referenced in paragraph 2 above. 


AND FOR SUCH OTHER AND FURTHER RELIEF as the Court deems just and proper. 


EXHIBITS 
 


1. Exhibit A: Order extending deadline to Jan. 6, 2026.  
2. Exhibit B: Respondent’s Second Motion for Extension (12/31/25).  
3. Exhibit C: Return in Opposition (1/2/26).  


 


Respectfully submitted this 7th day of January, 2026.  
 


 
 
__________________________________ 
Alvin E. Burch, Sr., Pro Se Appellant 
329 Bertram Rd. 
Summerville, SC 29485 
(843) 330-9943 
burchschool@gmail.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


I hereby certify that I have this day, January 7, 2026, served a true and correct copy of the 


MOTION TO PROCEED WITHOUT RESPONDENT’S BRIEF AND TO BAR LATE BRIEF 


ABSENT LEAVE (AND TO DENY AS MOOT / OTHERWISE DENY PENDING SECOND 


EXTENSION MOTION) upon counsel for the Respondent by email and depositing the same in 


the United States Mail, postage prepaid, and properly addressed as follows: 


 
Attorney Lawrence Hershon (Bar No. 77514) 
The Hershon Law Firm, P.A.,  
1565 Sam Rittenberg Blvd., Suite 103 
Charleston, SC 29407 
lawrence@hershonlawfirm.com 
 
 
 


       ________________________________ 
       Alvin E. Burch, Sr., Pro Se 
       329 Bertram Rd. 
       Summerville, SC 29485 
       (843) 330-9943 


burchschool@gmail.com 
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