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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

PETITIONER’S STATEMENT OF QUESTIONS

Whether the PCR court erred by holding that trial counsel could not have known about the potential
for bifurcation of Petitioner’s trial simply because the trial occurred prior to this Court’s decision
in State v. Cross, 427 S.C. 465, 832 S.E.2d 281 (2019)?

RESPONDENT’S COUNTERSTATEMENT OF QUESTIONS

Whether the PCR court correctly found Counsel was not ineffective for failing to move for
bifurcation of Petitioner’s trial for CSC with a minor — first degree since State v. Cross was not
the law at the time of Petitioner’s trial, Counsel was not required to anticipate changes in the law
that did not exist at the time of trial, and bifurcation in a non-capital trial was not a prevailing
professional norm at the time of trial?

























CONCLUSION

Based on the foregoing argument, the PCR court correctly found Petitioner failed to meet
his burden. Accordingly, the State respectfully requests that this Court affirm the PCR court’s

rulings and deny Petitioner’s writ for certiorari.
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