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1 THE COURT:  All right.  Go ahead and swear him in.

2 (Whereupon, the defendant was duly sworn.)

3 THE COURT:  All right.  You are Sammy Rowdy Parker or

4 Rowdy?

5 MR. PARKER:  Rowdy.

6 THE COURT:  Rowdy Parker.  You’re 54 years of age.  Is

7 that correct?

8 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

9 THE COURT:  You married?

10 MR. PARKER:  No, sir.

11 THE COURT:  You have children?

12 MR. PARKER:  No, sir.

13 THE COURT:  How far did you go in school?

14 MR. PARKER:  High school.

15 THE COURT:  Did you graduate?

16 MR. PARKER:  Yeah.

17 THE COURT:  All right.  And you’re represented by Mr.

18 McKinnon.  Is that correct?

19 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

20 THE COURT:  You’re satisfied with the advice and

21 counsel he’s given you?

22 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

23 THE COURT:  Do you have any complaints today against

24 your lawyer, the solicitor’s office or anybody?

25 MR. PARKER:  No.
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1 THE COURT:  All right.  I’ve got several indictments. 

2 I’m going to ask you about each one so listen very carefully

3 to me.  

4 On this first indictment ending in 05003, coming out

5 of York County, charges you with receiving stolen goods;

6 this being a third or subsequent offense.  Now, under this

7 particular statute, I can give you up to 10 years in prison.

8 You understand that?

9 MR. PARKER:  (Nods head affirmatively)

10 THE COURT:  You got to say yes or no.

11 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

12 THE COURT:  See that lady that’s over there?  She has

13 to take down everything that comes out your mouth.  

14 All right.  This indictment alleges that this occurred

15 on or about the 30th day of June of this year.  Is that

16 correct?

17 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

18 THE COURT:  That you had received stolen goods that you

19 knew were stolen.  Is that correct?

20 MR. PARKER:  No, sir.  I didn’t know it was stolen at

21 the time.

22 THE COURT:  But you subsequently found out that it was

23 stolen?

24 MR. PARKER:  Yeah.  I found out quick.

25 THE COURT:  All right.  And you ran to the police
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1 off- -- you ran into the police department and said, listen,

2 I got some stolen goods.  I need to get them off my hands.

3 Did you do that?

4 MR. PARKER:  No, sir.

5 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Let’s go to the next

6 indictment ending in 05002, charge you with failure to stop

7 for a blue light.  In this particular offense, I can give

8 you up to three years and a fine of up to $500.  You

9 understand that?

10 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

11 THE COURT:  But in this particular indictment it

12 alleges that this occurred in York County on or about the

13 20th day of June, that you did fail to stop for a law

14 enforcement vehicle when you were summoned to do so.  Is

15 that correct?

16 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

17 THE COURT:  All right.  This next indictment, also

18 coming out of York County, ending in 01328, charges you with

19 trafficking methamphetamine 28 grams or more.  You

20 understand I can give you not less than 7 years and up to 30

21 years and a fine up to $50,000?

22 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

23 THE COURT:  This is listed as a violent offense and a

24 serious offense and I’m sure your lawyer has gone over that

25 with you.  Is that correct?

5



6

1 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT:  This indictment alleges that you -- that

3 this occurred on or about the 28th day of February, that you

4 did have in your possession 28 grams or more of

5 methamphetamine.  Is that true?

6 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

7 THE COURT:  All right.  The next indictment also

8 emanating out of York County, ending in 01326, charge you

9 with distribution of methamphetamine third or subsequent

10 offense, listed as also non-violent but serious.  Do you

11 understand I can give you up to 10 years to 30 years and a

12 fine of up to $50,000?

13 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

14 THE COURT:  This allegedly occurred on or about the

15 21st day of February of this year.  You agree with that?

16 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

17 THE COURT:  That you had that in your possession.  Is

18 that correct?

19 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

20 THE COURT:  The next indictment ending in 06000, also

21 coming out of York County, charge you trafficking

22 methamphetamine 10 grams or more, this being the second

23 offense.  Do you understand I can give you anywhere between

24 5 to 30 years in prison and a fine of up to $50,000?

25 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.
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1 THE COURT:  And this allegedly occurred on or about the

2 21st day of September of 2022, that you did have in your

3 possession, actual or construction possession, of 10 grams

4 or more of methamphetamine as set forth in the statute.  You

5 understand that?

6 MR. PARKER:  Yes.

7 THE COURT:  Now, during your discussions with your

8 lawyer, Mr. McKinnon, did he also -- did he tell you that

9 once you come to court and plead guilty to any criminal

10 offense, you waive or give up certain criminal -- I mean,

11 certain constitutional rights.  Now, so this is what you

12 waive or give up.  You’re no longer are afforded a trial

13 when you plead guilty.  You understand that?

14 MR. PARKER:  Yeah.

15 THE COURT:  You give up your right to remain silent. 

16 You give up your right to confront any witnesses that the

17 State may have against you in any of these indictments, and

18 you give up your right to assert any defense that you may

19 have in any of these indictments.  They all go out the

20 window when you plead guilty.  Is that what you want to do?

21 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

22 THE COURT:  That’s your decision?

23 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

24 THE COURT:  That’s not your lawyer’s decision?

25 MR. PARKER:  No.
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1 THE COURT:  All right.  You’re clear-minded.  You

2 understand what you’re doing?

3 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

4 THE COURT:  Do you have any questions of me?

5 MR. PARKER:  No, sir.

6 THE COURT:  All right.  Madam Solicitor’s going to tell

7 me about the facts in each one of these cases.  You listen

8 very carefully and then I’m going to come back to you and

9 your lawyer.  And it’s my understanding this is a negotiated

10 plea so you’ve talked to Mr. McKinnon about the terms of the

11 negotiation.  Is that correct?

12 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

13 THE COURT:  Do you need any additional time to speak

14 with him?

15 MR. PARKER:  No, sir.

16 THE COURT:  All right.  Yes, ma’am.

17 MS. HAMILTON:  Thank you, Your Honor.  On the

18 trafficking offense, the first one on September 21st, 2022,

19 the defendant was pulled over for a traffic violation in

20 York County.  His driver’s license was found to be

21 suspended.  Officers searched the vehicle prior to tow and

22 located 14.39 grams of methamphetamine in a bag that

23 contained the defendant’s wallet and ID.  Defendant has a

24 prior conviction for possession of meth from 2021 and 2022,

25 making this his third offense.
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1 THE COURT:  All right.

2 MS. HAMILTON:  The next incident is going to be the

3 distribution of methamphetamine third or subsequent offense. 

4 That occurred on February 21st of this year.  The defendant

5 met with a confidential informant at  Carpenter Parker

6 Lane within York County and distributed 2.5 grams of

7 methamphetamine to the confidential informant in exchange

8 for $60.  Again, he has a prior conviction for drug

9 offenses, making this his third offense.

10 Next incident is trafficking methamphetamine that

11 occurred on February 28th, 2024.  Officers executed a search

12 warrant on the defendant’s residence at  Carpenter Parker

13 Lane.  Officers located the defendant walking down the

14 stairs of the home.  Upon a subsequent search of that home,

15 officers located a total of 32.58 grams of methamphetamine. 

16 The defendant was subsequently interviewed and he stated

17 that he sells an 8 ball of meth for $100.  He stated he

18 purchases 1 to 2 ounces of meth at a time.

19 The final incidences occurred -- failure to stop for a

20 blue light, receiving stolen goods occurred on June 30 ,th

21 2024, where officers observed his vehicle -- observed a

22 vehicle that matched a description for a Flock hit earlier

23 for a stolen vehicle.  The vehicle was sitting in the

24 parking at a Circle K in York County on Cherry Road. 

25 Officers initiated a traffic stop on that vehicle and then

9
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1 the defendant was the driver.  That vehicle continued at a

2 high rate of speed all the way down Celanese Road, getting

3 onto I-77 northbound to Charlotte.  It was confirmed over

4 the radio, as that pursuit was going on, that officers

5 confirmed it was a stolen vehicle.  The defendant got up to

6 speeds continuing on I-77 of 120 miles per hour.  He

7 subsequently exited -- oh.  Actually went into Charlotte,

8 North Carolina on I-77, but appeared to slow down due to

9 engine problems on the car.  The vehicle slowed down to 40

10 miles per hour on I-77, drove through a median to get onto

11 485.  Officers continued pursuant of the vehicle until it

12 subsequently crashed.  The defendant did, at that time,

13 climb through the driver’s window and bush-bond, meaning

14 fled from the vehicle.  They had to have K9 come.  Charlotte

15 PD had to have that K9 come, accompany into the woods and

16 found the defendant 20 feet down an embankment lying on his

17 back.  The vehicle was stolen.

18 THE COURT:  All right.  And I’ve got his prior record

19 in front of me, so I don’t think there’s any need -- it goes

20 back to 1987 and it’s -- goes back -- sir, you’ve been

21 involved in some degree of criminality ever since you were

22 18 years of age.

23 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

24 THE COURT:  Is that right?  And now you’re 54 years of

25 age---
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1 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT:  ---and still doing the same thing.  You

3 agree with the facts as outlined by Madam Solicitor?

4 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.

5 THE COURT:  All right.  I’ll go ahead and accept the

6 plea as being freely and voluntarily entered as to all these

7 indictments.  Recommendation is what, Madam Solicitor?

8 MS. HAMILTON:  The negotiation is 15 years, Your Honor. 

9 I have credit for 307 days.  

10 (Discussion off the record between Ms. Hamilton and Mr.

11 McKinnon)

12 MS. HAMILTON:  Oh.  Thirteen.  Thirteen years

13 apparently, Your Honor.  He has credit for 307 days.  I know

14 that the defense is going to question the amount of credit

15 for time served, stating that he deserves more.  Under the

16 new bond law, he is not entitled for credit for any time

17 past his subsequent arrest and bonding out back in 2022.  

18 THE COURT:  That’s what the order says.

19 MR. MCKINNON:  Your Honor, he has 308 days as of that

20 first arrest.  He got 56 days on the second arrest and he’s

21 now at 105 on his third arrest, for a total of 469 days.  I

22 understand that -- what the statute says, however, my point

23 to the Court is I would be objecting to Your Honor not

24 giving him all that credit based on it being

25 unconstitutional in my view to keep the Court from being

11
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1 able to give someone jail for time they’ve actually served

2 incarcerated.

3 THE COURT:  You know, I’ve heard that argument so many

4 times, counsel, for all -- every circuit, some lawyer’s

5 making that same argument, and you know what I say?  I say

6 challenge it.  Let the Court’s determine the --

7 MR. MCKINNON:  Your Honor, that’s why I’m objecting to

8 it.  I understand what you’re going to do, so --

9 THE COURT:  I know.  You know what I’m going to do.

10 MR. MCKINNON:  Yes, sir.

11 THE COURT:  But it’s up to y’all.  Y’all don’t like it, 

12 challenge it and let those people who people who check my

13 homework take a look at it.

14 MR. MCKINNON:  Yes, sir.  I’ve discussed that fact that

15 we’ll probably appeal this with Mr. Parker.

16 THE COURT:  Yeah.  And you might be the lead case on

17 that.

18 MR. MCKINNON:  Yes.  This is the first time it’s

19 actually come up for me in court, so --

20 THE COURT:  You may be famous.

21 MR. MCKINNON:  That would be great.

22 THE COURT:  Anything you want to say, Mr. Parker?

23 MR. PARKER:  Yes, sir.  My co-defendant,---

24 THE COURT:  Uh-huh. 

25 MR. PARKER:  ---since I got charged with all this, can

12
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1 y’all just let her go with time served or -- let her get on

2 home to her kids.

3 THE COURT:  Well, I don’t know if that works that way,

4 Mr. Parker.

5 MR. PARKER:  I know.  I’m just asking -- I’m just

6 asking the Court.

7 THE COURT:  I don’t have pardon power.  I don’t get to

8 do that.  Y’all know what he’s talking about?  You know what

9 he’s talking about?

10 MS. HAMILTON:  I do know what he’s talking about.

11 THE COURT:  Okay.  Well, that’s not before me.

12 MS. HAMILTON:  Yes.

13 THE COURT:  Okay.  That’s a conversation I don’t -- I’m

14 not involved with.  All right.  The lead indictment being

15 indictment ending in 01328, State versus Sammy Rowdy Parker,

16 the sentence of the Court is you be committed to the South

17 Carolina Department of Corrections for a period of 15 years,

18 307 days of jail credit is given to you.  

19 MR. MCKINNON:  Your Honor, if I can interject there.

20 THE COURT:  All right.

21 MR. MCKINNON:  Originally it was 15, but— 

22 THE COURT:  Oh.  Thirteen.

23 MR. MCKINNON:  ---it’s 13. 

24 THE COURT:  Thirteen.

25 MR. MCKINNON:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

13
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1 THE COURT:  Thank you.  Thirteen years, 307 or 308

2 days?

3 MR. MCKINNON:  I have 308, but it’s one day.  

4 THE COURT:  All right.  307 days of credit is given to

5 him.

6 On indictment ending in 01326, the sentence of the

7 Court is be committed to the South Carolina Department of

8 Corrections for a period of 13 years, 307 days of jail

9 credit is given to you.

10 On indictment ending in 06000, the sentence of the

11 Court is you be committed to the South Carolina Department

12 of Corrections for period of 13 years.  That sentence will

13 be ran concurrent with the prior two sentences.

14 On indictment ending in 05003, the sentence of the

15 Court is three years concurrent with the prior sentences;

16 and then on indictment, which is the failure to stop for a

17 blue light offense, indictment ending on 05002, the sentence

18 of the Court is time served and I’ve signed the order

19 lifting the bench warrant.

20 MS. HAMILTON:  Thank you, Your Honor.

21 THE COURT:  All right.

22 MR. MCKINNON:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

23 THE COURT:  All right.

24 MR. MCKINNON:  And, Your Honor, one more time, I’m

25 objecting to time served credit.

14
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1 THE COURT:  Yes; yes.  Yes, sir.  The record is so

2 noted.  

3 MR. MCKINNON:  Thank you.

4 (END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

) C E R T I F I C A T E

COUNTY OF YORK )

I, the undersigned Shannon E. McGilberry, official

Court Reporter for the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit of the

State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the

foregoing is a true, accurate and complete transcript of the

record of all proceedings had and evidence introduced in the

hearing of the captioned case, relative to appeal, in the

Court of General Sessions for York County, South Carolina,

on the 18  day of December, 2024.th

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel,

nor interest to any party hereto.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name,

this 30  day of May, 2025.th

 _________________________________

 Shannon E. McGilberry, CVR-M

My Commission Expires:

April 26, 2027
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