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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good Afternoon,

Attached please find a letter return to the Motion to Reinstate Appeal in State v.
Darius Lamar Montgomery (2025-002326). Counsel for Appellant are copied on this
email.

If you will, please confirm receipt.

Thank you,

CAROLINE COLLINS, Administrative Support Manager
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office

Criminal Appeals | Office 803-734-3723 | ccollins@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211

scag.gov

This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify
the sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be
Subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.
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ALAN WILSON
ATTORNEY GENERAL

January 16, 2026

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

RE: State v. Darius Lamar Montgomery — Appellate Case No. 2025-002326

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

On January 13, 2026, this Court issued an order dismissing the above-referenced criminal
appeal based on the failure of the appellant, Darius Lamar Montgomery, to order the transcript of
the trial court proceedings as required. Earlier today, appellate counsel submitted a motion
seeking for Montgomery’s appeal to be reinstated. In seeking such relief, appellate counsel
explained the transcript was only not ordered in a timely fashion due to an unfortunate
misunderstanding and attempts are now currently underway to determine whether Montgomery
qualifies for appointment of counsel on appeal. Please be advised that, under the circumstances
involved, the State has no objections to Montgomery’s appeal being reinstated. Thank you very
much, and, if you have any questions or concerns or if a more formal return is needed, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

A0p S

Mark R. Farthing
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General
S.C. Bar Number 76901

MREF/

cc: Wanda H. Carter, Esq. (via electronic mail)
Lawrence W. Crane, Esq. (via electronic mail)
Victim Advocacy Division
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