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STATEMENT 

Between June 13, 2018, and May 20, 2021, Petitioner lived with his girlfriend, and his 

girlfriend's two children. App. 157, II. 11-15. One of the children, Minor, alleged to police that 

Petitioner sexually assaulted her on multiple occasions. App. 159-64. Minor was only able to 

provide the date of one of these alleged assaults, which occurred May 21, 2021. App. 163-64. 

Trial 

At its January 17, 2023, term, the Colleton County grand jury indicted Petitioner for two 

counts of criminal sexual conduct with a minor, first degree (CSC with Minor First). The first 

indictment was for the assault allegedly occurring on May 21, 2021, and is not at issue here. 

App. 424. The second indictment, however, purported to cover all other alleged assaults. That 

indictment read: 

That in Colleton County, South Carolina, on or about June 13, 

2018 until May 20, 2021, the Defendant ... did engage in sexual 

battery with [Minor] who was less than eleven years of age at the 

time of the sexual battery, all in violation of Section 16-3-

655(A)(l), et al. of the Codes of Law of South Carolina. 

App. 426. The case proceeded to trial on June 26-28, 2023, before the Honorable Carmen Mullen 

and a jury. App. I. Matthew Walker represented Petitioner; Julie K. Keeney represented the 

state. App. I. 

Minor testified at trial about the allegations against Petitioner. Regarding the allegations 

between June 13, 2018, and May 20, 2021, Minor's testimony was vague, and she testified about 

the events only in general. For example, Minor testified as follows: 

[SOLICITOR]: Tell me what was going on with [Petitioner] back 

then? 

[MINOR]: I would get touched. 
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Q. Where would he touch you?

A. My vagina, my butt, and my chest.

Q. What would he touch you with? What parts of his body?

A. His penis.

Q. Anything else?

A. Tongue.

Q. Anything else?

A. Finger.

App. 159-60. Minor further testified that the first time anything happened was when she was 

"probably seven or eight." App. 161, II. 15-18. By contrast, Minor testified about the assault 

occurring on May 21, 2021, in significant detail. App. 164-67. 

The jury convicted Petitioner on both charges. App. 315. Judge Mullen sentenced 

Petitioner to thirty (30) years' imprisonment on both charges, to run consecutively. App. 327. 

Petitioner voluntarily dismissed his direct appeal. App. 348-50, 362. 

Post-Conviction Relief Proceedings 

On May 9, 2024, Petitioner filed a timely application for post-conviction relief (PCR). 

App. 351-361. He amended his application through appointed counsel on April 10, 2025. App. 

368-69. Petitioner alleged that he had received ineffective assistance of counsel because, inter

alia, trial counsel had "fail[ed] to challenge the indictments." App. 369. 

The application proceeded to an evidentiary hearing on April 16, 2025, before the 

Honorable Frank Addy, Jr. App. 371. Chelsey Marto represented Petitioner; Kylee M. Kanealey 

represented the state. App. 371. At the PCR hearing, trial counsel testified he did not believe 
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anything was wrong with the indictments and did not consider moving to quash them. App. 398, 

11. 10-15.

Judge Addy denied the application and dismissed the case with prejudice. App. 413-423. 

As to trial counsel's failure to challenge the indictments, Judge Addy found: 

Applicant alleged Trial Counsel was ineffective for failing to 

challenge the indictments. Trial Counsel credibly testified that he 

did not see anything wrong with the indictments and so did not 

consider moving to quash them. Applicant did not allege any 

grounds at the evidentiary hearing on which the indictments could 

have been dismissed. This Court finds Trial Counsel was not 

deficient in his performance with regard to this allegation because 

there was no meritorious ground to challenge the indictments. This 

Court finds Applicant has failed to prove deficiency and prejudice, 

and thus, this claim is denied. 

App. 422. This Petition follows. 
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