
From: Karen Jessee
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: M. Dawes Cooke, Jr.; Justin Novak; Jessica W. Stratta; Anthony Baglivo; Biff Sowell; Bess DuRant; Amy Kelly
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: Appellate Case No. 2025-002577 / Janura v. Bright
Date: Tuesday, January 27, 2026 11:13:04 AM
Attachments: image004.png

Exhibit C-Pt1 to Respondent Return 1.26.2026.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Attached is Exhibit C to Respondent’s Return.
 
Thank you.
 
Karen Jessee
 
From: Karen Jessee 
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2026 9:42 AM
To: 'Court Of Appeals Filings' <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: M. Dawes Cooke, Jr. <mdc@barnwell-whaley.com>; Justin Novak <jnovak@barnwell-
whaley.com>; Jessica W. Stratta <jstratta@barnwell-whaley.com>; Anthony Baglivo
<abaglivo@barnwell-whaley.com>; Biff Sowell <bsowell@sowelldurant.com>; Bess DuRant
<bdurant@sowelldurant.com>; Amy Kelly <akelly@sowelldurant.com>
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: Appellate Case No. 2025-002577 / Janura v. Bright

 
Attached are all of the exhibits, except Exhibit C which I will reduce and send separately.

KAREN JESSEE | LEGAL ASSISTANT TO M. DAWES
COOKE, JR
BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & HELMS, LLC
Charleston, SC | Wilmington, NC (PLLC)
211 King Street, Suite 300 | Charleston, SC 29401
843-577-7700
Email | Firm Website

CONFIDENTIAL 
Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the information contained herein is confidential
information/work product. The communication is intended for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this
transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited.   If you have received this communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by
return e-mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which you may have of this communication.

 
 
From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2026 9:09 AM
To: Karen Jessee <kjessee@barnwell-whaley.com>; Court Of Appeals Filings
<ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT  ) FOR THE FOURTEENTH  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
Diana Bright, 
 


Plaintiff, 
 
  vs. 
 
Craig Bright 
 


Defendant. 
 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


Civil Action No.: 2020-CP-07-01753 
 
 


WARRANT OF ATTACHMENT  
(Real Property, Personal Property, and 
Business Assets Owned by Craig Bright) 


 


 
TO ALL AND SINGULAR THE SHERIFFS AND CONSTABLES OF SAID STATE AND COUNTY: 


YOU ARE HEREBY commanded to attach and seize the real and personal property and 


business assets identified at the attached Exhibit “A”, to serve such summons as may be placed in 


your hands and to make return of this attachment, with your actings and doings entered thereon, 


to this court.  Hereof fail not. 


 


Witness my hand and seal this ______ day of October, 2023. 


 
 
________________________________ (L.S.) 


      Clerk of Court 
      Fourteenth Judicial Circuit 


Beaufort County, South Carolina  
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Exhibit “A” 
 


a. ALL that certain piece, parcel or lot of land, situate, lying and being on Hilton Head 
Island, County of Beaufort, State of South Carolina, shown and described as Lot 
B22, 1.50 acres, Spanish Wells Plantation, Hilton Head Island, on a plat recorded 
in the Beaufort County Records in Plat Book 67 at Page 42.  For a more detailed 
description as to courses and distances, metes and bounds of the above-described 
lot, reference is had to the above-mentioned plat of record.  


AND ALSO 


All that certain piece, parcel or lot of land situate, lying and being on Hilton Head 
Island, Beaufort County, South Carolina, shown and designated as the 0.19 acre 
parcel on that certain plat entitled “A Boundary Survey of Lots B20, B21, and B22, 
Widewater Road, A Section of Spanish Wells Plantation, Hilton Head Island, 
Beaufort County, South Carolina” prepared by Costal Surveying Co., Inc., Antoine 
Vinel, SCRLS #9064, dated April 16, 1998 and recorded in the Office of the 
Register of Deeds for Beaufort County, South Carolina in Plat Book 67 at Page 42.  
Said land measures ten (10.00’) feet on its northern side, five hundred forty-eight 
and thirty-hundredths (548.30’) feet on its eastern side, sixteen and eight-
hundredths (16.08’) feet on its southern side, and five hundred fifty-five and forty-
hundredths (555.40’) feet on its western side.  For a more detailed description as to 
courses and distances, metes and bounds of the above-described land, reference is 
had to the above-mentioned plat of record. 


The above properties can also be shown by reference to that certain plat recorded 
in Plat Book 12 at Page 60. 


Property Address: 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926 


 


b. Any and all right, title, and interest of Craig Bright in and to the following, whether 
now owned or existing or owned, acquired or arising hereafter (collectively, the 
“Personal Property, Business Assets”);  


i. Investment account with Charles Schwab, account ending in -3481;  


ii. CrisCraft boat, located at 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South 
Carolina 29926; 


iii. All motor vehicles, including but not limited to a Bentley and a Ferrari, 
located at 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926; 


iv. All Equipment, Fixtures, Furniture, General Intangibles, Inventory, and, to 
the extent not otherwise included, all Proceeds and products of any and all 
of the foregoing, located at 19 Sheridan Park Circle, Bluffton, SC 29910, at 


E
LE


C
T


R
O


N
IC


A
LLY


 F
ILE


D
 - 2023 N


ov 29 4:53 P
M


 - B
E


A
U


F
O


R
T


 - C
O


M
M


O
N


 P
LE


A
S


 - C
A


S
E


#2020C
P


0701753


EXHIBIT C







 
3 


 


that business operation known as Casual Living, Fireside and Grillin’, 
owned and operated by Bennies, Inc., a South Carolina corporation owned 
by Craig Bright, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-19-220; and  


v. Craig Bright’s fifty-percent (50%) ownership interest in BNC Holdings, 
LLC, a South Carolina limited liability company, pursuant to S.C. Code 
Ann. § 15-19-220. 
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Beaufort Common Pleas


Case Caption: Diana Janura f/k/a Diana  Bright VS Craig  Bright


Case Number: 2020CP0701753


Type: Order/Other


So Ordered


Jocelyn Newman


Electronically signed on 2023-11-29 14:57:49     page 4 of 4
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Karen Jessee


From: Caroline Gimenez-Kaushik <cgimenez@sowelldurant.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 5:37 PM
To: jnewmanj@sccourts.org; jnewmanlc@sccourts.org; jnewmansc@sccourts.org
Cc: Bess DuRant; Biff Sowell; Amy Kelly; Indira Shook
Subject: Diana Bright v. Craig Bright, 2020-CP-07-01753 - Ex Parte Motion for Attachment
Attachments: CGK Letter to Judge Newman requesting Ex Parte Writ of Attachment.pdf; Proposed 


Warrant of Attachment.pdf; Final - Moton for Attachment.pdf; Proposed Warrant of 
Attachment.docx; Exhibit 1 - Contempt Order.pdf; janura attachment bond (1).PDF; Final 
Affidavit in Support of Attachment (2).pdf; Ex D- 81538452_31690_05-07-2023_
10-10-05_1-843-384-7776_1108.mp3; Exhibits to Affidavit in Support of Attachment.pdf


Good evening, Judge Newman, 
 
Please find aƩached a leƩer and moƟon requesƟng an ex parte writ of aƩachment against certain property of Defendant 
Craig Bright, as well as an affidavit by PlainƟff Diana Janura f/k/a Diana Bright, a bond issued to PlainƟff, and a proposed 
Warrant of AƩachment. 
 
Thank you very much for your aƩenƟon to this maƩer. 
 
Very truly yours, 
Caroline 
 
Caroline D. Gimenez-Kaushik 
AƩorney, SOWELL + DuRANT 
 
1325 Park Street, Suite 100 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
803.722.1105 | sowelldurant.com 
 
 
NOTICE: This e-mail is confidenƟal and may contain informaƟon which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from 
disclosure. If you receive this message in error, please delete this message from your device. Sowell & DuRant, LLC is a 
South Carolina limited liability company. 
 















STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT  ) FOR THE FOURTEENTH  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
Diana Bright, 
 


Plaintiff, 
 
  vs. 
 
Craig Bright 
 


Defendant. 
 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


Civil Action No.: 2020-CP-07-01753 
 
 


WARRANT OF ATTACHMENT  
(Real Property, Personal Property, and 
Business Assets Owned by Craig Bright) 


 


 
TO ALL AND SINGULAR THE SHERIFFS AND CONSTABLES OF SAID STATE AND COUNTY: 


YOU ARE HEREBY commanded to attach and seize the real and personal property and 


business assets identified at the attached Exhibit “A”, to serve such summons as may be placed in 


your hands and to make return of this attachment, with your actings and doings entered thereon, 


to this court.  Hereof fail not. 


 


Witness my hand and seal this ______ day of October, 2023. 


 
 
________________________________ (L.S.) 


      Clerk of Court 
      Fourteenth Judicial Circuit 


Beaufort County, South Carolina  
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Exhibit “A” 
 


a. ALL that certain piece, parcel or lot of land, situate, lying and being on Hilton Head 
Island, County of Beaufort, State of South Carolina, shown and described as Lot 
B22, 1.50 acres, Spanish Wells Plantation, Hilton Head Island, on a plat recorded 
in the Beaufort County Records in Plat Book 67 at Page 42.  For a more detailed 
description as to courses and distances, metes and bounds of the above-described 
lot, reference is had to the above-mentioned plat of record.  


AND ALSO 


All that certain piece, parcel or lot of land situate, lying and being on Hilton Head 
Island, Beaufort County, South Carolina, shown and designated as the 0.19 acre 
parcel on that certain plat entitled “A Boundary Survey of Lots B20, B21, and B22, 
Widewater Road, A Section of Spanish Wells Plantation, Hilton Head Island, 
Beaufort County, South Carolina” prepared by Costal Surveying Co., Inc., Antoine 
Vinel, SCRLS #9064, dated April 16, 1998 and recorded in the Office of the 
Register of Deeds for Beaufort County, South Carolina in Plat Book 67 at Page 42.  
Said land measures ten (10.00’) feet on its northern side, five hundred forty-eight 
and thirty-hundredths (548.30’) feet on its eastern side, sixteen and eight-
hundredths (16.08’) feet on its southern side, and five hundred fifty-five and forty-
hundredths (555.40’) feet on its western side.  For a more detailed description as to 
courses and distances, metes and bounds of the above-described land, reference is 
had to the above-mentioned plat of record. 


The above properties can also be shown by reference to that certain plat recorded 
in Plat Book 12 at Page 60. 


Property Address: 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926 


 


b. Any and all right, title, and interest of Craig Bright in and to the following, whether 
now owned or existing or owned, acquired or arising hereafter (collectively, the 
“Personal Property, Business Assets”);  


i. Investment account with Charles Schwab, account ending in -3481;  


ii. CrisCraft boat, located at 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South 
Carolina 29926; 


iii. All motor vehicles, including but not limited to a Bentley and a Ferrari, 
located at 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926; 


iv. All Equipment, Fixtures, Furniture, General Intangibles, Inventory, and, to 
the extent not otherwise included, all Proceeds and products of any and all 
of the foregoing, located at 19 Sheridan Park Circle, Bluffton, SC 29910, at 
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that business operation known as Casual Living, Fireside and Grillin’, 
owned and operated by Bennies, Inc., a South Carolina corporation owned 
by Craig Bright, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-19-220; and  


v. Craig Bright’s fifty-percent (50%) ownership interest in BNC Holdings, 
LLC, a South Carolina limited liability company, pursuant to S.C. Code 
Ann. § 15-19-220. 


 







STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT 
  


) Case No. 2020-CP-07-01753 


   
     
Diana Bright, 
 


Plaintiff  
 
  vs. 
 
Craig Bright, 
 


Defendant 
 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


 
 


PLAINTIFF’S EX PARTE MOTION 
FOR ATTACHMENT   


 
Plaintiff Diana Bright n/k/a Diana Janura (“Plaintiff”), by and through her undersigned 


counsel, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §§ 15-19-10 through 15-19-110, moves this Court for an ex 


parte warrant of attachment on the real and personal property of Defendant Craig Bright, as set 


forth in the attached affidavit by Plaintiff in accordance with S.C. Code Ann. §§ 15-19-50 and 15-


19-60.  More specifically, Plaintiff seeks an attachment against:  


(1) Defendant’s house located at 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 


29926 (the “House”), which is currently for sale, see Affidavit Exhibit E, Zillow Listing;  


(2) any proceeds from the sale of the House, see Stephen v. Thayer, 2 S.C. L. 272, 272, 


1800 WL 265, at *1 (S.C. Const. Ct. App. 1800);  


(3) Defendant’s investment account with Charles Schwab, account ending in -3481;  


(4) Defendant’s CrisCraft boat, see Affidavit Exhibit C, Craig Bright Depo. at 118, 220; 


Affidavit Exhibit G, Craig Bright Financial Declaration; 


(5) Defendant’s vehicles, including but not limited to his Bentley and his Ferrari, see 


Affidavit Exhibit C, Craig Bright Depo. at 18–19; Affidavit Exhibit G, Craig Bright Financial 


Declaration; 







(6) Defendant’s ownership interest in Bennies, Inc., a South Carolina corporation of which 


Defendant is the sole owner, see Affidavit Exhibit C, Craig Bright Depo., pursuant to S.C. Code 


Ann. § 15-19-220; and 


(7) Defendant’s fifty-percent (50%) ownership interest in BNC Holdings, LLC, a South 


Carolina limited liability company, see Affidavit Exhibit H, Family Court Final Settlement 


Agreement at 14, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-19-220.   


The grounds for this motion are fully set forth in the attached affidavit pursuant to S.C. 


Code Ann. §§ 15-19-50 and 15-19-60.  Therefore, Plaintiff respectfully moves this Court for 


issuance of a warrant of attachment. 


Respectfully submitted, 


 SOWELL & DuRANT, LLC 
 
By:      s/ Caroline D. Gimenez-Kaushik 
 Thornwell F. Sowell III, SC Bar No. 5197 
 bsowell@sowelldurant.com 
 Bess J. DuRant, SC Bar No. 77920 
 bdurant@sowelldurant.com 
 Caroline D. Gimenez-Kaushik, SC Bar No. 102719 
 cgimenez@sowelldurant.com 
 1325 Park Street, Suite 100 
 Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
 (803) 722-1100 


 
      and  
 


Thomas C. Davis, SC Bar No. 1603 
tdavis@harveyandbattey.com 
Harvey & Battey, P.A. 
1001 Craven Street 
Beaufort, SC 29902 
(843) 524-3109   


 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Diana Bright 


 
Columbia, South Carolina 
October 24, 2023 







STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT 
  


) Case No. 2020-CP-07-01753 


 
Diana Bright, 
 


Plaintiff  
 
  vs. 
 
Craig Bright, 
 


Defendant 
 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


 
 
 


 


 


 
Exhibit 1  


 
 LETTER REQUESTING EX PARTE WRIT 


 OF ATTACHMENT 
 


Beaufort County Family Court’s Contempt Order  



















































Court of Common PleasBEAUFORT


DIANA JANURA


2020-CP-07-01753


CRAIG BRIGHT October 16th, 2023


66825891


DIANA JANURA


Ten Thousand and 00/100
10,000.00


12th October 2023


the above-named Plaintiff(s), as Principal(s), and WESTERN SURETY COMPANY, a corporation authorized 
to do surety business in the State of South Carolina, as Surety, are held and firmly bound unto the 
above-named court, in the sum of not to exceed


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF COURT


v.


Plaintiff(s),


Defendant(s).


Case No.


Effective Date:
KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS:


That we,


DOLLARS ($ ), for the payment of which well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves
and our legal representatives, firmly by these presents.


THE CONDITION of the above obligation is such that WHEREAS the Principal(s) has applied for a 
warrant of attachment and is required to give this bond pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-19-80.


NOW, THEREFORE, if the Principal(s) shall pay all costs that may be awarded to the Defendant(s) and 
all damages which the Defendant(s) may sustain by reason of the attachment (not exceeding the amount of 
this bond specified above) if the Defendant(s) shall recover judgment or if the attachment is set aside by the 
order of the court, then this obligation to be void; otherwise to remain in full force and effect.  In no event 
shall the total liability of the Surety for all breaches of the condition of this bond exceed the amount stated 
above.


Dated this day of


, Principal


, Principal


By


By


WESTERN SURETY COMPANY, Surety


By


, .


,


Page 1 of 2
Paul T. Bruflat, Vice President


Bond No.


(S.C. Code Ann. § 15-19-80)
PLAINTIFF'S ATTACHMENT BOND


Form 1324-A-12-2019







12th October 2023


ss


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SURETY


STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
COUNTY OF MINNEHAHA


On this , before me, the undersigned officer,day of ,


, who acknowledged himself to be the aforesaid
officer of WESTERN SURETY COMPANY, a corporation, and that he as such officer, being authorized so to 
do, executed the foregoing instrument for the purpose therein contained, by signing the name of the 
corporation by himself as such officer.


personally appeared Paul T. Bruflat


 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and official seal.


Notary Public, South Dakota


Page 2 of 2


My Commission Expires June 18, 2025







Attachment vs CRAIG BRIGHT


66825891


DIANA JANURA
10,000.00


12th October
2023


12th October 2023


In  Witness  Whereof,  the  said  WESTERN  SURETY  COMPANY  has   caused   these   presents   to   be   executed   by   its


who, being by me duly sworn, acknowledged that they signed the above Power of Attorney as 


and Assistant Secretary, respectively, of the said WESTERN SURETY COMPANY, and acknowledged said instrument to be the 


voluntary act and deed of said Corporation.


L. Bauder, Assistant Secretary Paul T. Bruflat, Vice President


Western Surety Company further certifies that the following is a true and exact copy of Section 7 of the by-laws of Western Surety Company 
duly adopted and now in force, to-wit:


Section 7.  All bonds, policies, undertakings, Powers of Attorney, or other obligations of the corporation shall be executed in the corporate 
name of the Company by the President, Secretary, any Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, or any Vice President, or by such other  officers  as  the 
Board of Directors may authorize.  The President, any Vice President, Secretary, any Assistant Secretary, or the  Treasurer  may  appoint 
Attorneys-in-Fact or agents who shall have authority to issue bonds, policies, or undertakings in the name of the Company.  The corporate seal is 
not necessary for the validity of any bonds, policies, undertakings, Powers of Attorney or other obligations of the corporation.  The signature of any 
such officer and the corporate seal may be printed by facsimile.


.
,day ofwith the corporate seal affixed this


ATTEST W E S T E R N   S U R E T Y   C O M P A N Y


By


Form F1975-11-2022


STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 


COUNTY OF MINNEHAHA


 On this day of , , before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared


and


Notary Public


Paul T. Bruflat
Vice President


Vice President


ss


My Commission Expires March 2, 2026


One


bond with bond number


for


as Principal in the penalty amount not to exceed:  $ .


That WESTERN SURETY COMPANY, a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of South Dakota, and 


authorized and licensed to do business in the States of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, 


Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 


Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 


New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 


South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming, and the United 


States of America, does hereby make, constitute and appoint


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:


POWER OF ATTORNEY


of


, its regularly elected


as Attorney-in-Fact, with full power and authority hereby conferred upon him to sign, execute, acknowledge and deliver for and on 


its behalf as Surety and as its act and deed, the following bond:


,


State of ,


Paul T. Bruflat
Vice PresidentSouth Dakota


Sioux Falls


L. Bauder


To validate bond authenticity, go to www.cnasurety.com  > Owner/Obligee Services > Validate Bond Coverage.







29 SEA OLIVE ROAD
DIANA JANURA


Conquest Group, Inc.
P. O. Box 23977
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC 29928
39-16769


66825891


10/16/2023


Western Surety Company


Attachment vs CRAIG BRIGHT


10/16/2023
10/16/2024


66825891 10/16/2023 10/16/2024 10/12/2023


29 SEA OLIVE ROAD, HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC 29928


SC
Attachment vs CRAIG BRIGHT


Western Surety Company


Conquest Group, Inc.
P. O. Box 23977
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925


39-16769


0601


$10,000.00


$100.00


$100.00


$10,000.00


Western Surety Company


DIANA JANURA


$100.00


0003001 03916769000010162023 00601006682589100 00000001000002


Transaction Report & Invoice
Principal Information: ID:


Agency Code:


Transaction Description: Transaction Effective Date:
Bond/Policy #:


Written By:


Description:


Obligee:


Effective Date: 


Expiration Date: 


Current Penalty: 


Renewal Method:


Gross Premium Charge:
Commission Amount:


Net Amount Due:


Change Detail:


Agent:  You may remove stub below to use as a billing/credit invoice


CNA Surety INVOICE


BOND/POLICY # EFFECTIVE DATE ANNIVERSARY DATE PROCESS DATE PENALTY


PRINCIPAL


RISK STATE 


DESCRIPTION


OBLIGEE


AGENCY CODE


Your agent is:


WRITTEN BY


CNA Surety 
PO Box 957289 
St Louis, MO  63195-7289


YOU CAN PAY ONLINE BY VISITING ONLINEPAY.CNASURETY.COM


CO. #







STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
 )  
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT  ) FOR THE FOURTEENTH  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
Diana Bright, 
 


Plaintiff, 
 
  vs. 
 
Craig Bright 
 


Defendant. 
 


) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


Civil Action No.: 2020-CP-07-01753 
 
 


AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF 
ATTACHMENT 


 


 
Personally appeared before me, Diana Bright n/k/a Diana Janura, who first being duly 


sworn, deposes and says as follows: 


1. That I am the Plaintiff in this action; 


2. That this action seeks to recover a multi-million dollar actual damages award, as 


well as punitive damages, against Defendant Craig Bright (“Defendant”) on claims of defamation, 


assault, and outrage, and the assets I seek to attach are valued less than the potential judgment; 


3. That, should the jury or the court, as a matter of law, find Defendant liable, 


Defendant will be justly and truly indebted to me, in an amount to be determined by the jury 


following the trial of this matter;  


4. That Defendant holds no respect for the law or the courts of this State as evidenced 


by his numerous and routine violations of the Beaufort County Family Court’s No Contact Order 


between the parties, see Exhibit A, Family Court No Contact Order and Communications, as well 


as his admitted failure to abide by the Litigation Hold Letter sent by my counsel at the beginning 


of this case, see Exhibit B, Litigation Hold Letter; Exhibit C, Craig Bright Depo. at 21–23, 27–


29;  


5. That Defendant has indicated his intention to “liquidate” his assets and “get out of 


town” as soon as possible, see Exhibit D, Jailhouse Call 81538452 at 6:41–6:46, 6:54–7:00, 
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7:38—7:50 (“When I get out of here [jail], I’m gonna get out of town for a while and try to liquidate 


. . . .  So I’m getting out, so I just need to pick a place to go.  Get out of state.”)1, and, in furtherance 


thereof, has placed his house located at 24 Widewater Road, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 


29926 (the “House”) for sale, see Exhibit E, Zillow Listing, and expects an offer imminently, see 


Exhibit F, Craig Bright Text (DBright_001235); and 


6. That I am, therefore, entitled to an attachment, as a security for the satisfaction of 


such judgment as I may recover, against:  


a. Defendant’s equity in the House;  


b. any proceeds from the sale of the House;  


c. Defendant’s investment account with Charles Schwab, account ending in -3481;  


d. Defendant’s CrisCraft boat, see Exhibit C, Craig Bright Depo. at 118, 220; Exhibit 


G, Craig Bright Financial Declaration; 


e. Defendant’s vehicles, including but not limited to his Bentley and his Ferrari, see 


Exhibit C, Craig Bright Depo. at 18–19; Exhibit G, Craig Bright Financial 


Declaration; 


f. Defendant’s ownership interest in Bennies, Inc., a South Carolina corporation of 


which Defendant is the sole owner, see Exhibit C, Craig Bright Depo. at 16, 


pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-19-220; and  


g. Defendant’s fifty-percent (50%) ownership interest in BNC Holdings, LLC, a 


South Carolina limited liability company, see Exhibit H, Family Court Final 


Settlement Agreement at 14, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-19-220, 


 
1 Exhibit D is an audio (.mp3) file and, therefore, cannot be filed electronically.  Plaintiff’s counsel 
will Traditionally File a copy with the Court pursuant to Rule 1(n) and 8(e) of the South Carolina 
Electronic Filing Policies and Guidelines. 
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·1
· · · · · · · · IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
·2· · · · · · · ·FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
· · · · · · · · · STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
·3· · · · · · · · · ·COUNTY OF BEAUFORT


·4


·5· ·DIANA BRIGHT,


·6· · · Plaintiff,


·7


·8


·9
· · ·vs.· · · · · · · · · · · · CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
10· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·2020-CP-07-01753


11


12


13· ·CRAIG BRIGHT,


14· · · Defendant.


15· ·---------------------------/


16· · · · · · The videotaped deposition of CRAIG


17· ·BRIGHT, a witness in the above-entitled cause,


18· ·taken pursuant to Notice and agreement, before


19· ·Yvonne P. Fanning, Stenographic Court Reporter


20· ·and Notary Public, Keven Carvajal,


21· ·Video-Technician, at the offices of Twenge +


22· ·Twombley Law Firm, 311 Carteret Street,


23· ·Beaufort, South Carolina, on the 27th day of


24· ·October, 2022, commencing at or about the hour


25· ·of 10:11 a.m.
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·1· ·APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:


·2· · · FOR THE PLAINTIFF:


·3· · · · · · · · (IN-PERSON)


·4· · · · · · BESS J. DuRANT, ESQUIRE
· · · · · · · Sowell Gray Stepp & Lafitte, L.L.C.
·5· · · · · · 1325 Park Street
· · · · · · · Columbia, South Carolina 29201
·6· · · · · · 803-722-1100
· · · · · · · bdurant@sowelldurant.com
·7


·8
· · · · FOR THE DEFENDANT:
·9
· · · · · · · · · VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE
10
· · · · · · · DAWES COOK ESQUIRE
11· · · · · · Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC
· · · · · · · 211 King Street
12· · · · · · Suite 300
· · · · · · · Charleston, South Carolina 29401
13· · · · · · 843.577.7700
· · · · · · · mdc@barnwell-whaley.com
14
· · · · · · · · · AND (IN-PERSON)
15
· · · · · · · JUSTIN P. NOVAK, ESQUIRE
16· · · · · · Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC
· · · · · · · 211 King Street
17· · · · · · Suite 300
· · · · · · · Charleston, South Carolina 29401
18· · · · · · 843.577.7700
· · · · · · · jnovak@barnwell-whaley.com
19
· · · · · · · · · ·AND (IN-PERSON)
20
· · · · · · · MARGIE BRIGHT MATTHEWS, ESQUIRE
21· · · · · · Bright Matthews Law Firm, LLC
· · · · · · · 205 East Washington Street
22· · · · · · Walterboro, South Carolina 29488
· · · · · · · 843.549.6028
23· · · · · · margie@brightmatthewslaw.com


24


25
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·1· ·you referred to earlier, is that B&C?


·2· · · ·A· · Yes, ma'am.


·3· · · ·Q· · Okay.· And the furniture store, what


·4· ·name is that entity?


·5· · · ·A· · The corporate name is Bennies,


·6· ·B-e-n-n-i-e-s.


·7· · · ·Q· · How long have you owned Bennies?


·8· · · ·A· · Right after we bought the building,


·9· ·seven and a half years, maybe, approximately.


10· · · ·Q· · What is your day-to-day role at Bennies


11· ·today?


12· · · ·A· · I do not play an active role in the


13· ·company.


14· · · ·Q· · Are you the 100 percent owner of


15· ·Bennies?


16· · · ·A· · Yes, I am.


17· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Mr. Bright, when did you and


18· ·Ms. Janura get married?


19· · · ·A· · I'm not sure, ma'am.


20· · · ·Q· · When did you get divorced?


21· · · ·A· · I do know it was on my birthday, so --


22· ·and I think it's been -- this year will be eight


23· ·years, seven or eight years this year.  I


24· ·believe it would be eight.


25· · · ·Q· · And thank you for reminding me of a
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·1· · · ·A· · Not that I'm aware of.


·2· · · ·Q· · Okay.· So if we have any emails from


·3· ·this address, did you send those emails?


·4· · · ·A· · It would be my belief that I would


·5· ·have, yes.


·6· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Craig, what cars have you owned


·7· ·or rented since 2015?


·8· · · ·A· · Boy, I wasn't prepared to answer that


·9· ·question.


10· · · · · · I believe I've owned not many.· I'm


11· ·just trying to think.· I had a Porsche.  I


12· ·currently have a Bentley.· I do collect cars and


13· ·race them, so it's a hobby.· I've had a


14· ·couple -- two to three Ferraris in the period,


15· ·and I believe two Aston Martins.


16· · · ·Q· · What about a green Land Rover?


17· · · ·A· · Range Rover.


18· · · ·Q· · Range Rover.· Excuse me.


19· · · ·A· · You've had -- you're right.· I've


20· ·had -- sorry, not a question I don't think about


21· ·very often.· I had -- I had a black and a green


22· ·Range Rover.


23· · · ·Q· · Is your Bentley blue?


24· · · ·A· · No.· My Bentley was blue for a couple


25· ·of months, the one that was photographed, but I
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·1· ·changed.· I was waiting for the one that I


·2· ·ordered to come in, and that was kind of a


·3· ·loaner.


·4· · · ·Q· · What is the color of the Bentley that


·5· ·you own now?


·6· · · ·A· · It's gray.


·7· · · ·Q· · Do you have a white car, or have you


·8· ·had a white car for the past -- since 2015?


·9· · · ·A· · I'm sure I have, and given some time,


10· ·I'll -- I'll get together a complete list for


11· ·you.


12· · · ·Q· · Thank you.


13· · · ·A· · Sure.


14· · · ·Q· · Do you own any guns?


15· · · ·A· · I do.


16· · · ·Q· · Okay.· How many?


17· · · ·A· · Two.


18· · · ·Q· · Do you know when you purchased those


19· ·guns?


20· · · ·A· · Within the last year.


21· · · · · · MS. DuRANT:· Okay.· Ms. Kelly, may


22· · · I have the engagement letter, please,


23· · · ma'am?


24· · · · · · Mr. Bright, I'm going to hand you


25· · · and your lawyer -- let's make this his
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·1· · · · · · Do you see that?


·2· · · ·A· · Yes, ma'am.· I should have brought my


·3· ·glasses.


·4· · · ·Q· · Do you have any reason to doubt that


·5· ·you did not receive this letter marked as


·6· ·Exhibit 1?


·7· · · ·A· · I received -- what I do receive -- call


·8· ·receiving through a server was the initial


·9· ·filing asking for a jury trial and a packet of


10· ·paper that was fairly lengthy.· In regards to


11· ·this particular case, and again, we have several


12· ·ongoing cases, I believe this to be the only


13· ·document that I was served.· Whether this was


14· ·part of it, I do recall being served once in


15· ·this case asking for a jury trial.


16· · · ·Q· · Yeah.· I guess let me go back to my


17· ·question and make it a little bit clearer.


18· · · · · · If the process server says he served


19· ·you with this letter, do you have any reason to


20· ·question that you did not receive this letter?


21· · · ·A· · Again, I would not question.· I just


22· ·don't recall unless it was in the initial


23· ·packet --


24· · · ·Q· · Okay.


25· · · ·A· · -- which would have been around that
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·1· ·date --


·2· · · ·Q· · Yeah.


·3· · · ·A· · -- would it not have been?


·4· · · ·Q· · Yes, correct.· And you are correct.


·5· ·This was served with the summons and complaint.


·6· · · ·A· · Okay.· Then I do recall having a


·7· ·server.


·8· · · ·Q· · Great.


·9· · · · · · Have you read this letter before today?


10· · · ·A· · I don't recall.


11· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Do you understand -- and you can


12· ·read it if you want to now.


13· · · ·A· · I just did.· Yeah.


14· · · ·Q· · Do you understand the purpose of this


15· ·letter?


16· · · ·A· · Yes.


17· · · ·Q· · And what is that purpose?


18· · · ·A· · To not destroy any electronic


19· ·documents.


20· · · ·Q· · Uh-huh.· Along with any tangible


21· ·documents, hard copies of documents.


22· · · · · · Do you understand that as well?


23· · · ·A· · I understand what a hard document is.


24· ·But that would be in my possession?· And what


25· ·would be -- what type of document, for example?
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·1· ·Just for me to better understand.


·2· · · ·Q· · Sure.


·3· · · ·A· · I don't need --


·4· · · ·Q· · Sure.


·5· · · ·A· · I'm just curious.


·6· · · ·Q· · That -- that you wouldn't go around


·7· ·shredding documents.


·8· · · ·A· · No, ma'am.· I don't own a shredder.


·9· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Or -- or destroying documents,


10· ·burning documents, that you wouldn't


11· ·intentionally destroy any paper documents that


12· ·you have.


13· · · ·A· · Yeah.· As you're aware, I'm -- I'm


14· ·100 percent electronic, unfortunately.


15· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Have you deleted any texts or


16· ·emails since receiving this letter?


17· · · ·A· · I certainly have deleted texts.  I


18· ·don't know any of them would be relevant to this


19· ·case.· I do know that they all go up into the


20· ·cloud, and I believe that's why you guys ceased


21· ·my equipment to get access.· But I do not


22· ·keep -- for example, the text I received today,


23· ·I don't keep every text that I receive.· I,


24· ·frankly, wasn't aware that I was supposed to.


25· · · · · · MS. DuRANT:· Ms. Kelly, if you
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·1· · · ·Q· · Do you understand that I subpoenaed


·2· ·documents from Phil Hartman?


·3· · · ·A· · Yeah.· I know Phil Hartman has had


·4· ·documents requested.


·5· · · ·Q· · Do you -- are you aware that


·6· ·Phil Hartman produced texts between you and him


·7· ·about Ms. Janura in this case during that time


·8· ·frame?


·9· · · ·A· · I -- I'm not aware, nor do I not


10· ·believe it to be true.· I lose my phone at least


11· ·on a quarterly basis, and records will show from


12· ·Verizon that I just got a new one the other day


13· ·because I misplaced one.· So very, very possibly


14· ·during this period of time, I missed a phone


15· ·and, of course, when you get a new phone, your


16· ·texts aren't there.


17· · · ·Q· · Okay.· It is my understanding from your


18· ·testimony just a few minutes ago that your texts


19· ·go to an iCloud?


20· · · ·A· · I'm hoping or assuming they do.  I


21· ·would think everything these days goes to a


22· ·cloud.


23· · · ·Q· · Would it surprise you that we could not


24· ·find the forensic accountant -- not accountant,


25· ·excuse me -- the forensic IT -- gentleman who
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·1· · searched your phone could not find these texts


·2· · that Mr. Hartman had between you and he?


·3· · · · A· · It would --


·4· · · · · · ·MR. NOVAK:· Objection.


·5· · · · · · ·You can answer.


·6· · · · · · ·THE WITNESS:· Yeah.· It would --


·7· · · ·it would surprise me that a


·8· · · ·professional wasn't able to find them.


·9· · · ·I -- I turn my phone on and off when


10· · · ·it's not working like my computer.  I


11· · · ·don't know anything about technical.  I


12· · · ·have no capacity to make something go


13· · · ·away, and I would think a forensic


14· · · ·examiner, since that's his job, would


15· · · ·be able to take a layman's phone and


16· · · ·extract it, but I have no professional


17· · · ·knowledge of their field.


18· ·BY MS. DuRANT:


19· · · · Q· · Did you delete any texts during this time


20· · frame?


21· · · · A· · Ma'am, I -- obviously, if they're not


22· · there, possibly I could have.· No recollection.


23· · But it's great that you have the copies.


24· · · · Q· · The copies of what?


25· · · · A· · The ones that Phil sent, so you have
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·1· ·records of them.


·2· · · ·Q· · Have you deleted any other texts


·3· ·related to this litigation?


·4· · · ·A· · I -- I would say that there's a great


·5· ·certainty that if I sent an email to Diana, I


·6· ·would delete it because she would have a copy,


·7· ·of course, and that would be the only thing


·8· ·relevant.


·9· · · ·Q· · Okay.· What about other emails or texts


10· ·not sent to Diana; would you delete them?


11· · · ·A· · If it was in regards to the case of --


12· ·I would have nobody that I would be texting.


13· · · ·Q· · What about emailing?


14· · · ·A· · Emailing would be through my attorneys,


15· ·and I guess that would be protected.


16· · · ·Q· · Yeah.· I don't -- I don't want to know


17· ·about any communications with your lawyers, but


18· ·if you have any emails with Phil Hartman, your


19· ·parents, anybody else in your world about this


20· ·case, have you deleted those emails or texts


21· ·since September 3rd of 2020?


22· · · ·A· · It's possible.· I don't have any


23· ·recollection.


24· · · · · · MS. DuRANT:· Ms. Kelly, may I have


25· · · the next exhibit, please, ma'am.
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·1· ·the house, paid the repairs.· No harm, no foul.


·2· ·Ms. Bright never knew I was anywhere in the


·3· ·area.


·4· · · ·Q· · What kind of boat do you have?


·5· · · ·A· · I have a CrisCraft.


·6· · · ·Q· · How much does it cost?


·7· · · ·A· · I don't recall.


·8· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Does $500,000 sound about right?


·9· · · ·A· · That would sound about right, yes.


10· · · ·Q· · I'm going to ask Ms. Kelly to play some


11· ·videos for us, and I'll ask you questions after


12· ·them --


13· · · ·A· · Okay.


14· · · ·Q· · -- if you don't mind, please, sir.


15· · · · · · MS. DuRANT:· Oh.· It's sounds like


16· · · lunch is on its way.· Do y'all -- this


17· · · might be a good time to --


18· · · · · · MR. NOVAK:· Yeah.· If it works --


19· · · · · · MS. DuRANT:· Great.


20· · · · · · MR. NOVAK:· -- that's fine with


21· · · me.


22· · · · · · We'll go off the record.


23· · · · · · THE VIDEOGRAPHER:· The time is


24· · · 12:36 p.m. and we're off the record.


25· · · · · · · · ·(Recess taken from 12:36 p.m. to
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·1· · · ·Q· · Okay.· The boat?


·2· · · ·A· · Uh-huh.· There's a liability for you.


·3· · · ·Q· · A liability regardless if you have debt


·4· ·or not.


·5· · · · · · How much equity do you have in the


·6· ·boat?


·7· · · ·A· · I don't think really any.


·8· · · ·Q· · Okay.


·9· · · ·A· · I mean, maybe 50 grand.· Who knows.


10· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Do you have any trusts?


11· · · · · · Did I just ask you this?


12· · · ·A· · You just asked me that.


13· · · ·Q· · Sorry.


14· · · ·A· · No, I do not.


15· · · ·Q· · Have you received any loans recently?


16· · · ·A· · Yes.· And I'm just waiting to hear


17· ·today about another one.


18· · · ·Q· · Is that what you submitted the verified


19· ·financial statements for?


20· · · ·A· · I mean, the banker just asked for this


21· ·information.· I didn't have to give him any


22· ·statements.


23· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Well, I thought you just said


24· ·you just did some financial statements or


25· ·declarations?
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Cc: M. Dawes Cooke, Jr. <mdc@barnwell-whaley.com>; Justin Novak <jnovak@barnwell-
whaley.com>; Jessica W. Stratta <jstratta@barnwell-whaley.com>; Anthony Baglivo
<abaglivo@barnwell-whaley.com>; Biff Sowell <bsowell@sowelldurant.com>; Bess DuRant
<bdurant@sowelldurant.com>; Amy Kelly <akelly@sowelldurant.com>
Subject: [EXT] RE: Appellate Case No. 2025-002577 / Janura v. Bright

 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Because we cannot open or access outside links, the linked ‘Bright Exhibits’ have not
been stamped for filing. If you wish for the Court to accept your filing, we ask that you
attach the PDF or Word document to the email.  Please do not hesitate to contact us by
emailing ctappfilings@sccourts.org or calling (803) 734-1890.
 
Thank you!
 
 
 
From: Karen Jessee <kjessee@barnwell-whaley.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 26, 2026 6:01 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: M. Dawes Cooke, Jr. <mdc@barnwell-whaley.com>; Justin Novak <jnovak@barnwell-
whaley.com>; Jessica W. Stratta <jstratta@barnwell-whaley.com>; Anthony Baglivo
<abaglivo@barnwell-whaley.com>; Biff Sowell <bsowell@sowelldurant.com>; Bess DuRant
<bdurant@sowelldurant.com>; Amy Kelly <akelly@sowelldurant.com>
Subject: Appellate Case No. 2025-002577 / Janura v. Bright

 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Attached for filing are Respondent’s Return to Appellant’s Memorandum of Law
Regarding Appealability of Orders and Proof of Service in the above matter. Here is the
link to the exhibits to the Memo.  Bright Exhibits  Should you have any problems
accessing the exhibits, please let me know.
 
By copy, I am serving the same upon all counsel of record.
 

KAREN JESSEE | LEGAL ASSISTANT TO M. DAWES
COOKE, JR
BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & HELMS, LLC
Charleston, SC | Wilmington, NC (PLLC)
211 King Street, Suite 300 | Charleston, SC 29401
843-577-7700
Email | Firm Website
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the information contained herein is confidential
information/work product. The communication is intended for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this
transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited.   If you have received this communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by
return e-mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which you may have of this communication.

 
~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and
may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not
read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received
this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of
the message and any attachments.
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 


