From: Claire Owens

To: Court Of Appeals Filings; Adelaide Allen

Cc: Tyler Bathrick; George Gallagher; WCC-Judicial Email

Subject: Appellate Case Number 2025-002017- Lenjarius Holmes-VS- Lawson Trucking LLC
Date: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 12:24:44 PM

Attachments: Ltr + Joint Motion to COA.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Please see the attached Joint Motion to Stay Further Appellate Findings and
Proceedings regarding the above-referenced claim. The $50.00 filing fee will be
mailed to you today. Thank you.

Claire Owens

Paralegal

Speed, Seta, Martin, Trivett, Stubley & Fickling, LLC
P.O. Box 11669

Columbia, SC 29211

Office: (803) 748-2844

Fax: (803) 748-2735

www.speed-seta.com

This transmission is intended by the sender and proper recipient(s) to be confidential, intended only for the proper recipient(s) and may
contain information that is privileged, attorney work product or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient(s) you are notified that the dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you receive this
message in error, or are not the proper recipient(s), please notify the sender at either the email address or telephone number above and
delete this email from your computer. Receipt by anyone other than the proper recipient(s) is not a waiver of any attorney-client, work
product, or other applicable privilege. Thank you.

Unless expressly stated to the contrary herein, (a) Nothing contained in this message was intended or written to be used, can be used,
nor may be relied upon or used, by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that could be imposed upon the taxpayer under the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and (b) Any written statement contained herein relating to any federal tax transaction or
issue may not be used by any individual or entity to recommend or support the promotion or marketing of any such transaction or issue.
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SPEED, SETA, MARTIN, TRIVETT, STUBLEY & FICKLING, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

GEORGE D. GALLAGHER (SC)
ggallagher@speed-seta.com

February 3, 2026

VIA EMAIL: CTAPPFILINGS@SCCOURTS.ORG
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings

Clerk of Court

S.C. Court of Appeals

Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, SC 29211

RE: Lenjarius Holmes v. Lawson Trucking LLC 1730-0115
Appellate Case Number 2025-002017
WCC No.:2024350
Claim No.: N9WC114193-001
DOA: 12/16/2020
Our File No.: 1730-0115

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Please find enclosed a Joint Motion to Stay Further Appellate Findings and Proceedings in the
above-referenced matter. A copy is in the mail along with our filing fee check for $50.00.

By copy of this letter to the claimant’s attorney, Tyler Bathrick, Esquire, I am advising him of this
communication.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

/Ay -

George D. Gallagher

GDG/rco

Enclosures

cc: Amy Bracy, SCWCC
Tyler Bathrick, Esquire (w/encl) via email
Alexandra Barnes (w/encl) via email

P.O. Box 11669 « COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211
PHONE (803) 748-2919 » FAX (803) 748-2735

www. Speed-Seta.com
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM THE
SOUTH CAROLINA WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION

Appellate Case Number 2025-002017

LenJarius Holmes, Deceased, Vanessa Holmes, ..........ccvvveveanninniinnins Respondents/Appellants

and Jesse Gladney, Claimants,
v.

Lawson Trucking, LL.C, Employer,
and Berkshire Hathaway Direct Insurance, Carrier .............oceemverenenn Appellants/Respondents.

APPELLANTS-RESPONDENTS AND RESPONDENTS-APPEALLANTS JOINT MOTION TO

STAY FURTHER APPELLATE FILINGS AND PROCEEDINGS

The Appellants-Respondents and Respondents-Appellants in the above-captioned matter hereby jointly

move for an Order from the Court to stay further appellate filings and proceedings. The parties’ joint Motion

is based on the following:

The parties’ Initial Briefs and Designation of Matter to be included in the Record on Appeal was
due to be filed on or before February 6, 2026 via prior Order of the Court;

The parties have now reached an agreement on a compromised sum to settle the case but further
action before the Workers’ Compensation Commission (“Commission”) is necessary to finalize the
deal. Specifically, the current Commission Order under appeal to this Court finding the death of
Lenjarius Holmes (“Deceased”) compensable under the Act does not make a finding of who is

entitled to receive the death benefits, and in the case of multiple beneficiaries, in what proportion.





3. Further, S.C. Code § 42-9-120 establishes the Commission’s authority to determine dependents
entitled to death benefits and the division of same between dependents. Likewise, S.C. Code § 42-
9-120 governs the determination of entitlement to death benefits when there are no dependents.
Finally, S.C. Code §42-9-340 addresses the good faith payment of death benefits to dependents
junior in right to a subsequently discovered party claiming entitlement to death benefits. Upon a
showing of reasonable diligence to ascertain potential dependents and the payment of death benefits
in reliance upon same, a defendant is absolved from further liability under the Act if a subsequent
claim to death benefits superior in right is made. WCC R. 67-902; See Airco v. Hollington, 269
S.C. 152,236 S.E.2d 804 (1977).

4. In sum, the Act requires the Commission to a) confirm the person(s) entitled to death benefits under
the Act and in what proportions; and b) verify that the Employer/Carrier has conducted a good faith
investigation to ascertain potential beneficiaries in order to avoid the dilemma of a defendant
potentially paying the claim twice.

For these reasons, the parties respectfully request that further appellate filings and proceedings be held in
abeyance for the Commission to make the necessary findings required under the Act and finalize the

agreement of the parties.

Respectfully Submitted,
b
Tyler Bathrick, Esquire — SC Bar # George D. Gallagher, Esquire — SC Bar #12419
tewart Law Offices Speed, Seta, Martin, Trivett, Stubley &
PO Box 670 Fickling, LL.C
Rock Hill, SC 29731 PO Box 11669
tyler@stewartlawoffices.net Columbia, SC 29211
Attorneys for Respondents/Appellants ggallagher@speed-seta.com

Attomeys for Appellants/Respondents

February 2, 2026
Columbia, SC
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