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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In The Court of Appeals 

     

 

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 

Court of Common Pleas 

 

Thomas W. McGee III, Circuit Court Judge 

     

 

Case No. 2023-CP-40-01850 

     

 

SOUTH CAROLINA PUBLIC INTEREST FOUNDATION and JOHN SLOAN, 

individually, and on behalf of all others similarly situated ....................... Appellants, 

 

v. 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION and MARK KEEL, 

in his official capacity as Chief of the South Carolina State Law Enforcement Division

................................................................................................................... Respondents,  

_______________________________ 

 

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF COUNSEL 

_______________________________ 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Aaron Scherzer hereby withdraws as counsel for Plaintiffs 

South Carolina Public Interest Foundation and John Sloan (“Plaintiffs”) in the above-entitled 

matter. James G. Carpenter of The Carpenter Law Firm, P.C., Barry Friedman of the Policing 

Project at NYU School of Law, Jeremy Peterman of Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, Allie 

Menegakis of Clekis Law Firm, P.A., and Alesia Rico Flores remain as counsel of record for 

Plaintiffs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb 03 2026



 2 

DATED this 3rd day of February, 2026. 

 

/s/ James G. Carpenter  
S.C. Bar No. 1136 

The Carpenter Law Firm, P.C. 

819 East North Street  

Greenville, SC 29601  

(864) 235-1269 

james.carpenter@carpenterlawfirm.net  

Attorney for Appellant 

 

 

Other Counsel of Record: 

  

P. Alesia Rico Flores (SC Bar No. 72857)   

Attorney At Law   

P.O. Box 60381   

North Charleston, SC 29419   

attorneyalesia@gmail.com    

  

Allie Menegakis (SC Bar No. 103820)   

Clekis Law Firm, P.A.   

2850 Ashley Phosphate Rd. North Charleston SC 29418   

843-900-0000   

allie@clekis.com   

  

Barry Friedman (pro hac vice)   

Policing Project   

NYU School of Law   

40 Washington Square South   

New York, NY 10012   

(212) 992-6950   

barry.friedman@nyu.edu   

  

Jeremy Peterman (pro hac vice)  

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP  

401 Union Street, Suite 3300  

Seattle, WA 98101  

jpeterman@orrick.com   
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Certificate of Service 

  

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that he has served a copy of the foregoing Notice 

of Appeal on counsel for Respondents by electronic mail on February 3, 2026, to the following 

persons: 

Daniel C. Plyler  

Austin T. Reed  

Fred N. Hanna, Jr.  

3200 Devine Street   

Columbia, SC 29205   

  

G. Murrell Smith, Jr.  

Post Office Box 580   

Sumter, SC 29151-0580   

  

Adam L. Whitsett  

Paul T. Ahearn, III  

SC Law Enforcement Division   

Post Office Box 21398   

Columbia, SC 29221-1398  

 

/s/ James G. Carpenter   
S.C. Bar No. 1136   

The Carpenter Law Firm, P.C  

819 East North Street  

Greenville, SC 29601  

(864) 235-1269  

james.carpenter@carpenterlawfirm.net  

  

Attorney for Appellants  
 

 

 

Feb 03 2026


