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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE SUPREME COURT 

________ 

 

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

 

Jocelyn Newman, Circuit Court Judge  

________ 

 

Com. Pls. Case No. 2023-cp-40-00242 

 

Ct. App. Case No. 2025-002124 

 

Sup. Ct. Case No. 2026-000066 

________ 

 

 

Curtis D. Bale, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Petitioner, 

 

v. 

 

John A. Dougherty; Wachovia Securities Financial Holdings, LLC;  

Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC f/k/a Wells Fargo  

Advisors, LLC; Wells Fargo & Company; Wells Fargo  

Bank, N.A.; and LPL Financial LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Defendants, 

 

of which John A. Dougherty; Wells Fargo Clearing  

Services, LLC f/k/a Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC;  

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.; and LPL Financial LLC are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Respondents. 

 

________ 

 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

________ 

 

 I, the undersigned Paralegal of the law offices of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, 

LLP, attorneys for Respondent LPL Financial LLC, do hereby certify that I have served all counsel 

in this action with a copy of the document(s) specified below by emailing a copy to the following 

lawyer(s) at his or her primary e-mail address listed in the Attorney Information System: 

 Document:   Return in Opposition to Petition for Writ of Certiorari 

 

 Counsel Served:  R. Walker Humphrey, II 

Feb 11 2026
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     133 River Landing Drive, Suite 200 

     Charleston, SC 29492 

 

     Mitchell Willoughby 

     Elizabeth Zeck 

     Margaret M. O’Shields 

     P.O. Box 8416 

     Columbia, SC 29202 

 

     Overture E. Walker 

     930 Richland Street 

     Columbia, SC 29201 

      

 

 

February 11, 2026      /s/ Ann Boney______ 

        Ann Boney 

        Paralegal 
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From: Ann Boney

Sent: Wednesday, February 11, 2026 1:16 PM

To: Walker Humphrey; Mitchell Willoughby; Elizabeth Zeck; Overture Walker; Margaret M. 

O’Shields; Harrill, Paul; kdavis@whdlawyers.com

Cc: Cory Manning; Adam Hegler; Axton Crolley

Subject: Curtis D. Bale v. John A. Dougherty, et al. - Appellate Case no. 2026-000066

Attachments: Bale - Return in Opposition to Petition for Writ of Certiorari.pdf

Attached and served upon you as Counsel for Petitioner Bale in the above matter, please find the Return 
in Opposition to Petitioner’s Petition for Writ of Certiorari. 

Thank you, 
Ann Boney 
Paralegal 

ANN BONEY  PARALEGAL

ann.boney@nelsonmul l ins.com

MERIDIAN |  17TH FLOOR  

1320 MAIN STREET |  COLUMBIA, SC 29201 

T  803.255.5502   F  803.256.7500    

NELSONMULLINS.COM    VCARD


