From: Heather Hardy

To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Dick Harpootlian; dj tobywardlaw.com; Toby Ward; Andrew Hand; Hall, Kevin; Carroll, Todd; Pete Balthazor;

kiera.dillon@columbiasc.gov; Hemlepp, William (Mike); sarah.jones@wbd-us.com; April Smith; Lewis, Lois R;
Levi.Wright@wbd-us.com

Subject: Smith v. City of Columbia (Appellate Case No. 2025-002198)
Date: Monday, February 16, 2026 5:06:24 PM
Attachments: 2026-02-16 Return to Motion for Limited Remand.pdf

2026-02-16 Proof of Service.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon, Ms. Howard and Ms. Kitchings:

Attached for filing please find Respondents’ Return To Appellant’s Motion To Stay
Briefing And Limited Remand For Purposes Of Correcting The Transcript
and Proof of Service for same.

If you should need anything further, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you,

Heather Hardy, Paralegal

Richard A. Harpootlian, PA

Address: 1410 Laurel Street Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Phone: 803-252-4848 Fax: 803.252.4810 Email: heather@harpootlianlaw.com

Website: http://www.harpootlianlaw.com/
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Robert E. Hood, Circuit Court Judge

Appellate Case No. 2025-002198
Circuit Court Case No. 2023-CP-40-05555

O. Stanley Smith, III; Acre Plus, LLC; and Constan Gervais Street
Car Wash, INC. .....ooiiiiic et Respondents,

City OF COIUMDIA. .....ceiiieiiieiie ettt ettt e et e e e e e Appellant.

RESPONDENTS’ RETURN TO APPELLANT’S MOTION TO STAY BRIEFING AND
FOR A LIMITED REMAND FOR PURPOSES OF CORRECTING THE TRANSCRIPT

On December 22, 2025, Appellant City of Columbia filed a Motion to Stay Briefing and
for a Limited Remand for Purposes of Correcting the Transcript requesting that the Court stay
briefing in this matter and remand it to the Circuit Court for the limited purpose of correcting the
transcript of a hearing the Circuit Court held on November 6, 2025. On December 29, 2025,
Appellant filed a supplement to that motion attaching an aftidavit from the Director of Operations
for the court reporting service that generated the transcript in further support of the motion.

Appellant’s motion correctly noted that Respondents initially opposed the relief requested
by the City. However, in an effort to advance this appeal, Respondents have reconsidered their
position and now consent to the relief the City seeks. Respondents acknowledge that returns to

motions are ordinarily due for filing within 10 days of service of the motion; however, Respondents





submit this return in order to clarify their position on this issue and to allow this appeal to proceed
forward.
Respectfully submitted,

s/Richard A. Harpootlian

Richard A. Harpootlian (SC Bar No. 2725)
Andrew R. Hand (SC Bar No. 101633)
RICHARD A. HARPOOTLIAN, P.A.

1410 Laurel Street (29201)

Post Office Box 1090

Columbia, SC 29202

(803) 252-4848

(803) 252-4810 (facsimile)
rah@harpootlianlaw.com
arh@harpootlianlaw.com

Tobias G. Ward, Jr. (SC Bar No. 5826)
ToBIAS G. WARD, JR. P.A.

P.O. Box 50124

Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 708-4200
tw@tobywardlaw.com

Attorneys for Respondents

Columbia, South Carolina
February 16, 2026






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The Honorable Robert E. Hood, Circuit Court Judge
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I, the undersigned, attorney for Respondents O. Stanley Smith, III, Acre Plus, LLC and
Constan Gervais Street Car Wash, Inc., do hereby certify that on February 16, 2026, I have served
all parties to this appeal (via electronic mail) with a copy of the documents referenced below:

Documents Served: Respondents’ Return To Appellant’s Motion To Stay Briefing And
Limited Remand For Purposes Of Correcting The Transcript

Parties For Service: M. Todd Carroll todd.carroll@wbd-us.com
Kevin A. Hall kevin.hall@wbd-us.com
Levi W. Wright levi.wright@wbd-us.com
W. Mike Hemlepp, Jr. William.hemlepp@columbiasc.gov
Peter M. Balthazor peteb@rplfirm.com

s/Richard A. Harpootlian
Richard A. Harpootlian, PA
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