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Good morning,

Attached for filing and service is the record on appeal, proof of service, and proposed
transportation order in the above-referenced appeal. One bound copy of the record
will be delivered to the Court. Thank you.

Adam Ruffin
Ruffin Law Firm, LLC
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM AIKEN COUNTY
Martha M. Rivers, Circuit Court Judge

Lower Court Case No. 2018-CP-02-01903

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative of the Estate of Helen Williams,
Appellant,

V.

Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of Diane Warren, Estate of Travis Robinson,
and Marcus Williams, Defendants,

of which Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of Diane Warren and Estate of
Travis Robinson are the Respondents.

Appellate Case No. 2025-000208

TRANSPORTATION ORDER

The parties have designated two exhibits in this appeal which must be filed separately from
the paper Record on Appeal pursuant to Rule 210(f), SCACR. Accordingly, it is ordered that the
Clerk of Court for the Aiken County Circuit Court release Plaintiff’s Exhibit 3 (flash drive—audio
recording of interview of Travis Robinson), and Plaintiff’s Exhibit 8 (911 calls) to be transported
to this Court by Adam Sinclair Ruffin or his designee for consideration in the above-referenced
appeal.

H. BRUCE WILLIAMS, CHIEF JUDGE

By

CLERK





Columbia, South Carolina

Date






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM AIKEN COUNTY
Martha M. Rivers, Circuit Court Judge

Lower Court Case No. 2018-CP-02-01903

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative of the Estate of Helen Williams,
Appellant,

V.

Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of Diane Warren, Estate of Travis Robinson,
and Marcus Williams, Defendants,

of which Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of Diane Warren and Estate of
Travis Robinson are the Respondents.

Appellate Case No. 2025-000208

PROOF OF SERVICE

Pursuant to Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, undersigned counsel hereby certifies that a true copy of the
record on appeal in the above-referenced case has been served upon Damon Wlodarczyk at the
primary e-mail address listed in the Attorney Information System (AIS), this 19th day of February
2026.

s/Adam Ruffin

Adam Sinclair Ruffin

SC Bar No. 101350

1320 Main Street, Suite 300
Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 470-5629
adam@ruffinappeals.com

Attorney for Gloria Allen






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM AIKEN COUNTY
Martha M. Rivers, Circuit Court Judge

Lower Court Case No. 2018-CP-02-01903

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative of the Estate of Helen Williams,
Appellant,

V.

Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of Diane Warren, Estate of Travis Robinson,
and Marcus Williams, Defendants,

of which Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of Diane Warren and Estate of
Travis Robinson are the Respondents.

Appellate Case No. 2025-000208

RECORD ON APPEAL

RUFFIN LAW FIRM HOWSER, NEWMAN & BESLEY, LLC
Adam Sinclair Ruffin Damon C. Wlodarczyk
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 SC Bar No. 70460
Columbia, SC 29201 1508 Washington Street
(803) 470-4529 Post Office Box 12009 (29211)
adam(@ruffinappeals.com Columbia, South Carolina, 29201
(803) 758-6000
Attorney for Gloria Allen damonw(@hnblaw.com

Attorney for Respondents
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF AIKEN )
Docket No.: 2016-cP-02- 0244
Gloria Alien, Personal Representative for )
The Estate of Helen Wiilliams, )
Plaintiff, )
Vs. ) SUMMONS
) [WRONGFUL DEATH]
Marcus Williams, Personal Representative )
for the Estate of Calvin Warren, Personal )

Representative for the Estate of Diane Warren, )
and Personal Representative for the Estate of )
Travis Robinson, Individually and Collectively, ) [JURY TRIAL REQUESTED]
)
Defendants. )
TO: THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to appear and defend by
answering the Complaint of Plaintiff in this action, a copy of which is herewith served
upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer to the Complaint on the subscriber at his
office, by delivering your Answer to the Complaint to 712 Richland Street, 2nd Floor,
Suite |, Columbia, South Carolina 28201 or by mailing to Post Office Box 2027,
Columbia, South Carolina 29202, within thirty (30) days after the service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such service; and if you fail to do so, judgment by default will be

rendered against you for the reiief demanded in the Complaint.

THE LAW OFFICE LIAMS, JR., ESQ., LLC
BY:
FILED, QJ% ol Vannie Williamezdrs SC Bar No. 11807

712 Richland Street, 2nd Floor, Suite | (29201)
Post Office Box 2027

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Tele: (803) 799-1703 Fax (803) 799-1704
Email: williams.vannie@att.net

Attorney for the Plaintiff

September 29, 2016
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF AIKEN )

Docket No.: 2016-CP-02- QZEM
Gloria Allen, Personal Representative for
The Estate of Helen Williams,
Plaintiff,
COMPLAINT
[WRONGFUL DEATH]

Vs.

for the Estate of Calvin Warren, Personal
Representative for the Estate of Diane Warren,
: and Personal Representative for the Estate of

Travis Robinson, Individually and Collectively,

)
)
)
)
)
Marcus Williams, Personal Representative )
)
)
)
) [JURY TRIAL REQUESTED]
)
)

Defendants.

TO: THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):
PARTIES
1. That Gloria Allen is the duly appointed Personal Representative for the
Estate of Helen Williams, having be so appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court on
and shall be referred to hereinafter as “Plaintiff’, and brings this action for the

beneficiaries of Helen Williams, the decedent herein.

2. That Marcus Williams is an individual and shall be referred to hereinafter

as “Defendant Williams”.

3. That a duly appointed Personal Representative for the Estate of Calvin
Warren, has been, or will be, so appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court for
Estate of Calvin Warren, and shall be referred to hereinafter as “Defendant Calvin

Warren”.






4 That a duly appointed Personal Representative for the Estate of Diane
Warren, has been, or will be, so appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court for
Estate of Diane Warren and shall be referred to hereinafter as “Defendant Diane

Warren”.

5. That a duly appointed Personal Representative for the Estate of Travis
Robinson, has been, or will be, so appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court for the

Estate of Travis Robinson and shall be referred to hereinafter as “Nefendant Robinson”.

6. That Helen Williams is the decedent at issue in this matter and shall

hereinafter be referred to as “Decedent”.

PERSONAL JURISDICTION

7. That Plaintiff and all Defendants are all residents and citizens of Aiken
County, South Carolina, with the exception of Defendant Williams whao is resident and
citizen of the State of Georgia, but Defendant Williams owned and maintained the
residential dwelling at issue herein within the County of Aiken, South Carolina, and

Defendant Williams caused injury to Plaintiff within the County of Aiken, South Carolina.

SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION

SUBJECT MATIER JURISILAL 1100
8. That Plaintiff is seeking compensation in this negligence cause of action
for wrongful death, actual, compensatory, consequential and punitive damages for

personal injuries sustained by Helen Williams, Decedent, arising out of a house fire that
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occurred on or about October 1, 2013, pursuant to the common laws of the State of
South Carolina and the wrongful death statute as codified at South Carolina Code of
Laws, as annotated, Section 15-51-10 et seq., and such other and further relevant

statutes.

VENUE

9. That the Parties, witnesses, and all other evidence, including the
residential dwelling at issue, are located in the County of Aiken, State of South
Carolina, and the injury and death of Decedent occurred in the Aiken County and State

of South Carolina.

NONREMOVAL
10. That there does not exist complete diversity of residency and citizenship
as between the Plaintiff and Defendants, and there is no federal question at issue in this
matter: therefore this matter is not removable 1o the Federal Court, and should any
Defendant seek to remove this matter, Plaintiff will be entitled to seek attorney's fees

and costs in contesting the removal action.

STATEMENT OF INCORPORATION OF AVERMENTS

11. That every averment is incorporated into every other cause of action,
where not inconsistent with the cause of action to which it is being incorporated, as fully

as if repeated therein verbatim.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND FACTS
12.  That Decedent is the mother of the Personal Representative for
Decedent’s estate, Grandmother of Defendant Williams, mother-in-law of Defendant
Calvin Warren, mother of Defendant Diane Warren, and Grandmother of Defendant

Robinson.

13, That the house that was destroyed by fire at issue herein was located at
2276 Edgefield Highway, Aiken, South Carolina 29801.

14. That the destroyed house at issue was titled to Defendant Williams, and
Defendant Williams exercised dominion and control over the said dwelling, and had free

and unfettered access, use, entry and occupancy of the said dwelling.

15.  That Defendant Williams allowed Defendant Diane Warren, Defendant
Calvin Warren and Defendant Robinson to reside in the said house as a product of the
family relationship, and did not require a lease nor rent, and the relationship was not a

commercial transaction.

16. That at all times herein Defendant Williams was a custodian of the said
dwelling that burned, together with Defendant Calvin Warren, Defendant Diane Warren
and Defendant Robinson, who shared custodial duties and obligations equally with

Defendant Williams.

17.  That Tameka Latoya Williams Karanja, Miesai Charima Williams and
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Gregory J. Williams, all consented to Defendant Williams having management and
custodial authority over the said dwelling, and took no active role in the management or

upkeep of the said dwelling.

18.  That on October 1, 2013, Decedent was an invited guest of Defendant
Williams, Defendant Calvin Warren, Defendant Diane warren and Defendant Robinson,

and Decedent was exercising an overnight visitation.

19.  That on October 1, 2013, the said dwelling herein was destroyed by fire,
and Decedent died as a result of smoke inhalation, carbon monoxide poisoning and
thermal burns sustained in the house fire, of which the etiology of the fire is a product of
Defendants alleged negligence, or otherwise unknown.

FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
[WRONGFUL DEATH OF HELEN WILLIAMS, DECEDENT]

20. That Decedent’s death was the direct and proximate resuit of the
wrongful acts, negligent and grossly negligent acts and omissions of Defendants,
individually and collectively, as specifically alleged herein, complained of and set forth

herein below.

21 That Plaintiff, as Personal Representative for the estate of the Decedent is
authorized by South Carolina Code of Laws Section 15-51-10, et seq. to bring this

action on behalf of the beneficiaries of the Decedent.

FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE OF MARCUS WILLIAMS]
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22.  That Defendant Williams had access and control over the said dwelling
that burned, which fire, smoke, fumes, gases and heat which developed as a resuit of

the fire, caused the death of Decedent.

23.  That negligence of Defendant Williams was the direct and proximate
cause of the injuries sustained by Decedent, and the particulars of negligence are as
follows:

a) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of smokeffire/
temperature/carbon monoxide alarm/detector(s);

b) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of fire
extinguisher/suppressant system/devices,

c) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of exits;

d) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of ladders, slides and
escape devices;

e) Failure to provide notice of fire escape plan, map/route or assistive devices;

f) Permitting the storage of flammable and hazardous materials in the dwelling;

g) Permitting, and failing to correct, improper installation, construction, design,
building techniques, and use of improper materials, in the construction and renovation
of the dwelling;

h) Failure to make a reasonable inspection of dwelling for unsafe and hazardous
conditions on a recurring basis, and with failure to correct known and obvious conditions
that posed a risk to health and safety of Decedent while occupying dwelling;

i) Failure to provide Decedent with reasonable notice of unsafe conditiens;

i) Failure to take reasonable steps to secure the safety and welfare of Decedent to

the dwelling, who was known to have physical, mental and cognitive handicaps and
limitations;
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k) Failure to properly install and maintain, or provide, handicap ramps, rails and
escape assistive devices;

) Failure to take such steps that would insure safety and welfare of Decedent while
an occupant of the said dwelling when Defendant knew, or should have known, of
physical condition of dwelling that made the dwelling prone to rapid destruction by fire,
and difficulty of escape;

m)  Failure to take such steps that insure safety and welfare of Decedent while an
occupant of the said dwelling when Defendant knew, or should have known, that no fire
hydrants nor fire departments were in the immediate vicinity of the dwelling;

n) Failure to render aid to Decedent in an effort to assist Decedent's exit from the
dwelling during the fire;

0) Failure to reasonably and timely notify or alert Decedent, fire officials and
emergency services of the fire;

p) Failure to take reasonable steps to insure the safety and welfare of Decedent
while an occupant in the said dwelling when Defendant knew, or should have known,
that an accidental fire in the dwelling was foreseeable, together with injuries to
Decedent as a consequence of such said fire;
q) Such other and further incidences of negligence as may be demonstrated at the
trial of this matter.

FOR A THIRD CAUSE OR ACTION

[NEGLIGENCE OF CALVIN WARREN]

24.  That all of the averments of negligence as previously alleged are

incorporated herein as if repeated verbatim as against Defendant Calvin Warren.

25.  That the negligence of Defendant Calvin Warren was the direct and

proximate cause of the injuries and damages sustained by Decedent herein.

FOR A FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE OF DIANE WARREN]
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26 That all of the averments of negligence as previously alleged are

incorporated herein as if repeated verbatim as against Defendant Diane Warren.

27 That the negligence of Defendant Diane Warren was the direct and

proximate cause of the injuries and damages sustained by Decedent herein.

FOR A FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE OF TRAVIS ROBINSON]

28.  That all of the averments of negligence as previously alleged are

incorperated herein as if repeated verbatim as against Defendant Travis Robinson.

29.  That the negligence of Defendant Travis Robinson was the direct and

proximate cause of the injuries and damages sustained by Decedent herein.

FOR A SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE PER SE]

30. That all of the negligent acts and omissions of Defendants were violations
of city codes and/or county ordinances and/or state or federal statutes and/or

regulations, thus making the conduct negligence per se, in the following particulars:

a) That Defendants acts and omissions were violations of the provisions of the

following:
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i. Aiken County Residential Building Ordinances, Aiken County Code of
Ordinances Section 5.1 et seq. and such other and further ordinances;

if. South Carolina Residential Building Codes, S.C. Code of Laws Section
5-15-10 et seq., and 5-25-310 et seq., 5-25-400 et seq., 5-25-900, et seq., 5-25-1310 et
seq., 6-9-5 et seq..and such other and further statutes and regulations;

iii. 2015 International Construction Codes, South Carolina Building Codes
Council, South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, S.C. Code of
Laws 6-9-50, et seq. and such other and further statutes and regulations,

iv. South Carclina Residential Landlord And Tenant Act, S.C. Code of Laws
27.40-10, et seq., and such other and further statutes and reguiations;

V. Authorizing statutes S.C. Code of Laws Section 44-1-140(7) and
44-55-2310 et seq., and such other and further statutes and regulations; and

vi. Such other and further incidences of negligence per se as may be
demonstrated at the trial of this matter.

FOR A SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENT ENTRUSTMENT AS AGAINST DEFENDANT WILLIAMS]

31.  That all prior averments of negligence herein are incorporated as if set

forth herein verbatim.

32 That Defendant Williams did negligently entrust the maintenance of the
dwelling at issue to Defendant Calvin Warren, Defendant Diane Warren and Defendant
Robinson, which was the direct and proximate cause of the injuries sustained by

Decedent.

33.  That Defendant Williams knew, or should have known, that said
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Defendants would not maintain, and had not maintained, the dwelling in a manner that

1 would protect the safety, health and life of the Decedent in the event of a fire.

DAMAGES
ACTUAL AND COMPENSATORY DAMAGES
34. That as a direct and proximate result of the acts of omissions complained
of herein by Plaintiff as against Defendants, individually and jointly, Decedent suffered
physical injury, inclusive of, but not limited to permanent scarring, loss of life, emotional
injury, and psychological injury, and had to incur expenses and debts associated with
this matter, to include but not limited to attempted rescue by fire departments, attempted

rescue and funeral expenses.

35.  That Decedent sustained personal injuries as a direct and proximate result
of the acts of omissions complained of herein by Plaintiff as against Defendants,
individually jointly, as elements of actual and compensatory damages to inciude any

and all such other and further damages.

PUNITIVE DAMAGES

36, That as a direct and proximate result of the acts and omissions
complained of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence,

and negligence per s€, Plaintiff is entitied to an award of punitive damages.
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CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES

37 That as a direct and proximate result of the acts and omissions

complained of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence,

and negligence per se, Plaintiff is entitled to an award of consequential damages.

INCIDENTAL DAMAGES

38  That as a direct and proximate result of the acts and omissions

complained of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence,

and negligence per se, Plaintiff is entitied to an award of incidental damages.

FUNERAL EXPENSES
§.C. Code of Laws Section 15-5-100

39.  That as a direct and proximate result of the acts of omissions complained

of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence, and

negligence per se, Plaintiff is entitled to an award of funeral expenses damages.

STATUTORY/LEGAL RATE OF INTEREST ON OFFER OF JUDGMENT
[South Carolina Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 68]

40. That Plaintiff is entitied to the legal statutory rate of interest, as set by the

the South Carolina Supreme Court, on the amount of the Offer Of Judgment,

commencing on the date of service of the Offer Of Judgment upon Defendants, until

satisfied in full.

REIMBURSEMENT OF LITIGATION EXPENSES
[South Carolina Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 68]

41. That Plaintiff is entitled to reimbursement of all litigation expenses as a
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incurred in this matter commencing on the date of service of the Offer Of Judgment

upon Defendants.

PAYMENT OF ATTORNEY FEES
[South Carolina Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 68]

42. That Plaintiff is entitied t0 reimbursement of all attorney fees which are

incurred in this matter commencing on the date of service of the Offer Of Judgment

upon Defendants.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

PRAYER PR ===

43. That Plaintiff prays that a judgment be rendered against Defendants,
individually and jointly, on all of the cause of actions herein, and an award be made as
to each consistent with the law and faimess, granting unto Plaintiff the following:

a) ActualiCompensatory damages;

b) Consequential damages,

c) Punitive damages,

d) Incidental damages.

e) Funeral expenses,

f) Statutory/legal rate of interest on Offer of Judgment,
g) Reimbursement of all litigation expenses,

h) Attorney fees; and

i) Such other and further relief as justified by facts and faimess.
THELAW OFEISEIE-V 2 NIE WILIZ!_&I\_E; JR,, ESQ., LLC

Jr~5C Bar No. 11807

742 Richlard Street, 2nd Floor, Suite i

Post Office Box 2027

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Tele: (803) 799-1703 Fax (803) 799-1704
Email: williams vannie@att.net

Attorney for the Plaintiff
September 29, 2016
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA }
) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF AIKEN )
)
Gioria Allen, Personal Representative for the Estate of ) CIVIL ACTION COVERSHEET
Helen Williams
Plaintiff(s) )
) Sor6.cP - 02- QLAY
Vs, )
)
Marcus Williams, Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of )

Diane Warren, and Estate of Travis_ Robinson,
Individually and Collectively,

Defendant(s) )

Submitted By: Vannie Williams. Jr., Esquire SC Bar #: 11807

Address: 712 Richland St., Ste. | {29201) Telephone #:  (803) 799-1703

P.O. Box 2027, Columbia, SC 29202 Fax #: (803) 799-1704
Other: Cell (803) 319-0151
E-mail: williams.vannie@att.net

NOTE: The coversheet and information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filing and service of pleadings or other papers as
required by law. This form is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpese of docketing. it must be filled out completely, signed,
and dated. A copy of this coversheet must be served on the defendant(s) along with the Summons and Complaint.

DOCKETING INFORMATION (Check all that apply)
*If Action is Judgment/Settiement do not complete

54 JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint. ] NON-JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint.
[] This case is subject to ARBITRATION pursuant to the Court Annexed Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules.
[] This case is subject to MEDIATION pursuant to the Court Annexed Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules.
[] This case is exempt from ADR. (Proof of ADR/Exemption Atiached)
NATURE OF ACTION (Check One Box Below)
Contracts Torts - Professional Malpractice Torts — Personal Injury Real Property
[1 Constructions (i00) [0  Dental Malpractice {200) O Conversion (310) [1 Claim & Delivery {400
1  Debt Collection (110} 1 i.egal Malpractice (210) [0 Motor Vehicle Accident (320) ] Condemnation {410)
O General (130) [0 Medical Malpractice (220) [0 Premises Liability (330) [0 Foreclosure (420)
[1  Breach of Contract (140) Previous Notice of Intent Case # O Products 1.ability (340) [0 Mechanic’s Lien {430)
]  Fraed/Bad Faith (150) 20_ -Nl-____ - [0  Personal Injury (350) [} Partition {440}
[0 Failure 1o Deliver/ [0 Notice/ File Med Mal (230) B0  Wrongful Death (360} [ Possession (450)
Warranty (160) O Other (299 O Assault/Battery (370) [ Building Code Violation (460)
{0 Employment Discrim (170) O  Slander/Libel (380} O other (499
D Employment {1800 a Other (399)
O  Other (199)
{nmate Petitions Administrative Law/Relief Judgments/Settlements Appeals
0 PCR(500) [0 Reinstate Drv. License {800} [0 Death Settlement (700) 1 Arbitration {300)
[0 Mandamus (520) [ Judicial Review (810) [0 Foreign Judgment {710 [ Magistrate-Civil (310)
[0 Habeas Corpus (530) [0 Relief(820) O Magistrate’s Judgment (7200 [0 Magistrate-Criminal (920}
3 Other {599 [  Permanent Injunction (830) [0 Mimor Settlement (730) [l Municipal (330)
[] Forfeiture-Petition (340) [0 Transcript Judgment (740) [ Probate Court (940)
—————— [ Forfeiture—Consent Order (830) 1 Lis Pendens (750) 0 sCDOT(950)
O  Other (899 [0 ‘Transfer of Structured ] Worker's Comp (960}
Settlernent Payment Rights 0 Zoning Board (870)
Application (760) [0 Public Service Comm. {990
Special/Complex /Other [0 Confession of Judgment {77} [ Employment Secutity Comm (991)
O Environmental (600) [ Pharmaceuticals (630) [ Petition for Workers
I} Automobile Arb. (610) [0  Unfair Trade Practices {640) Compensation Settlement [0 Other {399
_ B Approval (780) }?ﬁ / ’C
18] Medical (620} [0 Out-of State Depositions (650) [ Other (799) REINY,
O Other (699} [0 Motion to Quash Subpoena in
an Out-of-County Action (660)
O Sexual Predator (510) O Pre-Suit DiscOvemelg70)
O Permanent Restraining Order (680)

Submitting Party Signature? '2-_ ’éo
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Note: Frivolous civil proceedings may be subject to sanctions pursuant to SCRCP, Rule 11, and the South Carolina Frivolous
Civil Proceedings Sanctions Act, 8.C. Code Ann. §15-36-10 et. seq.

Effective January 1, 2016, Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) is mandatory in all counties, pursuant
to Supreme Court Order dated November 12, 2013.

SUPREME COURT RULES REQUIRE THE SUBMISSION OF ALL CIVIL CASES TO AN ALTERNATIVE
DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS, UNLESS OTHERWISE EXEMPT.

Pursuant to the ADR Rules, you are required to take the following action(s):

1. The parties shal! select a neutral and file a “Proof of ADR” form on or by the 21 0" day of the filing of this
action. If the parties have not selected a neutral within 210 days, the Clerk of Court shall then appoint a
primary and secondary mediator from the current roster on a rotating basis from among those mediators
agreeing to accept cases in the county in which the action has been filed.

2. The initial ADR conference must be held within 300 days after the filing of the action.

3 Pre-suit medical malpractice mediations required by S.C. Code §15-79-125 shall be held not later than 120
days after all defendants are served with the “Notice of Intent to File Suit” or as the court directs.

4. Cases are exempt from ADR only upon the following grounds:

a. Special proceeding, or actions seeking extraordinary relief such as mandamus, habeas corpus, or
prohibition;

b. Requests for temporary relief;

¢. Appeals

d. Post Conviction relief matters;

e. Contempt of Court proceedings;

f. Forfeiture proceedings brought by governmental entities;
g. Mortgage foreclosures; and

L. Cases that have been previously subjected to an ADR conference, unless otherwise required by
Rule 3 or by statute.

5. In cases not subject to ADR, the Chief Judge for Administrative Purposes, upon the motion of the court or
of any party, may order a case t0 mediation.

6. Motion of a party to be exempt from payment of neutral fees due to indigency should be filed with the
Court within ten (10) days after the ADR conference has been concluded.

Please Note:  You must comply with the Supreme Court Rules regarding ADR.
Failure to do so may affect your case or may result in sanctions.

SCCA /234 (03/’?016) 0 1 5 Page 2 of 2
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
)

COUNTY OF AIKEN )
Gloria Alien, Personal Representative for )
The Estate of Helen Williams, )
Plaintiff, )

Vs. )

)

Marcus Williams, Personal Representative }
for the Estate of Calivin Warren, Personal )

Representative for the Estate of Diane Warren, )
and Personal Representative for the Estate of )
Travis Robinson, Individually and Collectively, )
)
Defendants. )

TO: THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Docket No.: 2016-cP-0207149

SUMMONS
[SURVIVAL ACTION]

[JURY TRIAL REQUESTED]

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to appear and defend by

answering the Complaint of Plaintiff in this action, a copy of which is herewith served

upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer to the Complaint on the subscriber at his

office, by delivering your Answer to the Complaint to 712 Richland Street, 2nd Floor,

Suite I, Columbia, South Carolina 29201 or by mailing to Post Office Box 2027,

Columbia, South Carolina 29202, within thirty (30) days after the service hereof,

exclusive of the day of such service; and if you fail to do so, judgment by default will be

rendered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

THE LAW OFFICE OF JAMS, JR., ESQ., LLC
BY: al
qP{) "]I(L Vannie Williams, Jr. Bar No. 11807

712 Richland Streét, 2nd Floor, Suite | (29201)
Post Office Box 2027

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Tele: (803) 769-1703 Fax (803) 799-1704
Email: williams.vannie@att.net

Attorney for the Plaintiff

September 29, 2016
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF AIKEN }
Docket No.: 2016-CP-02{1/ ]9&
Gloria Allen, Personal Representative for )
The Estate of Helen Williams, )
Plaintiff, )
Vs. ) COMPLAINT
) [SURVIVAL ACTION]
Marcus Williams, Persona! Representative )
for the Estate of Calvin Warren, Personal )
Representative for the Estate of Diane Warren, )
and Personal Representative for the Estate of )
Travis Robinson, individually and Collectively, ) [JURY TRIAL REQUESTED]
)
Defendants. )
TO: THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):
PARTIES
1. That Gloria Allen is the duly appointed Personal Representative for the

Estate of Helen Williams, having be so appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court on
and shall be referred to hereinafter as “Plaintiff’, and brings this action for the benefit of

the Estate of Helen Williams, the Decedent herein, for injuries sustained by Decedent.

2. That Marcus Williams is an individual and shall be referred to hereinafter

as “Defendant Williams”.

3. That a duly appointed Personal Representative for the Estate of Calvin
Warren, has been, or will be, so appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court for

Estate of Calvin Warren, and shall be referred to hereinafter as "Defengﬂﬂ Calv:n

FILELL

Warren”.
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4, That a duly appointed Personal Representative for the Estate of Diane
Warren, has been, or will be, so appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court for
Estate of Diane Warren and shall be referred to hereinafter as “Defendant Diane

Warren’.

5. That a duly appointed Personal Representative for the Estate of Travis
Robinson, has been, or will be, s0 appointed by the Aiken County Probate Court for the

Estate of Travis Robinson and shall be referred to hereinafter as “Defendant Robinson”.

6. That Helen Williams is the decedent at issue in this matter and shall

hereinafter be referred to as “Decedent”.

PERSONAL JURISDICTION

R N s e ——r——

7. That Plaintiff and all Defendants are all residents and citizens of Aiken
County, South Carolina, with the exception of Defendant Williams who is resident and
citizen of the State of Georgia, but Defendant Wiliams owned and maintained the
residential dwelling at issue herein within the County of Aiken, South Carolina, and

Defendant Williams caused injury to Plaintiff within the County of Aiken, South Carolina.

SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION

8. That Plaintiff is seeking compensation in this negligence cause of action
for survival action, actual, compensatory, consequential and punitive damages for

personal injuries sustained by Helen Williams, Decedent, arising out of a house fire that
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occurred on or about October 1, 2013, pursuant to the common laws of the State of
South Carolina and the wrongful death statute as codified at South Carolina Code of
Laws, as annotated, Section 15-5-90 et seq., and such other and further relevant

statutes.

VENUE

9. That the Parties, witnesses, and all other evidence, including the
residential dwelling at issue, are located in the County of Aiken, State of South
Carolina, and the injury and death of Decedent occurred in the Aiken County and State

of South Carolina.

NONREMOVAL
10.  That there does not exist complete diversity of residency and citizenship
as between the Plaintiff and Defendants, and there is no federal question at issue in this
matter; therefore this matter is not removable to the Federal Court, and should any
Defendant seek to remove this matter, Plaintiff will be entitled to seek attorney’s fees

and costs in contesting the removal action.

STATEMENT OF INCORPORATION OF AVERMENTS

11.  That every averment is incorporated into every other cause of action,
where not inconsistent with the cause of action to which it is being incorporated, as fully

as if repeated therein verbatim.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND FACTS
12.  That Decedent is the mother of the Personal Representative for
Decedent’s estate, Grandmother of Defendant Williams, mother-in-law of Defendant
Calvin Warren, mother of Defendant Diane Warren, and Grandmother of Defendant

Robinson.

13, That the house that was destroyed by fire at issue herein was located at
2276 Edgefield Highway, Aiken, South Carolina 29801.

14, That the destroyed house at issue was titled to Defendant Williams, and
Defendant Williams exercised dominion and control over the said dwelling, and had free

and unfettered access, use, entry and occupancy of the said dwelling.

15.  That Defendant Williams allowed Defendant Diane Warren, Defendant
Calvin Warren and Defendant Robinson to reside in the said house as a product of the
family relationship, and did not require a lease nor rent, and the relationship was not a

commercial transaction.

46. That at all times herein Defendant Williams was a custodian of the said
dwelling that burned, together with Defendant Calvin Warren, Defendant Diane Warren
and Defendant Robinson, who shared custodial duties and obligations equally with

Defendant Williams.

47 That Tameka Latoya Williams Karanja, Miesai Charima Williams and
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Gregory J. Williams, all consented to Defendant Williams having management and
custodial authority over the said dwelling, and took no active role in the management or

upkeep of the said dwelling.

18.  That on October 1, 2013, Decedent was an invited guest of Defendant
Williams, Defendant Calvin Warren, Defendant Diane Warren and Defendant Robinson,

and Decedent was exercising an overnight visitation.

19.  That on October 1, 2013, the said dwelling herein was destroyed by fire,
and Decedent died as a result of smoke inhalation, carbon monoxide poisoning and
thermal burns sustained in the house fire, of which the etiology of the fire is a product of
Defendants alleged negligence, of otherwise unknown.

FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
[SURVIVAL ACTION OF HELEN WILLIAMS, DECEDENT]

20 That Decedent's injuries and death was the direct and proximate result of
the wrongful acts, negligent and grossly negligent acts and omissions of Defendants,
individually and collectively, as specifically alleged herein, complained of and set forth

herein below.

21.  That Plaintiff, as Personal Representative for the estate of the Decedent is
authorized by South Carolina Code of Laws Section 15-5-90, et seq. to bring this action

on behalf of the beneficiaries of the Decedent.

FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE OF MARCUS WILLIAMS]
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22 That Defendant Williams had access and control over the said dwelling
that burned, which fire, smoke, fumes, gases and heat which developed as a result of

the fire, caused the death of Decedent.

23.  That negligence of Defendant Williams was the direct and proximate
cause of the injuries sustained by Decedent, and the particulars of negligence are as

follows:

a) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of smoke/fire/
temperature/carbon monoxide alarm/detector(s),

b) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of fire
extinguisher/suppressant system/devices;

c) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of exits;

d) Failure to insure proper installation and maintenance of ladders, slides and
escape devices,

e) Failure to provide notice of fire escape plan, map/route or assistive devices;

f) Permitting the storage of flammable and hazardous materials in the dweilling;

a Permitting, and failing to correct, improper installation, construction, design,
building techniques, and use of improper materials, in the construction and renovation
of the dwelling;

h) Failure to make a reasonable inspection of dwelling for unsafe and hazardous
conditions on a recurring basis, and with failure to correct known and obvious conditions
that posed a risk to health and safety of Decedent while occupying dwelling;

i) Failure to provide Decedent with reasonable notice of unsafe conditions;

i Failure to take reasonable steps to secure the safety and welfare of Decedent to

the dwelling, who was known to have physical, mental and cognitive handicaps and
limitations;
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K) Failure to properly install and maintain, or provide, handicap ramps, rails and
escape assistive devices;

) Failure to take such steps that would insure safety and welfare of Decedent while
an occupant of the said dwelling when Defendant knew, or should have known, of
physical condition of dwelling that made the dwelling prone to rapid destruction by fire,
and difficulty of escape;

m)  Failure to take such steps that insure safety and welfare of Decedent while an
occupant of the said dwelling when Defendant knew, or should have known, that no fire
hydrants nor fire departments were in the immediate vicinity of the dwelling;

n) Failure to render aid to Decedent in an effort to assist Decedent’s exit from the
dwelling during the fire;

0} Failure to reasonably and timely notify or alert Decedent, fire officials and
emergency services of the fire;

p) Failure to take reasonable steps to insure the safety and welfare of Decedent
while an occupant in the said dwelling when Defendant knew, or should have known,
that an accidental fire in the dwelling was foreseeable, together with injuries to
Decedent as a consequence of such said fire;
Q) Such other and further incidences of negligence as may be demonstrated at the
trial of this matter.

FOR A THIRD CAUSE OR ACTION

[NEGLIGENCE OF CALVIN WARREN]

24. That all of the averments of negligence as previously alleged are

incorporated herein as if repeated verbatim as against Defendant Calvin Warren.

25.  That the negligence of Defendant Calvin Warren was the direct and

proximate cause of the injuries and damages sustained by Decedent herein.

FOR A FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE OF DIANE WARREN]
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26  That all of the averments of negligence as previously alleged are

incorporated herein as if repeated verbatim as against Defendant Diane Warren.

27.  That the negligence of Defendant Diane Warren was the direct and

proximate cause of the injuries and damages sustained by Decedent herein.

FOR A FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE OF TRAVIS ROBINSON]

28 That all of the averments of negligence as previously alleged are

incorporated herein as if repeated verbatim as against Defendant Travis Robinson.

29. That the negligence of Defendant Travis Robinson was the direct and

proximate cause of the injuries and damages sustained by Decedent herein.

FOR A SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENCE PER SE]

30. That all of the negligent acts and omissions of Defendants were violations
of city codes and/or county ordinances and/or state or federal statutes and/or

regulations, thus making the conduct negligence per se, in the following particulars:

a) That Defendants acts and omissions were violations of the provisions of the

following:
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1. Aiken County Residential Building Ordinances, Aiken County Code of
Ordinances Section 5.1 et seq. and such other and further ordinances,

ii. South Carolina Residential Building Codes, S.C. Code of Laws Section
5-15-10 et seq., and 5-25-310 et seq., 5-25-400 et seq., 5-25-900, et seq., 5-25-1310 et
seq., 6-9-5 et seq.,and such other and further statutes and regulations;

iii. 2015 International Construction Codes, South Carolina Building Codes
Council, South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, S.C. Code of
Laws 6-9-50, et seq. and such other and further statutes and regulations;

iv. South Carolina Residential Landlord And Tenant Act, S.C. Code of Laws
27-40-10, et seq., and such other and further statutes and regulations;

V. Authorizing statutes S.C. Code of Laws Section 44-1-140(7) and
44-55-2310 et seq., and such other and further statutes and regulations; and

Vi. Such other and further incidences of negligence per se as may be
demonstrated at the trial of this matter.

FOR A SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION
[NEGLIGENT ENTRUSTMENT AS AGAINST DEFENDANT WILLIAMS]

31, That all prior averments of negligence herein are incorporated as if set

forth herein verbatim.

32.  That Defendant Williams did negligently entrust the maintenance of the
dwelling at issue to Defendant Calvin Warren, Defendant Diane Warren and Defendant
Robinson, which was the direct and proximate cause of the injuries sustained by

Decedent.

33. That Defendant Williams knew, or should have known, that said
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Defendants would not maintain, and had not maintained, the dwelling in a manner that

would protect the safety, health and life of the Decedent in the event of a fire.

DAMAGES
ACTUAL AND COMPENSATORY DAMAGES
34, That as a direct and proximate result of the acts of omissions complained
of herein by Plaintiff as against Defendants, individually and jointly, Decedent suffered
physical injury, inclusive of, but not limited to permanent scarring, loss of life, emotional
injury, and psychological injury, and had to incur expenses and debts associated with
this matter, to include but not limited to attempted rescue by fire departments, attempted

rescue and funeral expenses.

35. That Decedent sustained personal injuries as a direct and proximate resuft
of the acts of omissions complained of herein by Plaintiff as against Defendants,
individually jointly, as elements of actual and compensatory damages to include any

and all such other and further damages.

PUNITIVE DAMAGES
36. That as a direct and proximate result of the acts and omissions

complained of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence,

and negligence per se, Plaintiff is entitled to an award of punitive damages.
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CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES
37 That as a direct and proximate result of the acts and omissions

complained of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence,

and negligence per s&, Plaintiff is entitled to an award of consequential damages.

INCIDENTAL DAMAGES

38. That as a direct and proximate resutt of the acts and omissions

complained of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence,

and negligence per se, Plaintiff is entitled to an award of incidental damages.

FUNERAL EXPENSES
S.C. Code of Laws Section 15-5-100

39. That as a direct and proximate result of the acts of omissions complained

of as against Defendants, which were acts of negligence, gross negligence, and

negligence per se, Plaintiff is entitled to an award of funeral expenses damages.

STATUTORY/LEGAL RATE OF INTEREST ON OFFER OF JUDGMENT
[South Carolina Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 68]

40. That Plaintiff is entitled to the legal statutory rate of interest, as set by the

the South Carolina Supreme Court, on the amount of the Offer Of Judgment,

commencing on the date of service of the Offer Of Judgment upon Defendants, until

satisfied in full.

REIMBURSEMENT OF LITIGATION EXPENSES
[South Carolina Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 68]

41. That Plaintiff is entitled to reimbursement of all litigation expenses as a
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incurred in this matter commencing on the date of service of the Offer Of Judgment

upon Defendants.

PAYMENT OF ATTORNEY FEES
[South Carolina Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 68]

42.  That Plaintiff is entitled to reimbursement of all attorney fees which are
incurred in this matter commencing on the date of service of the Offer Of Judgment

upon Defendants.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
43, That Plaintiff prays that a judgment be rendered against Defendants,
individually and jointly, on all of the cause of actions herein, and an award be made as
to each consistent with the law and fairess, granting unto Plaintiff the following:

a) Actual/Compensatory damages;

b} Consequential damages,

) Punitive damages;

d) Incidental damages;

e) Funeral expenses,

f) Statutory/legat rate of interest on Offer of Judgment,

a) Reimbursement of all litigation expenses,;

h) Attorney fees; and

i) Such other and further relief as justified by facts and fairness.

THE LAWO E WIL s, JR,, ESQ,, LLC
BY:

annie Wiliams, Jr., SC Bar No. 11807

712 Richland Street, 2nd Floor, Suite |

Post Office Box 2027

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Tele: (803) 799-1703 Fax (803) 799-1704
Email: williams.vannie@att.net

Attorney for the Plaintiff

September 29, 2016
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF AIKEN

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative_for the Estate of
Helen Williams

Plaintiff(s)

V8.

Marcus Williams, Estate of Calvin Warren, Estate of
Diane Warren, and Estate of Travis Robinson,

Individually and Collectively.

Defendant(s) )

11807
(803) 799-1703
(803) 799-1704
Cell (803)319-015)

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

CIVIL ACTION COVERSHEET

2016-CP - 02- G194

Submitted By: Vannie Williams, Jr., Esquire SC Bar #:

Address: 712 Richland St., Ste. [ (29201) Telephone #:

P.O. Box 2027, Columbia, SC 29202 Fax #:
Other:
E-mail:

. williams.vannie@att.net
NOTE: Fhe caversheet and information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filing and service of pleadings or other papers as

required by law. This form is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of docketing. [t must be filled out completely, signed,
and dated. A copy of this coversheet must be served on the defendant(s) along with the Summons and Complaint.

POCKETING INFORMATION (Check all that apply)

*If Action is Judgment/Settiement do not complete

K] JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint, [0 NON-JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint.
[} This case is subject to ARBITRATION pursuant to the Court Annexed Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules.
[0 This case is subject to MEDIATION pursuant to the Court Annexed Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules.
[ This case is exempt from ADR. (Proof of ADR/Exemption Attached)
NATURE OF ACTION (Check One Box Below}
Contracts ‘Torts - Professional Malpractice Torts - Personal Injury Real Property
[0  Constructions (100) 1  Dental Malpractice {200 [ Conversion (310) ] Claim & Delivery (400)
[J  Debt Collection (110) [0 Legal Malpractice (210 0 Motor Vehicle Accident (320) [0 Condemnation (410)
O  General (130} O  Medical Malpractice (220) [0 Premises Liability (330) ] Foreclosure (420}
1 Breach of Contract (140) Previous Notice of Intent Case # O  Produets Liability (340) [0 Mechanic's Lien (430)
[l  Fraud/Bad Faith (150} 20__ -NI- O Personal Injury (350} [1 Partition {440}
[0  Failure to Deliver/ O Notice/ File Med Mal {230} K  Wrongful Death (360) [ Possession (450)
Warranty (160) O other 299 O  AssaultBattery (370) 0] Building Code Viotation (460)
[0 Employment Discrim (170) [1  Slander/Libel (380) O Other (499)
O Employment (180} O Other (399)
O other 099
Inmate Petitions Administrative Law/Relief Judgments/Settlements Appeals
[0 PCR (500} [0  Reinstate Drv. License (800) [l Death Setlement (709) [0 Arbiteation ($00)
[0 Mandamus (520} [0 Judicial Review (810) (] Forcign Judgment (710} O] Magisirate-Civil {910}
[0 Habeas Cotpus {530) £l  Relief (820} [0 Magistrate’s Judgment (720) [0 Magistrate-Criminal {92()
O Other (599 [0  Permanent Injunction (830) ] Minor Setilement (730) O Municipal {930)
[1 Forfeiture-Petition (840) O Transcript Judgment (740) 1 Probate Court {940)
[0 Forfeiture—Consent Order {850) O Lis Pendens (750) O sCDOT(950)
O  Other (89%) [] ‘Transfer of Structured [0 Wworker's Comp (960)
Settlement Payment Rights ] “Zoning Board (970)
Application (760} 3 Public Service Comm. (930}
Special/Complex /Other [0 Confession of Judgment (770 0 Employment Secutity Comm (991}
0 Environmental (600) O Pharmaceuticals (630) [0 Petition for Workers
a Avtomobile Arb. (610} [0 Unfair Trade Practices (640) Compensation Setiloment O Other (%99
Approval (730)
O Medicat (620) [1 Outof State Depositions (650) [ Othes (799) 2 I (0
(| Other (699) O Moton ta Quash Subpocna_in FILEDe e - s
an Out-of-County Action (660) . /% /-
O Scxual Predator {510} [0 Pre-Suit Discovery (670) 4 ’ 4
Il Permanent Restraining Order (680) 1 1t P e A
D F o[ 2064
Submitting Party Signature: Er i \)
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Note: Frivolous civil proceedings may be subject to sanctions pursuant to SCRCP, Rule 11, and the South Carolina Frivolous
Civil Proceedings Sanctions Act, S.C. Code Ann. §15-36-10 et. seq.

Effective January 1, 2016, Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR} is mandatory in all counties, pursuant
to Supreme Court Order dated November 12, 2015.

SUPREME COURT RULES REQUIRE THE SUBMISSION OF ALL CIVIL CASES TO AN ALTERNATIVE
DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS, UNLESS OTHERWISE EXEMPT.

Pursuant to the ADR Raules, you are required to take the following action(s):

I. The parties shall select a neutral and file a “Proof of ADR” form on or by the 210" day of the filing of this
action. If the parties have not selected a neutral within 210 days, the Clerk of Court shall then appoint a
primary and secondary mediator from the current roster on a rotating basis from among those mediators
agreeing to accept cases in the county in which the action has been filed.

3 The initial ADR conference must be held within 300 days after the filing of the action.

3. Pre-suit medical mafpractice mediations required by S.C. Code §1 5-79-125 shall be held not later than 120
days after all defendants are served with the “Notice of Intent to File Suit” or as the court directs.

4, Cases are exempt from ADR only upon the following grounds:

a. Special procecding, or actions secking extraordinary relief such as mandamus, habeas corpus, or
prohibition;

b. Requests for temporary relief;

c. Appeals

d. Post Conviction relief matters;

e. Contempt of Court proceedings;

f. Forfeiture proceedings brought by governmental entities;
g. Mortgage foreclosures; and

h. Cases that have been previously subjected to an ADR conference, unless otherwise required by
Rule 3 or by statute.

5. In cases not subject to ADR, the Chief Judge for Administrative Purposes, upon the motion of the court or
of any party, may order a case to mediation.

6. Motion of a party to be exempt from payment of neutral fees due to indigency should be filed with the
Court within ten (10) days after the ADR conference has been concluded.

Please Note:  You must comply with the Supreme Court Rules regarding ADR.
Failure to do so may affect your case or may result in sanctions.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF AIKEN

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative for

The Estate of Helen Williams,

Docket No.: 2016-CP-02-02194

)

)

)

)

)

)

Plaintiff, )

) ORDER

Vs. )

) [Consent Order Restoring Case To Trial Docket]
Marcus Williams, Estate of Calvin Warren, )
Estate of Diane Warren, and Estate of Travis)

Robinson, Individually and Collectively, ) Wrongful Death Action

)
Defendants. )

THAT THIS MATTER CAME BEFORE THE COURT upon the Motion of Plaintiff to
restore this matter to the docket pursuant to South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 40 (J).

IT APPEARING that the Motion was timely filed, and the Parties hereto are consenting
to the restoration of this matter, the Court finds that it is appropriate and proper for this matter to
be restored to the trial docket.

WHEREFORE, the Clerk is directed to assign a new docket number to this matter and
restore this matter to the trial docket.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Presiding Administrative Judge
Dated this day of ,2018

I SO MOVE AND CONSENT:

S/ Vannie Williams, Jr.
Vannie Williams, Jr., Esq., Attorney for Plaintiff

I CONSENT:

S/Damon C. Wilodarczyk

Damon C. Wlodarczyk, Esq., Attorney for Defendants: Estate of Calvin Warren; Estate
of Diane Warren; and Estate of Travis Robinson

Signed by Parties August 10, 2018
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Case Caption:
Case Number:

Type:

Aiken Common Pleas

Gloria Pr Allen , plaintiff, et al VS Marcus Ind/PR Williams
defendant, et al
2016CP0202194

Order/Restore Case To Active Docket

Circuit Judge (Code #2050)

s/ William P. Keesley

Electronically signed on 2018-08-13 11:40:01  page 2 of 2
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF AIKEN

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative for

The Estate of Helen Williams,

Docket No.: 2016-CP-02-02195

)

)

)

)

)

)

Plaintiff, )

) ORDER

Vs. )

) [Consent Order Restoring Case To Trial Docket]
Marcus Williams, Estate of Calvin Warren, )
Estate of Diane Warren, and Estate of Travis)

Robinson, Individually and Collectively, ) Survival Action

)
Defendants. )

THAT THIS MATTER CAME BEFORE THE COURT upon the Motion of Plaintiff to
restore this matter to the docket pursuant to South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 40 (J).

IT APPEARING that the Motion was timely filed, and the Parties hereto are consenting
to the restoration of this matter, the Court finds that it is appropriate and proper for this matter to
be restored to the trial docket.

WHEREFORE, the Clerk is directed to assign a new docket number to this matter and
restore this matter to the trial docket.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Presiding Administrative Judge
Dated this day of ,2018

I SO MOVE AND CONSENT:

S/ Vannie Williams, Jr.
Vannie Williams, Jr., Esq., Attorney for Plaintiff

I CONSENT:

S/Damon C. Wilodarczyk

Damon C. Wlodarczyk, Esq., Attorney for Defendants: Estate of Calvin Warren; Estate
of Diane Warren; and Estate of Travis Robinson

Signed by Parties August 10, 2018
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Aiken Common Pleas

Case Caption: Gloria Pr Allen , plaintiff, et al VS Marcus Pr Williams , defendant, et
al

Case Number: 2016CP0202195

Type: Order/Restore Case To Active Docket

Circuit Judge (Code #2050)

s/ William P. Keesley

Electronically signed on 2018-08-13 11:40:05 page 2 of 2
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF AIKEN C/ANO.: 2018-CP-02-01903

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative of the
Estate of Helen Williams,

Plaintiff, ANSWER

v (JURY TRIAL DEMANDED)

Marcus Williams et al.,

Defendants.

Defendants Estates of Warren and Robinson (hereinafter “Defendants”), by and
through their undersigned counsel and by way of Answer to Plaintiffs” Complaint, herein

allege as follows:

FOR A FIRST DEFENSE

1. That Plaintiff has failed to allege facts sufficient to constitute a cause of

action against these Defendants and, therefore, the Complaint should be dismissed.

FOR A SECOND DEFENSE
1. That each and every allegation not hereinafter specifically admitted is
denied.
2. Paragraphs 1 through 6 are admitted upon information and belief.

3. Paragraph 7 is admitted as to Plaintiff and Defendant Williams. The
remaining allegations are denied.

4. Paragraph 8 is admitted to the extent it alleges this court has subject matter
jurisdiction. To the extent it seeks to establish liability against Defendants, the
allegations are denied.

5. In response to paragraphs 9 and 10, Defendants do not challenge the venue

of Aiken County. The remaining allegations are denied.
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6. Paragraph 11 is answered as set forth above.

7. Paragraph 12 and 13 are admitted.

8. Defendants lack sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the
allegations in paragraphs 14 through 18 and, therefore, the allegations are denied and
strict proof is demanded thereof.

0. Only so much of paragraph 19 is admitted that can be construed to allege
decedent died in the fire. The remaining allegations are denied.

10.  Paragraph 20 and 21 are denied.

11.  Defendants lack sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the
allegations in paragraphs 22 through 24 and, therefore, the allegations are denied and
strict proof is demanded thereof.

12.  Paragraph 25 is denied.

13.  Paragraph 26 is answered as set forth above.

14.  Paragraph 27 is denied.

15.  Paragraph 28 is answered as set forth above.

16.  Paragraphs 29 and 30 are denied.

17.  Paragraphs 31 through 33 are directed at another party and no response is
required. To the extent the allegations seek to establish liability. The allegations are
denied.

18.  Paragraphs 34 through 43 are denied.

FOR A THIRD DEFENSE

1. Plaintiff’s claims for punitive damages violate the United States and South

Carolina Constitutions.

036

€061020d0810Z#3SVYO - SY31d NOWINOD - NIMIV - Nd €0} ¥1 BNy 6102 - A311d ATIVOINOYLO3 13





FOR A FOURTH DEFENSE

1. That Plaintiff’s damages were the sole and proximate cause of a party
other than these Defendants.

FOR A FIFTH DEFENSE

1. That Defendants plead the open and obvious nature of the condition as a

complete bar to the cause of action.

FOR A SIXTH DEFENSE
l. That Defendants plead Act of God as a complete bar to the cause of action
FOR A SEVENTH DEFENSE
1. That Defendant pleads the sole and/or intervening negligence of another

party or non-party as a complete bar to the cause of action.

FOR AN EIGHTH DEFENSE
1. That Defendants plead assumption of risk as a complete defense.
FOR A NINTH DEFENSE
1. That Defendants plead lack of proper service on these defendants and lack

of in personum jurisdiction as the Plaintiff was the duly appointed personal representative
of the estates when the action was filed and she cannot accept service of a lawsuit in
which she is both the Plaintiff and Defendant in an action.

FOR A TENTH DEFENSE

1. That the statute of limitations expired as an action was not timely commenced.
WHEREFORE, having fully responded to Plaintiff’s Complaint, Defendants
requests that the same be dismissed with fees and costs awarded to Defendant, and for

such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper.
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Columbia, South Carolina
August 14, 2019

RILEY POPE & LANEY, LLC

s/Damon C. Wlodarczyk

Damon C. Wlodarczyk, SC Bar No. 70460
Post Office Box 11412

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone (803) 799-9993

Facsimile (803) 239-1414

Attorneys for Defendants Estate of Warren
and Robinson
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF AIKEN C/A NO.: 2018-CP-02-01904

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative of the
Estate of Helen Williams,

Plaintiff, ANSWER

v (JURY TRIAL DEMANDED)

Marcus Williams et al.,

Defendants.

Defendants Estates of Warren and Robinson (hereinafter “Defendants”), by and
through their undersigned counsel and by way of Answer to Plaintiffs” Complaint, herein

allege as follows:

FOR A FIRST DEFENSE

1. That Plaintiff has failed to allege facts sufficient to constitute a cause of

action against these Defendants and, therefore, the Complaint should be dismissed.

FOR A SECOND DEFENSE
1. That each and every allegation not hereinafter specifically admitted is
denied.
2. Paragraphs 1 through 6 are admitted upon information and belief.

3. Paragraph 7 is admitted as to Plaintiff and Defendant Williams. The
remaining allegations are denied.

4. Paragraph 8 is admitted to the extent it alleges this court has subject matter
jurisdiction. To the extent it seeks to establish liability against Defendants, the
allegations are denied.

5. In response to paragraphs 9 and 10, Defendants do not challenge the venue

of Aiken County. The remaining allegations are denied.
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6. Paragraph 11 is answered as set forth above.

7. Paragraph 12 and 13 are admitted.

8. Defendants lack sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the
allegations in paragraphs 14 through 18 and, therefore, the allegations are denied and
strict proof is demanded thereof.

0. Only so much of paragraph 19 is admitted that can be construed to allege
decedent died in the fire. The remaining allegations are dened.

10.  Paragraph 20 and 21 are denied.

11.  Defendants lack sufficient knowledge or information to admit or deny the
allegations in paragraphs 22 through 24 and, therefore, the allegations are denied and
strict proof is demanded thereof.

12.  Paragraph 25 is denied.

13.  Paragraph 26 is answered as set forth above.

14.  Paragraph 27 is denied.

15.  Paragraph 28 is answered as set forth above.

16.  Paragraphs 29 and 30 are denied.

17.  Paragraphs 31 through 33 are directed at another party and no response is
required. To the extent the allegations seek to establish liability. The allegations are
denied.

18.  Paragraphs 34 through 43 are denied.

FOR A THIRD DEFENSE

1. Plaintiff’s claims for punitive damages violate the United States and South

Carolina Constitutions.
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FOR A FOURTH DEFENSE

1. That Plaintiff’s damages were the sole and proximate cause of a party
other than these Defendants.

FOR A FIFTH DEFENSE

1. That Defendants plead the open and obvious nature of the condition as a

complete bar to the cause of action.

FOR A SIXTH DEFENSE
l. That Defendants plead Act of God as a complete bar to the cause of action
FOR A SEVENTH DEFENSE
1. That Defendant pleads the sole and/or intervening negligence of another

party or non-party as a complete bar to the cause of action.

FOR AN EIGHTH DEFENSE
1. That Defendants plead assumption of risk as a complete defense.
FOR A NINTH DEFENSE
1. That Defendants plead lack of proper service on these defendants and lack

of in personum jurisdiction as the Plaintiff was the duly appointed personal representative
of the estates when the action was filed and she cannot accept service of a lawsuit in
which she is both the Plaintiff and Defendant in an action.

FOR A TENTH DEFENSE

1. That the statute of limitations expired as an action was not timely commenced.
WHEREFORE, having fully responded to Plaintiff’s Complaint, Defendants
requests that the same be dismissed with fees and costs awarded to Defendant, and for

such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper.
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Columbia, South Carolina
August 14, 2019

RILEY POPE & LANEY, LLC

s/Damon C. Wlodarczyk

Damon C. Wlodarczyk, SC Bar No. 70460
Post Office Box 11412

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Telephone (803) 799-9993

Facsimile (803) 239-1414

Attorneys for Defendants Estate of Warren
and Robinson
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF AIKEN

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative for
The Estate of Helen Williams,

Plaintiff,
V.

Marcus Williams, Personal Representative
for the Estate of Calvin Warren, Personal
Representative for the Estate of Diane
Warren, and Personal Representative for
the Estate of Travis Robinson,
Individually and Collectively,

Defendants.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF AIKEN

Gloria Allen, Personal Representative for
The Estate of Helen Williams,

Plaintiff,
V.

Marcus Williams, Personal Representative
for the Estate of Calvin Warren, Personal
Representative for the Estate of Diane
Warren, and Personal Representative for
the Estate of Travis Robinson, Individually
and Collectively,

Defendants.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

C/ANO.: 2018-CP-02-01903

ORDER CONSOLIDATING CASES

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

C/ANO.: 2018-CP-02-01904

€061020d08L0Z#ASVYO - SY3T1d NOWWNOD - NIMIV - INd 20:€ L0 AON 610¢ - d3T11d ATTVOINOYHLO3 13

The above-captioned actions are tort actions relating to a house fire in which the
Plaintiff is a decedent. One case is an action for wrongful death and the companion action

sets forth a survival claim.
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Defendants filed a Motion to Consolidate on August 14, 2019, on the grounds that
both actions arise from allegations of negligence relating to the house fire in which the
Plaintiff is a decedent, both cases involve common questions of fact and law; and both
cases are currently pending before this Court.

A hearing was scheduled for this motion at which time Plaintiff’s counsel consented
to the relief sought.

NOW THEREFORE, with the consent of the parties hereto, the Court finds that the
above referenced matters shall be consolidated for trial pursuant to Rule 42(a) of the South
Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. Both cases shall proceed under Civil Action Number
2018-CP-02-01903.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

SIGNATURE APPEARS ON NEXT PAGE
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Aiken Common Pleas

Case Caption: Gloria Pr Allen , plaintiff, et al VS Marcus Ind/PR Williams
defendant, et al

Case Number: 2018CP0201903

Type: Order/Consolidate

So Ordered

s/Frank R. Addy, Jr., 2159

Electronically signed on 2019-11-01 14:55:35 page 3 of 3
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF AIKEN 2018-CP-02-01903

GLORIA ALLEN, ET AL,
PLAINTIFF,
vs. TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD

ESTATE OF CALVIN WARREN,
ET AL,

—_— — e Y Y S~ ~—

DEFENDANTS.

~

January 6-9, 2025
Aiken, South Carolina

BETEFORE:

THE HONORABLE MARTHA M. RIVERS, JUDGE.

APPEARANCES:

JOHN W. HARTE, ESQ.
Attorney for the Plaintiff

DAMON WLODARCZYK, ESQ.
Attorney for the Defendant

PENNY M. JOHNSON
Court Reporter ITII
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or stay a little bit later. Some of that will just
determine how the witnesses are laying out, how long a
witness is or how short they are. So we try to say we will
end between four and six o'clock everyday, but I can't give
a hard guarantee on exactly when we will end. I think all
of you understood that when you came into service and I hope
that won't present a problem for anyone.

We will take a longer than normal lunch break today
because of the event happening in the courtroom. And I hope
-— I don't know, we've talked about the witnesses. We'll
see where the witnesses go today and how long after five
o'clock, if at all, we need to stay.

Counsel, anything we need to take up before the jury is
sworn in?

MR. HARTE: ©Nothing from the Plaintiff, Your Honor.

MR. WLODARCZYK: ©Nothing from the Defendant.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Madam Clerk.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was sworn.)

THE COURT: Mr. Harte.

MR. HARTE: Thank you, Your Honor.

OPENING STATEMENT BY THE PLAINTIFEF

MR. HARTE: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. As the
Judge said, you'll probably hear it a lot of times, but we

do appreciate your service. There's probably very few

047






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

88

things in life that are more important than what you have
accepted the responsibility of doing and I appreciate very
much the fact that you are here and doing it.

This is a case that involves the death of a very fine
lady. You will hear testimony about her background, about
how she came up working hard, about how she and her husband
planned and delivered to their children a full life and a
full education.

Both of those parents, Helen Williams and her husband,
both worked very, very hard. The father worked two jobs.

He had a job first at Savannah River Site, then at
Graniteville. And he was having shifts so that he could
come home and work a farm. Raised cotton initially, and the
children were asked to pick cotton. They learned their work
ethic from their mother and father.

Now, imagine this, if you will, the father didn't have
the money to buy a cotton picker. Now, in today's world, we
don't remember much about picking cotton, although I do have
the good fortune to have been alive when people did, in
fact, pick cotton by hand. And I can tell you that it's a
very laborious process. The boles would cut your hands.
It's very difficult. But the children learned from that
what the value of work was. And you'll hear at some point
in time, he switched over to soybeans and everybody was real

happy because it's a little different situation.
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As she grew older, she suffered a major stroke. The
stroke left her unable to speak. She could not walk. She
could not talk and she could only use her arms in a limited
way. Her two daughters, Diane and Gloria, entered into an
agreement as to how they would take care of her. And they
were able to do that because Helen lived in her own house in
North Augusta and there was another relative who, actually,
lived there with her. And then Gloria would go over to that
house during the week and take care of Ms. Williams in that
house and then on the weekends, she would be taken care of
by Diane Warren, who is one of the people who is named in
this case as a Defendant. Sometimes, she would stay at the
house of one or other of the daughters.

On the occasion when this fired occurred, Ms. Williams
was staying with Diane at her house. That house was
occupied by Diane Warren, Calvin Warren and Travis Robinson.
Travis Robinson was Diane's son and the stepson of Calvin.
He was about 39 years of age.

They had a room on the first floor, sort of a guest
room, suite where Ms. Williams would stay at night. You'll
hear testimony about what she could do, not just what she
couldn't do. And what she could do is enjoy her life as it
was. She had children. She had grandchildren. She had
great-grandchildren. These are things that she thoroughly

enjoyed. You could see a smile. You could see her know
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that she was happy to be a part of this family that she and
her husband had worked so hard to create.

When you reach certain ages in life, the years you have
left become very precious and you don't want them taken away
from you through carelessness or negligence or foolishness
or lack of care. You're going to hear some evidence -- not
some evidence, but you're going to receive some instructions
about what relationship legally Ms. Williams had to the
people who were in control of the house.

And one of the things you're going to hear is that they
had a responsibility to provide for her care, at least,
consistent with what they would do for themselves. Also,
you're going to be asked to consider what her actual
condition was and the fact that, of course, everyone in the
house knew what her condition was and knew what her
limitations were. And everyone in the house had to know how
dangerous a fire would be for her.

You will hear evidence that on the night when this
fired started, Travis left the house. He went to help his
girlfriend, who was on the Interstate with a broken down
car. After he assisted her and spent some time at her
house, he then went to another house where he visited with
the people there and their children, or one of their
children.

At some point in time, he left there. And in that
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intervening period from the time he left the house where Ms.
Williams was staying -- and oh, incidentally, Ms. Williams
was staying at that house that weekend. She had just been
dropped off by Gloria Allen. Gloria Allen's last time to
see her mother was when Travis helped get her out of the car
to get her inside the house. That's important because it
demonstrates that Travis knew he had a responsibility for
Ms. Williams.

Travis is gone to visit his -- take care of his
girlfriend, visit his friend. And somewhere in that
intervening period before he returned home, he consumed
alcohol. You will hear his voice on the interviews, which
he gave on that same evening. Now, I will ask you to listen
to how he sounds. I will ask you to use your own good
common sense, which the Judge will tell you you are free to
use, to see what you think his condition is, whether or not
he had become so intoxicated that he really wasn't in a
position to do much of anything in a rational way.

You have to ask yourself this question. If I know that
I have a profoundly disabled person who I have said I will
help with her care, is it negligence to become so
intoxicated that you can't even give a 911 call? That's a
fair question for you to ask.

Because when Calvin [sic] returns to the house, he's

driving his parents' Jaguar. He has a Ford Explorer, but he
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drove the Jaguar that evening. When he pulls it into the
carport, which, incidentally, is filled with papers and rags
and every other kind of flammable thing you can think of.

Incidentally, you'll hear testimony about a canine who
alerted on material that proved to be an accelerant. What
accelerant means is it's like racing fuel. 1It's something
that is highly flammable. Not just like gasoline, but way
above that. So that was in that garage. Incidentally, it
was, also, in the trunk of -- in the back of Calvin's [sic]
Ford Explorer.

So Calvin [sic], in that garage, where he was known to
smoke, he gets out of the car and he then sees a glow. And
the glow is a small fire. He goes to the Ford Explorer --
which it's a three parking garage that's attached to the
house. It was built after the house was built, but it's
there. And it's open on the front.

But he gets in the Ford Explorer and he says he's going
to get the keys to the house, but instead of going and
getting the keys and opening the door and screaming and
waking everybody up, let's get out, let's get out, let's get
out, he gets in the Ford Explorer and he saves the Ford
Explorer. He backs the Ford Explorer out.

Now, this is the part that's very important. There is
a very long delay between when he saw that fire and when he,

actually, made the 911 call. That's the golden window. You
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hear about heart attacks. You know, if you have a heart
attack, you have a golden window to get help. Well, the
same is true with fire. When a fire starts, you have a
golden window, an opportunity to save people. He didn't
take that opportunity.

He finally makes the call. You'll hear testimony about
-- actually, you're going to hear the 911 call and you'll
see how confused he was, how he had trouble communicating
where he was. He started to send them off in the totally
wrong direction. The house was on Edgefield Road and he
sends them to Edgefield Avenue -- or Edgefield Street in
Aiken. So where the firemen were about to start was the
totally wrong direction.

Then they get to the house and you'll hear testimony
about how he misled them as to who was in the house, who
wasn't in the house. Again, we have a delay. All of this
time, things are happening. All of that testimony will come
in and I want you -- of course, you will pay attention to
it. I know you will.

The issue that you're going to have to determine is
going to revolve around a couple of things. First of all,
you're going to be asked to determine what was the
relationship between Ms. Williams and Travis and Diane and
Calvin. Then you're going to be asked to determine whether

or not those three people acted in accordance with that
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relationship.

Now, one of the things you're going to hear is that a
social guest is something the law calls a licensee. You
don't have the same duty to a licensee as you would if this
person had come to do business with you. There's a
difference in the level of responsibility. But you have to
do, at least, as much as you would do for yourself. You
have to provide the same level of safety.

In addition to that, there's an added factor, two added
factors that make it important for you to take into
consideration, that I suggest you should take into
consideration.

First is her condition. A heightened degree of
responsibility when you have someone in your house whom you
have said I will take care of her. The second is whether or
not because of her age, because of her disabilities, because
of the nature of what was going on, did these people have a
special relationship with her? In other words, was there an
overriding responsibility for Ms. Williams that made their
responsibility greater than it would have been if she had
just been somebody they had invited over to stay for the
night?

Now, we're going to have some photographs. And I'll
tell you upfront they're photographs of fire. We have made

-—- Mr. Wlodarczyk has been kind enough in terms of working
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with me, candidly, he's on the other side of the case, but I
will tell you, frankly, he's been very professional and
we've been able to work together. We have selected
photographs that will not show any of the deceased bodies.
You might be able to see a little bit, but you're not going
to see anything that's going to be horrendous. We're not
going to show you that. You know what that sort of thing
looks like, you don't need to be forced to look at that.
You'll see that and you'll see how the house burned.

I'm going to ask you to pay particular attention to the

condition in the room where Ms. Williams was found. Now,

they found Calvin -- oh, by the way, this was happening in
the very early morning hours. I'm not going to try to tell
you —-- Calvin returned -- not Calvin, Travis returned to the

house sometime between nine o'clock and one o'clock. The
call to the 911 wasn't made until 2:10 in the morning,
meaning that from the timeline, I believe it will show, I
believe you will find that he waited well over 30, maybe as
much as an hour to place that 911 call.

All that time, fire is coming to Helen. And Helen
Williams was lying in bed unable to save herself, unable to
even scream for help. She could hear. And what would she
hear? I want you think about that as you look at the fire
pictures and how this fire progressed. And you're going to

find that she didn't die from being burned to death, she
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died because she was subjected to extraordinary heat and to
carbon monoxide poisoning.

Her pain and suffering are an element of damage. And
we will ask you to award damages based on what you think
that pain and suffering justifies. We'll talk more about
that when I do the closing.

In addition to that, you have the family members. Now,
this is not a case where anybody is going to say that they
were expecting to receive money from Ms. Williams during her
lifetime. 1It's not like she was providing income to them.
So this is not going to be a case where you're going to be
asked to calculate how much would she have paid to the
children and grandchildren. But you are -- one of the
questions you were asked was could you award damages if
there were no monetary loss and all of you are here because
you said you could.

But the bottom line is that these damages, pain and
suffering of Helen Williams, her loss of what lay ahead of
her -- now, she was 89 years of age, so she wasn't going to
live another hundred years. She wasn't going to live
another 50 years. But she would have lived by law in South
Carolina -- there's a table that you use to calculate how
long people live. She, at 89 -- incidentally, she was in
good health. She had a pacemaker. I've got one of those.

Second one I've had, works pretty good. She was not
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diabetic. She was able to eat soft foods. She was as
healthy as an 89-year-old could be except for the stroke.
So she lost those years. 1In the intervening -- we'll talk
about that later. 1In addition to that, her family lost her
companionship.

And just so I can give you the whole picture and we
know where everybody was, Helen died in the downstairs
bedroom where she had been set up to stay. Calvin, in the
early morning hours, had come downstairs and he was found
dead in the dining room. Diane was on the upstairs,
apparently, moved from where she was sleeping and she died
up there. So that's where everybody was.

These are cases that are very, very important because
they're important not only to the family in this case, not
only important to Helen Williams, who worked so hard to be
able to spend the last years of her life with her children,
it's important for her, but it's, also, important because
this is just not the way to do things.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

Mr. Wlodarczyk.

MR. WLODARCZYK: May it please the Court?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

OPENING STATEMENT BY THE DEFENSE

MR. WLODARCZYK: Ladies and gentlemen, it gives me no
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pleasure to be here today. This is a very sad and
unfortunate event for the family members that occurred back
in 2013.

Now, you heard some things said from Mr. Harte that's
supposed to be a layout of what the facts will show. And I
say there's some discrepancies which we disagree with, but
one thing I will tell you, nobody actually knows in terms of
people in this courtroom what happened.

What we do have is the investigation that took place
after the fire. We have the Eureka Fire Department. We
have the Aiken Fire Department. We have Aiken County
Sheriff's Department. We have South Carolina Law
Enforcement Division, SLED, their forensics and arson unit.
We have the AFT, who was conducting operations nearby
participate. There was interviews done with Travis. There
was interviews done with his girlfriend, with the people
whose house he was at. We have an oral recording, which
you'll hear. We have the 911 tapes. And all of that
information is what I have and what the Plaintiffs have.

And that's what we know about this case.

Travis Robinson had issues. Ms. Allen knew that he had
some issues from conversations with her sister. He was
former military. He was 10lst Airborne. He wasn't working.
He had an apartment in North Augusta, but moved out and

moved in with his parents, who were renting the house that
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the brother of Ms. Warren and Ms. Allen used to live in. He
passed away and I believe when he passed away, Ms. Allen was
serving as representative of the estate. And the brother
left the property to his children.

And Marcus Williams, who was the nephew of Ms. Allen
and Ms. Warren, the son of the brother, kind of served as
the overseer of the property. 1Initially, they were going to
sell it, but then Diane and Calvin wanted to rent it. It
was family. So they moved in about 2010. And this fire
happened about 2013.

At some point after that, Travis moved in with them.

He had no job. He got his income from odd jobs, lawn Jjobs.
He had a drinking problem. He was an insulin-dependent
diabetic. And that didn't mix.

Ms. Allen will tell you -- and I say this because I had
the opportunity to depose her or speak with her under oath
before this as with other witnesses. So we know,
essentially, everything that's going to come out in this
case. There should be no surprises whatsoever between the
parties. But one to two months prior to this, he was
hospitalized and he was hospitalized several times after
this. And at age 40, while staying at inpatient care at the
VA down in Augusta, he passed away.

So what you have here is in 2013, Travis lost his mom,

lost his stepdad, lost his grandmama and then three years
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later passed away himself.

And Ms. Allen stepped up, as she always did, and she
served as the personal representative of the estate of her
mom. And what that means is you have to probate all your
property, assets. As you heard, she had a house in North
Augusta. And someone has to take responsibility of that and
she does that. And she, also, served as the personal
representative of the estate of her sister, Diane, and her
brother-in-law, Calvin, because you had to probate those
estates.

And just about three years before -- or three years
after the fire, little bit before, in October, Ms. Allen, as
personal representative of her mom's estate, with the
assistance of her first attorney in this case filed two
lawsuits against her nephew, Marcus, who is the manager and
landlord of the house, her dead sister, her dead
brother-in-law and her deceased nephew. That's when I get
involved.

In this case, nothing has really changed since I first
became involved in 2016. Now, you're probably saying why is
the table empty? Why am I here? There's people behind the
scenes. Mr. Robinson, who is Travis's dad, he's the
personal representative of the Estate of Travis Robinson.

He received the lawsuit, but he knows nothing about the

case. In fact, nobody knows anything about the case except
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what you're going to be presented from law enforcement
investigations.

Ms. Allen, again, was representing her sister and
brother-in-law. She accepted service on behalf of the
estates. So 1f the caption was true, it would have read
Gloria Allen, as personal representative of the Estate of
Helen Williams vs. Gloria Allen, as personal representative
of the Estate of Diane Warren and Calvin Warren. But you
can't do that, right, you can't sue yourself. So there is
an attorney who has been appointed. It's called a special
administrator. And he is representing the estates for the
purpose of this lawsuit.

We don't know specifically the timeline of what
happened. You will hear the oral interview conducted by law
enforcement of Travis Robinson. He's going to say, I had
two beers. You're going to hear the investigators say,
There's no way you had two beers. It's six o'clock in the
morning or seven o'clock in the morning after the fire, I
smell the alcohol on you now.

You're going to hear that Ms. Allen brought Helen
Williams, her mother, to this house first thing in the
morning. She was going to go to work. She took her out,
put her in the house. Ms. Allen went to work.

Sometime in the afternoon, Travis gets a call from his

girlfriend, she's broke down. He leaves. He takes mom's
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Jaguar, Diane Warren's Jaguar. And he goes off and he's
gone. And you'll hear from the interviews where he went.
But the one thing we do know from witness investigation
through law enforcement is that he was drinking vodka and
soda, some drink that he drank with vodka as late as 12:00,
12:30 in the morning and, again, 911 was called at 2:10.

Now, Calvin -- I'm sorry, not Calvin, Travis told law
enforcement initially he got back to the house at 9:00 p.m.
from his girlfriend's. That ain't true because there's
witnesses saying he was drinking at their house till 12:30,
12:00 or 12:30. Then you're going to hear statements that
he was there till 1:00. And then he reported to someone
else that he was there at 2:00.

The simple fact is we don't know what happened from the
time he left his friend's house at 12:00 or 12:30 until he
placed the first 911 call at 2:10. And there were two other
calls at approximately the same time from a lady who lived
across the street, the dog woke up her, and you'll hear
these calls, as well as a lady who was on her way to work
who said yeah, I see the house on fire.

Calvin [sic] told investigators and told others that
when he got home because he wasn't driving his car, he
didn't have keys to get in the back door. So he got out, he
goes over to his truck and then he notices this glow. And

there's a question -- there's no question. Nobody knows
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what caused the fire and nobody knows specifically where it
originated. But there is going to be information presented
to you from fire investigators that it originated around the
Jaguar, okay, not around any accelerates. There's no arson
charges, no criminal charges. The fire was ruled as
accidental. As best as those investigators could tell, it
originated somewhere around or in the Jaguar.

So he sees the fire -- or he sees the glow. He does,
he pulls his SUV out and backs it straight back on the
property. You'll see photos, I presume, of it. And he gets
out and he says, By the time I got out, the back, I couldn't
get to it. He called 911 and it is not something you really
want to listen to. He is -- doesn't make sense. He is
seeing the house on fire. He is panicking. He is excited.
I'd say he's probably intoxicated as well. I mean, if you
just gave me that information -- I listened to the tape. He
mentions the one road, I think Augusta Road versus Augusta
Highway.

But the short and skinny of all this is, you know, we
have documents from 911. The first call to 911 is made at
2:10. The first fire truck on scene is seven minutes later.
The coroner's report -- Helen Williams had to undergo a
coroner's report because this was a criminal investigation.
You have a fire suspicious. You'll see the documents that

say suspicious fire. You have three fatalities. You have
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