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- State nf South Caroling
Circuit Court gubge, at-Large, Seat 5

J. MARK HAYES, || ‘ 180 MAGNOLIA STREET, 2ND FLOOR
JUDGE - i - - SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 29306
: ; TELEPHONE: (864) 562-4144
FAX: (864) 562-4142
E-MAIL: mhayesj@sccourts.org

June 6, 2025

- _GaylamontPetty #264235 -~ _ N

Perry Correctional Institute o ]
430 Oaklawn Road :

Pelzer, South Carolina 29669
Re: 1999-GS-42-02357 to 59
Dear Mr. Peﬁy:

The motions-you filed with the Spartanburg County Clerk of Court’s Office over the past year
were forwarded to me to review. They were sent to me in my capacity as the Seventh Circuit
Chief Administrative Judge for General Sessions matters. :

After reviewing the numerous motions and filings, please be advised that, by copy of this letter
to the Spartanburg Clerk of Court, I am instructing the Clerk to not schedule any of the motions
for a hearing. ' ;

I write to you to advise you of my instructions in the event you desire to seek additional judicial
review before other courts. If you wish to appeal my decision, please do so in a timely manner.
I'also wished you to have this letter so that you can also share it with the lawyer of your choice.
My belief is-that any-lay person benefits from receiving ‘independent legal advice—especially -
matters that are important as the ones yoil raise in these motions. [ realize in the past you were
represented by Joseph McCulloch of the Palmetto Innocence Project and William Yarborough of
the Greenville Bar when you raised issues related to DNA. Mr. McCulloch and Mr. Yarborough
should be considered by you as appropriate legal resources to share the content of this letter and
advise you of your rights. These two ljawyers are just my suggestions, please consult with
whichever lawyer you feel best serves yoqf. ' '

As reflected in the materials, you received a life sentence to a Burglary First Degree and a 30-
year sentence on a Criminal Sexual Conduct charge (the 5-year sentence for grand larceny has
expired because of the time you have served). Since the time you were sentenced, you and your
lawyers have filed numerous actions in citcuit court and other courts challenging various aspects
of your case.” A review of the records indicates that you have been unsuccessful with your
challenges. It does appear that additional DNA testing was accomplished in 2017. This DNA
report indicated the following; “the major component DNA profile matches the DNA profile

obtained from:sample CCC 1666-0364-R0ﬁ (Gary Petty)”.
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GARY LAMONT PETTY, #264235
JUNE 6, 2025

The new motions, in my opinion, are not properly filed and/or do not contain the required
substantive 'claims to necessitate the ischeduling of addition hearings by the circuit court.
Expressed in more legal terms, a prima facie showing has not been made to justify conducting a
hearing. Having reviewed the materials, these new motions, on their face, do not meet the
standard for conducting a SCCrimR 29(b) review. Viewing the issues you raised in a manner
most favorably to you, these issues, if ‘true, should have been raised in your previous filings.
Statute of limitations is a problem for you. Additionally, even though you assert you did not
know of this information (ury information) until recently, the nature and existence of the
information 'was available at the time of your trial, or at least within 12 months afterwards.
Additionally, the affidavit filed is your own affidavit and contains inadmissible hearsay
" ~~vs‘tat'ements;from“yb'ur‘cousin;-"A“dditionaf,H}F,"your;‘as‘s’ert'ron'thrOTIg‘h‘a'*Rul’e‘:ﬂ(B)‘xﬁétiﬁnfdf third —— "=

-~ party guilty of another man cofivicted of similar crimes that ocourred during the same time as the
ones you were convicted is, again, untimely, based upon inadmissible information—newspaper
accounts—and is, at best, speculative—especially given the DNA information previously
obtained. Again, no prima facie showing. ~ Also, the issue of needing an actual “injury” to
support a burglary conviction is not support in law.

The above is a brief summary of my reasons for instructing the Clerk of Court that no hearing
will be needed on the motions you have filed.

Even though my decisions are not favoraible and no hearing-will be conducted, I understand these
issues are important to you, Thus, I,-again, encourage you to seek legal advice with an attorney.,
Please share this letter with them and your prior filings.

I wish you only the best.

. Mark Hayes,
CC:  The Honorable Amy Cox
Spartanburg County Clerk of Court
Spartanburg County Courthouse
180 Magnolia Street
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29306
CC:  The Honorable Barry Barnette :
Solicitor, Seventh Judicial Circuit
Spartanburg County Courthouse |
180 Magnolia Street ;
Spartanburg, South Carolina 29306
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Gary Lamont Petty, Petitioner,
V.
The State of South Carolina

Appellate Case No. 2025-001324 |

ORDER

This appeal arises out of a letter from a circuit judge declining to rule on motions
that were improperly filed with the circuit court. From our review of the public
index. there is not a final order reviewable on appeal. Accordingly, this appeal is
dismissed. See §.C. Code Ann. § 14-3-330 (2007). The remittitur will be sent as
provided by Rule 221(b) of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules.

Columbia, South Carolina
o o .. FILED
Jul 29 2025

ce:
Barry Joe Barnette, [squire
~ Mark Reynolds F arthing, Lsquire
‘Wanida 1. Carter, Esquire '
Gary L. Petty, 264235
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals

Gary Lamont Petty, Petitioner,
V.
The State of South Carolina

Appellate Case No. 2025-001324

ORDER

After careful consideration of the petition for rehearing, return, and reply, the court
is unable to discover that any material fact or principle of law has been either
overlooked or disregarded, and hence, there is no basis for granting a rehearing.
The letter Petitioner sought to appeal was not a final order as it simply refused to
grant a hearing on Petitioner’s purported motions and did not finally decide the

matter in the circuit court. Accordingly, the petition@or rehg;:aring is denied.
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Columbia, South Carolina
cc:
Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire
Gary L. Petty, 264235 : ' FILED

Jan 21 2026
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JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS POST OFFICE BOX 11629
CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211
1220 SENATE STREET
CATHERINE S. HARRISON - COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1890

FAX: (803) 734-1839
www.sccourts.org

January 21, 2026

Mr. Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire
PO Box 11549
Columbia SC 29211-1549

Gary L. Petty, 264235

Perry Correctional Institution
430 Oaklawn Road

Pelzer SC 29669

Re: Gary Lamont Petty v. The State
Appellate Case No. 2025-001324

Dear Counsel and Mr. Petty:
Enclosed is a copy of an order of the panel denying your petition for rehearihg.

Your petition for rehearing en banc was distributed to the judges, but it has
been rejected. See Rule 219, SCACR.

Very truly yours,

O D 8%,0@*3—

' CLERK
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JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS, CLERK
POST OFFICE BOX 11629 )
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211 -
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GARY L. PETTY, 264235

PERRY CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
430 OAKLAWN ROAD

PELZER SC 29669
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals

JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS POST OFFICE BOX 11629
CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211
1220 SENATE STREET
CATHERINE S. HARRISON , COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1890

FAX: (803) 734-1839
www.sccourts.org

July 08, 2025

Gary L. Petty, 264235

Perry Correctional Institution
430 Oaklawn Road

Pelzer SC 29669

Re: Gary Lamont Petty v. The State
Appellate Case No. 2025-001324

Dear Mr. Petty:

This Court has received your notice of appeal, and the case has been assigned the
appellate case number that appears above. Please use this number on all future
correspondence relating to this matter.

All parties to this matter are advised that all filings must comply with the
requirements of Rule 267 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR).
The SCACR are available online at www.sccourts.org/courtreg. Additionally, any
filings submitted by counsel admitted in South Carolina must include counsel's bar
number.

The attention of the parties is directed to the order relating to the inclusion of
personal data identifiers and other sensitive information in documents filed with
the Supreme Court of South Carolina and the South Carolina Court of Appeals.
The order can be found at '
www.sccourts.org/courtOrders/displayOrder.cfm?orderNo=2014-04-15-02. Please
note that the responsibility for insuring that information is redacted or sealed as



required by this order rests with counsel and the parties. This office will not review
filings for redaction or to determine if materials should be sealed.

This is to advise that the title in the above matter has been changed to read as
follows:

Gary Lamont Petty, Petitioner,

V.

The State of South Carolina, Respondent.

All future records in this matter should be changed to reflect this title. If you have

any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Very truly yours,

oo

cc:  Mr. Barry Joe Barnette, Esquire
Mr. Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire
Mrs. Wanda H. Carter, Esquire
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POST OFFICE BOX 11629

. JENNYABBOTT KITCHINGS : : S Lo e
, " CLERK T S : COLUMBIA, SOUTH'CAROLINA 29211
- B B . 1230 SENATE STREET
CATHERINES HARRISON - o ceo COLUMBIA; SOUTH CAROLINA29201
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK ™~ - . - s . TELEPHONE: (803)734-1890 -
) o . . Ny FAX: (803)734-1839 -
S ’ o ‘ - E wwwsccourts org
August 05, 2025
' The Honorable Amy W Cox
. PO Box 3483 ¥ A
Spartanburg_SC 29304-3483 .
REMITTITUR

: Re: The State V. Gary L Petty \ ‘ S
.~ Lower Court Case.No. 1999GS4202357 1999GS4202358 1999GS4202359 o
Appellate Case NO 2025 001306 ' ’ . ’

" Dear Clerk of Court

The above referenced matter is hereby remitted to the lower- court or trlbunal A
copy of the Judgment of thls Court is enclosed - -

Very tr ly yours
7

, Enclosure

e Gary L. Petty, 264235
~ Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire
Mark Reynolds F arthmg, Esqulre



SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
Division of Inmate Services

AGREEMENT TO DEBIT E.H. COOPER ACCOUNT

, Innmte’s Name: S'CDC #: | Housing Unit: Date:
pmﬂ e o FUUBCT | Qi A /_9?‘
T
L ]

LEGAL MATERIA}L_ :
** Inmate is not required to have the funds in his/her account to pay for the materials; however, his/her account must
be debited for all materials s/he elects to receive.

To be completed by

SCDC ST — -
Item . Amownt Cost
Envelope "
Pen
Paper ,
Postage @ i _ %?\:\?‘-f-—kmgp@;ﬁ?& 4 (’(g,
Other

Sub-Total: C{? Y g

PHOTOCOPIES
** Inmate may be required to have funds in his/her account. See SCDC Procedure GA-01.03(OP), “Inmate Access to the
Courts,” to determine if inmate may receive copies with/without funds.

To be completed by
SCDC staff:

Jtem Amount COSf

Photocopies

| q4 45
&%wv &ﬂ% TOTAL

Inmate’s Signature Zf
4?Zc2£f:9 éﬂqéw

ailroom/Canteen Signature (Request filled by) Date

White - [nmate
Canary - Mailroom/Canteen Employee

SCDC Form 10-14 (November 1998) -
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Jury qualification

MR. MORIN: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Counsel, 1t haven't.worked with
you before, either one of you. |

What we do is we will bring the panel in. The clerk
will call out the jurors and that will -- 1 will have the
juror comé up and stand in front of ybu. Then you can
select or reject them as you wish.

The defense will have ten strikes, ten pPreemptory
strikes; the state will have five. We will select one

alternate in the cagse. The state will have two. Excuse me.

The defense Will-have two strikes. The state will have one.

Does anyone else have a copy of this juror list? Do
you-all have a copy, any other copy, of the juror list?
MS. STONE: We don't have a copy, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. I mean the one prepared by the

clerk.

MS. STONE: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. '

(The following takes place in the presence of the jury
venire.) 7

THE COURT: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen of the

jury panel.
If you would give me your attention, please, I

12
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Jdry qualification

They contain,allegations against the defendant . That 's
all they are at this time, are allegations, ang may not be
considered as proof in this casge. ‘

Now, the defendant, Gary L. Petty, is represented by

Mr. Michael p, Morin. My, Morin, would You please stand?
And also ask My, Petty to sténd and face the jury panel.

(Whereupon, Mr. Morin and the défendantvstood.)

THE COURT: okay. Thank you. You may be Seated;

Is anyone on the jury panel related by blood or
marriage or friends with the defendant, Gary L. Petty? 1If
80, please stand, ‘

(No response. )

THE COURT: 1Is anyone on the jury panel related by

blood or marriage or friends with Mr. M;ggaglém*_Morin,

attorney for Mr. Petty? If so, please stand. Related by

And let me say also if

blood or marriage or friends with.

you've ever been represented by Mr. Morin, if you would,

pPlease stand.
(No response.)
THE COURT: The state is represented by Assistant

Solicitor Teri Stone. Ms. Stone, would 'you please stand and

face the jury panel?

(Whereupon, Ms. Stone stood.)

THE COURT: Thank you. You may be seated.
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friends with Deputy Brian Johnson? If so,

Jury qualification

marriage or friends with Teri Stone? If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: 1Is anyone on the jury panel rela;ed’by
blood or marriage or frienderith anyone who works in the
Seventh Circuit Sdlicitor's Office? :If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: All right. I am going to go erf a list of
possible witnesses in this case. These are potential
witnesses. They may or may not be called. But what I am
going to ask you as to each witness, if you are related by
blood or marriage or friends with any of these persons,
please stand.

Brian Johnson, deputy with the Spartanburg County

Sheriff's Office. Anyone related by blood or marriage or
please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Todd Dreher, spelled D-R-E-H-E-R. Anyone
related by blood or marriage or friends with Todd Dreher?
If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Clara Petty. Anyone on the jury panel

related by blood or marriage or friends with Clara Petty?

If so, please stand.
(No response.)

THE COURT: Melissa Shrum.

Vi
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Jury qualification

THE COURT- Does any member of the jury panel know
anything about thlS cage before coming to court here today?
If so, please smand If you've heard or know anything about
this case prlor to coming to court today, please stand.

(No responsge.)

THE COURT:i Has any member of the jury panel formed or
expressed an opinion as t5 the guilt or the ihnocence of the
defendant, Gary |Lamont Petty? If so, please stand.

(No response.) '

THE COURT: . Is any member of the jury panel conscious
of any interest, bias or prejudice for or against the
defendant, Gary %amont Petty? 1If so, please stand.

(No responsé.)

THE COURT: Can each member of the jury panel give both
the state and the defendant, Gary Lamont Petty, a fair and
impartial trial ip this case? 1If not, please stand.

(No responseg)

THE COURT: Does any member of the jury panel know of
any reason whatsogver why he or she should not serve as a
juror on this parqicular case? If so, please stand.

(No response.;)

THE COURT: Apy additional questions requested of the
jury panel from the state?

MS. STONE: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the defenge?

24
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Jury qualification

MR. MORIN: Your Honor, I don't have any, but I would
1ike to clarify the witness Melissa Shrum. Her name is
spelled, actually spelled, s-H-R-U-M.

THE COURT: Okay. Let me ask that question again,
then. 1 asked you previously if any member of the jury
panel knew Melissa Strum, but it's actually spelled -- it's
Shrum, spelled S-H-R-U-M.

Is any member of the jury panel -- are you related toO,
blood or marriage, Or friends with Melissa Shrum, g-H-R-U-M?
If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Okay. any other questions?

MR. MORIN: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right.,, sir. all rigﬁf; Madam clerk,
give us a jury.

(Whereupon, a jury was impanelled. Form attached to
transcript.)

THE COURT: counsel, approach just a minute, please.

(Bench conference held off the record in the presence
of the jury but out of the hearing of the jury.)

(Whereupon, the remaining members of the jury venire
were excused.)

THE COURT: Ladies ard gentlemen of the jury panel --
counsel, approach just a minute please.

(Bench conference held off the record in the presence
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Comment g by the Court

10 court jury in circuit court,

11 I want to 9o over with You and give YOou some idea of

12 what to expect and a complete description of how the trial's
13 going to g0 so you wil]l get a little better understanding of
14 how it'g going to go, and hopefully you'll be g little more
15 comfortable in these unfamiligy Surroundings.

16 The first thing that will happen after I've completed
17 this instruction to you, or normally woulq happen -- f don't
18 think we're going to get to that today -- ig that the

19 attorney for the,state, who is the assistant solicitor, will
20 make an opening Statement to You. And then the attorney for
21 the defendant will have the same Opportunity to address you.
22 These opening Statements by the attorneys are not

23 evidence, but You should pay close attention, because

24 they're, in essence, going to identify to You what they

25 perceive or say the issues in this case are.
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SOUTH CAROLIMA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

NOTIFICATION OF APPROVED VISITORS DATE: 2005/08/17

SCDC# INMATE NAME INMATE DORM INMATE (MNST
00264235 GARY LAMONT PETTY F20118X MCCORMICK

LISTED BELOW ARE THE VISITORS WHO HAVE SUBMITTED PROPER DOCUMENTATION AND HAVE BEEM APPROVED TO VISIT YOU.
IF YOU YWANT ANY ADDITIONAL PEOPLE ADDED TO YOUR LIST, YOU FUST OBTAIN VISITATION

N REQUEST FORM(S) FROM YOUR INSTITUTION VISITATION
COORDINATOR AND MAIL THEM TO THE VISITOR YOU WISH TO ADD. .
VISITOR NAME
KELLI A NICKERSON
CEHRTNEY— M GOMERDALE—
LATRICE=—N———<RToE—
ALBERT LOUISE HALL
WILLIE RAE PETTY
TEDDY LAMONT BYERS
TORI AR SMITH
MELISSA  DAWN SHRUM
ELISA HARLA PETTY
KRISTA AALIVAHA PETTY
NECHOLE  MARIE JONES
JOHNATHAN LEE PETTY
CLARA MAE PETTY
LILLY MAE MILLER
N
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