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1 P R O C E E D I N G S

2 THE CLERK:  James Pratt.  2025-GS-32-00209,

3 State versus James Robert Pratt.  Indicted for

4 criminal sexual conduct with a minor, second degree. 

5 He is pleading as charged. The indictment is

6 true-billed.  2020 -- 2020-GS-32-02711 State versus

7 James Robert Pratt.  Indicted for incest.  He is

8 pleading as charged.  The indictment has been

9 true-billed and he is being represented by Mr.

10 Goodwyn. Raise your right hand please. 

11 (WITNESS SWORN IN)

12 THE COURT:  Was this a true-billed indictment on

13 the incest, Ms. Patterson? 

14 MS. PATTERSON:  Yes, sir, Your Honor.  It went

15 to the grand jury on February 10th of this year.

16 THE COURT:  Mr. Goodwyn, has your client been

17 arraigned or waived the arraignment on the incest

18 charge? 

19 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor.  We -- we

20 received the indictment last week, I believe.  He

21 turned himself in Monday and got fingerprinted. 

22 We're ready to go on -- on the incest charge. 

23 THE COURT:  Did he waive -- he waived the

24 arraignment on the incest charge? 

25 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor.

3
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1 THE COURT:  Are you James Robert Pratt, sir? 

2 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

3 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Pratt, the lawyer

4 sent -- sent me a report from the Department of

5 Mental Health, and I need to go over that with you

6 first.  From the examination you had back in June of

7 last year, I've read the report, and we'll get a copy

8 of it marked into the record.  I need to ask you, do

9 you understand why you're here today? 

10 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

11 THE COURT:  Tell me why you're here today.  No.  

12 You can't talk to your lawyer.  You talk to me.

13 MR. GOODWYN:  He's asking you.

14 MR. PRATT:  Some charges. 

15 THE COURT:  Okay.  You know what you're charged

16 with? 

17 MR. PRATT:  Incest. 

18 THE COURT:  Anything else? 

19 MR. PRATT:  So -- touched the two kids.  I ---

20 THE COURT:  What two kids? 

21 MR. PRATT:  Two kids.  And these are my -- my

22 kids. 

23 MR. GOODWYN:  He said -- he said he touched two

24 kids. 

25 THE COURT:  Touching two children.  Okay.  And

4
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1 do you know who that is beside you?  

2 MR. PRATT:  My attorney.

3 THE COURT:  What's his job?  

4 MR. PRATT:  He –- I guess –- he’s trying to get

5 me out of it. 

6 THE COURT:  Okay.  Do you know what 

7 Ms. Patterson does?  

8 MR. PRATT:  No.

9 THE COURT:  Do you know what a solicitor is in

10 South Carolina?  

11 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

12 THE COURT:  What is that? 

13 MR. PRATT:  Attorney.

14 THE COURT:  Okay.  And what -- what do they do? 

15 MR. PRATT:  Charge against -- charge me.

16 THE COURT:  Okay.  Do you know what a jury does?

17 MR. PRATT:  No.

18 THE COURT:  You got no idea what a jury does? 

19 MR. PRATT:  I -- I guess not -- not really.  I

20 guess whatever we say in here.

21 THE COURT:  I'm sorry.  I'm having trouble

22 hearing you. 

23 MR. GOODWYN:  Yeah, here. Get the mic closer,

24 Your Honor?

25 THE COURT:  He doesn't -- it doesn't amplify. 
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1 He goes into that [inaudible].  Say again what you

2 said, please, Mr. Pratt. 

3 MR. PRATT:  I guess the jury listens to

4 everybody.  And they go with that.  

5 THE COURT:  They listen to the evidence and they

6 make a decision.  Is that what you're telling me? 

7 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

8 THE COURT:  And if witnesses appear in a trial,

9 you know what a witness does? 

10 MR. PRATT:  Talk about you. Of what's going on. 

11 THE COURT:  Yeah.  Mr. Goodwyn, you've had a

12 chance to review the report ---

13 MR. GOODWYN:  The ---

14 THE COURT:  --- on mental health? 

15 MR. GOODWYN:  --- the competency report, 

16 Your Honor?

17 THE COURT:  Yes.

18 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor.

19 THE COURT:  Is there any objection to making it

20 part of the record? 

21 MR. GOODWYN:  No, Your Honor.

22 THE COURT:  Ms. Patterson, have you read --

23 reviewed the competency report? 

24 MS. PATTERSON:  Yes, sir, Your Honor.  I have.

25 THE COURT:  Any objection to making it part of

6
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1 the record? 

2 MS. PATTERSON:  No, sir.

3 THE COURT:  Y'all have a hard copy that can be

4 marked as a Court's Exhibit?

5 MS. PATTERSON:  I do, Your Honor.

6 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Pratt, the report I

7 read indicates you do not take any type of medication

8 for mental health.  Is that right? 

9 MR. PRATT:   Yes.  

10 THE COURT:  Okay.  So, today, are you under the

11 influence of any type of medication, alcohol, drugs,

12 anything that affects your thinking? 

13 MR. PRATT:  No, sir.

14 THE COURT:  And do you have any physical

15 problems or mental health issues that affect your

16 thinking today? 

17 MR. PRATT:  No, sir.

18 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  I'm going to read

19 to you these charges that have been handed up to me.

20 And if I -- if I ask you anything you don't

21 understand through the whole course of this, let me

22 know, all right?  And you have to say your answers

23 out loud because this gentleman has to take it down.  

24 It comes strictly through a digital system, all

25 right?  So, you need to say yes or no. 

7
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1 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  They've

3 given me one indictment that charges you with

4 criminal sexual conduct with a minor.  And that

5 indictment reads that in Lexington County, South

6 Carolina, on or between May 31, 2011 and July 26th,

7 2011, that the defendant, James Robert Pratt, did

8 willfully and unlawfully commit criminal sexual

9 conduct with a minor in the first degree by engaging

10 in a sexual battery with a minor who was less than 11

11 years of age.  Specifically, it's alleged that you

12 inserted your fingers into a child named, whose

13 initials were , who was born in  of 2002.  And

14 upon your arraignment on that charge of criminal

15 sexual conduct with a minor in the first degree, it

16 appears that you wish to enter a plea of guilty to

17 the lesser offense of criminal sexual conduct with a

18 minor in the third degree.  Is that right? 

19 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

20 THE COURT:  The other indictment charges you

21 with ince -- incest, and it reads that in Lexington

22 County, South Carolina, on or between January 1, 2020

23 and February 17th, 2020, that the defendant, James

24 Robert Pratt, did, as a man, have carnal intercourse

25 with your daughter, whose initials are , also known2

1 1
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1 by the initials .  Specifically, it's alleged that

2 you had vaginal intercourse with your biological

3 daughter in violation of the law, and upon your

4 arraignment, it indicates that you wish to enter a

5 plea of guilty to incest.  Is that right? 

6 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

7 THE COURT:  Mr. Goodwyn, have you explained to

8 your client the nature and elements of each offense,

9 the possible punishment, and its constitutional

10 rights, including trial by jury? 

11 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor.  There -- for the

12 criminal statutes, for sure there was an issue with

13 the sentencing or the range of sentences on the

14 incest, and we've had a little question about coming

15 in to -- today that we want to bring up when the time

16 is right.  This might be the right time.

17 THE COURT:  I think it carries up to 10 years. 

18 MR. GOODWYN:  Well, I think you're right, but

19 the way the statute reads, it says a penalty of $500

20 and/or not less than a year.  And -- do you see what

21 I'm talking about?  

22 THE COURT:  It says not -- not less than $500

23 for imprisonment not less than one year in the

24 penitentiary or both, such fine and imprisonment.

25 MR. GOODWYN:  Right.  Which means that the court

2
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1 could impose just a fine but no jail or jail, no

2 fine, or -- or both.  Which means that it could be

3 zero years in prison pegging up to 10 if the court

4 decides to go with the fine and not -- not

5 imprisonment.  That's my understanding.  That's what

6 I'm -- I'm telling him.

7 THE COURT:  I don't see it as a mandatory

8 minimum, so let's see what you want to tell me. 

9 MS. PATTERSON:  Yes, Your Honor.  It's my

10 understanding that it is an unclassified felony, so

11 it carried up 10 years not less than one year, but

12 certainly I think the one year could be extended, so

13 I would take it about to zero to 10 years because it

14 is unclassified felony.

15 THE COURT:  Yeah.  There are a lot of laws that

16 say not less than, but they -- they don't make it a

17 mandatory minimum, so ---

18 MS. PATTERSON:  Right.

19 THE COURT:  --- zero to 10 is what you --- 

20 MR. GOODWYN:  Right.  That's what I told him. 

21 THE COURT:  --- And fine -- and ---

22 MR. GOODWYN:  And as ---

23 THE COURT:  --- a fine of $500 or more. 

24 MR. GOODWYN:  Right.  And as long as we're on

25 board -- on the same page with that, yes, that's what

10
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1 I told him he was facing today. 

2 THE COURT:  And you fully explained to him the

3 nature and elements of the offenses, the possible

4 punishment, and his constitutional rights, including

5 trial by jury? 

6 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor. 

7 THE COURT:  Are you satisfied there's a factual

8 basis for a plea? 

9 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor. 

10 THE COURT:  You agree with his decision to enter

11 the pleas? 

12 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor.

13 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Pratt, when you

14 plead guilty, you give up very important rights.  

15 Included in that -- those rights are your right to

16 remain silent and your right to a jury trial.  You

17 know that? 

18 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

19 THE COURT:  If you wanted a jury trial on either

20 or both of these cases, you're presumed to be

21 innocent.  You don't have to prove anything.  The

22 State has the entire burden of proof and would have

23 to prove to all 12 jurors that you're guilty beyond a

24 reasonable doubt before you could be convicted of

25 anything.  You understand that? 

11
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1 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

2 THE COURT:  If you had a jury trial, you would

3 get to see and hear and have your lawyer question or

4 cross-examine every witness who testified against

5 you. You understand that? 

6 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

7 THE COURT:  You would help select the jury, and

8 you would have a certain amount of strikes that you

9 could use to set aside jurors.  You understand that? 

10 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

11 THE COURT:  And if you wanted to testify in a

12 trial, you -- you could.  But if you choose not to

13 testify, then the trial judge would tell the jury,

14 they cannot hold you silence against you in any way

15 at all.  You understand that? 

16 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

17 THE COURT:  If you plead guilty, you give up

18 those rights.  You give up your right to remain

19 silent because you'll be admitting that you're

20 guilty.  You give up the right to confront the

21 witnesses, that is, have your lawyer to see -- have

22 you see here and have your lawyer cross-examine the

23 witnesses.  You give up all the rights we discussed,

24 including the jury trial, and you admit that the

25 charge is true.  You understand? 

12
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1 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

2 THE COURT:  Do you want a jury trial on either

3 of these cases? 

4 MR. PRATT:  No, sir. 

5 THE COURT:  All right.  I'm going to get you to

6 listen to the solicitor.  She's going to tell me what

7 she claims happened.  And then, after that's over,

8 I'm going to ask you if you're guilty of that.  So,

9 listen carefully to what they tell.  Ms. Patterson. 

10 MS. PATTERSON:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it

11 please the court?  On August 2nd of 2011, while the

12 victim, , was in foster care, she was the

13 biological daughter of Mr. Pratt.  She was in foster

14 care due to Mr. Pratt's drug use.  She disclosed that

15 Mr. Pratt had digitally penetrated her and her sister

16 while they were in the bathtub in their home, located

17 on -- at  in the Gaston area of Lexington

18 County, .   would have been 10

19 years old at the time of the offense and disclosure. 

20 Her sister would have been eight years old at the

21 time of the incident and nine at the time of

22 disclosure.  

23 Her sister, , was given a forensic

24 interview, and she also made a disclosure of digital

25 penetration on her body by the defendant as well and

MINOR 1

MINOR 2

MINOR 1
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17 about the status of the investigation.  At this time,

18 Investigator Joe Hart was assigned to the case.  This

19 would have been February of 2020.  He contacted 

20  as well as followed up with 

21  and did a follow-up interview, and they

22 still maintain the same allegations that they had

23 reported in 2011. 

24 Investigator Hart was also able to contact the

25 Dickerson Center and obtain the forensic interviews

14

stated, like her sister, this happened in the bathtub

at their home.  Both of these victims were able to

give pertinent details of the assault which helped

establish a time frame which have -- would have been

between May 31st and July 26th of 2011.  This assault

was reported to law enforcement back in 2011. 

However, for some unknown reason, it wasn't

investigated until February of 2020. 

And this is when MINOR 2 , who had then turned

18, moved back into the home with her father after

living in foster care and after she and her brother

and her sister had been adopted by the Lyles

(phonetic) family.  And that's why they have an

alias, Your Honor, within the indictment.  This

reconnection prompted her -- her sister, ,

and her adoptive mom to reinquire to law enforcement

MINOR 1

MINOR 1

MINOR 2
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1 from the victims in 2011.  And again, he compared the

2 allegations, and they were -- they were spot on. 

3 During this subsequent investigation, it was revealed

4 that , again, now she's 18, was actually not

5 only living with her father, but was having a

6 consensual sexual relationship with him.  There were

7 text messages recovered that corroborated this

8 relationship between these two sisters as this

9 angered  because she did not believe or would

10 not -- it was hard for her to believe that her sister

11 would reconnect with someone who, in the text

12 messages, they referred to as their molester. 

13 Not only did we have the disclosures in the text

14 messages, but there were also several jail calls from

15 the Defendant to numerous people admitting to the

16 sexual relationship he had with his daughter, 

17 , and alleging there was nothing wrong with

18 this relationship because now she was 18.  And she

19 too, wanted to engage in the relationship.  There

20 were other victims who came forward with similar

21 allegations of the -- of the Defendant touching their

22 private parts.  In exchange of that -- of this plea,

23 Your Honor, to these two charges against his

24 biological daughters, those cases are being Nolle

25 prosequi because they too, had delayed disclosures

MINOR 2

MINOR 2

MINOR 1
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1 and we just had no cooperation, unlike in these two

2 cases.

3 So, in exchange of this plea, Your Honor, we 

4 are dismissing three criminal sexual conducts with

5 minor charges and allowing him to plead to the

6 reduced charge from first to a third.  Both 

7 and  are here, Your Honor.  

8 would like to address the Court at the appropriate

9 time.  And , she is -- has submitted a

10 written statement.  And I've provided Mr. Goodwyn

11 with a copy and I have a copy for Your Honor at the

12 appropriate time.  I don't think Mr. Pratt -- I think

13 maybe he had a shoplifting and that was probably the

14 only conviction on his record and that was in 2003

15 and 2004. 

16 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Pratt, do you admit

17 you're guilty of these two charges?

18 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

19 THE COURT:  Has anybody forced you, threatened

20 you, coerced you in any way to get you to plead

21 guilty against your will? 

22 MR. PRATT:  No, sir.

23 THE COURT:  Any plea agreement that the State

24 might have made with you?  Any type of plea bargain,

25 that's like dropping a charge, reducing a charge,

MINOR 2

MINOR 2

MINOR 1 MINOR 1
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1 recommending a sentence, anything like that?  I'm not

2 involved in that.  So, I don't know anything about it

3 unless you hear them say it out here in open court.  

4 If they don't say something out in open court that

5 they promised you, you lose it under the law.  Do you

6 understand that? 

7 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

8 THE COURT:  All right.  So, they've indicated to

9 me that they have dismissed three other criminal

10 sexual conduct charges, that they are reducing one of

11 this criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the

12 first degree to third degree.  Was that it? 

13 MS.  PATTERSON:  Yes, sir. 

14 THE COURT:  Okay.  So, other than that, has

15 anybody promised you anything or offered you any hope

16 or reward to get you to plead? 

17 MR. PRATT:  No, sir. 

18 THE COURT:  Are you fully satisfied with your

19 attorney? 

20 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

21 THE COURT:  Is there anything you want him to do

22 for you on your case that he has not done other than

23 speak for you?  

24 MR. PRATT:  No, sir.

25 THE COURT:  Have you had enough time to meet

17
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1 with him and talk things over so he can represent you

2 properly? 

3 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

4 THE COURT:  Have you had enough time to make up

5 your own mind about all this? 

6 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

7 THE COURT:  All right.  Now, I'm going to go

8 over the penalties, and there's some things they call

9 collateral consequences, these things that go along

10 with the conviction.  I'm not going to try to cover

11 every collateral consequence, but I want to make sure

12 you know some of the major points.  With criminal

13 sexual conduct with a minor in the third degree, that

14 is a felony.  Do you understand that? 

15 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

16 THE COURT:  Do you understand that it -- it

17 carries up to 15 years in prison? 

18 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

19 THE COURT:  Do you understand it's classified by

20 the legislature as a violent crime? 

21 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

22 THE COURT:  Do you understand that violent

23 offenders are treated differently by the Department

24 of Corrections than nonviolent offenders? 

25 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

18
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1 THE COURT:  Okay.  So, you might not be eligible

2 for programs and placements in the Department of

3 Corrections that a nonviolent offender might be

4 eligible for.  Do you understand that? 

5 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

6 THE COURT:  Okay.  Now, unless the law has

7 changed, and I'll ask the attorneys to help me out on

8 this, as I mainly have been doing civil court

9 recently, on a s -- on a violent crime, you cannot be

10 released from prison sooner than serving at least

11 one-third of the time.  Do you understand that? 

12 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

13 THE COURT:  That's no guarantee you get out in a

14 third of the time.  That's the least time you could

15 possibly do.  Do you understand? 

16 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

17 THE COURT:  Also, if you get a second violent

18 crime, you have to max that out.  You have to serve

19 all that time if you end up getting a second violent

20 crime.  Do you understand that? 

21 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

22 THE COURT:  A violent felony prohibits you from

23 transporting, shipping, receiving, or possessing any

24 type of firearm or ammunition.  Do you understand

25 that? 

19
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1 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT:  Do you understand? 

3 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

4 THE COURT:  And you'll have to be registered on

5 the sex offender registry.  Do you understand that? 

6 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

7 THE COURT:  Now, I'm not going -- they -- they

8 recently passed a law about who can get off the sex

9 offender registry.  I'm not going to ho -- hold --

10 hold that with you, but if you want to talk to your

11 lawyer about that, you certainly may.  But it's a

12 long process, and that you have to be on the sex

13 offender registry for a long time.

14 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

15 THE COURT:  Possibly your whole life.  Do you

16 understand? 

17 MR. PRATT:  That's fine. 

18 THE COURT:  Now, the card I've got's -- got

19 lifetime GPS monitoring.  Is that still in place? 

20 MS. PATTERSON:  Yes, sir, Your Honor.

21 THE COURT:  So, you understand that they're

22 going to put electronic monitoring on you whenever

23 you get out of prison, and you'll have to have that

24 for the rest of your life unless it's -- at some

25 point removed.  Do you understand? 

20
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1 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT:  Incest is a felony, and as we

3 discussed, it carries up to 10 years in prison and a

4 fine at my discretion.  Do you understand that? 

5 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

6 THE COURT:  And you're required to register as a

7 sex offender on that as well.  

8 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

9 THE COURT:  Do you understand?  Sir? 

10 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. I think we're talking over

11 each other a little bit.  I want to make sure I get

12 your answers.  Have you understood everything I've

13 been over with you now, Mr. Pratt? 

14 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

15 THE COURT:  And are you sure you want to give up

16 your rights and enter these pleas of guilty? 

17 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

18 THE COURT:  And you're doing this because you

19 are, in fact, guilty of these two charges? 

20 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir. 

21 THE COURT:  Mr. Pratt's made a free, knowing,

22 voluntary, and intelligent deci -- first of all, with

23 regard to his mental status.  I meant to say this

24 earlier.  I find beyond a reasonable doubt, based on

25 the Blair hearing that was conducted, my review of

21
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1 the report, and my observations and interaction with

2 Mr. Pratt, that he is competent, he's capable of

3 assisting counsel in his own defense, he's capable of

4 making rational choices concerning the charges --

5 charges against him, and he should be allowed to

6 proceed with a guilty plea if he so desires.  With

7 regard to the offenses, I find beyond a reasonable

8 doubt that he's made a free, knowing, voluntary, and

9 intelligent decision to waive his rights and enter

10 his pleas of guilty.  He has done so upon the advice

11 of counsel with whom he is fully satisfied.  There is

12 a factual basis for both pleas.  What's your date of

13 birth, Mr. Pratt?  You -- you know?

14 MR. PRATT:  . 

15 THE COURT:  What year? 

16 MR. PRATT:  , 1977.

17 THE COURT:  Thank you.  You said wants to

18 speak? 

19 MS. PATTERSON:  Actually, both of them want to

20 speak now. 

21 THE COURT:  Okay.

22 :  Good afternoon, Your Honor.  My

23 name is  (phonetic).  I wanted to ask

24 for the max of years, just because it's been 14 years

25 since this been -- since this has been going on.  

1

MINOR 1

MINOR 1
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1 Since this came back up, it's been five years.  I've

2 been severely depressed since this has been going on. 

3 I've been self-medicating myself along with drugs.  I

4 just recently stopped.  I just want this to be over

5 and maxed.  Your Honor, please. Thank you. 

6 THE COURT:  Thank you, ma'am.  Yes, ma'am.  

7 :  Good morning, Your Honor. 

8 THE COURT:  Hello.

9 :  My name is 

10 (phonetic).  I am the Defendant's daughter.  I want

11 you to know that I am very angry at what he did to

12 me.

13 THE COURT:  Take your time. 

14 :  He took my childhood away from me

15 and everything. 

16 THE COURT:  He took what away? 

17 :  My childhood.  I hate what he did

18 and took away from me.  I want him to be put behind

19 bars for 15 years for what he's done.  He is a piece

20 of crap, and there is no way of what he did to me.  I

21 think he should be arrested for a [inaudible] and the

22 rest of his life.  Thank you. 

23 THE COURT:  You have a written statement there,

24 ma'am? 

25 :  Yes, sir.

MINOR 2

MINOR 2 MINOR 2

MINOR 2

MINOR 2

MINOR 2
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1 THE COURT:  Is it basically what you just told

2 me? 

3 :  Yes, sir. 

4 THE COURT:  Do you mind if I have it? 

5 :  Sure. 

6 THE COURT:  It's okay? 

7 :  Yes, sir.

8 THE COURT:  Mark it as a record -- Court's

9 Exhibit. 

10 MR. GOODWYN:  Of course, it's here. 

11 THE COURT:  I was having a little trouble

12 understanding what she said.

13 MS. PATTERSON:  Your Honor, Investigator Hart

14 would like to address the court. 

15 THE COURT:  State your full name for me, please,

16 Investigator Hart. 

17 MR. HART:  Yes, Your Honor.  My name is Sergeant

18 Joe Hart, H-a-r-t.  Your Honor, obviously, as 

19 Ms. Patterson has said, I got this case in 2020.  I

20 had no idea that this had occurred, that the

21 Sheriff's Department had a report, until Ms. Lyles

22 came to me inquiring as to the status of the report.  

23 This is one of the few, not to knock DSS, but this is

24 one of the few cases where DSS did their job.  They

25 went in.  They removed these kids from the household. 

MINOR 2

MINOR 2
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1 They went through the adoption process.   They were

2 adopted and taken away from Mr. Pratt, and law

3 enforcement would drop the ball, Your Honor.

4 We don't know why it happened.  We reached out

5 to the original investigator.  We don't know what

6 happened, Your Honor.  So, for nine years, the case

7 sat stagnant.  Nothing happened with it.  It was

8 never investigated, although DSS did have these girls

9 interviewed, and they did have them taken and removed

10 from the home, Your Honor.  As you heard from 

11 Ms. Patterson, there were two additional victims, and

12 they were not at the same time, Your Honor.  They

13 were years after the fact and not at the same time.  

14 Although they did occur at the same household, they

15 were not at the same -- those two assaults did not

16 occur simultaneously either.  They were both at

17 different times. 

18 So, Your Honor, when he was given the -- the

19 good fortune of the Sheriff's Department not

20 addressing the case, not investigating the case, 

21 Mr. Pratt continued with his sexually deviant

22 behavior and sought other victims.  And then, when

23 his daughter turned 18, she got to go her own way. 

24 She reconnected with him, and instead of him

25 engaging, trying to reconnect in a fatherly manner, 
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1 trying to make up for his mistakes, Your Honor, he

2 took advantage of her and engaged in a sexually 

3 relation -- sexually ancestral relationship with his

4 daughter, Your Honor. 

5 And we did listen to the jail calls, and he was

6 to the point he wanted to marry her.  Your Honor,

7 that's what he -- he told people on the jail calls.  

8 That was his intent, if he could do it.  Your Honor,

9 we're sorry to the family that -- that the Sheriff's

10 Department dropped the ball.  We still don't know

11 what happened, Your Honor.  But we want there to be

12 justice at this point, and on behalf of the Sheriff's

13 Department, we would ask for a maximum sentence.  

14 Anything less than -- than 85 percent of 25 years 

15 is -- is a tremendous amount of grace from the

16 Solicitor's Office and from the State.  Obviously,

17 the Defendant is at your mercy, and so are the

18 victims, Your Honor.  Thank you. 

19 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  Anything else from

20 the State? 

21 MS. PATTERSON:  No, sir, Your Honor.

22 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Goodwyn, we're to

23 you now.

24 MR. GOODWYN:  Thank you, your honor.  I do have

25 a few family members -- so, not family, but friends
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1 here to speak on his behalf. 

2 THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  You want me to hear them

3 first? 

4 MR. GOODWYN:  I can.  I think I'm going to hear

5 from them first and then ---

6 THE COURT:  All right.  Who do you wish to

7 speak? 

8 MR. GOODWYN:  We have -- so, Dale Ardis.

9 THE COURT:  Say your name and then say whatever

10 you want, sir. 

11 MR. ARDIS:  My name is Dale (phonetic) Ardis.  

12 THE COURT:  Your last name, please.

13 MR. ARDIS:  Your Honor, ---

14 THE COURT:  Say your last name.

15 MR. ARDIS:  --- I'm here today.

16 MR. GOODWYN:  I'm -- I'm sorry, Your Honor.  He

17 doesn't hear very well.

18 THE COURT:  Tell him what I said.  

19 MR. GOODWYN:  State your -- state your name. 

20 MR. ARDIS:  Dale Ardis.

21 THE COURT:  Spell your last name.

22 MR. ARDIS:  A-r-d-i-s.  

23 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you.  I had it

24 misspelled.  All right. 

25 MR. GOODWYN:  Go ahead.  
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1 THE COURT:  Go ahead. 

2 MR. GOODWYN:  Go ahead.

3 MR. ARDIS:  Okay.  Bear with me, Your Honor.  

4 I'm operating on one hearing aid today.  

5 THE COURT:  I can hear you fine.  Just ---

6 MR. ARDIS:  Okay.  I'm here to represent my

7 friend, James Pratt.  I've known James for 26 years.  

8 Out of those 26 years, I met him through my dad's

9 rental property and I became friends with him.  And

10 at the time, he has -- was dating a young lady named

11 Kathy (phonetic).  And she lived in the park as well. 

12 As time went on, I came by to see Jimmy (phonetic)

13 from time to time when I was working in the park. 

14 And we just got along very well with each other.  He

15 moved on.  And later on, fo -- four years later, I

16 seen him again.  And he had three children, two

17 daughters and one son.  I got to see those kids and

18 they were just small, but I didn't know him very

19 well.

20 And Jimmy would come back and forth to visit and

21 made good friends with him.  And there were times

22 when things went bad for him.  He would come by and

23 say, "I wonder if you could stay for a while."  And I

24 said, "Sure.  I'll take anyone in.  Any of my friends

25 or family I would take in.  And Jimmy was helpful to
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1 me, even though he had disability orders, as well as

2 myself.  I have dementia and vertigo and he's a

3 caretaker and a ca -- caretaker and a giver to me. 

4 He looks after my home.  He looks after me physically

5 for medication.  He has to drive for me.

6 He's got cameras around the house where he

7 watches to make sure that I don't get hurt on the

8 property which I've had many times by myself.  He's

9 got a good heart.  He works real hard and Bob

10 (phonetic) likes him a lot.  And I think of him as a

11 son to me.   He has good friends, older generations

12 of people 

13 the -- like myself and who I have over here next to

14 us.  We look after him and he looks after us.  He's

15 my ears on the phone when I can't talk with medical

16 people.  And then, sometimes I can't hear as well and

17 catch what people are saying.  He's my voice also to

18 let me know what they're saying to me.

19 I'm concerned due to the fact that my -- I won't

20 be here all this long, but I have dementia which pops

21 in and out on me.  I have memory loss and Jimmy has

22 to help me know what days there are.  He has to --

23 those days I get up sometimes I don't even know what

24 the first day is.  It's Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday. 

25 And the biggest thing this man has done for me that I
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1 know that God has put him at my front door is that I

2 got a relative who has tried to take me out of my

3 home, my brother.  This man financially has helped me

4 and I can't do it.  But he says, "Dale, you need a

5 lawyer."  So, I couldn't afford a lawyer. 

6 My brother told him things to said that, "I got

7 your brother's" -- he said, "I got my brother's

8 house.  You'll never get it again."  My aunt who had

9 dementia, she signed it over without knowing what she

10 was doing.  I went there and told her, "I didn't

11 really want him to sign it over to -- to him due to

12 the fact my brother was not trustworthy."  She said,

13 "He'd been over many times trying to get me to give

14 it to him."  She said, "I told him it was his home."  

15 So, I said, "Well, let's try it this way.  I'm going

16 to see if I can trust him."  Apparently not.  Five

17 years he's lived there.  He's assaulted me.  He's

18 pushed me around.

19 Jimmy has seen and he's been an eyewitness to

20 everything that has happened.  This man has looked

21 after me more than you can imagine.  I'm sorry that

22 we all make mistakes.  I made my mistakes along the

23 way as well.  But I look at him like a son and the --

24 the youngest brother of the family.  He has no family

25 here that I know of except the kids that he had.  And
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1 he's got many friends, but he got good friends.  And

2 I have to have him around most of the time.  He even

3 calls from his job to see if I'm okay.  And he'll

4 look at the cameras to see if I'm anywhere in the

5 yard doing things. 

6 But the biggest thing I am right now is the

7 dementia that I get concerned about.  And he sees me

8 flip-flopping from time to time.  As for anyone else

9 to be a caretaker to me, I don't want that.  I know

10 how this man is, how he operates.  When I can't walk,

11 I have hip problems.  Neuropathy in my feet,

12 arthritis, bursitis, high blood pressure, you name

13 it, I'm getting it.  He's there.  He even brought me

14 a wheelchair when I couldn't walk and drove myself 

15 to -- to get to the doctor.  He was there for me. 

16 Grateful guy, grateful man, and I love him.   And

17 that's it, Your Honor.

18 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir. 

19 MR. ARDIS:  Thank you, sir.  

20 THE COURT:  Who else? 

21 MR. GOODWYN:  Iris (phonetic) Cooley.

22 MS. COOLEY:  I'm Iris Cooley. 

23 THE COURT:  C-o-o-l-e-y? 

24 MS. COOLEY:  C-o-o-l-e-y. 

25 THE COURT:  What would you like to say, 
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1 Ms. Cooley? 

2 MS. COOLEY:  Jimmy, I've known him 18 to 20

3 years, him and his mother.  And he's always -- I'm

4 always there to help him.  He's always help -- there

5 to help me.  If I need something done and I need

6 help, he helps me.  But he's never done me wrong.  He

7 sa -- he spent the night at my house several times. 

8 He has -- I have a daughter.  He has never touched my

9 daughter.  And I just want to say that I think he's a

10 good man, and he moves well. 

11 THE COURT:  Thank you, ma'am.

12 MR. GOODWYN:  Charles (phonetic) Hall. 

13 THE COURT:  Charles Hall. 

14 MR. HALL:  Charles Hall, yes, sir.  

15 THE COURT:  Nothing crazy about the spelling of

16 your name.  Is it H-a-l-l? 

17 MR. HALL:  H-A-L-L, yes, sir. 

18 THE COURT:  We -- we take down record.  I want

19 to make sure I got all your -- everybody's name

20 spelled correct.  

21 MR. HALL:  Okay. 

22 THE COURT:  Go ahead, Mr. Hall. 

23 MR. HALL:  All right.  I've known Jimmy for 15

24 or 20 years.  I met him through a subcontractor that

25 I used to use.  And he was -- Jimmy was working for
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1 him.  And I finally got rid of that contractor and

2 just started using Jimmy.  And he's a hard worker.  

3 He's honest.  I've become close to him over the

4 years, and I know he probably told me stuff about his

5 childhood growing up he's probably never told any

6 other people.  And his childhood was not a good one.  

7 And I won't go into any details about that, but --

8 and Jimmy's learning disability really holds him

9 back, that, and he's very timid.  He would do

10 anything to avoid a confrontation and any threats

11 made against him, he just -- he just takes it to

12 heart. And -- and you can just about force him to do

13 anything just by merely threatening. 

14 And the abuse he's taken in his lifetime and --

15 and the way people treat him, I see it all the time.  

16 And it just -- it just sickens me sometimes.  But he

17 doesn't deserve a lot of the stuff that he gets.  You

18 know, he's a good hearted, hard worker, good person. 

19 And he's honest as he can be, always has been with

20 me.  I -- I know maybe twice he's told me a little

21 white lie and a little bit later he'll come back and

22 he'll say, "Mr. Charles," -- he said, "I lied to you

23 and I -- I got to make it right."  You know, that's

24 just the way he is.

25 I think his granddaddy -- he talks about his
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1 granddaddy a lot.  He was in the military and he had

2 a big influence on Jimmy.  And I -- I just -- I hope

3 that the court won't be leaning on Jimmy.  You know,

4 I think a hard sentence on him would really be an

5 injustice.  That's my personal opinion, but for what

6 it's worth. 

7 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.

8 MR. GOODWYN:  West (phonetic) Harper.

9 MR. HARPER:  I am West Harper, H-a-r-p-e-r. 

10 THE COURT:  Yes, sir. 

11 MR. HARPER:  I know him as James and he's worked

12 for me a bunch of years.  Always been dependable,

13 always been on time, willing to do anything I need

14 him to do.  He's a big asset to the company and I

15 hope you'll show some leniency.  

16 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  You have anything

17 to say?  Do you want to speak on that?

18 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, Your Honor.  

19 THE COURT:  Go ahead.

20 MR. GOODWYN:  Yes, sir.  First, I would like --

21 like to echo what his friends have said about him. 

22 That's -- that's -- that's 

23 his -- from his character.  I mean, the report you

24 have about his competency goes and shows his most

25 recent IQ test shows a full scale IQ of 75.  He is
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1 obviously low IQ and as, you know, as -- as they

2 described, he's the one being taken advantage of most

3 of his life because of that.  He actually -- you

4 know, when he was originally charged with these

5 charges, he spent three months in jail before he

6 finally made bond.  And it was a very difficult time. 

7 People were taking advantage of him to the point

8 where they had -- they had to isolate him in the --

9 in the jail just to keep people from taking advantage

10 of him.

11 He has a clean record other than, I think, 

12 the -- a shoplifting charge, a misdemeanor

13 shoplifting charge from 20 years ago.  He's a -- you

14 know, given the difficulties he's had -- he's had in

15 his life, he's really been remarkably clean.  I

16 wanted to speak a little bit about this -- the -- the

17 history of this case.  As you know, it's a 13 --

18 14-year-old case now, very old.  It was reported back

19 when -- around when it happened.  The -- another

20 investigator was apologizing for the former

21 investigators for not following up.  You know, there

22 are a lot of facts that you didn't hear about

23 everything that was going on at the time.  

24 At one point, Mr. Pratt had actually called the

25 police on their grandfather, Bobby Burton (phonetic),
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1 who was ultimately charged with a similar crime and

2 convicted.  He's -- he's passed away now, but these

3 girls have had -- or at least alleged, and -- and had

4 multiple instances of abuse.  And so, any effects

5 that they have today aren't necessarily from anything

6 that Mr. Pratt did alone.  They have had multiple

7 issues in -- in their -- in their life that have led

8 to the point as to where they are now.  

9 I would -- I do want to raise this issue. 

10 During the negotiation, we -- we negotiated a -- 

11 basically a non-negotiated plea.  No -- no jail

12 sentence and a promise was no recommendation from the

13 State.  But the investigator got there and

14 recommended the max sentence.  I'm -- I'm asking that

15 the State to reiterate our agreement that there would

16 be no recommendation from the State.  

17 MS. PATTERSON:  Yeah.  This is a straight up

18 plea. 

19 MR. GOODWYN:  Well, I understand, but you can

20 recommend something.  You promised no recommendation,

21 although your investigator got there and recommended

22 it. 

23 MS. PATTERSON:  That's not a recommendation from

24 my office.  I think, Judge, if you [inaudible]. 

25 MR. GOODWYN:  Okay.  All right.  Fair enough.  
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1 Your Honor, I would like to pass up the -- an

2 evaluation we have with Dr. Geoffrey McKee. 

3 THE COURT:  Yes, sir. 

4 MR. GOODWYN:  Dr. McKee goes into the -- the

5 likelihood of recidivism and this -- this likelihood

6 of success on probation.  There's a lot -- a number

7 of different guidelines and -- and screen tools that

8 are used.  He comes in at low to moderate on --

9 firstly all of them.  He stands a 77 percent chance

10 of success on -- on probation based on his

11 assessment.  So, I think he's a -- I think he's a

12 good candidate for -- for a probationary sentence. 

13 Given the -- the time that he's been out, and he's

14 been on -- he's been out on bond for five years here. 

15 He's been checking in every week with his -- with his

16 bondsman.  His bondsman was even offered to act as a

17 probation agent for him if he get --  he gets out. 

18 So, he's -- he's ready to go there.  

19 I mean, this -- as I said, it's been a very,

20 very long time.  I think there's been a reason it's

21 been a long time because there were some issues with

22 this case when it was first reported that they 

23 didn't -- they didn't feel there was enough to let go

24 on.  But other than that, Your Honor, that's what I

25 reiterate.  He does have a -- he does have a clean
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1 record, no felonies, it's a minor shoplifting charge.

2 And he's been a very good citizen for a -- a long

3 time.  And he's asking for a probationary sentence,

4 whatever amount of time you want, because he's

5 absolutely confident nothing's going to happen. 

6 THE COURT:  Thank you.

7 MR. GOODWYN:  Thank you.

8 THE COURT:  Did you want to say anything, 

9 Mr. Pratt? 

10 MR. PRATT:  I just want to know if I can get

11 probation for this.  I mean, it's been a long time.

12 I've been through five judges.  I think he's the

13 fifth judge for all this.  And every judge I went to,

14 they really don't know what to do.  And they keep

15 pinning you and stuff.  I ain't been in no trouble. 

16 I work all the time.  I've got a little speech

17 problem, besides that.  And I take care of Dale, and

18 I take care of 17 cats.  I really don't have time to

19 go out and do anything or hang out with anybody.  I

20 just choose not to do that.  

21 THE COURT:  Okay.  

22 MR. PRATT:  I don't go to bars.  I don't go to

23 clubs.  I don't go anywhere except to work and home.

24 I was -- I just ask nicely, be lenient toward me.   I

25 appreciate it.  Thank you.
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1 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  Anything else in

2 the State? 

3 MS. PATTERSON:  No, sir, Your Honor. 

4 THE COURT:  All right.  So, how much time is he

5 entitled to for credit? 

6 MR. GOODWYN:  I -- I have about three months.  I

7 don't have the exact number of days.  I think where

8 the --- 

9 THE COURT:  While she's looking at that, 

10 Mr. Goodwyn, what -- when he was out on bond, did he

11 have electronic monitoring? 

12 MR. GOODWYN:  He was supposed to, but they

13 didn't -- they haven't -- you -- you don't have an

14 ankle monitor? 

15 MR. PRATT:  No. 

16 MR. GOODWYN:  He never has. 

17 MR. PRATT:  They -- when I -- may I speak?

18 MR. GOODWYN:  I don't know why.

19 THE COURT:  Sure.

20 MR. PRATT:  When I was in jail, when I got out

21 on bond, they told me I would have to wear an ankle

22 monitor until I go to court and get this done over

23 with.  Well, the lady who bond me out, she got fired. 

24 She was doing something wrong.  And then, I told to

25 the other guy, and he said, "Everything's fine.  You
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1 don't need no ankle monitor, you're doing good."  And

2 basically, I was supposed to have an ankle monitor.

3 THE COURT:  But it -- it just never happened? 

4 MR. PRATT:  Never happened for whatever reason. 

5 I mean, if I was a bad -- bad person, I think they

6 would have done something a long time ago.  

7 THE COURT:  The reason I'm asking is to

8 determine under certain circumstances if a person

9 wearing electronic monitoring, they can get credit

10 for that time if they're in the house arrest.  But

11 you're not going to get any credit for that. 

12 MR. PATTERSON:  And, Your Honor, our records

13 show Mr. Pratt did three months and one day.  He

14 bonded out on May 29th of 2020 after being arrested

15 on February 28th of 2020.

16 THE COURT:  The bonded out May '20. 

17 MR. GOODWYN:  Ninety-one days, is that what you

18 got? 

19 MS. PATTERSON:  I don't know, yeah, about 91

20 days. 

21 MR. GOODWYN:  Okay.  It might be 92.  So -- so,

22 there's a 31-day month.  It could be 92. 

23 THE COURT:  All right.  These -- these

24 indictment numbers.  The incest indictment is 

25 2020-GS-32-02711.  It was true-billed in February of
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1 2025.  Is it supposed to be a 2020 indictment? 

2 MS. PATTERSON:  Your -- Your Honor, with our new

3 case management system, I'm not sure how these

4 numbers were generated to tell you the truth. 

5 THE COURT:  Okay.  Well, on the sentencing

6 sheets on 20 -- 209, y'all got 2020, the indictment

7 is 2025.  So, I'm going to change that. 

8 MS. PATTERSON:  Yes, sir. 

9 MR. GOODWYN:  Okay.

10 MS. PATTERSON:  Thank you.  

11 THE COURT:  Now, the arrest warrant is from

12 2020. 

13 MS. PATTERSON:  Yes, sir. 

14 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Mr. Pratt, if you

15 wish to appeal anything from this proceeding, it has

16 to be done in writing.  There's a very short time

17 window.  So, if -- if you have any idea at all that

18 you may want to appeal anything from this, you have

19 to tell your lawyer to file the written appeal right

20 away.  You understand? 

21 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

22 THE COURT:  If you can't afford a lawyer for the

23 appeal, you -- you can apply for someone to assist

24 you through the South Carolina Office of Appellate

25 Defense.  You understand that? 
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1 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT:  I'm going to make Dr. McKee's report

3 part of the record that your lawyer handed up.  It's

4 the Court's Exhibit.  I learned a long time ago not

5 to try to explain why a sentence and not to say too

6 much.  You folks don't want to hear me pontificate. 

7 I've taken into consideration the things your

8 lawyer's done.  He appears to have done an excellent

9 job.  He's brought some really fine people in here to

10 speak on your behalf.  And you have a lot of

11 redeeming qualities, but what you did was horrendous. 

12 The sentence of the court on 

13 2025-GS-32-00209 is that you be committed to the

14 South Carolina Department of Corrections for a period

15 of 10 years plus cost of assessments.  

16 The sentence is consecutive to indictment 

17 2020-GS-32-02711.  You're given credit on 209 to 91

18 days served.  You're placed on the sex offender

19 registry.  And this is a violent felony which

20 requires that you lose your ability to possess or

21 deal with guns and ammunition.  On indictment 

22 2020-GS-32-02711, the sentence is 10 years

23 consecutive.  Sex offender registry is ordered.  You

24 understand? 

25 MR. PRATT:  Yes, sir.
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1 THE COURT:  Thank you very much.

2 MR. GOODWYN:  Thank you, Your Honor.

3
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