




RECEIVED 

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA FEB 26 2026 

In The Court of Appeals SC Court of Appeals 

APPEAL FROM THE CIRCUIT COURT COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD 
Court of Common Pleas 

Hon, Brian M. Gibbons Magistrate Judge 

Circuit Court Appellate Case No. 2025CP2000274 

Estate of Robert E. Powers Jr., Jennifer D. Powers, Personal 
Representative .......................................................... Appellant, 

V. 

The Hon. Bradley Caulder as an individual, Law Office of Barbara E. 
Brunson, as guardian ad litem for Robert Edward Powers, Jr., 
Barbara Brunson, individual, Family Services, Inc., d/b / a Origin 
SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Caprice Atterbury, as 
an individual, Traci Strickland, as an individual, Leslie P. Taylor, as 
Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, individual, 
Attorney Brian Dumas, individual, and Attorney Brandon Keith 
Poston, individual ...................................................... Respondents. 

Submitted: February 6. :?026 Decided: January 30, 2026, 

EX-PARTE APPELLANT MOTION REQUESTING PERMISSION 
TO FILE AMENDED NOTICE OF APPEAL 

COME NOW, Pursuant to Rule 240, SCACR, appellant Jennifer D. 

Powers hereinafter "The"), Appellants, pro se ("POWERS"), moves the 

court in the above captioned proceedings; respectfully requests the 

Court allow the filing of the Appellant, EX-PARTE APPELLANT 

MOTION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO FILE AMENDED NOTICE 
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OF APPEAL, in lieu of the original Notice of Appeal. In support of 

his/her motion, Appellant shows unto the Court: 

COME NOW, Pursuant to Rule 240, SCACR, appellant Jennifer D. 

Powers Hereinafter "The"); Appellants, pro se ("POWERS") moves to 

amend their Notice of Appeal and moves for no extension of time in 

which to serve and file appellant Amended Notice of Appeal "To all 

parties of record" On Judgment Order entered on January 30, 2026, 

by Hon, Brian M. Gibbons Magistrate Judge/ Attorney Bar# 65091, 

Circuit Court Appellate Case No. 2025CP2000275, by granting the 

Defendants motion to dismiss and by dismissing Plaintiffs in this 

action as states: 

1. That we are proceeding in a court of Constitutional Due Process

under Article Ill of the Constitution of the United States for America, 

and the common law 

2. Pursuant to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 15(a) and 15(a)(l),

Rule 15(a)(2), the Appellants hereby submit this Motion to File their 

Amended Complaint. The Appellant don't seek leave to Amend Their 

complaint, this motion is timely for having been filed by the 

Appellants on February 6, 2026, the Appellants Notice of Appeal of 
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Appellant, the Incoming (Notice of Appeal of Appellant) As requested 

by this Court on February 6, 2026, 

3. on February 9, 2026, On February 23, 2026 Appellate received

a letter from JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS CLERK, CATHERINE S. HARRISON

CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK as followed: Re: Estate of Robert E. Powers Jr. v. 

The Hon. Bradley Caulder Appellate Case No. 2026-000263, Dear 

Ms. Powers: The Court received multiple notices of appeal in this 

case. The notices of appeal have been consolidated for consideration 

by the Court, and we anticipate receiving one record on appeal. The 

times for perfecting the appeal will run from the date of service of the 

last notice of appeal. Exhibit A 

4. on February 19, 2026, Appellate filed her amended notices of

appeal. 

5. On February 23, 2026 Appellate received a letter from JENNY

ABBOTT KITCHINGS CLERK, CATHERINE S. HARRISON CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK 

as followed: Re: Estate of Robert E. Powers Jr. v. The Hon. Bradley 

Caulder Appellate Case No. 2026-000263, Dear Ms. Powers: The 

Court has received your amended notices of appeal. If you wish to 

amend your notices of appeal, you must file a motion pursuant to 

Rule 240, South Carolina Appellate Court Rules. Exhibit B 
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6. The amended Motion is accompanied by EX-PARTE APPELLANT

MOTION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO FILE AMENDED NOTICE 

OF APPEAL 

7. The Rules provide that "leave to amend shall be freely

given when justice so requires." FED.R.CIV. P. 15(a). And given 

that This motion is timely, and discovery is just beginning, there 

will be no prejudice to the current Respondent. As such, the 

Appellants respectfully request that the Court grant this motion to 

amend, and direct clerk to file the attached Second Amended 

brief. 

8. Appellants of their right to file an amended complaint

under Rule 15. If in conflict, the Local Rule must yield to the 

federal rule, here Rule 15. [ See Colgrove v. Battin, 413 U.S. 149, 

1618 (1973). 

9. that Rule 15 confers a "right" to amend upon parties.

See Lacey v. Maricopa Cty., 693 F.3d 896, 927 (9th Cir. 2012), 

parties have twenty-one days "to amend as of right"); Rick-Mik 

Enters., Inc. v. Equion Enters. LLC, 532 F.3d 963, 977 (9th Cir. 

2008), explaining in amendment context that until a responsive 
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pleading is filed or a final judgment of the case is entered, the 

Appellants had an absolute right to amend"); Shaver v. Operating 

Eng'rs Local 428 Pension Trust Fund, 332 F.3d 1198, 1201 (9th 

Cir. 2003) (before a responsive pleading was filed and before the 

case was dismissed, the Appellants "had an absolute right to 

amend their complaint"); Sanford v. Motts, 258 F.3d 1117, 1120 

(9th Cir. 2001) ([Rule 15(a)] "gives an Appellants one opportunity 

to amend as of right. 

10. pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 15(a), to

seek leave of court before filing his Second Amended Complaint. 

The panel held that Rule 15(a) does not impose any particular 

timing mechanism governing the order in which amendments 

must be made. Because plaintiff's First Amended Complaint, filed 

with consent of the opposing party, complied with Rule 15(a)(2) 

as an "Other amendment," Appellants was permitted to file a 

timely Second Amended Complaint "as a matter of course" under 

Rule 15(a)(l), without seeking leave of court. Accordingly, 

RAMIREZ V. CTY. OF SAN BERNARDINO. 

11. The appellant's initial notices of appeal were presently due

to· be filed No Later Than February 6, 2026, Notice of Appeal (Civil) 
6 



12. on February 19, 2026, Appellate filed her amended notices

of appeal. 

13. Pursuant to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 15(a) and

15(a)(l), and 15(a)(2). And given that this motion is timely, the 

Appellants hereby submit this Motion to File their Amended 

Complaint. The Appellants don't seek leave to amend her 

complaint because the consent of all adverse parties was 

Pursuant to Rule 240, SCACR, and Pursuant to Federal Rules of 

Civil Procedure 15(a) and 15(a)(l), the Appellants hereby submit 

this Motion to File their Amended Complaint. The Appellants 

don't seek leave to amend Their complaint, as such, the 

Appellants respectfully request that the Court grant this motion 

to amend, and direct clerk to file the attached Amended EX-PARTE 

APPELLANT MOTION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO FILE 

AMENDED NOTICE OF APPEAL of the Appellants, 

1. Attached hereto is the Official Receipt for the payment of the Appeal Fee

For Case No. 2025CP2000274, the Date February 6, 2026, (See Exhibit C, 

2. Attached hereto is the Official Receipt for the payment of the Appeal Fee

For Case o. 2025CP2000275, the Date February 6, 2026, (See Exhibit D, 

14. The appellant Jennifer D. Powers, highly respect this
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honorable Court, the appellant Jennifer D. Powers, is requesting this 

honorable to keep these cases separated Because on remanded from 

The Hon, Brian M. Gibbons Magistrate Judge, The Hon. Bradley 

Caulder Have two different Orders from the Probate Court. 

15. Rule 15(a) provides: (1) Amending as a Matter of Course. A

party may amend its pleading once as a matter of course, within: 

(A)21 days after serving it,

16. In view thereof, APPELLANT most respectfully manifests

sincerity and veracity in the relief prayed for herein and that the 

same is not in any way in tended to delay the proceedings Thereof. 

PRAYER 
WHEREFORE, it is most respectfully prayed of this Honorable Court 

that APPELLANTS be given No extra time because the on February 

19, 2026, Appellate filed her amended notices of appeal within which 

file and submit APPELLANT Amended Notice of Appeal APPELLANT 

pray for such other reliefs as may be just and equitable in the 

prennses. 

Greetings! 

Please take notice that the APPELLANT, appellant Jennifer D. 

Powers hereinafter "The"), pro s e ,  APPELLANT is submitting the 

foregoing EX-PARTE APPELLANT MOTION REQUESTING 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy ofmy EX-PARTE APPELLA T 

MOTIO REQUESTING PERMISSION TO FILE AMENDED NOTICE OF 

APPEAL, the APPELLANT Amended Notice of Appeal will be sent by regular to 

File APPELLANT Amended otice of Appeal will be sent by regular U.S. Mail to 

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals Post 

Office Box 11629 Columbia, South Carolina 29211, And by regular U.S. Mail to all 

parties of Record by Hand Delivery 

The Hon. Brian M. Gibbons 
140 Main St. 
Chester, SC 29706 
Office: (803) 581-4115 
Fax: (803) 581-3253 
bgibbonssc@sccourts.org 

The Hon. Dorothy Boyd Belton 
Fairfield County Clerk of Court 
PO Drawer 299 
Winnsboro, SC 29180-0299 

Brian Dumas, Attorney LLC 
718 Clemson Road 
Columbia, SC 29229 
Office: (803) 699-4996 
Fax: (803) 699-4995 
brian@briandumasattorney.com 

Mr. Brandon Keith Poston 
Bar Number: 78397 
County: Richland 
U.S. Department of Justice 
1835 Assembly Street 
Suite 953 
Columbia, SC 29201 
Office: (803) 765-5218 
keith.poston@usdoj.gov 

Ms. Barbara Ellen Brunson 
Bar Number: 12940 

County: Richland 

Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson 
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3614 Landmark Drive, Suite B 
Columbia, SC 29204 
Office: (803) 799-0425 
barbara@brunsonlawsc.com 

Family Services, Inc. DBA Origin SC 
ATIN: Mrs. Caprice Atterbury, CEO

ATIN: Ms. Tracy Strickland, Director 
8084 Rivers Ave. Suite 100 
N. Charleston, SC 29410 USA
Phone: 843.628.3000
Fax: 843.574.8598

The Hon. Bradley Caulder 
Probate Court Judge, Fairfield County. 
260 Bratton St 
Winnsboro, SC 29180 
Office: (803) 712-6519 Ext: 0000 
Fax: (803) 712-6939 

Leslie P. Taylor 
831 Williams Circle 
West Columbia, 
South Carolina 29172 

NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH LLP 

By: Isl Matt Abee 
Matthew A. Abee, SC Bar No. IO 1100 
E-Mail: mall.abee@nclso1unul I ins.corn
Connor T. Jasso, SC Bur No. I 05190
E-Mai I: connor.jasso@nelsonm ul I ins.com
1320 Main Street / 17th Floor

Post Office Box 11070(29211-1070)
Columbia, South Carolina 2920 I
803. 799 2000

Allorneys/or Keith Poston

GALLIVAN WHITE & BOYD P.A. 
John E. Cuttino (SC Bar 1519). 
1201 Main Street - Suite 1200 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803)724-1714
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EXHIBIT-A 

(The South Carolina Court of Appeals) 
February 9, 2026 
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EXHIBIT-B 

(The South Carolina Court of Appeals) 
February 19, 2026 
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EXHIBIT-D 

Official Receipt for the payment of the Appeal Fee 

For Case No. 2025CP2000275, the Date February 6, 2026 
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RECEIVED 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA FEB 26 2026 

In The C?urt of Appeals 
SC Court of AppealsAPPEAL FROM THE CIRCUIT COURT COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD Court of Common Pleas 

Hon, Brian M. Gibbons Magistrate Judge 
Circuit Court Appellate Case No. 2025CP2000274 

Estate of Robert E. Powers Jr., Jennifer D. Powers, Personal Representative .......................................................... Appellant, 
V. The Hon. Bradley Caulder as an individual, Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson, as guardian ad litem for Robert Edward Powers, Jr., Barbara Brunson, individual, Family Services, Inc., d/b / a Origin SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Caprice Atterbury, as an individual, Traci Strickland, as an individual, Leslie P. Taylor, as Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, individual, Attorney Brian Dumas, individual, and Attorney Brandon Keith Poston, individual ...................................................... Respondents. 

Submitted: February 6. 2026 Decided: January 30, 2026, 
PROOF OF SERVICE 

I certify that I have served the EX-PARTE APPELLANT MOTION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO

FILE AMENDED NOTICE OF APPEAL, on Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson 3614 

Landmark Drive, Suite B Columbia, SC 29204 by Depositing a copy of it in the 
United States Mail, postage prepaid, on February 25th, 2026, address Law Office 

of Barbara E. Brunson 3614 Landmark Drive, Suite B Columbia, SC 29204 by 

delivering a copy of it to her, at her 3614 Landmark Drive, Suite B Columbia, SC 
29204 •Respectfully subm�bruary 2026

�fer D. Powers 708 Chester Street Columbia, South Carolina 29201 (803)381-1031Jdpowers 103 l(a),yahoo.com
Appellent Pro Se litigants 
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