State of South Carolina
Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services

HENRY McMASTER JAKE GADSDEN, JR.
Governor Director
293 GREYSTONE BLVD
POST OFFICE BOX 207
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29202

Telephone: (803) 734-9220

Facsimile: (803) 734-9440
www.dppps.sc.gov/

February 23, 2026

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings

South Carolina Court of Appeals Clerk
P. 0. Box 11629 RECEIVE]D)

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

FEB 27 2026
RE: The State v. John McLaughlin, II
e S SC Court of Appeals

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

I am in receipt of the Anders Brief of Appellant and Petition to be Relieved as Counsel in the above
captioned case which has been filed pursuant to the procedure set forth in Anders v. State, 386
U.S. 738 (1967). Please accept this letter in lieu of a formal return in the above-captioned case.
The Respondent has no objection to the Appellant’s filing of an Anders Brief, and furthermore,
the Respondent has no objection to the Petition to be Relieved as Counsel.

If there are any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.

-
-

Sincerely, /,

Matthew C. Buchanan
General Counsel

MCB:dn

cc: W. Chandler Norville, Appellate Defender
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