
From: Casey, Carol
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: McDonald, Andi; Walden, Andrew; D"Andrea, Jordyn; toddhess@biziplaw.com
Subject: Appellate Case No. 2025-002136 Shelter, LLC et al., Respondents, v. Design Gaps, Inc. et al., Appellants -

Respondent"s Designation of Matter
Date: Monday, February 23, 2026 1:54:38 PM
Attachments: image539792.png
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Respondents" Designation of Matter.pdf
Proof of Service of Respondent"s Designation of Matter.pdf
Proof of Service of Respondent"s Initial Brief.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Attached for filing in the referenced matter, please find the following:
 

1. Respondent’s Designation of Matter;
2. Proof of Service of Respondent’s Designation of Matter; and
3. Proof of Service of Respondent’s Initial Brief.

 
All counsel of record are copied on this email.
 
Kind regards,
Carol Casey
 
 

Carol Casey
Paralegal
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

d:  843-720-4671
m: 843-814-7458
e:  Carol.Casey@wbd-us.com

5 Exchange Street
PO Box 999 (29402)
Charleston, SC 29401

womblebonddickinson.com

Signature for Casey, Carol
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​This email is sent for and on behalf of Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP. Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP is a member of Womble Bond Dickinson
(International) Limited, which consists of independent and autonomous law firms providing services in the US, the UK, and elsewhere around the
world. Each Womble Bond Dickinson entity is a separate legal entity and is not responsible for the acts or omissions of, nor can bind or obligate,
another Womble Bond Dickinson entity. Womble Bond Dickinson (International) Limited does not practice law. Please see
www.womblebonddickinson.com/us/legal-notice for further details.
Disclaimer for Casey, Carol

​​​​

mailto:Carol.Casey@wbd-us.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:Andi.McDonald@wbd-us.com
mailto:Andrew.Walden@wbd-us.com
mailto:Jordyn.DAndrea@wbd-us.com
mailto:toddhess@biziplaw.com
tel:843-720-4671
tel:843-814-7458
mailto:Carol.Casey@wbd-us.com
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.womblebonddickinson.com/___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjRjYmYxOTdmMDJhMjZhNWU0ZmE2NGJiYjNjMTE3YTdiOjc6Y2U5YTo1NDVjZDJlYzc0YWFkYmJiNzBmOThhY2EzMmM4Yzc3NDcxMTcwNDRkY2I2MzAxYWI5MDA1NmY2YjgwMWJmYzE4Omg6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://womblebonddickinson.com/___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjRjYmYxOTdmMDJhMjZhNWU0ZmE2NGJiYjNjMTE3YTdiOjc6ODhjNDoxYzM4OTViZGFhZjc5NTJkZDQxYzU4NDBhY2RkZDdhNmZkNGZhOTFlZmQwY2ExNjZiYTExYzMyY2JlNjc1ODM3Omg6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.linkedin.com/company/womble-bond-dickinson-us-llp/___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjRjYmYxOTdmMDJhMjZhNWU0ZmE2NGJiYjNjMTE3YTdiOjc6ZGI3NToxMmVhM2U4ZTc5MjZiMDMxOWFjODUyOWJiMzA2ZTE1MDU5YjBkMzU1ZTc1M2ZhNTQ2OGQwY2M3MzJkNTc2N2QyOmg6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.facebook.com/WombleBondDickinsonLaw___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjRjYmYxOTdmMDJhMjZhNWU0ZmE2NGJiYjNjMTE3YTdiOjc6N2NhZTo4ZDc0NTI3MWIyMDRjMzk2YWE0MjkxNDE4ZjQyNzdlYmI1ZDU0MjdlNWVjYmE3MDI3MTVkNTc4MGZiMDVmMmZhOmg6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.womblebonddickinson.com/us/legal-notice___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjRjYmYxOTdmMDJhMjZhNWU0ZmE2NGJiYjNjMTE3YTdiOjc6MjMzZTo0MjhlYTk5ZjMxNTM0YjYxNDRjOWVjYWRkMGZmYjA5YjUyNzFmMjEyOTMwNWQ2NDNiOWFiZmRkMzY1NTJmZDNhOmg6VDpO

WOMBLE
BOND
DICKINSON














1 
 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


_______________ 
 


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
The Honorable G.D. Morgan, Jr. 


Circuit Court Judge 
_______________ 


  
Appellate Case No. 2025-002136 


Circuit Case No. 2025-CP-10-01835 
_______________ 


 
Shelter, LLC, Jason Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith ......................  Respondents, 


 v.  


Design Gaps, Inc., David Glover, and Eva Glover ............................  Appellants. 


_____________________ 
 


RESPONDENTS’ DESIGNATION OF MATTER 
_____________________ 


 
WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON (US) LLP 


 
R. Andrew Walden, S.C. Bar No. 101004 


Andrea L. McDonald, S.C. Bar No. 105308 
Jordyn N. D’Andrea, S.C. Bar No. 104953 


 
5 Exchange Street 


P.O. Box 999 
Charleston, South Carolina 29401 


T: (843)722-3400 
Andrew.Walden@wbd-us.com 
Andi.McDonald@wbd-us.com 
Jordyn.DAndrea@wbd-us.com 


 
Attorneys for Respondents Shelter, LLC, Jason Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith 
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Pursuant to Rule 209, SCACR, Respondents Shelter, LLC, Jason Highsmith, and Kacie 


Highsmith, designate the following materials for inclusion in the record on appeal: 


ORDERS 


1.  Order Confirming Arbitration Award (August 29, 2025). 


2. Form 4 Order, Statement of Judgment (October 3, 2025). 


PLEADINGS & MOTIONS 


3. Petition for Order Confirming Arbitration Award (April 2, 2025).  
 


4. Amended Petition for Order Confirming Arbitration Award (April 9, 2025).  
 


5. Memorandum in Support of Petition for Order Confirming Arbitration Award (August 28, 
2025). 
 


6. Notice and Motion for Vacatur of Arbitration Award (April 9, 2025). 
 


7. Memorandum in Support of Motion for Vacatur and Opposition to Petition for Order 
Confirming Arbitration Award (August 28, 2025). 


SUPPORTING EXHIBITS 


8. Arbitrator’s Final Award (October 7, 2022). 
 


9. Arbitrator’s Interim Order on Motion to Join and Amend Counterclaim (April 20, 2022). 
 


10. Highsmiths and Design Gaps’ Contract (August 18, 2020). 
 


11. Shelter and Design Gaps’ Contract (September 6, 2020). 
 


12. Shelter and Highsmiths’ Demand for Arbitration (July 20, 2021).  
 


13. Emails Selecting Arbitrator (August 25, 2021). 
 


14. David Glover Email with Copyright Registration (April 13, 2022).  
 


15. Design Gaps’ Memorandum in Support of Counterclaims (April 18, 2022). 
 


16. R. Andrew Walden’s Email to Arbitrator (June 20, 2022). 
 


17. Bryan Reiss Deposition Testimony, 120:6–24 (March 10, 2022). 
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HEARINGS 


18. Hearing Tr., 13:25–15:12 (September 4, 2025). 


OTHER MATERIALS 


19. Design Gaps, Inc, David Glover, and Eva Glover’s Petition for Vacatur of Arbitration 
Award (D.S.C. December 29, 2022). 


 
20. Shelter, LLC, Jason Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith’s Application for Confirmation of 


Arbitration Award and Memorandum in Support (D.S.C. February 28, 2022).  
 


21. District Court Order & Opinion Confirming Arbitration Award (May 19, 2023).  
 


22. District Court Order & Opinion Awarding Attorneys’ Fees (June 9, 2023). 
 


23. District Court Order & Judgment (April 2, 2025). 
 


24. Fourth Circuit Order dated March 3, 2025, No. 23-1729, also available at Design Gaps, 
Inc. v. Shelter, LLC, 130 F.4th 143 (4th Cir. 2025).   


 
25. Fourth Circuit Order dated December 5, 2025, No. 24-1860, also available at Design Gaps 


v. Distinctive Design & Constr. LLC, 162 F.4th 452, 468 (4th Cir. 2025).  
 


Pursuant to Rule 209(c), SCACR, the undersigned certifies that this designation contains 


no matter which is irrelevant to this appeal. Respondents reserve the right to rely on any matter 


designated by any other party to this appeal.  


February 23, 2026 
WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON (US) LLP 


 
  s/ Andrea L. McDonald   
R. Andrew Walden (SC Bar No. 101004) 
Andrea L. McDonald (SC Bar No. 105308) 
Jordyn D’Andrea (SC Bar No. 104953) 
P.O. Box 999 (29402) 
5 Exchange Street 
Charleston, SC 29401 
843-722-3400 
Andrew.Walden@wbd-us.com 
Andi.McDonald@wbd-us.com 
Jordyn.DAndrea@wbd-us.com  


 
 Attorneys for Respondents Shelter, LLC, Jason 
Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith 












THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


_______________ 
 


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
The Honorable G.D. Morgan, Jr. 


Circuit Court Judge 
_______________ 


  
Appellate Case No. 2025-002136 


Circuit Case No. 2025-CP-10-01835 
_______________ 


 
Shelter, LLC, Jason Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith ......................  Respondents, 


 v.  


Design Gaps, Inc., David Glover, and Eva Glover ............................  Appellants. 


_____________________ 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE OF RESPONDENT’S DESIGNATION OF MATTER 
_____________________ 


 
I, Andrea L. McDonald, certify that I have served RESPONDENT’S DESIGNATION 


OF MATTER on all other parties to this matter via electronic mail on February 23, 2026, 
addressed to their attorney of record as follows, as evidenced by Exhibit “A” attached hereto:  


 
Todd M. Hess  
HESS LAW, PLLC  
308 Givens Street  
Waxhaw, NC 28173  
toddhess@biziplaw.com 
 Attorney for Appellants 
 
 
 


WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON (US) LLP 
 
s/Andrea L. McDonald 
Andrea L. McDonald, S.C. Bar No. 105308 
5 Exchange Street 
P.O. Box 999 
Charleston, South Carolina 29401 
T: (843)722-3400 
Andi.McDonald@wbd-us.com 
Attorneys for Respondents Shelter, LLC, 
Jason Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith 


 
February 23, 2026 
Charleston, South Carolina 
 


 
 







EXHIBIT “A” 







From: Casey, Carol
To: "toddhess@biziplaw.com"
Cc: McDonald, Andi; Walden, Andrew
Subject: Shelter, LLC, et. al v. Design Gaps, Inc.. et al. Appellate Case No. 2025-002136 - Respondent"s Designation of


Matter
Date: Monday, February 23, 2026 1:38:29 PM
Attachments: Respondents" Designation of Matter.pdf


Attached for service, please find Respondent’s Designation of Matter in the referenced
appeal.
 
Kind regards,
Carol
 
 





		Proof of Service - Respondents Designation of Matter 4938-1334-3633 v.pdf

		Shelter, LLC, et. al  v. Design Gaps, Inc.. et al.  Appellate Case No. 2025-002136 - Respondent's Designation of Matter.pdf










THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


_______________ 
 


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


 
The Honorable G.D. Morgan, Jr. 


Circuit Court Judge 
_______________ 


  
Appellate Case No. 2025-002136 


Circuit Case No. 2025-CP-10-01835 
_______________ 


 
Shelter, LLC, Jason Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith ......................  Respondents, 


 v.  


Design Gaps, Inc., David Glover, and Eva Glover ............................  Appellants. 


_____________________ 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE OF RESPONDENT’S INITIAL BRIEF 
_____________________ 


 
I, Andrea L. McDonald, certify that I have served RESPONDENT’S INITIAL BRIEF 


on all other parties to this matter via electronic mail on February 20, 2026, addressed to their 
attorney of record as follows, as evidenced by Exhibit “A” attached hereto:  


 
Todd M. Hess  
HESS LAW, PLLC  
308 Givens Street  
Waxhaw, NC 28173  
toddhess@biziplaw.com 
 Attorney for Appellants 
 
 
 


WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON (US) LLP 
 
s/Andrea L. McDonald 
Andrea L. McDonald, S.C. Bar No. 105308 
5 Exchange Street 
P.O. Box 999 
Charleston, South Carolina 29401 
T: (843)722-3400 
Andi.McDonald@wbd-us.com 
Attorneys for Respondents Shelter, LLC, 
Jason Highsmith, and Kacie Highsmith 


 
February 23, 2026 
Charleston, South Carolina 
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From: McDonald, Andi
To: ctappfilings@sccourts.org
Cc: Todd Hess; Walden, Andrew
Subject: Appellate Case No. 2025-002136 Shelter, LLC et al., Respondents, v. Design Gaps, Inc. et al., Appellants
Date: Friday, February 20, 2026 5:27:55 PM
Attachments: image522951.png


image919550.png
image014953.png
Respondents" Initial Brief (2.20.2026) (4913-6566-8241.1).pdf


Good afternoon,
 
Please find enclosed the Respondents’ Initial Brief in the above-referenced appeal.
 
 
Best regards,
Andi


Andi McDonald
Associate
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP


d:  843-720-4677
m: 920-883-6365
e:  Andi.McDonald@wbd-us.com


5 Exchange Street
PO Box 999 (29402)
Charleston, SC 29401


Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP Logo


womblebonddickinson.com


Signature for McDonald, Andi
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​This email is sent for and on behalf of Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP. Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP is a member of Womble Bond Dickinson
(International) Limited, which consists of independent and autonomous law firms providing services in the US, the UK, and elsewhere around the
world. Each Womble Bond Dickinson entity is a separate legal entity and is not responsible for the acts or omissions of, nor can bind or obligate,
another Womble Bond Dickinson entity. Womble Bond Dickinson (International) Limited does not practice law. Please see
www.womblebonddickinson.com/us/legal-notice for further details.
Disclaimer for McDonald, Andi
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