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 1            IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
          FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


 2                  BEAUFORT COUNTY


 3


BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORPORATION,
 4


 5               Plaintiff,


 6


         vs.           CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-00804
 7


 8 MARTIN GOVAN,


 9


              Defendant.
10 ______________________________________


11 MARTIN GOVAN,


12


              Third-Party Plaintiff,
13


14          vs.


15


CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE,
16


17               Third-Party Defendants.
_________________________________________


18


19 BEFORE THE
HONORABLE:        JAMES J. WEGMANN


20


21 DATE:             DECEMBER 1, 2025


22


TIME:             2:10 P.M.
23


24 LOCATION:         BEAUFORT COUNTY COURTHOUSE
                  MASTER-IN-EQUITY


25                   BEAUFORT, SC
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 1                A P P E A R A N C E S


 2


 3 ON BEHALF OF MARVIN GOVAN:


 4               CARR LEGAL GROUP
              BY:  PATRICK W. CARR


 5               1 CORPUS CHRISTI PLACE
              UNIT 113


 6               HILTON HEAD, SC 29928


 7


GERALDINE WHITE, PRO SE:
 8


              GERALDINE WHITE, PRO SE
 9               141 LAMAR DRIVE


              UNIT A3
10               HILTON HEAD, SC 29926


              (843) 681-3947
11


12 ALSO PRESENT:


13


              KARA S. GREVEY (VIA VC)
14


15
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22
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 1               THE COURT:  All right.  This is


 2 2018-CP-07-00804.  This is Ms. White's various


 3 motions.  At our last status conference,


 4 Ms. White confirmed that she was proceeding pro


 5 se and that she wished to have these motions


 6 heard.  It was scheduled for today.


 7               I have Ms. White.  I have Mr. Carr


 8 who represents Mr. Govan.  And I have Ms. Grevey


 9 who represents --


10               Both Bowens or just -- which Bowen?


11               MS. GREVEY:  Just John R.C. Bowen.


12               THE COURT:  Okay.


13               MS. GREVEY:  He's -- I don't think


14 he's a defendant in the case.


15               THE COURT:  No, ma'am.  Not in this


16 particular case, so.


17               MS. GREVEY:  Correct.


18               THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. White,


19 these are your motions, so I am happy to hear


20 from you.  I'll remind you that, as we talked in


21 the status conference, there are two case numbers


22 out there.  This is 804, and the prior case


23 number was 793 which this Court doesn't have


24 jurisdiction over and/or can't make rulings on,


25 but you wanted to go forward and so we have
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 1 scheduled it for today.


 2               Case 804 came to me by order of


 3 reference signed by the Honorable Marvin Dukes


 4 and filed September 12th of 2025.


 5               Ms. White, happy to hear from you,


 6 ma'am.  And you can stay seated; that's fine.  I


 7 just ask that you speak up so that the court


 8 reporter can hear you.


 9               MS. WHITE:  Okay.  Thank you.


10               Thank you, Your Honor.  May it


11 please the Court, my name's Geraldine White, and


12 I appear today pro se as a third-party defendant


13 in this matter.  We are here on my consolidated


14 motions asking this court to, number 1, vacate


15 the default judgment entered against me in Case


16 Number 2018-CP-07-00793.


17               Number 2, dismiss all claims


18 against me in Case Number 2018-CP-07-00804.


19               Number 3, reinstate an amount of


20 $15,665.73 wrongfully taken from the sale without


21 any lawful lien.  These requests are based on


22 clear facts, South Carolina law, and undisputed


23 written communications.


24               Number 1, I was never the legal


25 owner of the boat.  South Carolina law requires
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 1 both of the following to establish vessel


 2 ownership:  A valid South Carolina vessel title,


 3 and a valid South Carolina vessel registration


 4 issued by SCDNR.  A bill of sale alone does not


 5 transfer legal ownership of a watercraft.  I have


 6 never held a South Carolina vessel title, a


 7 South Carolina vessel registration, or any


 8 official ownership documents; therefore, under


 9 the South Carolina law, I was never the legal


10 owner of the boat.


11               Number 2, no valid judgment lien


12 ever existed against me.  Beaufort County public


13 records show no judgment was ever filed or index


14 in my name, no lien was ever recorded, and


15 without filing and index and -- no lien can


16 attach.  Despite this, $15,665.73 was taken from


17 a sale as though a lien exists when it absolutely


18 did not.


19               The Plaintiff's LLC was dissolved.


20 Benny Hudson Seafood Corporation, LLC, was


21 dissolved by South Carolina Secretary of State at


22 the relevant time.  A dissolved LLC lacks


23 standing to pursue litigation, enforce claim, or


24 collect money; yet it continued to act as an


25 active plaintiff and receive funds.  Default
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 1 judgment was obtained through fraudulent [sic]


 2 fraud.


 3               When I was first sued, I had


 4 contacted attorney Pat Carr's office for


 5 guidance.  I was told I did not need to attend


 6 the August 21st, 2018, hearing.  I relied on that


 7 instruction.  A fault of judgment was entered the


 8 very next day, August 22nd, 2018.  Then on


 9 October 17th, 2018, two months later, I received


10 a letter from attorney Pat Carr stating I


11 mistakenly assumed the cases were together.  My


12 firm had decided not to represent you.  We find


13 out you have a default judgment.  You need to


14 find new counsel and file a motion to set the


15 default judgment aside.


16               This letter proves the following:


17 I was affirmatively mislead before the hearing.


18 The attorney's office admitted their mistake in


19 writing.  I was prevented from appearing.  And I


20 was not notified of the default until months


21 later.  This is the exact definition of transient


22 fraud and fraud upon the court.


23               The $10,000 claim against me is


24 baseless.  Attorney Pat Carr emailed me directly


25 stating Govan paid $10,000 to Benny Hudson
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 1 Seafood.  This proved that $10,000 was Govan's


 2 personal settlement.  I was not a party to that


 3 agreement.  I owe nothing related to -- to his


 4 statement, and the claim against me is improper


 5 and unsupported.


 6               Release request:  Because I was


 7 never the owner of the boat, no lien ever existed


 8 against me.  The LLC was dissolved.  The default


 9 judgment was obtained through transient fraud.


10 The $10,000 claim is disproven by attorney's own


11 email.  I respectfully request:  Number 1, reopen


12 Case Number 2018-CP-07-00793.  Number 2, vacate


13 the default judgment.  Number 3, dismiss all


14 claim against me in 2018-CP-07-00804.  And,


15 number 4, reinstate me of my $15,665.73 plus


16 interest.


17               Thank you, Your Honor.


18               THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.  Anything


19 else you want to tell me now at this point?


20               MS. WHITE:  No, you have it.


21               THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.


22               Mr. Carr?


23               MR. CARR:  Yes, Your Honor.  Thank


24 you.  May I remain seated?


25               THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  Please.
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 1               MR. CARR:  Okay.  Thank you.


 2               As Your Honor noticed, a lot of the


 3 relief that Ms. White is seeking relates to a


 4 matter that we're not here -- that is not


 5 properly before Your Honor today, the 793 action.


 6 So, you know, with regard to the request to


 7 vacate the default judgment and reimburse the


 8 $15,000-whatever money for -- collected through


 9 some real estate transaction, I believe, or


10 judgment enforcement proceedings in the 793


11 action, those obviously are not properly before


12 the court today.  That matter, as I understand


13 it, has concluded and actually went through an


14 appeals process and was concluded on appeal.


15               With regard to the 804, you know,


16 regardless of the factual disputes, I would


17 obviously give a very different account than


18 Ms. White has recited in terms of how my law firm


19 became involved in representing Mr. Govan.  I do


20 specifically recall Ms. White being at my office


21 that day, but I also specifically recall only


22 receiving one lawsuit, and that was the lawsuit


23 against Govan.  And so I mistakenly concluded


24 that there was only one action pending, only one


25 vessel sunken, and that was the focus of my
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 1 effort.


 2               When I realized sometime later that


 3 there was actually another lawsuit out there


 4 filed by this same plaintiff against another


 5 vessel owner, and that vessel owner ended up


 6 being Ms. White and -- and Craig White, I


 7 obviously immediately wrote to them and told


 8 them, look, you guys -- your interests are not


 9 going to be able to be aligned here.  You're not


10 going to be able to have the same lawyer.  And


11 I've already entered an appearance for Mr. Govan


12 because that was the only suit that I was aware


13 of at that time.


14               So, fast-forward, none of the


15 claims for relief brought by Ms. White at this


16 juncture are timely.  We filed a third-party


17 complaint in the 804 action because, through


18 discovery and evidence revealed in that case, it


19 became very clear that my client's vessel was


20 moored at its normal docking place where they


21 actually had a lease agreement with Benny Hudson


22 and that they could park the vessel there free of


23 charge indefinitely in exchange for a certain


24 poundage of their shrimp catch or shrimp load,


25 and that had been their working agreement for a
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 1 very long time.  And as Hurricane Mathew


 2 approached, the evidence in the case was that


 3 Mr. White, while operating Ms. White's vessel,


 4 specifically asked for permission to tie up at


 5 this same dock and was told, no, don't do that.


 6 You can't park here.  It's not safe.  And they


 7 did it anyway, and they tied it onto the bow of


 8 my client's boat.  And then the marine engineers


 9 involved in the case concluded that that was


10 actually what caused my client's vessel to sink,


11 which also caused damage to the dock and attended


12 structures there owned by Benny Hudson Seafood.


13               So we filed the third-party


14 complaint against them and through, I would


15 argue, a very fortuitous circumstance, we were


16 able to pay a very nominal settlement in light of


17 hundreds of thousands of dollars in claims of


18 lost revenue by this seafood company when we felt


19 good about being able to potentially prevail on


20 the merits at trial.  And as a consequence of


21 that, my client paid a $10,000 settlement rather


22 than try the case.


23               That is the sole relief sought by


24 my client against Ms. White is reimbursement of


25 the 10,000.  We think it's clear that that
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 1 payment would have never been realized but for


 2 the conduct of the White vessel attaching to the


 3 Govan vessel.  But irrespective of that, they


 4 went into default.  I mean, Ms. White did not


 5 timely respond to the third-party party


 6 complaint.  She's in default.  I believe there's


 7 a filing with the court confirming that.  There's


 8 been no motion to set aside or relieve that


 9 default.  And so none of the motions that are


10 currently being filed are even timely or


11 permissible because of the default status.


12               I would simply ask that the Court


13 deny the motions requested from Ms. White.  And


14 to please strike the November 7, 2025, I believe


15 is the last filing in the 804 case, although it


16 does have both 804 and 793 in the caption and


17 much of the relief relates to the 793 case.  But


18 I want to make certain that my client doesn't


19 have an obligation to respond to this


20 unmeritorious counterclaim because it's simply


21 not timely filed.  And that's our position.


22               THE COURT:  Thank you.


23               Ma'am?


24               MS. WHITE:  Attorney Carr, it's a


25 misunderstanding from the beginning because Craig
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 1 is no longer with us.  I can't speak for what he


 2 said.  But I have never in my life, never, met


 3 Barbara Hudson or no one else down at where the


 4 boat was supposed to be.  I can't say what was --


 5 what went on, because I was not there.  I never


 6 in my life own a boat.  Didn't own one then, and


 7 don't own one now.


 8               And I stated before and I'm going


 9 to say it again, I was a person that delivered


10 the money for Craig White.  I delivered $18,000


11 in cash to the person that he got the boat from.


12 Only thing I asked in return was to give me


13 something showing that I delivered $18,000 in


14 cash, and that's how my name got on the piece of


15 paper.  And you got that paper because I'm the


16 one that put the paper -- that out there.  There


17 wasn't no sale from no store, no boat company, or


18 nothing like that.


19               What Craig told Barbara Hudson, I


20 can't verify for that because I have never seen


21 the boat since then.  I do not go to ocean like


22 that.  And I was never at Barbara Hudson's dock.


23 I never signed any paper for no agreement for


24 anything.  So I can't say what happened,


25 because -- and because I don't know how my name







Deposition of Hearing 14


Clark Bolen, Inc.


 1 got out there said I'm the owner of the boat, but


 2 there's nowhere in South Carolina or no place


 3 else that my name is registered in a boat.


 4               MR. CARR:  And I appreciate what


 5 you're telling me, Ms. White.  I would just


 6 respectfully submit to you that, you know, that


 7 wasn't the evidence that was presented during the


 8 discovery phase in the case.  There was a clear


 9 evidence of an agency relationship between you


10 and Mr. White.  I recognize that he's passed


11 away.  I recognize that he was the one operating


12 the boat that day, but the titled ownership


13 inquiry is not the sole inquiry relevant to, you


14 know, what happened out there that day.  And so,


15 you know, that's -- that's kind of how you and


16 Craig were both defendants in this -- in this


17 litigation.


18               And I -- and I have great respect


19 for what you're telling me, but, again, I think


20 it was incumbent on you and/or your counsel to


21 point these things out and make these arguments


22 in a more timely manner back when the discovery


23 was ongoing in the case, and, you know, that's


24 not the way it unfolded.


25               THE COURT:  Ma'am, do you have
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 1 anything else you want to tell me about your


 2 motion?


 3               MS. WHITE:  Well, my motion, I


 4 feel, Your Honor, is that I am here representing


 5 myself pro se.  As -- I do not own the boat, I


 6 never signed -- I never went down to the dock to


 7 sign any paper stating that the boat -- where the


 8 boat could be parked and all that.  Because if I


 9 had ownership in anything with the boat, I would


10 not just let someone take a boat of mine and go


11 and just say anything.  And I would definitely,


12 if I was going to have some kind of agreement


13 with Barbara Hudson to get shrimp or whatever


14 agreement they had, I would definitely have had


15 some papers signed.  I would not just put a boat


16 at somebody else's place and walk away and never


17 met the person, never did anything.


18               So as far as that boat is


19 concerned, and I stated again, I gave the person


20 the $18,000 in case, walked away, and came back


21 home.  Since then, I didn't know anything about


22 the boat, what was going on, until I got


23 something in the mail.  I had no idea what was


24 out there, what was going on.


25               THE COURT:  All right.  I
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 1 understand.  Anything else you want to tell me on


 2 the motions?


 3               MS. WHITE:  On the motion, I feel


 4 that this is -- you know, I -- this is the first


 5 time I've really had the chance to express what


 6 actually is going on and what's happening.  And


 7 what I would like for them to do, go check the


 8 record, reinstate everything, go back through


 9 everything and look and see if in what I'm saying


10 and what I'm doing is incorrect and, you know,


11 check it out and see what's happening.  Because I


12 never own a boat, and all of this stuff that is


13 going on against me is unbelievable.


14               Because just like I have -- I don't


15 know if you-all have had anybody just ask you to


16 go to the store or something and pick up


17 something or send something with -- you know, for


18 you and you take it.  In my family, if someone


19 asks me to do something and we can help each


20 other, I -- I was taught to help each other out.


21 And that's all I did.  All this going around and


22 things against me and all that.


23               And, Mr. Carr, you knew -- or your


24 office is the one that started really off with me


25 because I was ready and willing to go to court
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 1 back to -- when they said to come to court.  I


 2 received a letter -- I mean a call from your


 3 office the day before stating to me that I didn't


 4 have to come to court.  That's why I didn't show


 5 up.  I had all intention of being there.


 6               THE COURT:  Okay.  So I'm going to


 7 try and work through this the best way I can.


 8 All right?


 9               MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.


10               THE COURT:  You've asked me to do


11 four things, and I want to make sure that I wrote


12 them down correctly.  You've asked me to set


13 aside the -- well, really those are one in the


14 same.  You've asked me to set aside the default


15 judgment in the 793 case, as I call it, which


16 resulted in an order issued by Judge Dukes on


17 August 22nd, 2018, for a judgment amount of


18 $201,723.27.  And that judgment was issued by


19 Judge Dukes on that day against both yourself


20 and --


21               Remind me from the last hearing,


22 Mr. Craig White was your nephew?


23               MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.


24               THE COURT:  I just want to make


25 sure I had -- I remembered correctly.
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 1               MS. WHITE:  Yes, you have it


 2 correct, Your Honor.


 3               THE COURT:  But that was issued


 4 against you and your nephew Craig White and --


 5 again, August 22nd, 2018.  You've also said --


 6 asked me to dismiss 804, which is the current


 7 case that I do have jurisdiction over, and we'll


 8 talk about that in a second.


 9               And as part of vacating the -- the


10 793 case and reopening it, you've asked for


11 restitution essentially of the $15,665.73 which


12 was presumably taken from a real estate


13 transaction as a result of this August 22nd,


14 2018, judgment issued by Judge Dukes and filed on


15 the 22nd of August, 2018, in the 793 case.  Is --


16               MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.


17               THE COURT:  Are those the four


18 things you've essentially asked me to do?


19               MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.


20 Correct.


21               THE COURT:  Okay.  So along those


22 lines, three of the four I can't do, I don't have


23 authority to do, and I'm going to do my best to


24 try to explain why.  Okay?  There is a procedure


25 out there that if you want to open up the 793
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 1 case that you have to go through.  I can't tell


 2 you what that is.  I'm not allowed to give legal


 3 advice.  Okay?


 4               MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.


 5               THE COURT:  You attempted, in your


 6 motions, to combine the two cases 804 and 793.


 7 You can't arbitrarily do that.  A court would


 8 have to issue an order, and there's been no order


 9 issued to combine the two cases, so they are


10 separate cases, one of which resulted, the 793


11 case, in this order of judgment.  And that is the


12 law of that case.


13               There are ways that you could have


14 gone about potentially asking for that, just what


15 you've asked me to do, vacating that judgment and


16 reopening, but you haven't done that.  All right?


17 Nor can I hear it because that case is not


18 assigned to me.


19               In that case it states, according


20 to the pleadings, that the 35-foot boat is owned


21 by Geraldine White and the captain and manager in


22 control of the vessel is Craig White.  I heard


23 what you told me, but this is the order of the


24 case.  This is the law of the case at this point


25 in time that Judge Dukes found that you were the
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 1 owner of the boat back then.  Right, wrong, or


 2 indifferent, that's the law of the case.  Okay?


 3               It appears that as part of a sale


 4 in which you were a partial owner of a piece of


 5 property, that they collected that $15,000 as


 6 part of that sale which would have been your


 7 proceeds from that sale pursuant to this


 8 judgment.  And, again, there might be ways that


 9 you would be able to attack that, but it's not


10 through the 804 case.  You can't take the stuff


11 from 793 and bring it over to 804 and ask me to


12 deal with anything in the 793 case.  I can't


13 because I don't have jurisdiction over anything


14 in the 793 case.  Okay?


15               MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.


16               THE COURT:  They are two separate


17 issues in there.  As for their ability to collect


18 on the judgment, the judgment's filed of record


19 in theory in a real estate transaction that can


20 happen.  In my 28 years of doing real estate in


21 private practice, we called other lawyers all the


22 time and said, you have a judgment of record,


23 what's it going to take to resolve that as part


24 of this.  It happens.


25               But, again, as for your motion to
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 1 have me vacate that judgment, to reopen 793 and


 2 reinstate the 15,000, I have no authority to do


 3 that.  Okay?  That would have to be done through


 4 the 793 case.  And I can't tell you necessarily


 5 how to do that, because I cannot give you legal


 6 advice.  I'm prohibited from doing that.  All


 7 right?


 8               MS. WHITE:  Thank you, Your Honor.


 9               THE COURT:  On the 804 case you've


10 asked me to dismiss the third-party complaint


11 against you and your nephew Craig.  And now I'm


12 going to ask you, what are your grounds for the


13 dismissal of that particular case?  804, not 793.


14 But generally under dismissal, it's under rule --


15 basically South Carolina Rule of Civil


16 Procedure 12, and generally that is does their


17 complaint state a cause of action.  What are your


18 grounds for the dismissal of their third-party


19 complaint?


20               MS. WHITE:  Third-party complaint,


21 because, Your Honor, as far as I can see, if


22 Attorney Carr's -- Govan paid $10,000 because he


23 probably paid because he own the boat, he was the


24 owner of the boat.  So I don't know how it goes


25 and how it goes -- how it went down with Barbara
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 1 Hudson, I can't talk on that because I had no


 2 idea.  My thing is I can't be responsible and I


 3 don't think I should be responsible for someone


 4 else's bill, number 1.


 5               Secondly, I knew nothing about what


 6 they had going on.  Just because if I owe a bill


 7 I don't think I should just go and ask anybody


 8 else out there just to pay my bill for me,


 9 because that is not right.  I did never own a


10 boat, so I have no right in giving you 10 --


11 giving him $10,000 just like that.  I have no


12 reason.


13               If the boat -- something happened


14 to the boat out there -- I never own a boat.  I'm


15 not responsible for someone else's -- someone


16 else's -- what happened to them.  Because they


17 keep saying that this boat was here and this boat


18 was there.  I can't -- I don't know where the


19 boats were, because that I don't know.  But I


20 know I have no boat.  If I had a boat up there, I


21 would have been more involved in it and what's


22 going on.


23               I'm just -- I have no idea what's


24 happening, what's going on.  And $10,000,


25 that's -- just give away $10,000?  I don't even
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 1 have $0.10.


 2               THE COURT:  Okay.  What I


 3 understand the third-party complaint is, and I'll


 4 ask Mr. Carr if I say this in error, is the


 5 third-party complaint essentially says the


 6 plaintiff Benny Hudson has sued Martin Govan for


 7 the damages caused, et cetera.  Mr. Govan has


 8 said, well, if damages were caused, it's as a


 9 result of the other boat, your boat, Mr. White's


10 boat -- and I understand you to say you never


11 owned a boat.  Judge Dukes's order says


12 different.  But was the one who caused those


13 damages; therefore, if we're responsible to Benny


14 Hudson Seafood for any amount of money, then we


15 should be able to collect that from Geraldine


16 White and Craig White.  That is essentially a


17 segregation claim in my mind, and -- and those


18 type of claims get filed quite frequently.  But


19 that's what I understand the claim is.


20               So here's some other confines for


21 me as they relate to 804.  In the order


22 transferring this case to me from Judge Dukes,


23 Judge Dukes specifically put in the order the


24 court finds transferring this case to be


25 appropriate in the light of the fact that:  One,
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 1 the only remaining issues in this case relate to


 2 the third-party case filed by defendant against


 3 Craig White and Geraldine White for reimbursement


 4 of monies paid by the plaintiff -- paid to


 5 plaintiff by defendant by virtue of a settlement


 6 in the underlying case.


 7               Two, the White defendants are both


 8 in default -- and I'll talk more about that in a


 9 second -- of this third-party action in a


10 separate lawsuit filed by the plaintiff against


11 the Whites, defendants, concerning the same facts


12 and allegations of liability.  That's the 793


13 case.  And, therefore, those allegations of


14 liability are conclusively established.


15               And, three, no timely demand for


16 jury trial was made in this third-party action.


17 For these reasons, defendant/third-party


18 plaintiff's motion to transfer the case to the


19 Beaufort County Master in Equity is granted.


20               So what Judge Dukes has said there


21 is that you-all are in default, and there's an


22 affidavit that was -- of the default filed on


23 October 22nd of 2019 in this particular case in


24 which no answer, counterclaim, or any other


25 pleading had been filed by either you or
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 1 Mr. Craig White at that time.  And so -- and that


 2 was on the summon's answer and third-party


 3 complaint that was filed back on the 18th of


 4 September, 2019.


 5               So, again, when I talk to you about


 6 the law of the case, okay, Judge Dukes has said


 7 the only issue is the segregation amount that


 8 purportedly the defendant Martin Govan had paid


 9 the plaintiff Benny Seafood that is part of the


10 third-party complaint against you and essentially


11 your late nephew.  All right?  And that the facts


12 in the 793 case are the same facts in the 804


13 case, and that those allegations of liability and


14 the same facts are conclusively established.


15               So what -- what I'm left with is


16 essentially your filing of an answer and


17 counterclaim is not appropriate at this point in


18 time because you've been in default and there's


19 been no motion to set aside that default or


20 anything else since 2019 in this case.  I'm


21 assuming COVID had something to do with the


22 reason this is still out there and lingering.


23 And this isn't the only case that's still out


24 there and has been lingering due to COVID in


25 there.
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 1               Again, as I read your counterclaim


 2 anyway, it really has to do with 793, fraud and


 3 misrepresentation, conversion of the 15,000.  All


 4 of those things deal with 793, which wouldn't be


 5 appropriate in 804 regardless because those are


 6 part of 793.  And, as I said earlier, they are


 7 two distinct and separate cases.  So I don't find


 8 that you've given me any grounds to dismiss 804


 9 as you and your late nephew are in default.  And


10 I have to deny your motions for the other three


11 things that you asked for the reason I stated in


12 that those are 793 items and that's a distinct


13 case, and I have no jurisdiction in which to go


14 into that case.  And you haven't filed anything


15 in the 793 case to deal with 793 issues.  I can


16 only deal with 804.  And although you attempted


17 to combine the two, 804 and 793, in your


18 consolidated motions, you can't arbitrarily do


19 that.  There's a way to consolidate cases, and


20 that's not the way.  So you would have had to


21 file something in the 804 case and something in


22 the 793 case separately to have those -- to have


23 that potentially heard.


24               And so for those reasons, I'm going


25 to deny your motion to reopen 793 and vacate that







Deposition of Hearing 27


Clark Bolen, Inc.


 1 judgment, as well as to reinstate the 15,665


 2 which appears to have been paid as a partial


 3 payment toward the original 793 judgment that was


 4 issued on August 22nd of 2022, I believe --


 5 correct -- or 2018.  I'm sorry.


 6               As to the 804 dismissal, I don't


 7 find any grounds, especially in the light that


 8 you are in default and have been in default since


 9 2019, to dismiss the third-party complaint in the


10 804 action.  So what that leaves us with


11 essentially at this point, and I'll ask Mr. Carr


12 to -- to do an order.


13               Please at least send it over and


14 share it with Ms. White.


15               And, Ms. White, if you have any


16 issues or changes to the order, not reargument,


17 issues or changes to the order, please let


18 Mr. Carr know and please copy Ms. Heather on it


19 so that we know that you've seen it.  Okay?  And


20 then at that point, I'll review it.  I may make


21 some changes, I may not, and then I'll sign and


22 file the order in which you'll get a copy, of


23 course, of it.


24               But what that leaves in this


25 particular case is a damages hearing to be held
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 1 in the 804 case based on the default and based on


 2 Mr. Carr's segregation claim on behalf of


 3 Mr. Govan against you and -- I understand he's


 4 deceased now and the estate is not part of it,


 5 but essentially against you based on the facts


 6 and underlying liability that Judge Dukes talks


 7 about in the September 12th, 2025 order


 8 transferring this over to master in equity.


 9               So, ma'am, I will -- once I get it


10 from Mr. Carr and you've had a chance to review


11 it, I will get that order issued.  At that point


12 in time, we will likely send something out


13 looking to schedule the damages hearing.  And


14 you -- again, I can't give you legal advice, but,


15 you know, you'll get notice of the damages


16 hearing.  You can appear.  You'll have the


17 opportunity to, you know, ask questions


18 concerning the damages, but -- but that's it.


19 Not the underlying liability, you're in default,


20 only as it relates to the amount of damages.


21               So, ma'am, any questions about --


22 and I know you haven't seen the order yet, but


23 any questions about my ruling as to what's going


24 into the order?


25               MS. WHITE:  Well, what all --
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 1 what -- when I get this order, what am I supposed


 2 to be looking for?  What are your reasons --


 3               THE COURT:  So the -- yeah, so the


 4 four -- the four things are basically your three


 5 requests, as they relate to 793 to reopen and


 6 vacate the default judgment and to essentially


 7 set aside the judgment and reinstate the 15,000,


 8 are hereby denied.  And, again, as we've talked


 9 about, I have no ability because the only case


10 that came over to me is 804, and you can't


11 arbitrarily combine the two cases.  It doesn't


12 work that way.  All right?  So on your request to


13 do anything in the 793 case, those motions are


14 denied, okay, for those reasons.


15               You had a generic request in there


16 to dismiss 804, which is the underlying


17 third-party complaint in the 804 matter that


18 we're here on.  Again, the things that control


19 the 804 case are the fact that you're in default


20 and have been in default in that case since, let


21 me make sure I get it right, the filing of


22 October 22nd, 2019.  There's been nothing filed


23 to set aside that default and/or anything for


24 pleadings until you filed a counterclaim of the


25 third-party defendant Geraldine White on
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 1 November 7th, 2025.  That counterclaim is


 2 untimely because you're in default and haven't


 3 asked to set aside the default.  And it also


 4 concerns mostly 793, which, again, you can't file


 5 anything in the 804 case pertaining to the 793


 6 case.  So your motion to dismiss the 804 case is


 7 denied.


 8               And those were the four things that


 9 you asked me for.  So that's what you are likely


10 going to see in Mr. Carr's proposed order is that


11 your three requests under 739 are denied because


12 I have no jurisdiction, and that is a separate


13 case on there.  And that because you're in


14 default and have been in default since 2019, that


15 your motion to dismiss is hereby denied.  And


16 your counterclaim that you filed on November 7th


17 of 2025 is untimely and hereby stricken.  That's


18 what you should see.  Okay?  If you see something


19 else like and thou shall pay Mr. Govan $10,000,


20 well, I haven't ruled on that, correct?


21               MS. WHITE:  Correct.


22               THE COURT:  That wouldn't be


23 appropriate in this order, nor would I expect


24 Mr. Carr to do anything of that nature anyway.


25 But that's what you're looking for.  Okay, ma'am?
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 1               MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.


 2               THE COURT:  Is there anything else


 3 that you want to add or want to talk about as it


 4 pertains to the order?


 5               MS. WHITE:  I think that's it.


 6               THE COURT:  Okay.  Mr. Carr,


 7 anything that you wish to add?


 8               MR. CARR:  No, Your Honor.  I'll


 9 circulate a proposed order as soon as possible


10 and email it Ms. White before I send to -- to


11 your chambers.


12               THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you all


13 for coming in today.


14               Ms. White, thank you --


15               MS. WHITE:  Thank you, Your Honor.


16               THE COURT:  -- for coming in today.


17 I appreciate that.  And then once the order is


18 signed, we'll send out a copy to you so that you


19 have it.  And at some point after that, I'm sure


20 Ms. Heather will be getting in touch with you all


21 to try to schedule a time for a damages hearing.


22 Okay?


23               MS. WHITE:  Yes, sir.


24               MR. CARR:  Great.


25               THE COURT:  All right.  We're off
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 1 the record.


 2               (The hearing was concluded at


 3 2:51 P.M.)


 4
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 1


 2               REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE


 3
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 5 Professional Reporter and Notary Public in and
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trial   11:20   24:16
true   33:9
try   11:22   17:7 
 18:24   31:21
two   4:21   7:9   19:6,
9   20:16   24:7   26:7,
17   29:11
type   23:18


< U >
unbelievable   16:13
underlying   24:6 
 28:6, 19   29:16
understand   9:12 
 16:1   23:3, 10, 19 
 28:3
undisputed   5:22
unfolded   14:24
UNIT   3:5, 9
unmeritorious   12:20
unsupported   8:5
untimely   30:2, 17


< V >
vacate   5:14   8:12 
 9:7   21:1   26:25 
 29:6
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vacating   18:9   19:15
valid   6:2, 3, 11
various   4:2
VC   3:12
verify   13:20
vessel   6:1, 2, 3, 6, 7 
 9:25   10:5, 19, 22 
 11:3, 10   12:2, 3 
 19:22
virtue   24:5
vs   1:5, 14


< W >
walk   15:16
walked   15:20
want   8:19   12:18 
 15:1   16:1   17:11,
24   18:25   31:3
wanted   4:25
watercraft   6:5
way   14:24   17:7 
 26:19, 20   29:12
ways   19:13   20:8
WEGMANN   1:19
Well   15:3   17:13 
 23:8   27:1   28:25 
 30:20
went   9:13   12:4 
 13:5   15:6   21:25
we're   9:4   23:13 
 29:18   31:25
we've   29:8
WHITE   1:14   3:6 
 4:4, 7, 18   5:5, 9, 11 
 8:20   9:3, 18, 20 
 10:6, 15   11:3, 24 
 12:2, 4, 13, 24   13:10 
 14:5, 10   15:3   16:3 
 17:9, 22, 23   18:1, 4,
16, 19   19:4, 21, 22 
 20:15   21:8, 20 
 23:16   24:3, 7   25:1 
 27:14, 15   28:25 
 29:25   30:21   31:1,
5, 10, 14, 15, 23
Whites   24:11
White's   4:2   11:3 
 23:9
willing   16:25


wish   31:7
wished   4:5
within-entitled   33:8
Witness   33:15
work   17:7   29:12
working   10:25
writing   7:19
written   5:23
wrong   20:1
wrongfully   5:20
wrote   10:7   17:11
WWW.CLARKBOL
EN.COM   2:3


< Y >
yeah   29:3
years   20:20
you-all   16:15   24:21
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 WORD LIST 


< $ >
$0.10   (1)
$10,000   (10)
$15,000   (1)
$15,000-whatever 
 (1)
$15,665.73   (4)
$18,000   (3)
$201,723.27   (1)


< 1 >
1   (6)
10   (1)
10,000   (1)
113   (1)
12   (1)
12th   (2)
141   (1)
15,000   (3)
15,665   (1)
16   (1)
17th   (1)
18th   (1)


< 2 >
2   (3)
2:10   (1)
2:51   (1)
2018   (8)
2018-CP-07-00793 
 (2)
2018-CP-07-00804 
 (4)
2019   (6)
2022   (1)
2024   (1)
2025   (6)
2026   (1)
21st   (1)
22nd   (8)
28   (1)
29407   (1)
29926   (1)
29928   (1)


< 3 >
3   (2)


35-foot   (1)


< 4 >
4   (1)


< 5 >
5th   (1)


< 6 >
681-3947   (1)


< 7 >
7   (1)
739   (1)
793   (33)
7th   (2)


< 8 >
804   (28)
843   (1)
843-762-6294   (1)


< A >
A3   (1)
ability   (2)
able   (6)
absolutely   (1)
account   (1)
act   (1)
action   (8)
active   (1)
add   (2)
admitted   (1)
advice   (3)
affidavit   (1)
affirmatively   (1)
affixed   (1)
agency   (1)
agreement   (6)
aligned   (1)
allegations   (3)
allowed   (1)
amount   (5)
and/or   (4)
answer   (3)
anybody   (2)
anyway   (3)
appeal   (1)
appeals   (1)


appear   (2)
appearance   (1)
appearing   (1)
appears   (2)
appreciate   (2)
approached   (1)
appropriate   (4)
arbitrarily   (3)
argue   (1)
arguments   (1)
aside   (8)
asked   (13)
asking   (2)
asks   (1)
assigned   (1)
assumed   (1)
assuming   (1)
attach   (1)
attaching   (1)
attack   (1)
attempted   (2)
attend   (1)
attended   (1)
attorney   (5)
attorney's   (2)
August   (7)
authority   (2)
aware   (1)


< B >
back   (6)
BAEKELANDT   (3)
Barbara   (5)
based   (4)
baseless   (1)
basically   (2)
BEAUFORT   (6)
beginning   (1)
BEHALF   (2)
believe   (4)
BENNY   (8)
best   (2)
bill   (4)
Bluffton   (1)
boat   (37)
boats   (1)
BOLEN   (1)
bow   (1)
Bowen   (2)


Bowens   (1)
bring   (1)
brought   (1)


< C >
call   (2)
called   (1)
captain   (1)
caption   (1)
CAROLINA   (13)
CARR   (19)
Carr's   (4)
CASE   (64)
cases   (7)
cash   (2)
catch   (1)
cause   (2)
caused   (5)
certain   (2)
CERTIFICATE   (1)
certify   (2)
cetera   (1)
chambers   (1)
chance   (2)
changes   (3)
charge   (1)
CHARLESTON   (1)
check   (2)
CHRISTI   (1)
circulate   (1)
circumstance   (1)
Civil   (1)
claim   (8)
claims   (4)
CLARK   (1)
clear   (4)
client   (3)
client's   (3)
collect   (3)
collected   (2)
combine   (4)
come   (2)
coming   (2)
Commission   (1)
COMMON   (1)
communications   (1)
company   (2)
complaint   (13)
concerned   (1)
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concerning   (2)
concerns   (1)
concluded   (5)
conclusively   (2)
conduct   (1)
conference   (2)
confines   (1)
confirmed   (1)
confirming   (1)
consequence   (1)
consolidate   (1)
consolidated   (2)
contacted   (1)
continued   (1)
control   (2)
conversion   (1)
copy   (3)
CORPORATION 
 (2)
CORPUS   (1)
Correct   (7)
correctly   (3)
counsel   (3)
counterclaim   (7)
COUNTY   (5)
course   (1)
COURT   (41)
COURTHOUSE   (1)
COVID   (2)
CRAIG   (13)
CSR   (2)
current   (1)
currently   (1)


< D >
damage   (1)
damages   (9)
DATE   (1)
day   (7)
deal   (4)
deceased   (1)
DECEMBER   (1)
decided   (1)
default   (31)
Defendant   (7)
defendant/third-
party   (1)
Defendants   (4)
definitely   (2)


definition   (1)
delivered   (3)
demand   (1)
denied   (5)
deny   (3)
Despite   (1)
different   (2)
directly   (1)
discovery   (3)
dismiss   (9)
dismissal   (4)
disproven   (1)
disputes   (1)
dissolved   (4)
distinct   (2)
dock   (4)
docking   (1)
documents   (1)
doing   (3)
dollars   (1)
DRIVE   (1)
due   (1)
Dukes   (10)
Dukes's   (1)


< E >
earlier   (1)
effort   (1)
either   (1)
else's   (4)
email   (2)
emailed   (1)
ended   (1)
enforce   (1)
enforcement   (1)
engineers   (1)
entered   (3)
Equity   (2)
error   (1)
especially   (1)
essentially   (9)
establish   (1)
established   (2)
estate   (5)
et   (1)
events   (1)
evidence   (4)
exact   (1)
exchange   (1)


existed   (2)
exists   (1)
expect   (1)
expires   (1)
explain   (1)
express   (1)


< F >
fact   (2)
facts   (6)
factual   (1)
family   (1)
far   (2)
fast-forward   (1)
fault   (1)
February   (1)
feel   (2)
felt   (1)
file   (4)
filed   (19)
filing   (5)
find   (4)
finds   (1)
fine   (1)
firm   (2)
first   (2)
focus   (1)
following   (2)
foregoing   (1)
fortuitous   (1)
forward   (1)
found   (1)
four   (6)
fraud   (5)
fraudulent   (1)
free   (1)
frequently   (1)
full   (1)
funds   (1)
further   (1)


< G >
GA   (1)
generally   (2)
generic   (1)
Georgia   (1)
GERALDINE   (8)
getting   (1)
give   (6)


given   (1)
giving   (2)
go   (10)
goes   (2)
going   (19)
good   (1)
GOVAN   (15)
Govan's   (1)
granted   (1)
great   (2)
GREVEY   (5)
grounds   (4)
GROUP   (1)
guidance   (1)
guys   (1)


< H >
hand   (1)
happen   (1)
happened   (4)
happening   (3)
happens   (1)
happy   (2)
HEAD   (2)
hear   (4)
heard   (3)
hearing   (8)
Heather   (2)
held   (2)
help   (2)
hereunto   (1)
HILTON   (2)
home   (1)
Honor   (18)
HONORABLE   (2)
HUDSON   (11)
Hudson's   (1)
hundreds   (1)
Hurricane   (1)


< I >
idea   (3)
immediately   (1)
improper   (1)
incorrect   (1)
incumbent   (1)
indefinitely   (1)
index   (2)
indifferent   (1)
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inquiry   (2)
instruction   (1)
intention   (1)
interest   (1)
interested   (1)
interests   (1)
involved   (3)
irrespective   (1)
issue   (2)
issued   (8)
issues   (5)
items   (1)
its   (1)


< J >
JAMES   (1)
John   (1)
Judge   (10)
judgment   (25)
judgment's   (1)
juncture   (1)
June   (1)
jurisdiction   (5)
jury   (1)


< K >
KARA   (1)
keep   (1)
KELLY   (3)
kind   (2)
knew   (2)
know   (21)


< L >
lacks   (1)
LAMAR   (1)
Large   (1)
late   (2)
law   (8)
lawful   (1)
lawsuit   (4)
lawyer   (1)
lawyers   (1)
lease   (1)
leaves   (2)
left   (1)
LEGAL   (7)
letter   (3)
liability   (5)


lien   (6)
life   (2)
light   (3)
lines   (1)
lingering   (2)
litigation   (2)
LLC   (4)
load   (1)
LOCATION   (1)
long   (1)
longer   (1)
look   (2)
looking   (3)
lost   (1)
lot   (1)


< M >
ma'am   (8)
mail   (1)
manager   (1)
manner   (1)
marine   (1)
MARTIN   (4)
MARVIN   (2)
Master   (2)
MASTER-IN-
EQUITY   (1)
Mathew   (1)
matter   (6)
mean   (2)
merits   (1)
met   (2)
mind   (1)
mine   (1)
mislead   (1)
misrepresentation 
 (1)
mistake   (1)
mistakenly   (2)
misunderstanding 
 (1)
money   (4)
monies   (1)
months   (2)
moored   (1)
motion   (11)
motions   (11)


< N >


name   (4)
name's   (1)
nature   (1)
necessarily   (1)
need   (2)
neither   (1)
nephew   (5)
never   (19)
new   (1)
nominal   (1)
normal   (1)
Notary   (1)
notes   (1)
notice   (1)
noticed   (1)
notified   (1)
November   (3)
number   (14)
numbers   (1)


< O >
obligation   (1)
obtained   (2)
obviously   (3)
ocean   (1)
October   (3)
office   (5)
official   (2)
Okay   (20)
once   (2)
ongoing   (1)
open   (1)
operating   (2)
opportunity   (1)
oral   (1)
order   (23)
original   (1)
owe   (2)
owned   (3)
owner   (9)
ownership   (5)


< P >
P.M   (2)
paid   (8)
paper   (5)
papers   (1)
park   (2)
parked   (1)


part   (7)
partial   (2)
particular   (4)
party   (3)
passed   (1)
Pat   (3)
PATRICK   (1)
pay   (3)
payment   (2)
pending   (2)
permissible   (1)
permission   (1)
person   (4)
personal   (1)
pertaining   (1)
pertains   (1)
phase   (1)
pick   (1)
piece   (2)
PLACE   (4)
Plaintiff   (9)
Plaintiff's   (2)
pleading   (1)
pleadings   (2)
PLEAS   (1)
please   (6)
plus   (1)
point   (8)
position   (1)
possible   (1)
potentially   (3)
poundage   (1)
practice   (1)
PRESENT   (1)
presented   (1)
presumably   (1)
prevail   (1)
prevented   (1)
prior   (1)
private   (1)
PRO   (5)
probably   (1)
procedure   (2)
proceeding   (1)
proceedings   (2)
proceeds   (1)
process   (1)
Professional   (2)
prohibited   (1)
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properly   (2)
property   (1)
proposed   (2)
proved   (1)
proves   (1)
public   (2)
purportedly   (1)
pursuant   (1)
pursue   (1)
put   (3)


< Q >
questions   (3)
quite   (1)


< R >
R.C   (1)
read   (1)
ready   (1)
real   (4)
realized   (2)
really   (4)
reargument   (1)
reason   (3)
reasons   (4)
recall   (2)
receive   (1)
received   (2)
receiving   (1)
recited   (1)
recognize   (2)
record   (4)
recorded   (1)
records   (1)
reference   (1)
regard   (2)
regardless   (2)
registered   (3)
registration   (2)
reimburse   (1)
reimbursement   (2)
reinstate   (6)
relate   (3)
related   (2)
relates   (3)
relationship   (1)
Release   (1)
relevant   (2)
relied   (1)


relief   (4)
relieve   (1)
remain   (1)
remaining   (1)
remembered   (1)
remind   (2)
reopen   (4)
reopening   (2)
REPORTED   (2)
reporter   (3)
REPORTER'S   (1)
represent   (1)
representing   (2)
represents   (2)
request   (5)
requested   (1)
requests   (3)
requires   (1)
resolve   (1)
respect   (1)
respectfully   (2)
respond   (2)
responsible   (4)
restitution   (1)
result   (2)
resulted   (2)
return   (1)
revealed   (1)
revenue   (1)
review   (2)
right   (13)
RPR   (2)
rule   (2)
ruled   (1)
ruling   (1)
rulings   (1)


< S >
safe   (1)
sale   (7)
saying   (2)
says   (2)
SC   (4)
SCDNR   (1)
schedule   (2)
scheduled   (2)
SE   (5)
SEAFOOD   (7)
seal   (1)


seated   (2)
second   (2)
Secondly   (1)
Secretary   (1)
see   (6)
seeking   (1)
seen   (3)
segregation   (3)
send   (5)
separate   (5)
separately   (1)
September   (3)
set   (8)
settlement   (4)
share   (1)
shorthand   (1)
show   (2)
showing   (1)
shrimp   (3)
sic   (1)
sign   (2)
signed   (5)
simply   (2)
sink   (1)
sir   (2)
sole   (2)
somebody   (1)
soon   (1)
sorry   (1)
sought   (1)
SOUTH   (13)
speak   (2)
specifically   (4)
standing   (1)
started   (1)
STATE   (4)
stated   (3)
statement   (1)
states   (1)
stating   (4)
status   (3)
stay   (1)
store   (2)
stricken   (1)
strike   (1)
structures   (1)
stuff   (2)
submit   (1)
sued   (2)


suit   (1)
summon's   (1)
sunken   (1)
supposed   (2)
sure   (4)


< T >
take   (4)
taken   (3)
talk   (5)
talked   (2)
talks   (1)
taught   (1)
tell   (5)
telling   (2)
terms   (1)
testimony   (1)
Thank   (11)
theory   (1)
thereof   (1)
thing   (2)
things   (9)
think   (6)
Third-Party   (19)
thou   (1)
thousands   (1)
three   (5)
tie   (1)
tied   (1)
TIME   (11)
timely   (6)
title   (2)
titled   (1)
today   (7)
told   (5)
touch   (1)
transaction   (3)
transcription   (1)
transfer   (2)
transferring   (3)
transient   (2)
trial   (2)
true   (1)
try   (4)
two   (9)
type   (1)


< U >
unbelievable   (1)
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underlying   (4)
understand   (6)
undisputed   (1)
unfolded   (1)
UNIT   (2)
unmeritorious   (1)
unsupported   (1)
untimely   (2)


< V >
vacate   (6)
vacating   (2)
valid   (3)
various   (1)
VC   (1)
verify   (1)
vessel   (15)
virtue   (1)
vs   (2)


< W >
walk   (1)
walked   (1)
want   (9)
wanted   (1)
watercraft   (1)
way   (5)
ways   (2)
WEGMANN   (1)
Well   (6)
went   (5)
we're   (4)
we've   (1)
WHITE   (58)
Whites   (1)
White's   (3)
willing   (1)
wish   (1)
wished   (1)
within-entitled   (1)
Witness   (1)
work   (2)
working   (1)
writing   (1)
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                 1               IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

                                FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

                 2                     BEAUFORT COUNTY



                 3

                      BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORPORATION,

                 4



                 5                  Plaintiff,



                 6

                               vs.           CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-00804

                 7



                 8    MARTIN GOVAN,



                 9

                                    Defendant.

                10    ______________________________________



                11    MARTIN GOVAN,



                12

                                    Third-Party Plaintiff,

                13



                14             vs.



                15

                      CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE,

                16



                17                  Third-Party Defendants.

                      _________________________________________

                18



                19    BEFORE THE

                      HONORABLE:        JAMES J. WEGMANN

                20



                21    DATE:             DECEMBER 1, 2025



                22

                      TIME:             2:10 P.M.

                23



                24    LOCATION:         BEAUFORT COUNTY COURTHOUSE

                                        MASTER-IN-EQUITY

                25                      BEAUFORT, SC
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                 1    REPORTED BY:      KELLY B. BAEKELANDT, RPR,

                                        CSR (GA)

                 2                      CLARK BOLEN

                                        CHARLESTON, SC 29407

                 3                      843-762-6294

                                         WWW.CLARKBOLEN.COM
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                 1                   A P P E A R A N C E S



                 2



                 3    ON BEHALF OF MARVIN GOVAN:



                 4                  CARR LEGAL GROUP

                                    BY:  PATRICK W. CARR

                 5                  1 CORPUS CHRISTI PLACE

                                    UNIT 113

                 6                  HILTON HEAD, SC 29928



                 7

                      GERALDINE WHITE, PRO SE:

                 8

                                    GERALDINE WHITE, PRO SE

                 9                  141 LAMAR DRIVE

                                    UNIT A3

                10                  HILTON HEAD, SC 29926

                                    (843) 681-3947

                11



                12    ALSO PRESENT:



                13

                                    KARA S. GREVEY (VIA VC)

                14



                15



                16



                17



                18



                19



                20



                21



                22



                23



                24



                25
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                 1                  THE COURT:  All right.  This is



                 2    2018-CP-07-00804.  This is Ms. White's various



                 3    motions.  At our last status conference,



                 4    Ms. White confirmed that she was proceeding pro



                 5    se and that she wished to have these motions



                 6    heard.  It was scheduled for today.



                 7                  I have Ms. White.  I have Mr. Carr



                 8    who represents Mr. Govan.  And I have Ms. Grevey



                 9    who represents --



                10                  Both Bowens or just -- which Bowen?



                11                  MS. GREVEY:  Just John R.C. Bowen.



                12                  THE COURT:  Okay.



                13                  MS. GREVEY:  He's -- I don't think



                14    he's a defendant in the case.



                15                  THE COURT:  No, ma'am.  Not in this



                16    particular case, so.



                17                  MS. GREVEY:  Correct.



                18                  THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. White,



                19    these are your motions, so I am happy to hear



                20    from you.  I'll remind you that, as we talked in



                21    the status conference, there are two case numbers



                22    out there.  This is 804, and the prior case



                23    number was 793 which this Court doesn't have



                24    jurisdiction over and/or can't make rulings on,



                25    but you wanted to go forward and so we have
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                 1    scheduled it for today.



                 2                  Case 804 came to me by order of



                 3    reference signed by the Honorable Marvin Dukes



                 4    and filed September 12th of 2025.



                 5                  Ms. White, happy to hear from you,



                 6    ma'am.  And you can stay seated; that's fine.  I



                 7    just ask that you speak up so that the court



                 8    reporter can hear you.



                 9                  MS. WHITE:  Okay.  Thank you.



                10                  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it



                11    please the Court, my name's Geraldine White, and



                12    I appear today pro se as a third-party defendant



                13    in this matter.  We are here on my consolidated



                14    motions asking this court to, number 1, vacate



                15    the default judgment entered against me in Case



                16    Number 2018-CP-07-00793.



                17                  Number 2, dismiss all claims



                18    against me in Case Number 2018-CP-07-00804.



                19                  Number 3, reinstate an amount of



                20    $15,665.73 wrongfully taken from the sale without



                21    any lawful lien.  These requests are based on



                22    clear facts, South Carolina law, and undisputed



                23    written communications.



                24                  Number 1, I was never the legal



                25    owner of the boat.  South Carolina law requires
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                 1    both of the following to establish vessel



                 2    ownership:  A valid South Carolina vessel title,



                 3    and a valid South Carolina vessel registration



                 4    issued by SCDNR.  A bill of sale alone does not



                 5    transfer legal ownership of a watercraft.  I have



                 6    never held a South Carolina vessel title, a



                 7    South Carolina vessel registration, or any



                 8    official ownership documents; therefore, under



                 9    the South Carolina law, I was never the legal



                10    owner of the boat.



                11                  Number 2, no valid judgment lien



                12    ever existed against me.  Beaufort County public



                13    records show no judgment was ever filed or index



                14    in my name, no lien was ever recorded, and



                15    without filing and index and -- no lien can



                16    attach.  Despite this, $15,665.73 was taken from



                17    a sale as though a lien exists when it absolutely



                18    did not.



                19                  The Plaintiff's LLC was dissolved.



                20    Benny Hudson Seafood Corporation, LLC, was



                21    dissolved by South Carolina Secretary of State at



                22    the relevant time.  A dissolved LLC lacks



                23    standing to pursue litigation, enforce claim, or



                24    collect money; yet it continued to act as an



                25    active plaintiff and receive funds.  Default
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                 1    judgment was obtained through fraudulent [sic]



                 2    fraud.



                 3                  When I was first sued, I had



                 4    contacted attorney Pat Carr's office for



                 5    guidance.  I was told I did not need to attend



                 6    the August 21st, 2018, hearing.  I relied on that



                 7    instruction.  A fault of judgment was entered the



                 8    very next day, August 22nd, 2018.  Then on



                 9    October 17th, 2018, two months later, I received



                10    a letter from attorney Pat Carr stating I



                11    mistakenly assumed the cases were together.  My



                12    firm had decided not to represent you.  We find



                13    out you have a default judgment.  You need to



                14    find new counsel and file a motion to set the



                15    default judgment aside.



                16                  This letter proves the following:



                17    I was affirmatively mislead before the hearing.



                18    The attorney's office admitted their mistake in



                19    writing.  I was prevented from appearing.  And I



                20    was not notified of the default until months



                21    later.  This is the exact definition of transient



                22    fraud and fraud upon the court.



                23                  The $10,000 claim against me is



                24    baseless.  Attorney Pat Carr emailed me directly



                25    stating Govan paid $10,000 to Benny Hudson
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                 1    Seafood.  This proved that $10,000 was Govan's



                 2    personal settlement.  I was not a party to that



                 3    agreement.  I owe nothing related to -- to his



                 4    statement, and the claim against me is improper



                 5    and unsupported.



                 6                  Release request:  Because I was



                 7    never the owner of the boat, no lien ever existed



                 8    against me.  The LLC was dissolved.  The default



                 9    judgment was obtained through transient fraud.



                10    The $10,000 claim is disproven by attorney's own



                11    email.  I respectfully request:  Number 1, reopen



                12    Case Number 2018-CP-07-00793.  Number 2, vacate



                13    the default judgment.  Number 3, dismiss all



                14    claim against me in 2018-CP-07-00804.  And,



                15    number 4, reinstate me of my $15,665.73 plus



                16    interest.



                17                  Thank you, Your Honor.



                18                  THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.  Anything



                19    else you want to tell me now at this point?



                20                  MS. WHITE:  No, you have it.



                21                  THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you.



                22                  Mr. Carr?



                23                  MR. CARR:  Yes, Your Honor.  Thank



                24    you.  May I remain seated?



                25                  THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  Please.
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                 1                  MR. CARR:  Okay.  Thank you.



                 2                  As Your Honor noticed, a lot of the



                 3    relief that Ms. White is seeking relates to a



                 4    matter that we're not here -- that is not



                 5    properly before Your Honor today, the 793 action.



                 6    So, you know, with regard to the request to



                 7    vacate the default judgment and reimburse the



                 8    $15,000-whatever money for -- collected through



                 9    some real estate transaction, I believe, or



                10    judgment enforcement proceedings in the 793



                11    action, those obviously are not properly before



                12    the court today.  That matter, as I understand



                13    it, has concluded and actually went through an



                14    appeals process and was concluded on appeal.



                15                  With regard to the 804, you know,



                16    regardless of the factual disputes, I would



                17    obviously give a very different account than



                18    Ms. White has recited in terms of how my law firm



                19    became involved in representing Mr. Govan.  I do



                20    specifically recall Ms. White being at my office



                21    that day, but I also specifically recall only



                22    receiving one lawsuit, and that was the lawsuit



                23    against Govan.  And so I mistakenly concluded



                24    that there was only one action pending, only one



                25    vessel sunken, and that was the focus of my

�

                                                                      10







                 1    effort.



                 2                  When I realized sometime later that



                 3    there was actually another lawsuit out there



                 4    filed by this same plaintiff against another



                 5    vessel owner, and that vessel owner ended up



                 6    being Ms. White and -- and Craig White, I



                 7    obviously immediately wrote to them and told



                 8    them, look, you guys -- your interests are not



                 9    going to be able to be aligned here.  You're not



                10    going to be able to have the same lawyer.  And



                11    I've already entered an appearance for Mr. Govan



                12    because that was the only suit that I was aware



                13    of at that time.



                14                  So, fast-forward, none of the



                15    claims for relief brought by Ms. White at this



                16    juncture are timely.  We filed a third-party



                17    complaint in the 804 action because, through



                18    discovery and evidence revealed in that case, it



                19    became very clear that my client's vessel was



                20    moored at its normal docking place where they



                21    actually had a lease agreement with Benny Hudson



                22    and that they could park the vessel there free of



                23    charge indefinitely in exchange for a certain



                24    poundage of their shrimp catch or shrimp load,



                25    and that had been their working agreement for a
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                 1    very long time.  And as Hurricane Mathew



                 2    approached, the evidence in the case was that



                 3    Mr. White, while operating Ms. White's vessel,



                 4    specifically asked for permission to tie up at



                 5    this same dock and was told, no, don't do that.



                 6    You can't park here.  It's not safe.  And they



                 7    did it anyway, and they tied it onto the bow of



                 8    my client's boat.  And then the marine engineers



                 9    involved in the case concluded that that was



                10    actually what caused my client's vessel to sink,



                11    which also caused damage to the dock and attended



                12    structures there owned by Benny Hudson Seafood.



                13                  So we filed the third-party



                14    complaint against them and through, I would



                15    argue, a very fortuitous circumstance, we were



                16    able to pay a very nominal settlement in light of



                17    hundreds of thousands of dollars in claims of



                18    lost revenue by this seafood company when we felt



                19    good about being able to potentially prevail on



                20    the merits at trial.  And as a consequence of



                21    that, my client paid a $10,000 settlement rather



                22    than try the case.



                23                  That is the sole relief sought by



                24    my client against Ms. White is reimbursement of



                25    the 10,000.  We think it's clear that that
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                 1    payment would have never been realized but for



                 2    the conduct of the White vessel attaching to the



                 3    Govan vessel.  But irrespective of that, they



                 4    went into default.  I mean, Ms. White did not



                 5    timely respond to the third-party party



                 6    complaint.  She's in default.  I believe there's



                 7    a filing with the court confirming that.  There's



                 8    been no motion to set aside or relieve that



                 9    default.  And so none of the motions that are



                10    currently being filed are even timely or



                11    permissible because of the default status.



                12                  I would simply ask that the Court



                13    deny the motions requested from Ms. White.  And



                14    to please strike the November 7, 2025, I believe



                15    is the last filing in the 804 case, although it



                16    does have both 804 and 793 in the caption and



                17    much of the relief relates to the 793 case.  But



                18    I want to make certain that my client doesn't



                19    have an obligation to respond to this



                20    unmeritorious counterclaim because it's simply



                21    not timely filed.  And that's our position.



                22                  THE COURT:  Thank you.



                23                  Ma'am?



                24                  MS. WHITE:  Attorney Carr, it's a



                25    misunderstanding from the beginning because Craig
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                 1    is no longer with us.  I can't speak for what he



                 2    said.  But I have never in my life, never, met



                 3    Barbara Hudson or no one else down at where the



                 4    boat was supposed to be.  I can't say what was --



                 5    what went on, because I was not there.  I never



                 6    in my life own a boat.  Didn't own one then, and



                 7    don't own one now.



                 8                  And I stated before and I'm going



                 9    to say it again, I was a person that delivered



                10    the money for Craig White.  I delivered $18,000



                11    in cash to the person that he got the boat from.



                12    Only thing I asked in return was to give me



                13    something showing that I delivered $18,000 in



                14    cash, and that's how my name got on the piece of



                15    paper.  And you got that paper because I'm the



                16    one that put the paper -- that out there.  There



                17    wasn't no sale from no store, no boat company, or



                18    nothing like that.



                19                  What Craig told Barbara Hudson, I



                20    can't verify for that because I have never seen



                21    the boat since then.  I do not go to ocean like



                22    that.  And I was never at Barbara Hudson's dock.



                23    I never signed any paper for no agreement for



                24    anything.  So I can't say what happened,



                25    because -- and because I don't know how my name
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                 1    got out there said I'm the owner of the boat, but



                 2    there's nowhere in South Carolina or no place



                 3    else that my name is registered in a boat.



                 4                  MR. CARR:  And I appreciate what



                 5    you're telling me, Ms. White.  I would just



                 6    respectfully submit to you that, you know, that



                 7    wasn't the evidence that was presented during the



                 8    discovery phase in the case.  There was a clear



                 9    evidence of an agency relationship between you



                10    and Mr. White.  I recognize that he's passed



                11    away.  I recognize that he was the one operating



                12    the boat that day, but the titled ownership



                13    inquiry is not the sole inquiry relevant to, you



                14    know, what happened out there that day.  And so,



                15    you know, that's -- that's kind of how you and



                16    Craig were both defendants in this -- in this



                17    litigation.



                18                  And I -- and I have great respect



                19    for what you're telling me, but, again, I think



                20    it was incumbent on you and/or your counsel to



                21    point these things out and make these arguments



                22    in a more timely manner back when the discovery



                23    was ongoing in the case, and, you know, that's



                24    not the way it unfolded.



                25                  THE COURT:  Ma'am, do you have
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                 1    anything else you want to tell me about your



                 2    motion?



                 3                  MS. WHITE:  Well, my motion, I



                 4    feel, Your Honor, is that I am here representing



                 5    myself pro se.  As -- I do not own the boat, I



                 6    never signed -- I never went down to the dock to



                 7    sign any paper stating that the boat -- where the



                 8    boat could be parked and all that.  Because if I



                 9    had ownership in anything with the boat, I would



                10    not just let someone take a boat of mine and go



                11    and just say anything.  And I would definitely,



                12    if I was going to have some kind of agreement



                13    with Barbara Hudson to get shrimp or whatever



                14    agreement they had, I would definitely have had



                15    some papers signed.  I would not just put a boat



                16    at somebody else's place and walk away and never



                17    met the person, never did anything.



                18                  So as far as that boat is



                19    concerned, and I stated again, I gave the person



                20    the $18,000 in case, walked away, and came back



                21    home.  Since then, I didn't know anything about



                22    the boat, what was going on, until I got



                23    something in the mail.  I had no idea what was



                24    out there, what was going on.



                25                  THE COURT:  All right.  I
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                 1    understand.  Anything else you want to tell me on



                 2    the motions?



                 3                  MS. WHITE:  On the motion, I feel



                 4    that this is -- you know, I -- this is the first



                 5    time I've really had the chance to express what



                 6    actually is going on and what's happening.  And



                 7    what I would like for them to do, go check the



                 8    record, reinstate everything, go back through



                 9    everything and look and see if in what I'm saying



                10    and what I'm doing is incorrect and, you know,



                11    check it out and see what's happening.  Because I



                12    never own a boat, and all of this stuff that is



                13    going on against me is unbelievable.



                14                  Because just like I have -- I don't



                15    know if you-all have had anybody just ask you to



                16    go to the store or something and pick up



                17    something or send something with -- you know, for



                18    you and you take it.  In my family, if someone



                19    asks me to do something and we can help each



                20    other, I -- I was taught to help each other out.



                21    And that's all I did.  All this going around and



                22    things against me and all that.



                23                  And, Mr. Carr, you knew -- or your



                24    office is the one that started really off with me



                25    because I was ready and willing to go to court
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                 1    back to -- when they said to come to court.  I



                 2    received a letter -- I mean a call from your



                 3    office the day before stating to me that I didn't



                 4    have to come to court.  That's why I didn't show



                 5    up.  I had all intention of being there.



                 6                  THE COURT:  Okay.  So I'm going to



                 7    try and work through this the best way I can.



                 8    All right?



                 9                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.



                10                  THE COURT:  You've asked me to do



                11    four things, and I want to make sure that I wrote



                12    them down correctly.  You've asked me to set



                13    aside the -- well, really those are one in the



                14    same.  You've asked me to set aside the default



                15    judgment in the 793 case, as I call it, which



                16    resulted in an order issued by Judge Dukes on



                17    August 22nd, 2018, for a judgment amount of



                18    $201,723.27.  And that judgment was issued by



                19    Judge Dukes on that day against both yourself



                20    and --



                21                  Remind me from the last hearing,



                22    Mr. Craig White was your nephew?



                23                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.



                24                  THE COURT:  I just want to make



                25    sure I had -- I remembered correctly.
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                 1                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, you have it



                 2    correct, Your Honor.



                 3                  THE COURT:  But that was issued



                 4    against you and your nephew Craig White and --



                 5    again, August 22nd, 2018.  You've also said --



                 6    asked me to dismiss 804, which is the current



                 7    case that I do have jurisdiction over, and we'll



                 8    talk about that in a second.



                 9                  And as part of vacating the -- the



                10    793 case and reopening it, you've asked for



                11    restitution essentially of the $15,665.73 which



                12    was presumably taken from a real estate



                13    transaction as a result of this August 22nd,



                14    2018, judgment issued by Judge Dukes and filed on



                15    the 22nd of August, 2018, in the 793 case.  Is --



                16                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.



                17                  THE COURT:  Are those the four



                18    things you've essentially asked me to do?



                19                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.



                20    Correct.



                21                  THE COURT:  Okay.  So along those



                22    lines, three of the four I can't do, I don't have



                23    authority to do, and I'm going to do my best to



                24    try to explain why.  Okay?  There is a procedure



                25    out there that if you want to open up the 793
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                 1    case that you have to go through.  I can't tell



                 2    you what that is.  I'm not allowed to give legal



                 3    advice.  Okay?



                 4                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.



                 5                  THE COURT:  You attempted, in your



                 6    motions, to combine the two cases 804 and 793.



                 7    You can't arbitrarily do that.  A court would



                 8    have to issue an order, and there's been no order



                 9    issued to combine the two cases, so they are



                10    separate cases, one of which resulted, the 793



                11    case, in this order of judgment.  And that is the



                12    law of that case.



                13                  There are ways that you could have



                14    gone about potentially asking for that, just what



                15    you've asked me to do, vacating that judgment and



                16    reopening, but you haven't done that.  All right?



                17    Nor can I hear it because that case is not



                18    assigned to me.



                19                  In that case it states, according



                20    to the pleadings, that the 35-foot boat is owned



                21    by Geraldine White and the captain and manager in



                22    control of the vessel is Craig White.  I heard



                23    what you told me, but this is the order of the



                24    case.  This is the law of the case at this point



                25    in time that Judge Dukes found that you were the
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                 1    owner of the boat back then.  Right, wrong, or



                 2    indifferent, that's the law of the case.  Okay?



                 3                  It appears that as part of a sale



                 4    in which you were a partial owner of a piece of



                 5    property, that they collected that $15,000 as



                 6    part of that sale which would have been your



                 7    proceeds from that sale pursuant to this



                 8    judgment.  And, again, there might be ways that



                 9    you would be able to attack that, but it's not



                10    through the 804 case.  You can't take the stuff



                11    from 793 and bring it over to 804 and ask me to



                12    deal with anything in the 793 case.  I can't



                13    because I don't have jurisdiction over anything



                14    in the 793 case.  Okay?



                15                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.



                16                  THE COURT:  They are two separate



                17    issues in there.  As for their ability to collect



                18    on the judgment, the judgment's filed of record



                19    in theory in a real estate transaction that can



                20    happen.  In my 28 years of doing real estate in



                21    private practice, we called other lawyers all the



                22    time and said, you have a judgment of record,



                23    what's it going to take to resolve that as part



                24    of this.  It happens.



                25                  But, again, as for your motion to
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                 1    have me vacate that judgment, to reopen 793 and



                 2    reinstate the 15,000, I have no authority to do



                 3    that.  Okay?  That would have to be done through



                 4    the 793 case.  And I can't tell you necessarily



                 5    how to do that, because I cannot give you legal



                 6    advice.  I'm prohibited from doing that.  All



                 7    right?



                 8                  MS. WHITE:  Thank you, Your Honor.



                 9                  THE COURT:  On the 804 case you've



                10    asked me to dismiss the third-party complaint



                11    against you and your nephew Craig.  And now I'm



                12    going to ask you, what are your grounds for the



                13    dismissal of that particular case?  804, not 793.



                14    But generally under dismissal, it's under rule --



                15    basically South Carolina Rule of Civil



                16    Procedure 12, and generally that is does their



                17    complaint state a cause of action.  What are your



                18    grounds for the dismissal of their third-party



                19    complaint?



                20                  MS. WHITE:  Third-party complaint,



                21    because, Your Honor, as far as I can see, if



                22    Attorney Carr's -- Govan paid $10,000 because he



                23    probably paid because he own the boat, he was the



                24    owner of the boat.  So I don't know how it goes



                25    and how it goes -- how it went down with Barbara
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                 1    Hudson, I can't talk on that because I had no



                 2    idea.  My thing is I can't be responsible and I



                 3    don't think I should be responsible for someone



                 4    else's bill, number 1.



                 5                  Secondly, I knew nothing about what



                 6    they had going on.  Just because if I owe a bill



                 7    I don't think I should just go and ask anybody



                 8    else out there just to pay my bill for me,



                 9    because that is not right.  I did never own a



                10    boat, so I have no right in giving you 10 --



                11    giving him $10,000 just like that.  I have no



                12    reason.



                13                  If the boat -- something happened



                14    to the boat out there -- I never own a boat.  I'm



                15    not responsible for someone else's -- someone



                16    else's -- what happened to them.  Because they



                17    keep saying that this boat was here and this boat



                18    was there.  I can't -- I don't know where the



                19    boats were, because that I don't know.  But I



                20    know I have no boat.  If I had a boat up there, I



                21    would have been more involved in it and what's



                22    going on.



                23                  I'm just -- I have no idea what's



                24    happening, what's going on.  And $10,000,



                25    that's -- just give away $10,000?  I don't even
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                 1    have $0.10.



                 2                  THE COURT:  Okay.  What I



                 3    understand the third-party complaint is, and I'll



                 4    ask Mr. Carr if I say this in error, is the



                 5    third-party complaint essentially says the



                 6    plaintiff Benny Hudson has sued Martin Govan for



                 7    the damages caused, et cetera.  Mr. Govan has



                 8    said, well, if damages were caused, it's as a



                 9    result of the other boat, your boat, Mr. White's



                10    boat -- and I understand you to say you never



                11    owned a boat.  Judge Dukes's order says



                12    different.  But was the one who caused those



                13    damages; therefore, if we're responsible to Benny



                14    Hudson Seafood for any amount of money, then we



                15    should be able to collect that from Geraldine



                16    White and Craig White.  That is essentially a



                17    segregation claim in my mind, and -- and those



                18    type of claims get filed quite frequently.  But



                19    that's what I understand the claim is.



                20                  So here's some other confines for



                21    me as they relate to 804.  In the order



                22    transferring this case to me from Judge Dukes,



                23    Judge Dukes specifically put in the order the



                24    court finds transferring this case to be



                25    appropriate in the light of the fact that:  One,
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                 1    the only remaining issues in this case relate to



                 2    the third-party case filed by defendant against



                 3    Craig White and Geraldine White for reimbursement



                 4    of monies paid by the plaintiff -- paid to



                 5    plaintiff by defendant by virtue of a settlement



                 6    in the underlying case.



                 7                  Two, the White defendants are both



                 8    in default -- and I'll talk more about that in a



                 9    second -- of this third-party action in a



                10    separate lawsuit filed by the plaintiff against



                11    the Whites, defendants, concerning the same facts



                12    and allegations of liability.  That's the 793



                13    case.  And, therefore, those allegations of



                14    liability are conclusively established.



                15                  And, three, no timely demand for



                16    jury trial was made in this third-party action.



                17    For these reasons, defendant/third-party



                18    plaintiff's motion to transfer the case to the



                19    Beaufort County Master in Equity is granted.



                20                  So what Judge Dukes has said there



                21    is that you-all are in default, and there's an



                22    affidavit that was -- of the default filed on



                23    October 22nd of 2019 in this particular case in



                24    which no answer, counterclaim, or any other



                25    pleading had been filed by either you or
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                 1    Mr. Craig White at that time.  And so -- and that



                 2    was on the summon's answer and third-party



                 3    complaint that was filed back on the 18th of



                 4    September, 2019.



                 5                  So, again, when I talk to you about



                 6    the law of the case, okay, Judge Dukes has said



                 7    the only issue is the segregation amount that



                 8    purportedly the defendant Martin Govan had paid



                 9    the plaintiff Benny Seafood that is part of the



                10    third-party complaint against you and essentially



                11    your late nephew.  All right?  And that the facts



                12    in the 793 case are the same facts in the 804



                13    case, and that those allegations of liability and



                14    the same facts are conclusively established.



                15                  So what -- what I'm left with is



                16    essentially your filing of an answer and



                17    counterclaim is not appropriate at this point in



                18    time because you've been in default and there's



                19    been no motion to set aside that default or



                20    anything else since 2019 in this case.  I'm



                21    assuming COVID had something to do with the



                22    reason this is still out there and lingering.



                23    And this isn't the only case that's still out



                24    there and has been lingering due to COVID in



                25    there.
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                 1                  Again, as I read your counterclaim



                 2    anyway, it really has to do with 793, fraud and



                 3    misrepresentation, conversion of the 15,000.  All



                 4    of those things deal with 793, which wouldn't be



                 5    appropriate in 804 regardless because those are



                 6    part of 793.  And, as I said earlier, they are



                 7    two distinct and separate cases.  So I don't find



                 8    that you've given me any grounds to dismiss 804



                 9    as you and your late nephew are in default.  And



                10    I have to deny your motions for the other three



                11    things that you asked for the reason I stated in



                12    that those are 793 items and that's a distinct



                13    case, and I have no jurisdiction in which to go



                14    into that case.  And you haven't filed anything



                15    in the 793 case to deal with 793 issues.  I can



                16    only deal with 804.  And although you attempted



                17    to combine the two, 804 and 793, in your



                18    consolidated motions, you can't arbitrarily do



                19    that.  There's a way to consolidate cases, and



                20    that's not the way.  So you would have had to



                21    file something in the 804 case and something in



                22    the 793 case separately to have those -- to have



                23    that potentially heard.



                24                  And so for those reasons, I'm going



                25    to deny your motion to reopen 793 and vacate that
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                 1    judgment, as well as to reinstate the 15,665



                 2    which appears to have been paid as a partial



                 3    payment toward the original 793 judgment that was



                 4    issued on August 22nd of 2022, I believe --



                 5    correct -- or 2018.  I'm sorry.



                 6                  As to the 804 dismissal, I don't



                 7    find any grounds, especially in the light that



                 8    you are in default and have been in default since



                 9    2019, to dismiss the third-party complaint in the



                10    804 action.  So what that leaves us with



                11    essentially at this point, and I'll ask Mr. Carr



                12    to -- to do an order.



                13                  Please at least send it over and



                14    share it with Ms. White.



                15                  And, Ms. White, if you have any



                16    issues or changes to the order, not reargument,



                17    issues or changes to the order, please let



                18    Mr. Carr know and please copy Ms. Heather on it



                19    so that we know that you've seen it.  Okay?  And



                20    then at that point, I'll review it.  I may make



                21    some changes, I may not, and then I'll sign and



                22    file the order in which you'll get a copy, of



                23    course, of it.



                24                  But what that leaves in this



                25    particular case is a damages hearing to be held
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                 1    in the 804 case based on the default and based on



                 2    Mr. Carr's segregation claim on behalf of



                 3    Mr. Govan against you and -- I understand he's



                 4    deceased now and the estate is not part of it,



                 5    but essentially against you based on the facts



                 6    and underlying liability that Judge Dukes talks



                 7    about in the September 12th, 2025 order



                 8    transferring this over to master in equity.



                 9                  So, ma'am, I will -- once I get it



                10    from Mr. Carr and you've had a chance to review



                11    it, I will get that order issued.  At that point



                12    in time, we will likely send something out



                13    looking to schedule the damages hearing.  And



                14    you -- again, I can't give you legal advice, but,



                15    you know, you'll get notice of the damages



                16    hearing.  You can appear.  You'll have the



                17    opportunity to, you know, ask questions



                18    concerning the damages, but -- but that's it.



                19    Not the underlying liability, you're in default,



                20    only as it relates to the amount of damages.



                21                  So, ma'am, any questions about --



                22    and I know you haven't seen the order yet, but



                23    any questions about my ruling as to what's going



                24    into the order?



                25                  MS. WHITE:  Well, what all --
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                 1    what -- when I get this order, what am I supposed



                 2    to be looking for?  What are your reasons --



                 3                  THE COURT:  So the -- yeah, so the



                 4    four -- the four things are basically your three



                 5    requests, as they relate to 793 to reopen and



                 6    vacate the default judgment and to essentially



                 7    set aside the judgment and reinstate the 15,000,



                 8    are hereby denied.  And, again, as we've talked



                 9    about, I have no ability because the only case



                10    that came over to me is 804, and you can't



                11    arbitrarily combine the two cases.  It doesn't



                12    work that way.  All right?  So on your request to



                13    do anything in the 793 case, those motions are



                14    denied, okay, for those reasons.



                15                  You had a generic request in there



                16    to dismiss 804, which is the underlying



                17    third-party complaint in the 804 matter that



                18    we're here on.  Again, the things that control



                19    the 804 case are the fact that you're in default



                20    and have been in default in that case since, let



                21    me make sure I get it right, the filing of



                22    October 22nd, 2019.  There's been nothing filed



                23    to set aside that default and/or anything for



                24    pleadings until you filed a counterclaim of the



                25    third-party defendant Geraldine White on
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                 1    November 7th, 2025.  That counterclaim is



                 2    untimely because you're in default and haven't



                 3    asked to set aside the default.  And it also



                 4    concerns mostly 793, which, again, you can't file



                 5    anything in the 804 case pertaining to the 793



                 6    case.  So your motion to dismiss the 804 case is



                 7    denied.



                 8                  And those were the four things that



                 9    you asked me for.  So that's what you are likely



                10    going to see in Mr. Carr's proposed order is that



                11    your three requests under 739 are denied because



                12    I have no jurisdiction, and that is a separate



                13    case on there.  And that because you're in



                14    default and have been in default since 2019, that



                15    your motion to dismiss is hereby denied.  And



                16    your counterclaim that you filed on November 7th



                17    of 2025 is untimely and hereby stricken.  That's



                18    what you should see.  Okay?  If you see something



                19    else like and thou shall pay Mr. Govan $10,000,



                20    well, I haven't ruled on that, correct?



                21                  MS. WHITE:  Correct.



                22                  THE COURT:  That wouldn't be



                23    appropriate in this order, nor would I expect



                24    Mr. Carr to do anything of that nature anyway.



                25    But that's what you're looking for.  Okay, ma'am?
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                 1                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, Your Honor.



                 2                  THE COURT:  Is there anything else



                 3    that you want to add or want to talk about as it



                 4    pertains to the order?



                 5                  MS. WHITE:  I think that's it.



                 6                  THE COURT:  Okay.  Mr. Carr,



                 7    anything that you wish to add?



                 8                  MR. CARR:  No, Your Honor.  I'll



                 9    circulate a proposed order as soon as possible



                10    and email it Ms. White before I send to -- to



                11    your chambers.



                12                  THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you all



                13    for coming in today.



                14                  Ms. White, thank you --



                15                  MS. WHITE:  Thank you, Your Honor.



                16                  THE COURT:  -- for coming in today.



                17    I appreciate that.  And then once the order is



                18    signed, we'll send out a copy to you so that you



                19    have it.  And at some point after that, I'm sure



                20    Ms. Heather will be getting in touch with you all



                21    to try to schedule a time for a damages hearing.



                22    Okay?



                23                  MS. WHITE:  Yes, sir.



                24                  MR. CARR:  Great.



                25                  THE COURT:  All right.  We're off
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                 1    the record.



                 2                  (The hearing was concluded at



                 3    2:51 P.M.)
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