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Good Morning,

Attached for filing in the above-referenced case are a Motion to Unseal All Ex Parte Motions
and Orders and accompanying Proof of Service.
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Kaylynn

Kaylynn Warren

Administrative Assistant

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

(803) 734-1330
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of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error
please notify the Commission on Indigent Defense immediately and permanently delete the original and
any copy of any e-mail and any printout thereof. SCCID may be reached by using the email address of the
sender, or at 803-734-1343.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Horry County
Benjamin H. Culbertson, Circuit Court Judge
Thomas W. Cooper, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,
RESPONDENT,

LAFREDIA CORLET TODD,
APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-002569

MOTION TO UNSEAL ALL EX PARTE MOTIONS AND ORDERS

Undersigned counsel for Appellant moves this Court to direct the Horry County Clerk
of Court to unseal all ex parfe motions and orders filed in the Horry County Court of General
Sessions pursuaﬁt to Appellant’s underlying criminal convictions as it is necessary for appellate
counsel to review the entire lower court record to provide minimally adequate representation to
Appellant. Undersigned counsel also asks that the time limits for filing the Initial Brief of Appellant
and Designation of Matter be held in abeyance pending the resolution of this motion and the receipt
of the requested documents. The State consents to this motion. In support of this motion, counsel
shows this Court that:

1. Appellant was indicted by the Jannary 2023 term of the Horry County grand jury for the

offenses of murder and possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime. After





multiple pre-trial hearings including an immunity hearing, Appellant’s case was called to trial
before the Honorable Benjamin H. Culbertson and a jury on January 9, 2025. Appellant was
represented by the Horry County Public Defender’s Office and appointed co-counsel. On January
17, 2025, the jury found Appellant guilty as indicted, and Judge Culbertson sentenced her to terms
of thirty-six years’ incarceration as to the murder charge and five years’ incarceration as to the
weapons charge to run concurrently. Appellant timely filed a Notice of Appeal.

2. Because Appellant is indigent, upon filing and service of the Notice of Appeal, this
office assumed representation of Appellant for the purposes of perfecting her direct appeal.

3. In reviewing the transcripts, counsel learned of multiple ex parfe defense filings and
orders concerning both the funding of defense expert witnesses and the funding of transcripts. It is
necessary for undersigned counsel to have access to the entire trial court record in order to provide
representation on direct appeal.

4, On February 25, 2026, this office submitted a documents request to the Horry County
Clerk of Court seeking a number of records, to include all filings and orders clocked by the Clerk of
Court in this case, attached to this motion as Exhibit A.

5. On or about February 26, 2026, this office was furnished with some of the requested
documents, to include: an ex parfe defense Motion to Reconsider the Denial of Expert Funding
clocked by the court on July 3, 2024, an ex parte Defense Motion to Reconsider the Denial of
Expert Funding and accompanying Memorandum in Support clocked by the court on July 25, 2024,
an ex parte defense Notice of Appeal clocked by the court on July 29, 2024, an Order denying ex

parte motions for funding dated October 31, 2024, and numerous other ex parte motions and orders.





6. In reviewing the documents furnished to this office by the Horry County Clerk of Court,
undersigned counsel became aware that the initial document request was not completely satisfied;
namely, a number of the requested ex parte motions and orders were not provided to this office.

7. On March 4, 2026, this office submitted a second document request and letter of
representation from undersigned counsel to the Horry County Clerk of Court seeking all ex parte
filings and orders, attached to this motion as Exhibit B.

8. On March 4, 2026, Heather Lewis, Office Manager/Jury Coordinator for the Horry
County Clerk of Court, averred to this office that those documents are sealed and that she must have
an order from a judge in order to provide this office with copies. Seg Exhibit B.

0. Undersigned counsel cannot properly represent appellant without access to all
proceedings, pleadings, and orders of the lower court. Counsel now moves to unseal all ex parfe
motions and orders in this case because no basis exists to deprive appellate counsel of motions filed
on behalf of their client and orders related to their convictions or to support their sealing post-trial.

10. This motion is filed in good faith and not for purposes of delay.

11. Undersigned counsel has consulted with opposing counsel, Melody J. Brown, about this

motion via email, and she graciously consents to this motion being granted.





WHEREFORE, undersigned counsel respectfully moves that this Court unseal all ex parte
motions and orders filed in the Horry County Court of General Sessions pursuant to Appellant’s
underlying criminal convictions for the purposes of undersigned counsel providing Appellant with
minimally adequate representation on direct appeal. Counsel also respectfully asks this Court to
hold the time limits for filing the Initial Brief of Appellant and Designation of Matter in abeyance

pending the resolution of this motion and the receipt of the requested documents from the Horry

ssica M Saxon )

ppellate Defender

outh Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
\ Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589
Columbia, SC 29211-1589

County Clerk of Court.

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 5th day of March, 2026.





EXHIBIT A

SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFINSE
it n i =

Division of Appeliate Defense
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401
Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332

Post Office Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 292111589
Telephone: {803} 734-1330

Facsimile: (803} 734-1345

Wanda H. Carter, Chief Appeliate Defender

February 25, 2026

Heather Lewis
Horry County Clerk’s Office

Re: The State v. Lafredia C. Todd
2023-(GS-26-00428, 2023-GS-26-00429

Dear Heather:

Our office is representing the above individual in their appeal to the Court of Appeals. In
order to properly prepare the appeal, we need copies of the following:

1.) See attached exhibit lists (highlighted)
2.) See attached indices (highlighted)
3.) All clocked filings and orders

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance for
vour kind assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

e

Seari Flynn
Administrative Coordinator
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EXHIBIT B

Warren, Kaxlxnn

From: Flynn, Sean

Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 8:17 AM

To: Warren, Kaylynn

Subject: FW: [External] RE: Lafredia Corlett Todd; 2023-GS-26-00428; 00429

From: Lewis, Heather D. (COC) <LewisHea@horrycountysc.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2026 3:40 PM

To: Flynn, Sean <sflynn@sccid.sc.gov>; Elvis, Renee <elvisr@horrycountysc.gov>
Cc: Saxon, Jessica <jsaxon@sccid.sc.gov>; Melody Brown <mbrown@scag.gov>
Subject: [External] RE: Lafredia Corlett Todd; 2023-GS-26-00428; 00429

I’m sorry but those orders are sealed. | must have an order from a judge stating they can be unsealed
before | can provide you with copies.

Heather D Lewis

Horry County Clerk of Court
Office Manager/Jury Coordinator
843- 915 6744

jn\nﬂu mwnnnqﬁ
SR

ngg “"

From: Flynn, Sean <sflynn@sccid.sc.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2026 2:18 PM

To: Elvis, Renee <elvisr@haorrycountysc.gov>

Cc: Lewis, Heather D. (COC) <LewisHea@horrycountysc.gov>; Saxon, Jessica <jsaxon@sccid.sc.gov>; Melody Brown
<mbrown@scag.gov>

Subject: Lafredia Corlett Todd; 2023-GS-26-00428; 00429

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,

Canyou please forward me all ex parte filings and orders for the above-named individual? I’'ve attached a letter of
representation for your records.

Thank you so much.

Sean Flynn





SOLH’H CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE

Division of Appeliate Defense ‘ ‘
1330 Lady Stroet, Suite 401 ‘Wanda H, Carter, Chief Appellate Defender

Columblia, South Carolina 29204-3332

Fast Office Box 11580
Co!um bia, South Garolina 292111588
Telephone: (B03)734:1330

Fagsimile: {803} 734-1345

March 04, 2026

The Honorable Renee C. Elvis:
Horry County Clerk of Court
PO Box 677

Conway,.SC 29528
elvisri@horrycounty.org

Re: The State v. Latredia Corlett Todd
Appellate Case No. 2025-002569
Lower Court Case Nos. 2023-GS-26-00428 and -00429

Dear Honorable Clerk:

This letter serves as notice that I represent the above-named individual on appeal of their
convietions -arising from the Horry County Court of General Sessions in the South Carolina
‘Court of Appeals. Pursuant to- my representation of Ms. Todd, I am requesting copies of all ex
parte filings and orders in this case for the purposes of appellate review. Counsel for the state is
copied to this correspondence. If you have any questions or require further information, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sineerely,

IMS/kpw

ce: Melody J. Brown, Esquire






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Horry County
Benjamin H. Culbertson, Circuit Court Judge
Thomas W. Cooper, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,
RESPONDENT,

V.
LAFREDIA CORLET TODD,

APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-002569

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3) and Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, the undersigned hereby certifies
a true copy of the Motion to Unseal All Ex Parte Motions and Orders in the above-referenced
case has been served upon Melody J. Brown, Esquire, at the primary e-mail address listed in the
Attorney Information System (AIS), this 5" day of March, 2026.

Qe’? @ N- QU }j}%&
b,

Jessica M. Saxon
/‘-*A pellate Defender

outh Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
‘Division of Appellate Defense
PO Box 11589
Columbia, SC 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT










Warren, Kaylynn

From: Warren, Kaylynn

Sent: Thursday, March 5, 2026 11:00 AM

To: Melody Brown

Cc: Saxon, Jessica; 'abennett@scag.goVv'

Subject: 2025-002569 The State v. Lafredia Corlet Todd

Attachments: 2025-002569 The State v. Lafredia Corlet Todd Motion to Unseal All Ex Parte Motions

and Orders.pdf

Good Morning,

Attached for service in the above-referenced case is the Motion to Unseal All Ex Parte Motions and Orders which
will be filed today, March 5, 2026, with the Court of Appeals via email filing.

Respectfully,

Kaylynn

Kaylynn Warren

Administrative Assistant

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

(803) 734-1330






