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ISSUE PRESENTED 

Whether the court erred in denying post-conviction relief where trial counsel effectively 

conceded elements of the offense without a valid strategic justification, since counsel's 

performance was deficient and prejudice should be presumed? 
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PETITION TO BE RELIEVED AS COUNSEL 

Counsel for Charles Tillman states: 

I. She is Appellate Defender for the South Carolina Office of Appellate Defense,
and was appointed to represent petitioner. 

2. She has reviewed the record of petitioner's post-conviction relief hearing before
Judge J. Derham Cole, which was held on August 22, 2024, and, in her opinion, the appeal is 
without legal merit sufficient to warrant a new trial. 

3. She has, pursuant to Johnson v. State, 294 S.C. 310, 364 S.E.2d 201 (1988),
briefed an arguable legal issue which arose during the post-conviction relief process. 

Therefore, counsel requests that the Court relieve her as counsel for Charles Tillman. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER 
This 9th day of March, 2026. 
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