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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals  

_______________ 

APPEAL FROM FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Brian M. Gibbons, Circuit Court Judge 

_______________ 

Appellate Case No. 2026-000263 
Case No. 2025-CP-20-00274 & 2025-CP-20-00275 

_______________ 

Estate of Robert E. Powers, Jr., Jennifer D. Powers, Personal 
Representative,  ........................................................................................ Appellants 

v.  

The Hon. Bradley Caulder as an individual, Law Office of Barbara 
E. Brunson, as guardian ad litem for Robert Edward Powers, Jr.,
Barbara Brunson, individual, Family Services, Inc., d/b/a Origin
SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Caprice Atterbury, as
an individual, Traci Strickland, as an individual, Leslie P. Taylor,
as Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, as
Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, individual,
Attorney Brian Dumas, individual, and Attorney Brandon Keith
Poston, individual,  ............................................................................... Respondents 

_____________________________ 

Return to Appellants’ Motion to File Amended Notice of Appeal 
_____________________________ 

Respondent Brandon Keith Poston opposes the latest pro se filings from Appellant Jennifer 

D. Powers, each of which are titled “Ex-Parte Motion Requesting Permission to File Amended

Notice of Appeal,” (collectively as the “Motions”) for three reasons.1

First, the Court should deny Powers’ Motions due to her continued procedural failures. 

Powers filed these Motions, like many others, without properly serving them on Poston’s counsel 

1 On February 26, 2026, Powers filed two documents, each of which are titled “Ex-Parte Appellant 
Motion Requesting Permission to File Amended Notice of Appeal.”  These documents appear to 
be identical in form and substance, though they are filed in reference to different Circuit Court 
case numbers.  Accordingly, Poston makes this Return to both filings. 
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as required by Rule 262(c), SCACR.  After receiving a deficiency notice the Court sent to Powers, 

undersigned counsel later received the instant Motions by FedEx delivery.  This is not the first 

time that Powers has used FedEx to serve documents, both on undersigned counsel and on Poston 

directly.  Moreover, Powers’ Proof of Service filed with the Motions indicates that the Motions 

were served on February 25, 2026, by both United States Mail and personal delivery to the 

undersigned counsel’s office.  By contrast, the Motions were sent via FedEx, and the shipping 

label indicates a ship date of February 28, 2026.  (See Powers’ FedEx Packet, Exhibit A.)  Given 

Powers’ failure to properly follow the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules, Powers’ Motions 

should be denied.  Rule 240(g), SCACR (“Failure of the moving party to perform any act required 

by this Rule may be deemed an abandonment of the motion or petition.”).  

Second, Powers has failed to state the grounds for the Motions as required by Rule 240(c), 

SCACR.  The Clerk of Court previously notified Powers that she could not amend her Notices of 

Appeal without filing a motion under Rule 240.  (Ltr. To Powers, February 19, 2026.)  In response, 

Powers made two filings titled “Ex-Parte Appellant Motion Requesting Permission to File 

Amended Notice of Appeal” wherein she moves, “[p]ursuant to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 

15(a) and 15(a)(1), Rule 15(a)(2), the Appellants hereby submit this Motion to File their Amended 

Complaint.”  (Ex-Parte Motion Requesting Permission to File Amended Notice of Appeal ¶ 2.)  

Powers’ Motions, much like her various other filings below and before this Court, are largely 

incomprehensible, so they fail to “state the grounds thereof” as required by Rule 240(c), and should 

be denied.   

Third, Powers is not a licensed attorney and lacks standing to pursue this action in a 

representative capacity as a pro se litigant.  Brown v. Coe, 365 S.C. 137, 142, 616 S.E.2d 705, 708, 

order clarified, 365 S.C. 664, 620 S.E.2d 323 (2005); In re Lexington County Transfer Court, 334 
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S.C. 47, 512 S.E.2d 791 (1999) (acknowledging that South Carolina, like other jurisdictions, limits 

the practice of law to licensed attorneys).  The generally understood definition of the practice of 

law embraces the preparation of pleadings, and other papers incident to actions and special 

proceedings, and the management of such actions and proceedings on behalf of clients before 

judges and courts.  Doe v. McMaster, 355 S.C. 306, 585 S.E.2d 773 (2003); State v. Despain, 319 

S.C. 317, 460 S.E.2d 576 (1995); In re Duncan, 83 S.C. 186, 65 S.E. 210 (1909).  Such a limitation 

is required by Section 40-5-310 because Powers is not a lawyer and the Estate is a separate legal 

entity with interests other than those of Powers alone.  Coe, 365 S.C. at 147, 616 S.E.2d at 708; 

S.C. Code Ann. § 40–5–310 (“No person may practice or solicit the cause of another in a court of 

this State unless he has been admitted and sworn as an attorney.”).  Moreover, the South Carolina 

Supreme Court has acknowledged that such restrictions on pro se representation are “necessary to 

protect the public from representation by those unlearned in the law.”  Id.   

This action arises out of the Fairfield County Probate Court’s handling of the Estate of 

Robert E. Powers, Jr. (2023ES2000136), though Powers’ filings, to the extent they can be 

deciphered, routinely muse about a much older Richland County Circuit Court matter, Jennifer D. 

Powers, v. Robert E. Powers, Jr. and Nancy E. Powers, et al. (2016-CP-40-00819).   Unhappy 

with the result of that litigation in Richland County, Powers sued—this time in Fairfield County—

the Probate Judge and a host of attorneys involved in the collateral litigation.  In so doing, both the 

Fairfield County Probate Court and the Fairfield County Circuit Court informed Powers that she 

was not permitted to pursue this action in a representative capacity as a pro se litigant.  (June 30, 

2025 Order at 3, Exhibit B; January 30, 2026 Order of Dismissal at 4, Exhibit C.)  In an apparent 

disregard of both the Probate Court and the Circuit Court’s respective orders, Powers has 

repeatedly filed motions and appeals on behalf of the Estate of Robert E. Powers, Jr.  Regardless 
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of whether Powers is the court-appointed personal representative of the Estate, she does not have 

standing to file a civil action on its behalf.  The Court should reject Powers’ continued efforts to 

pursue this action in a representative capacity as a pro se litigant and dismiss the appeal.  Coe, 365 

S.C. at 147, 616 S.E.2d at 708.  

Conclusion 

For the reasons set forth above, Respondent Brandon Keith Poston requests that the Court 

deny each of Powers’ Ex-Parte Appellant Motion Requesting Permission to File Amended Notice 

of Appeal.  Poston further requests that the Court dismiss the appeal because Powers, a pro se

litigant, may not pursue this action in a representative capacity on behalf of the Estate of Robert 

E. Powers, Jr.  

NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH LLP 

By:  /s/ Matthew A. Abee
 Matthew A. Abee, SC Bar No. 101100 

E-Mail: matt.abee@nelsonmullins.com 
Connor T. Jasso, SC Bar No. 105190 
E-Mail: connor.jasso@nelsonmullins.com  

 1320 Main Street / 17th Floor 
 Post Office Box 11070 (29211-1070) 
 Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
 803.799.2000

Attorneys for Respondent Keith Poston
Columbia, South Carolina 
March 9, 2026 



EXHIBIT A 

Powers’ FedEx Packet 
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EXHIBIT B 

June 30, 2025 Order
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EXHIBIT C 

January 30, 2026 Order of Dismissal 
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Fairfield Common Pleas

Case Caption: Jennifer D Powers , plaintiff, et al VS   The Hon. Bradley Caulder ,
defendant, et al

Case Number: 2025CP2000275

Type: Order/Form 4

So Ordered

s/Brian M. Gibbons #2168 Circuit Judge

Electronically signed on 2026-01-29 15:56:10     page 7 of 7
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Appellate Case No. 2026-000263 
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_______________ 

 
Estate of Robert E. Powers, Jr., Jennifer D. Powers, Personal 
Representative,  ........................................................................................ Appellants 
 

v.  
 
The Hon. Bradley Caulder as an individual, Law Office of Barbara 
E. Brunson, as guardian ad litem for Robert Edward Powers, Jr., 
Barbara Brunson, individual, Family Services, Inc., d/b/a Origin 
SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Caprice Atterbury, as 
an individual, Traci Strickland, as an individual, Leslie P. Taylor, 
as Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, as 
Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, individual, 
Attorney Brian Dumas, individual, and Attorney Brandon Keith 
Poston, individual,  ............................................................................... Respondents 

 
_____________________________ 

 
Proof of Service 

_____________________________ 
 

I, the undersigned, of the law offices of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP, 

attorneys for Respondent Keith Poston, do hereby certify that I have served all parties in this action 

with a copy of the pleading(s) hereinbelow specified, by electronic mail and U.S. mail to the 

address stated in the Supreme Court Order 2022-05-06-03 and in accordance with Rule 262, 

SCACR. 

Pleading(s): Return to Appellants’ Motion to File Amended Notice of Appeal 
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Jennifer E. Powers, Jr. 
708 Chester Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
jdpowers1031@yahoo.com  
Plaintiff/Appellant Pro Se – served via electronic mail & U.S. Certified Mail 

The Honorable Bradley Caulder, Probate Court Judge 
Fairfield County Probate Court 
260 Bratton Street 
Winnsboro, SC 29180 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via U.S. Certified Mail only 

Family Services, Inc. d/b/a Origin SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr. 
c/o Tracy Strickland, as Registered Agent 
8084 Rivers Avenue, Suite 100 
North Charleston, SC 29410 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via U.S. Certified Mail only 

Caprice Atterbury, CEO 
Family Services Inc. d/b/a Origin SC 
8084 Rivers Avenue, Suite 100 
North Charleston, SC 29410 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via U.S. Certified Mail only 

Tracy Strickland, Director 
Family Services Inc. d/b/a Origin SC 
8084 Rivers Avenue, Suite 100 
North Charleston, SC 29410 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via U.S. Certified Mail only 

Leslie P. Taylor, individually and as Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr. 
831 Williams Circle 
West Columbia, SC 29172 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via U.S. Certified Mail only 

Brian Dumas, Esq. 
718 Clemson Road 
Columbia, SC 29229 
brian@briandumasattorney.com  
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via electronic mail & U.S. Certified Mail 

Gray T. Culbreath (SC Bar No. 11907) GALLIVAN WHITE & BOYD, P.A. Post 
Office Box 7368 
1201 Main Street, Suite 1200 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201  
GCulbreath@gwblawfirm.com  

Attorney for Respondents Barbara Brunson and The Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson, as 
guardian ad litem for Robert Edward Powers, Jr. 



 

 By:  /s/ Connor T. Jasso  
  Matthew A. Abee, SC Bar No. 101100 

E-Mail: matt.abee@nelsonmullins.com 
Connor T. Jasso, SC Bar No. 105190 
E-Mail: connor.jasso@nelsonmullins.com  

  1320 Main Street / 17th Floor 
  Post Office Box 11070 (29211-1070) 
  Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
  803.799.2000 

 Attorneys for Respondent Keith Poston 
Columbia, South Carolina 
March 9, 2026 
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