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APRIL 7, 2025

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings began at 9:42 AM.)

THE COURT: The next case is CBL Services, LLC, versus

Ryan Transport, LLC.

MR. HUNTER: Good morning, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Good morning.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Good morning, Judge.

THE COURT: Good morning. How are you doing?

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Pretty good, sir.

THE COURT: Good. You’'re free to -- you can have a seat
if you would like.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Okay.

THE COURT: We’ll -- we’ll recognize the plaintiff first,
and then I'm going to recognize you. Does that sound fair?

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Very good. Yes, sir?

MR. HUNTER: Thank you, Your Honor.

It’s, of course, up to you how you want to take these up.
I believe the defendant filed a motion to reconsider, he had
requested a jury trial, and we have filed a -- a motion for
summary judgment. If it’s all right with you, I can address
the motion to reconsider first.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. HUNTER: Thank you, Your Honor.

So, Your Honor, you might recall that the defendant filed

_4-
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a motion to dismiss, claiming that the Court did not have
personal Jjurisdiction over him. Your Honor, if you look at
Rule 4 (d) and it says in the order a voluntary appearance is
equivalent to personal service. The defendant was claiming at
a prior hearing he was never served.

He did file in, I believe, November of 2024 a general
denial with some affirmative defenses. He has made a general
appearance. He has waived any -- any claim that the Court
does not have personal Jjurisdiction over him.

Your Honor, not that you need it, but I do have a -- if I
could approach?

THE COURT: Yeah.

MR. HUNTER: I do have a Supreme Court case that states
that -- if you'll indulge me. It says by making a general
appearance in an action, the defendant waives any objection to
jurisdiction of the person.

Now, I'm unsure what rules -- Rule of Civil Procedure
we’re proceeding under here as far as the motion to
reconsider, but there's no new evidence in this case. There's
no question that the evidence upon which the motion was denied
was sufficient. We're just looking at the public record here,
of course. There's been no intervening change in the law.
There's no evidence of any surprise or mistake.

Accordingly, the judgment should be denied.

THE COURT: All right. Yes, sir. 1I'd be glad to hear

-5-
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from you.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: With regard to the jurisdiction.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Yes, sir. Well, first of all,
I'd like to address that I did not waive my right. I did not
waive anything of my right to saying that the Court doesn't
have jurisdiction.

THE COURT: Did you -- did you file an answer?

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Yes, sir. That was in my
original motion to dismiss.

THE COURT: All right.

THE DEFENDANT: And yeah, I have a response to the motion
for summary Jjudgment.

THE COURT: All right. Well, based on that, I do indeed
find that this Court does have jurisdiction because of your
general appearance, but --

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: But --

THE COURT: -- we'll address the issue with regard to
summary judgment at this juncture.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: He made a statement to you just
now, Your Honor. He said I waived my right. I did not waive
my right.

THE COURT: Well, by your actions, you did. And you're
protected on the record, and you can appeal the decision if

you want to, but at this juncture, we're going to take up the
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-—- the motion for summary judgment, and I'll be glad to hear
from the moving party.

MR. HUNTER: Thank you, Your Honor. Jason Hunter again
for the plaintiff.

Your Honor, and just to clarify, I believe what was filed
was just our general form motion for summary judgment. The
only thing I'm seeking today to accomplish through our motion,
Your Honor, is to deal with the defendant's answer and allow
us to move on to a damages hearing.

So with that being clarified, Your Honor, this is a
collection case. It concerns the purchase of a 53-foot
trailer, the type that can be connected to a tractor and used
for over-the-road hauling. Back in September of 2021,
defendant decided through his LLC he needed to purchase this
piece of equipment. That piece of equipment was purchased in
2021 for $48,600. That purchase was financed by the
plaintiff's predecessor in interest.

Now, pursuant to that purchase, the defendant, on behalf
of the LLC, executed a note, a security agreement granting a
security interest in that collateral. Defendant also executed
a personal guarantee, guaranteeing that should the LLC fail to
abide by the terms of contract, then he would be personally
responsible.

The loan is to be repaid in 57 monthly payments of

$1,250.14. Those payments began in October of 2021.

_7-
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Now, the loan didn't work out. The LLC went into payment
default. And around November of 2022, the collateral was
surrendered. That same month, the plaintiff’s predecessor in
interest sent out a notice notifying the defendant personally
and the LLC that they intended to sell the collateral, apply
the proceeds to the deficiency, and that he would be
responsible for any remaining deficiency.

The property was sold. Proceeds of $26,000 were applied
to that debt. And in February of 2023, a deficiency notice
was sent to the LLC and to the defendant personally informing
them of the application of his proceeds, of the deficiency
balance, and the fact that they remained liable for the
payment of that. If they failed to pay it, it would be sued.
And of course, the deficiency was not paid, and we are here
today.

Your Honor, everything I've just said has been attested
to in an affidavit. Along with our affidavit, we included a
copy of the agreement, a copy of the bill of sale for this
trailer, the collateral, copies of documents evidencing the
transfer of the debt to my client, to the plaintiff. We
included the pre-sale notice and the post-sale deficiency
notice.

Defendant has -- and it's clear in the record he's
clearly kept up with this lawsuit. He submitted no evidence

contradicting anything in the plaintiff’s pleadings, neither
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anything the plaintiff says in their affidavit, or any of the
plaintiff's exhibits. There's no evidence in front of the
Court that contradicts any of that.

There's -- we've sent discovery to the defendant, and
that discovery included -- we haven’t gotten any discovery
back. That discovery included requests to admit that dealt
with all the defendant's affirmative defenses. All that stuff
is now deemed admitted.

The undisputed facts of this case clearly show that the
plaintiff should be afforded judgment as a matter of law.
There's no genuine dispute as to any material facts that
require resolution at a trial.

For that reason, we're requesting that the Court grant
our motion and allow us to schedule a damages hearing in -- in
the case. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 1I'd be glad to hear from you.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Yes, sir. I have a response.
It's —— it’s captioned Defendant's Response to Plaintiff's
Motion for Summary Judgment.

On March 14th, 2025, plaintiff, through its attorney,
filed a motion for summary judgment seeking an order on the
grounds that there are no genuine issues as to any material
facts and that plaintiff is entitled to such order as a matter
of law. He is wrong. Plaintiff's motion for summary judgment

should be denied.
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Plaintiff is not entitled to an order of summary judgment
as a matter of law. There are clearly definitely genuine
issues as to material facts.

First and foremost, defendant responded to plaintiff's
motion and complaint, and that record speaks for itself.
Defendant denied everything that was alleged. Defendant takes
issue with the fact that plaintiff is still allowed to proceed
in this matter against defendant Ryan Antonio Burgess, when,
in fact, the so-called contract was between North Mill Credit
Trust, an entity from the State of Connecticut, and now
dissolved South Carolina limited liability company, Ryan
Transport, LLC. Plaintiff has no right to pursue defendant
Ryan Antonio Burgess in this matter because defendant did not
knowingly, willing -- willfully or intentionally sign as a
personal guarantor for the above-mentioned limited liability
company.

And I ask this Court to force plaintiff to produce any
witnesses, such as a notary public or anyone from CBL
Services, LLC, whom I have no knowledge of, for the record, or
the original creditor, North Mill Credit Trust, that can
testify that they personally witnessed or have audio or video
of Ryan Antonio Burgess signing as a personal guarantor for
Ryan Transport, LLC.

Secondly, the Fourteenth and Fifth Amendments of the

United States Constitution guarantees every person, such as

-10 -






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Ryan Antonio Burgess, the right to a fair legal process that
protects fundamental rights. Ryan Antonio Burgess has a right
to due process. Granting plaintiff’s motion for summary
judgment will surely violate defendant's due process rights
and right to a fair and impartial trial procedure.

Plaintiff is well aware of defendant's intentions to
proceed to a jury trial in this case, and on January 28th,
2025, plaintiff and defendant stood before this Court when
plaintiff heard defendant advise this Court in open court that
he wants to proceed to a jury trial, and this Court responded
to defendant, advising him that, at that junction, that's
where this case is headed.

On February 11th, 2025, defendant formally requested for
a jury trial by way of motion. Plaintiff is attempting to
avoid or avert the trial process and procedures by asking this
Court for an order of summary judgment, thus in violation of
defendant's due process rights.

For all of the above-mentioned facts, defendant
respectfully requests that this Court deny plaintiff's motion
for summary judgment. Respectfully submitted, Ryan Antonio
Burgess.

THE COURT: Do you have any affidavits or depositions or
any discovery to support what you just told me?

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: No, sir, I don't.

THE COURT: I'll be glad to hear from the plaintiff, and

-11 -
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then I'll recognize you again.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Okay.

THE COURT: What -- in reviewing the file, it appears as
if he did sign the note and a personal guarantee, didn't he?

MR. HUNTER: Yes, Your Honor, and I'll just point out
that, you know, he's responsible for the --

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Can I respond to that, Judge?

THE COURT: Hang on just one second.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Okay.

MR. HUNTER: The defendant is, of course, responsible for
the content of the document. You can't execute a document and
then say, well, I didn't know what was in that. He’s
responsible for the terms of the contract he signed.

Yes, Your Honor, it appears that he signed on behalf of
the LLC. He signed -- he signed the personal guarantee, you
know, giving himself the responsibility to be -- to undertake
any obligation the LLC did not take care of itself. He took
possession of the trailer. He returned the trailer. Yes,
Your Honor, he did.

THE COURT: All right. All right. Well, I'm going to
grant the motion for summary judgment and ask that you prepare
an order to that effect and allow the -- the defendant to --

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Judge, you're not going to let me
respond to that?

THE COURT: Yes. Yes, you can. Yes.

12 -
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THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Yes. I mean, before you make a
decision, I mean, you said I signed a personal guarantee, but
I maintain that I do not recognize this document. That's what
-- that's the reason I'm standing here today, because of this
one half page that I need a magnifying glass to read the
paper.

My signature is clearly not on this -- on this paper, and
that's what he is relying on to have me standing here other
than the LLC. He’s relying on this little paper here that
doesn't have a signature -- my signature on it, and the -- and
the address is incorrect, and the personal guarantee is
incomplete.

I don't recognize this document. I believe it's
fraudulent. I was never told that I was signing a --

THE COURT: Did you -- did you get the trailer? Did you
get —--

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: I think it was false. I believe
it’s fraudulent.

THE COURT: Did you get the trailer and use it?

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: I did not. A limited liability
company did.

THE COURT: Oh, okay. All right. Well, let me see --

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: I maintain that I --

THE COURT: Let me see the piece --

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: -- did not sign this document.

-13-
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THE COURT: Let me see that.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: I do not recognize this document.
I maintain that no one from North Mill Credit Trust ever went
over a personal guarantee. I believe they used tactics to --
predatory lending tactics. I don't recognize that document.
Somehow, they slid it in there or I'm not sure if this -- who
the -- whoever the plaintiff is representing. They slid it
in.

I -- my signature is not -- clearly, if you look in the
signature block, it asks for my complete name. I did not sign
my complete name. The address is incomplete, and I addressed
that in my supplement to defendant's motion for
reconsideration of my motion to dismiss.

THE COURT: All right.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: And if you -- that's what he's
relying on. I don't believe I should be here, Your Honor, and
if you look at that paper, that paper does not give him any
right to have me here. That's incomplete and inaccurate.

THE COURT: All right.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: And I don't recognize it.

THE COURT: Well, at this juncture, motion for summary
judgment, you're required to support those allegations and
perhaps have evidence presented in the form of an affidavit
that's not your signature. You could have a handwriting

expert, but you haven't done that.
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So, therefore, I'm going to rule in favor of the summary
judgment and give you an opportunity to appear for a damages
hearing.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: So just to be clear, my
statements about my right to a jury trial and violating my due

process rights and Fourteenth Amendment, you’re going to just

THE COURT: Yes. Yes, I am.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: You’re going to just deny 1it?

THE COURT: But you can appeal it.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: File an appeal?

THE COURT: You can appeal it.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Say that again?

THE COURT: You can —-- you can appeal that decision if
you choose to do so.

THE DEFENDANT BURGESS: Okay.

THE COURT: Very good. Good luck to you.

MR. HUNTER: Thank you, Your Honor.

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings ended at 9:57 AM.)

—-—— END REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT ---
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