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must be freely, voluntarily, and intelligently made, with 

knowledge of the protections given to you by the Fifth 

Amendment and the consequences of your decision to testify. 

If you decide not to testify, I will instruct the jurors 

that they cannot give the fact that you did not testify any 

consideration whatsoever. And there -- that there is to be 

absolutely no prejudice to you because you did not testify. 

It is left entirely up to you whether or not you testify. 

You may talk with your attorney, your family and 

friends or anyone else, but the final decision will be left 

entirely up to you. Do you understand what I've explained 

to you? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Do you have any questions about what I've· 

explained to you? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Have you discussed with your lawyer 

whether or not you should testify? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Do you need any additional time to talk to 

your lawyer or anyone else about the decision whether to 

testify? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Do you wish to testify? 

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am. 
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THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. You can have a seat. 

All righty. So that then concludes this case. Wonderful. 

Testimony and all that. Or do you have any other 

witnesses? I'm sorry. 

MR. HAYES: No, I don't I don't have any witnesses, 

Judge. I do probably would, in front of the jury, rest my 

case, renew my previous motions and objections and that 

kind of thing just to preserve it for the record. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. 

MR. HAYES: And we can be able to move forward with 

the closing argument. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. So, since I've just ruled on 

the motions and -- and everything, I can go ahead and tell 

you my rulings remain the same on those. Nothing's 

changed. 

MR. HAYES: It's just strictly about preservation and 

making sure that I'm doing the things I'm supposed to be 

doing. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. And so for preservation of 

the record, you've done it now at you know, at the close 

of all of the evidence. I only say that because you can 

rest formally in front of the jury, but I don't want to 

have to send them back out to, you know, for you to renew 

the -- the motions and objections. Although I guess that's 

innocuous enough. 
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MR. HAYES: Well, yeah, I think that -­

THE COURT: That you can say those words. 

MR. HAYES: I did -- I think I did that in front of 

the jury in a case with Judge Coble back in August. I 

mean, I --

THE COURT: Yeah, you can. Of course. 

MR. HAYES: I think we did it -- I think we did it 

503 

like that just because I am -- I'm not interested in you 

know, making them parade around, so. 

THE COURT: Right. And since there has been no 

Defense evidence, no Defense case, there's no additional 

argument to be made on those motions, I suppose, so yeah, 

that's fine. So we'll do that at 10:30 when the jury comes 

in. 

So, if you can email any proposed jury charges to my 

clerk this evening, that would be helpful. And then I'll 

see you all at 9:30 to have a conversation about the 

charges, and finalize the charges before the jury comes. 

Okay? 

MR. HAYES: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: 9:30 tomorrow morning. Have a good night. 

(Court adjourned until 9:30 a.m) 

November 21,2024 

THE BAILIFF: Court come to order. All rise. You may 

be seated. 
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THE COURT: We don't have a finalized jury charge yet. 

But I'm going to give you the shell of what we have so that 

you can start looking at it. Pay no attention to these 

substantive criminal charges. What you're looking at there 

is all of the other language about expert witnesses and 

criminal intent, presumption of innocence, blah, blah, 

blah, to see if I've missed anything or if anything needs 

to be added to that. 

MR. HAYES: Good morning, Judge. 

THE COURT: Good morning. Yes, sir. 

MR. HAYES: I have just one very brief thing I'd like 

to put on the record. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. 

MR. HAYES: From yesterday, one of the rulings by the 

Court -- I just -- we had a sidebar. There was an 

objection made while Special Agent Fey was testifying about 

his understanding or impression of testimony -- or not 

necessarily testimony, but information that was available 

in a Met CAC interview. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. HAYES: Of a non-testing victim -- alleged victim. 

THE COURT: Right. 

MR. HAYES: Okay. And I had attempted to, sort of, 
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through the product of hearsay, understand what he -- he 

had testified in -- in -- on direct about he had kind of 

relied on the Met CAC interview in his investigation. And 

so I wanted to go into that a little bit about some of the 

things and his understanding, impressions of the non­

testifying victims, sort of, what their perspective was and 

what his impression of that was. 

At the time, the Government sustained an objection 

or the -- the Government objected. The Court sustained 

that. There was some argument at the time. Later, we had 

a bench conference to further kind of discuss that. And I 

don't know if that bench conference is on -- a part of the 

record or not. I don't. So just out of clarity, I just 

want to make sure that my understanding -- and I'm not 

trying to misrepresent anything, but we had a bench 

conference to talk about that. 

And, basically, I told the Court exactly what I just 

said during that conference. And the Government basically 

said they thought that it was an improper line of 

questioning based on the -- there was some kind of 

privilege. I'm not exactly -- and I'll let them say 

whatever it is that they -- they purported to say. But it 

was my understanding based on the Court's ruling that any 

line of questioning about that interview with Sergeant Fey 

was impermissible and I wasn't to go down. Right. And so 
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I just want to make sure that that is a part of the record 

in -- in the event that this case needs to be reviewed. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. 

MR. HAYES: Thank you. 

MS. HUGHES: Thank you, Your honor. The State's 

position during that bench conference based off of Ms. 

Raymer's objection was that the Defense wasn't trying to 

elicit the product of hearsay, but was just trying to 

elicit hearsay itself. I believe the question was posed, 

do you remember  saying to the forensic 

interviewer, and then essentially repeating what  

 said to ask the witness, Special Agent Fey, "Do 

you remember  saying that?" 

So the State's position is that that was eliciting 

hearsay and not the product of hearsay. So that was the 

basis of the State's objection. Also, he was trying to 

elicit statements made in a forensic interviewer -­

interview that is not otherwise independently admissible. 

THE COURT: And for those reasons, the Court sustained 

the objection. The previous question of the witness -- I 

don't remember the wording of it, but certainly he -- the 

interview was mentioned, but the question was, what did he 

do as a result of the information that he got from the 

interview after reviewing the interview, which, frankly, is 

always a permissible question. And -- and the way that you 

AB

AB

AB
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have to ask questions to avoid hearsay, the witness can't 

say what the other person said. 

They can say, "Well, I talked to them on the phone and 

then I went to the grocery store. " Can't tell us what they 

told you on the phone, but you can tell us what you did in 

response to whatever information you got. But, I mean, I 

think the State has articulated it pretty well. I -- I 

found your question to be different from that, asking for 

actual hearsay rather than his response to information that 

he received. 

MR. HAYES: Right. Yeah. I was trying to seek his 

understanding or impression of what the information 

provided was because he said he had relied on it in his 

investigation. 

THE COURT: Right. Which then calls for hearsay. The 

same as if my phone call and going to the grocery store, 

they can say, you talked to her on the phone and as a 

result of that conversation, what did you do when I went to 

the grocery store. It's different to ask, "What did she 

say to you on the phone?" 

MR. HAYES: I didn't. Yeah, I didn't ask --

THE COURT: Even if the question is -- I mean, even if 

the answer to that question would be, "Well, she told me 

not to go to the grocery store on the phone," or "She told 

me the grocery store was dangerous." It doesn't matter. 
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That's the hearsay part. The non hearsay part is in 

response to that. And "Maybe he's a crazy person because I 

told him the grocery store was on fire and he went to the 

grocery store." I don't know. And the jury doesn't know. 

That's the hearsay part. 

MR. HAYES: And I understand, Judge, and I think that 

there and the way that I tried to frame the question, it 

would be within one of the exceptions. But I understand 

the Court's ruling. I'm not trying to quibble. Again, I'm 

just trying to protect my client's interests. And I just 

want to make sure in the event that that bench conference 

wasn't on the record -- they're not always -- I -- I -- and 

I -- I didn't think to do it yesterday afternoon, but I 

just want to make sure that I reserve that. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. 

MR. HAYES: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. And I was just trying to -­

you know, I got to put my reasons on the record too, what's 

all of that is discussed because -- yeah. When 

MR. HAYES: And so it sort of landed itself. I didn't 

go down the line of questioning because that was my 

understanding. The Court said that basically any -- any 

kind of like similar type of question because that wouldn't 

have been the only one had I gone down the path. There was 

going to be a lot. But it was my understanding that the 
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Court's ruling in the bench conference said, and that whole 

line of questioning would've been impermissible for the 

reasons that you outlined. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. Absolutely. Okay. Did the 

Defense have any proposed jury charges? 

MR. HAYES: No, ma'am. I really didn't. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MR. HAYES: You know, your standard charge, Judge, I 

know you've been doing it a long time and have a lot of 

respect for the Court in that respect. I did, you know, 

kind of go through and try to match up, to some degree, 

some of the substantive thing. But I guess we're going to 

get through that in a minute because I stood up when you 

said, "Forget about the criminal stuff, let's go through 

the other ones first." So we really hadn't got to do that 

before I interrupted this process. 

THE COURT: Right. No, that's fine. That's fine. 

Yeah, so bottom of page 9, and then going on to page 10. I 

-- I mean, "trafficking persons," ignore that because 

that's -- that's just a beginning, not maybe my final 

wording of it. "First degree sexual exploitation of a 

minor," you can ignore that, so. As I said, I was really 

trying to get at all of the rest of it, and make sure that 

there are no specific charges, specific language that needs 

to be added other than that. But if you don't have 
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MR. HAYES: Well, I mean, Judge, I -- I wish I was 

more of a legal eagle, and I think I've expressed that to 

the Court in the past. I mean, it is sort of a -- you 

know, I don't -- our legislature is -- this is what they've 

given us. And so it's a little bit convoluted and a little 

bit choppy. And so trying to get through this and trying 

to put it in a form where somebody might actually 

understand what it's trying to say is difficult. 

And Defense recognizes that I'm certainly, you know, 

more of a trenches lawyer than a -- than a legal eagle 

lawyer. But, so I'm -- I'm sure we'll be able to try to 

flush it out. I -- I would've comments at the appropriate 

time on -- on the proposed charge. 

THE COURT: Let me hear those comments. They may be 

helpful in my editing. 

MR. HAYES: Yes, ma'am. And I -- and I don't know 

that there's a way around it, necessarily, but I guess the 

statute is 1632020 and it talks about, you know, different 

things. And I guess when we -- we look at page 1 of the 

proposed charge, at the bottom, it says "sex trafficking of 

a person,'' that last paragraph. And then it goes on to the 

next page to say all of these other statutes -- it cites 

510



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

511 

all of these statutes, which I think could be confusing. 

I don't -- I -- I'm -- I mean, my -- my client's 

charged with two of the ones that are cited, but there are 

certainly several things here that he's not charged with. 

THE COURT: Right. And I -- I actually have a problem 

with that as well. And that's sort of where I paused this 

morning because I'm not going to list a whole bunch of 

other statutes. First off, I'm going to remove any code 

section numbers, but also that laundry list under the 

trafficking in persons. I know it's -- it actually 

combines two statutes, I believe. Because I think the 

trafficking in persons just refers to something else under 

this section, and then you've got to go to the other 

section to find that list of criminal sexual conduct and 

all those other charges. 

I have to figure out how to handle that. But I'll 

tell you, I'm not going to list all however many -- hold 

on, let me look at it again. Yeah, all 10 of those things 

that are listed there. I -- I will not do that. I 

recognize, though, that some of those do need to be 

included, but it's only maybe two or three of them with 

commas in between. Oh, here's a question while I'm 

thinking of it. Do you want the jury to have a copy of the 

charge in the jury room? 

MS. HUGHES: No. The State would not have an 
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objection to that. I think, honestly, we would quite 

prefer that given how much language is in it for them to be 

able to go back and look at it. Would the State would 

prefer that. 

THE COURT: Okay. What says the Defense? 

MR. HAYES: Defense would object to a copy of the 

instruction being returned to the jury? 

THE COURT: What is the basis of the objection? 

MR. HAYES: Well, they would -- I mean, Judge, if it's 

in front of them, sometimes they just have a tendency to 

overthink it and these kind of things, I mean, it's -- you 

know, I mean this -- while we're here on Thursday morning, 

I wouldn't say that this case has been a really long or 

really complicated trial. I think it's fairly 

straightforward. And, you know, the legal analysis is 

fairly straightforward. 

I mean, assuming that the instruction could be 

assuming that we can get the charge in a way, but I I 

feel like it -- the idea of what my client is charged with 

is fairly straightforward, generally. And I just worry 

about a jury when -- especially if they -- they have it in 

front of them, they -- you know, they sometimes tend to 

lose focus about other things and they 

just don't know what could happen with 

you know, you 

with the 

instruction itself when -- once they get in there. 
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I mean, obviously if they have questions about the 

instruction, they can ask questions and come back out and 

the Court can recharge on any particular provision to make 

sure that, you know, they -- they if they need to hear 

it again, then the Court would've an opportunity to do 

that. But, you know, otherwise, it's -- you know, I just 

think that the possibilities and interpretation and other 

things like that could create a problem and could wind up 

in some sort of prejudice or bias against my client. And 

that would be the basis for the objection. 

THE COURT: Okay. Before deciding that, let me ask 

the subsequent question. Is there any reason that the 

indictments cannot go into the jury room? There -- for 

sexual exploitation of a minor, first degree, sexual 

exploitation of a minor, second degree, trafficking in 

persons victim under 18, first offense -- so not a second 

offense or third offense. So there's no suggestion that 

there's any prior criminal record for this, at least. Can 

the jury have the indictments? 

MS. HUGHES: State have no objection to that. Again, 

of course, they're going to be instructed that that's not 

evidence. So I don't think there's any harm in sending 

them that. 

THE COURT: What says the Defense? 

MR. HAYES: Judge, I mean, I'm sure you can anticipate 
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what I'm going to say. 

THE COURT: Of course. 

MR. HAYES: But I'm going to object to the idea that 

the indictments return to the jury room. They -- they're 

sort of general, they're notice documents to the Defendant. 

The Court has found that notice is properly outlined in the 

-- the indictment. I mean, really. So they -- they 

understand you're going to tell them in the charge what the 

charges are. What -- what are the charges that my client's 

facing. They've already been told and they've read the 

indictment previously at the beginning of the case. They 

know what the charges are. 

The Government has worked to try to prove those 

charges for the last three days. And what my concern would 

be is that the indictment's back there and they start 

looking at it, and there's people's signatures on it, and 

it says true bill and all these kinds of things that they 

would say, well, hey -- you know, even though it's a 

different standard -- a probable cause standard in the 

indictment, this this standard before this jury is one 

that's beyond reasonable doubt. 

I would've concerns that they would read -- they may 

not fully appreciate that, and that they could look at the 

document, see the authentication of the document, see the 

signatures and the true bill, and the different things are 
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associated with the document and say, "Well, those people 

in the grand jury thought there was enough evidence, so we 

we should too." And I think that that could wind up in 

some sort of prejudicial effect against my client's 

interests. 

MS. HUGHES: And one thing I did want to add, Your 

Honor, I do think it would be helpful for them to have the 

indictments because they specify which victim is associated 

with which indictments. So if the jury decided to split 

and perhaps find the Defendant guilty as to one victim and 

not the other, then they know which indictment they need to 

return the verdicts on. 

MR. HAYES: My response to that, Judge, would be -- as 

it relates to the the human trafficking charge contained 

in this number on on the verdict form, right, you could 

put, you know, RH, or  or AB,  

There'd be ways to cure that through the verdict form. If 

we're concerned about them not understanding which verdict 

they're actually returning, I think that we can actually 

cure that. We can -- and -- and the way that the verdict 

form would be presented, we'd say, these are the charges 

that relate to this victim. These are the charges that 

relate to this victim. And how do you find? 

THE COURT: So in a bit of a compromise decision. I 

will send the indictments to the jury room. I will not 

RH AB

515



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

516 

give them a written copy of the jury charge. Not that I 

think they shouldn't have it, but, you know, I'm -- I'm 

splitting the baby here. Frankly, the indictments are 

meant to be sitting to the jury room. They're designed to 

be sitting to the jury room. And that's why there's a 

place in this bottom left corner for the foreperson to 

write the verdict of the jury. 

And it happens to be in the same column under who the 

witnesses are, the arrest warrant number, the action of the 

grand jury, and then the verdict, with a place to write the 

verdict and a signature of the foreperson of petty jury and 

a date. They're designed to go back there and I -- I find 

no reason in this particular case not to send them back 

there. Clearly, if it were a charge as a second offense or 

some other subsequent offense, that would be problematic 

and the Court would do a verdict form instead. 

But with it being a first offense, I -- I just don't 

think there's any prejudice to the Defendant or any 

suggestion of anything here. In fact, it suggests -- or it 

-- yeah, it suggests that he's never done this before, and 

has no history of doing this. So, and I say it's sort of 

splitting the baby because by them having the indictments, 

they do have the language -- or relevant language from the 

statutes in the body of the indictments. And so it may not 

be necessary to give them a written copy of the jury charge 
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And it does help, obviously, the separate victims 

could be cured on a verdict form too, but I just don't see 

·any reason not to send the indictments back. Yes, sir. 

MR. HAYES: My understanding, Judge my 

understanding of the ruling, Judge, I -- and I'm not trying 

to be funny about this, so please don't -- but why would we 

need a verdict form? 

THE COURT: The only time we do a verdict form is if I 

don't send the indictment. 

MR. HAYES: So we're not going to have a form? 

THE COURT: We're not going to have a verdict form. 

MR. HAYES: Right. That's what -- I mean -- I'm 

and not saying that because I'm I've never been you 

know, I never seen where we didn't actually have a verdict 

form in a case. So this is sort of and I appreciate the 

Court's ruling, and I wasn't trying to be funny. I -- I 

was just sitting thinking like, "Why do we need a verdict 

form?" 

THE COURT: Yeah, we don't. 

MR. HAYES: The way you said it, so I appreciate it. 

THE COURT: We don't. What I was saying is if he were 

charged with trafficking second offense or third offense, 

then I would instead do a verdict form and not show the 
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jury the indictment because, of course, a second or 

subsequent offense suggests a criminal record, which is 

some evidence that they shouldn't have, et cetera, et 

cetera. And I would do a verdict form instead of sending 

the indictments back. With the indictments, there is no 

need to do a verdict form. Okay. 

MR. HAYES: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: And I interrupted our discussion about -­

Mr. Hayes, your objections to the State's proposed charges. 

We were on this sort of laundry list of other code sections 

under the human trafficking statute. Were there other 

portions that you were concerned about? 

MR. HAYES: Not -- not right off, Judge. I did my 

best to try to reconcile the two. 

THE COURT: I will tell you, I am going to remove any 

references to bestiality, sadomasochistic abuse I forget 

what else -- but things that have no place in this case. 

Yeah, there's a portion of the definition of sexually 

explicit nudity that talks about covered human male 

genitals. That'll be removed. 

In the definitions section before that, under the 

definition of sexual activity, I'll remove subsections D, 

E, and F that refer to bestiality, expiratory functions, 

and insertion of a part of a person's body. Those are just 

-- there are no facts in evidence. And I -- I think -- in 
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all cases, it's appropriate to remove irrelevant portions 

of statutes, but particularly, in this case, given the 

the nature of the case, I don't want to add any other 

sexually suggestive things that have no place here. 

So, and that includes under sexual activity subsection 

A -- or I guess it's not a subsection, but a list. I would 

remove animal from the end of that. B, I was actually 

going to take off "whether done with another human or 

animal." I think people know what intercourse is, and that 

last clause is unnecessary. But that's where I am. We're 

going to go work on this, and if you want to -- and of 

course we'll bring you sort of a more final draft. 

MR. HAYES: Maybe yes, ma'am. And I -- I 

appreciate that. Just to review it one last time, it is 

it is difficult to follow, right? I mean, it's --

THE COURT: Right. And that's why I'm struggling with 

it because the statutes themselves are difficult to follow. 

And I mean, we're -- you know, 1, 2, 3, 4 lawyers in here 

having difficulty, but also I've got to turn it into 

complete sentences, you know, to instruct the jury what the 

State must prove beyond a reasonable doubt, that this 

portion of it and that portion of the statute and that 

portion. And so that's -- that's sort of the delay, I 

guess, a little bit. But we're going to get there in the 

next few minutes. 
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So let's take a break. And y'all, you know, keep 

reviewing what you do have just to make sure that I haven't 

removed or left out any important aspect of things. We do 

have the Defendant's election not to testify in there. I 

kept in -- from a previous charge, I kept in prior record 

of a witness. 

MR. HAYES: I think you can probably take that out, 

Judge. I mean, I don't -- there wasn't -- I mean, there 

was no impeachment evidence offered against any witness as 

it relates to prior record, except, well, I guess maybe 

THE COURT: Naneka. 

MR. HAYES: Naneka. But --

THE COURT: Right. That's -- I was on the fence and 

that's why I left it in, because they do know that she's 

pled guilty to these charges. So -- or similar charges. I 

don't know, does the State wish for it to be in, or 

MS. HUGHES: I think it'd be proper to keep it in 

there since there is that evidence. 

THE COURT: Yeah. That's the only thing I could think 

of. Otherwise, I would've removed it. But I think it's 

appropriate because of Naneka. 

MR. HAYES: I mean, it's -- it -- so when I think 

about the -- the prior record, right -- and just trying to 

think it out, Judge preface by -- that's a dangerous 

thing for me to do. But it's -- to me, it strikes me as 
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that it's really not a prior record. I mean, she's pled 

guilty as a result of the 

involved in this case. 

the allegations that are 

So it's not like we're trying to bring up something 

521 

that happeaed before whatever these allegations are that 

we're here to have this trial about. They're a product of 

what the allegations that we're having this trial about. 

So, to me, it's really -- it's more like a present -- you 

know, it's a present record that it still hasn't fully been 

resolved. I mean -- you know, while it -- it probably -- I 

guess if we ran -- it'd be interesting to know because I -­

I don't know the answer to this, but if you were to go run 

a rap sheet right now, right, would the convictions show? 

I mean, the conviction, I guess, has been entered, but 

sentencing is held in abeyance, so I don't really know how 

that would how would that read out. Right. And it was 

not like the prior record existed at the time -- back in 

September of 2019. 

THE COURT: I think -- you know what? The more he 

talks -- and he's going to be surprised to hear this the 

more he talks, the more I'm convinced by Mr. Hayes because, 

actually, in looking at the language of it -- because it 

really -- this portion of the charge deals with the 

credibility of the witness. And so I don't even know that 

that's necessary in this case because the record stems from 
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these events. 

It's not a situation where it's some separate event 

and the Court has made a determination that, you know, it 

was a crime of dishonesty or something along those lines. 

Those kinds of things that are admissible because they 

impact the view of a person's credibility. This is a co­

defendant in the same activity, so either you believe her 

or you don't. But it's -- I think that credibility doesn't 

hinge on her conviction for this incident or these 

incidents. So I will remove prior record witness. 

MR. HAYES: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Okay. All right. So we'll take a break 

at this point. Oh, no. Okay. Before that, punishment, 

I've left in a section about -- you've heard testimony 

concerning the penalty a person can serve for the crime 

alleged in the indictment. It's not spot on in this case 

because she -- Naneka pled to -- I don't even remember what 

she pled to. 

MR. HAYES: She pled to human trafficking and -- and 

sexual exploitation, third degree. 

THE COURT: Okay. But it was a negotiated plea; is 

that right? 

MS. HUGHES: It was a recommended cap of 10 years. So 

I do -- if I remember correctly, there was some testimony 

that came out about how her exposure was limited to 10 
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years. 

THE COURT: Right. 

MR. HAYES: Judge, I -- I remember -- you know, I -­

basically, my recollection of the testimony would be that 

she -- you know, 'she was facing more than 10. I didn't go 

into what that was. I just said, you -- you know, and 

through this plea negotiation, you limited that exposure to 

10. And because she had -- obviously there was more there, 

but I didn't -- I didn't put a number on it, and I tried to 

stay away from it for this very conversation. 

But, I mean, I did, I think through the -- through the 

testimony, establish that it was possible that, you know, 

she was going to get more than 10. She made a deal to make 

sure that was the motion you did. 

MS. HUGHES: If I may? I think the charge could just 

be slightly confusing or misleading, because I don't know 

that they heard testimony of -- I mean, they heard 

testimony that she could have gotten more than 10 years, I 

guess is what they could pick up from it. But they don't 

actually know what the -- the maximum penalties for any of 

the specific charges are. 

THE COURT: So does the State want me to remove that 

section? 

MS. HUGHES: I think so. I think it might just be a 

bit misleading, honestly, or confusing. 
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THE COURT: Do you agree, Mr. Hayes? 

MR. HAYES: I have no -- I have no -- no objection to 

remove that. 

THE COURT: Okay. We'll just take that out then. 

That's easy. Okay. So now we will take a break while we 

finish up these substantive charges on the offenses, and 

we'll get copies to you to review. Okay. Thank you. Be 

back in a few. 

(A short break was taken.) 

THE COURT: Okay. All righty. Any objections from 

the State to the updated jury charge? 

MS. HUGHES: No objections, Your Honor. There were 

two small things I noticed that you may have already found, 

but on page 9, it looks like ''engage a child for sexual 

performance'' is listed on there twice. And then 

THE COURT: Caught that. 

MS. HUGHES: Page 12, the under subsection A, 

sexual activity -- was still left on there. I believe we 

wanted to remove that. 

THE COURT: Oh, yes. Thank you. 

MS. HUGHES: Otherwise, no objections. 

THE COURT: Okay. From the Defense? 

MR. HAYES: None that I can see, Judge. I'm trying to 

think through it. They all -- all the statutes kind of 

read the same. 
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MR. HAYES: Kind of the -- you know, so, but I 

appreciate Your Honor's effort certainly. 
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THE COURT: Okay. Now, juror number 317 wants to be 

excused. Apparently, that's the same juror from yesterday 

that was excused, but came back. But now this morning 

wants to be excused. I'm a little unclear on the story, 

but maybe his wife had a heart attack. Although that 

doesn't seem to be crystal clear, so, of course, unless 

there's an objection, I intend to excuse the juror. 

MS. HUGHES: No objection from the State. 

MR. HAYES: I mean, we do -- we would just like to 

understand what it is. I mean, not to say -- but whatever 

was happening at the t±me, right, he was seemingly 

motivated to be here. I mean, I don't know if things 

changed when he got home and someone got ahold of his 

common sense, apparently. 

THE COURT: Right. 

MR. HAYES: I -- I would like to just understand how 

we got to where we're at. And depending on that, I don't 

foresee an objection, but I would like to have a clear 

understanding of why we're actually releasing him when it 

appeared like he probably should have been, but then asked 

to stay. 

THE COURT: Right. Okay. Please bring juror 317. 
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Good morning. 

JUROR NUMBER 317: Morning. 

THE COURT: Right there is fine. Is it, Mr. Scott? 

JUROR NUMBER 317: Yes, ma'am. 

526 

THE COURT: Okay. Tell me what's going on, Mr. Scott? 

JUROR NUMBER 317: Yesterday when we -- we were 

getting ready for lunch, I received a voicemail and my wife 

was at work. Her boss called, left for message, said that 

she had chest pain and numbness on her arm. So when I 

left, I went to the hospital and they did tests, everything 

like that. Came back here and later that evening found she 

had a heart attack. And she -- this morning she had heart 

cath surgery. The procedure found she had 99 percent 

blockage. So now she's in the recovery room and I just 

said, ''Can I get excused to be with my wife?" 

THE COURT: Okay. We good? Any additional inquiry 

from the State, from the Defense? 

MS. RAYMER: Not from the State. 

MR. HAYES: No, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Any objection to the juror being excused? 

MS. RAYMER: No objection from the State? 

MR. HAYES: No objection. 

THE COURT: Okay. You're free to go. 

JUROR NUMBER 317: All right. Thank you. 

THE COURT: Thank you. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, we picked an an alternate 

yesterday. Of course, they're supposed to be done 

randomly. We put the numbers in a cup and chose one. Do 

we want to do that again or do we want to stick with the 

one that was chosen yesterday? 

MR. HAYES: I have no idea who we chose, Judge, but I 

think it probably however you want to do it. We did it 

in believing that he was released. He wasn't released. I 

think it'd be properly appropriate we do it again. I mean, 

now -- now that you had -- you know, we thought he had been 

THE COURT: Okay, we'll do it again. 

She's had the heart attack, had the surgery, and is in 

recovery and now he's like, "Oh, I'm going to be with you." 

I shouldn't have said that on the record. I'm sorry. 

About to do the random selection of the alternate, and 

Madam Clerk. 

MADAM CLERK: Juror Number 124, Judge. 

THE COURT: 124 has been promoted to the jury. I am 

also going to make juror number 172 the foreperson of the 

jury. FYI. All right. State ready for the jury? 

MS. RAYMER: Yes, Your Honor. Before we bring them 

in, I want to make sure that be like -- this was working. 

It was not quite. 

THE COURT: And I guess we should talk about the order 
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of -- of closing arguments. 

MS. HUGHES: I don't believe the Defense has put any 

evidence, so I believe he gets last. 

THE COURT: Just making sure. You get the last 

argument, Mr. Hayes. 

MR. HAYES: Part of the strategy, Judge. 

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

MS. HUGHES: Your Honor, perhaps now the State would 

think it's probably best not to send the actual four of 

these photographs back with the jury, the ones that are 

extremely explicit. So the State would go ahead and ask 

they not be sent back. And if they wish to review them, 

that they can come into the courtroom to review them as to 

steer clear of any 

THE COURT: Give me those exhibit numbers, please. 

MS. HUGHES: Your Honor, I think the ones that are 

extremely explicit, should not be sent back are State's 

Exhibit 6, 14, 15, and 16. 

THE COURT: Any objection to that, Mr. Hayes? 

MS. HUGHES: No. Objection, Judge. 

THE COURT: Okay. So we'll keep -- and -- and, 

actually, you're not going to use them in your closing, are 

you? You are. Okay. All right. Good enough. 

Okay. Is the Defense ready for the jury? 

MR. HAYES: Yes, ma'am. 
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THE COURT: Okay. Bring the jury, please. 

THE BAILIFF: Yes, ma'am. 

(The jury enters the courtroom. ) 

THE BAILIFF: Juries seated, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Thank· you. Good morning. I 

tried not to have you waiting too long, but -- but it was 

unavoidable somehow. So we're now ready to finish the 

trial of the case. I apologize for keeping you waiting is 

what I was going to say. We have excused juror number 317. 

I don't know what conversations happened back there, but 

there was a medical issue with his wife and so he needed to 

leave. 

That means that juror number 124 -- raise your hand -­

you are now a member of the -- the· jury. You can come on 

and sit down there with them. I've also -- I am going to 

appoint juror number 172 as the foreperson of the jury. Is 

that you? 

THE FOREPERSON: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Okay, wonderful. So, and I'll tell you, 

as foreperson of the jury, you just guide the jury's 

deliberations and write the verdict. But I'll talk to you 

about that when I charge you on the law that applies to the 

case. Before I get to the law, you're going to hear the 

closing arguments of the attorneys. After the closing 

arguments, you will begin deliberating, and -- I'm sorry, 
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closing arguments and the charge on the law. 

You'll begin deliberating and continue to deliberate 

until you've reached a verdict. As you know, we've ordered 

lunch for you because your deliberations will go into the 

lunchtime. They may not even start until lunchtime. And 

once you start deliberating, you're not permitted to leave 

until you've reached a verdict. So with that, I'm not 

going to delay any further. I'm going to ask you to give 

your undivided attention to Ms. Raymer, I believe, for 

closing argument. 

MS. RAYMER: Your Honor, Defense might rest. 

THE COURT: Oh, I'm sorry. Right. I'm sorry. 

MR. HAYES: Would miss me too, Judge. Defense rest, 

Judge. We would renew all previous motions and objections. 

THE COURT: Okay. And my rulings remain the same. 

MR. HAYES: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Okay. Sorry about that. I forgot we had 

concluded the State's case when you left, but some of that 

work we do outside of your presence. I knew that the 

Defense was resting and so I'm sorry for overlooking that. 

But now that they've rested, that is all the evidence 

you're going to hear all the testimony. And so now if you 

would give Ms. Raymer your undivided attention for closing 

argument. 

MS. RAYMER: Thank you so much, Your Honor. May it 
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please the Court? 

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. 

MS. RAYMER: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you 

spent the last few days with myself, with my co-counsel, 

Caroline Hughes, and the Defense. And I· would just like 

to, on our behalf, thank you for your attention and your 

service in this matter. 

Over the last few days, you've heard about how the 

Defendant Ontario Staley and Naneka Perry sex trafficked 

two juveniles,  and  between 

September, 2019 and January, 2020 in Richland County. 

531 

And though Ontario Staley took their photographs and 

posted them on Skip the Games for the purposes of sex 

trafficking, you heard that they pose that the instruction 

of the Defendant and that he is the one that produced the 

photographs. We know that those photographs were produced 

as charged on September 15th, 2019, when they were 

published on the Skip a Game ad and from the metadata on 

Instagram that they were actually taken a few days prior to 

that. 

We know that through the testimony that has came out 

through the case. These acts constitute the crimes that he 

has been charged with. He has been charged with two counts 

of trafficking a persons under the age of 18, one for each 

of the victims, and two counts of criminal sexual 
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exploitation of minor in the first degree for each of the 

victims, and two counts of sexual exploitation of a minor 

in the second degree. 

Soon you'll go back into the jury room and deliberate 

about what you heard. You've heard what charges were 

brought against Defendant at the beginning of this trial as 

well, and the judge will give you the exact definition 

shortly when she charges you on the law in this case. Now, 

the charges -- and the way the statute is written for these 

charges is a little bit confusing, so I'm going to go 

through the charges and the elements of what he is charged 

with to show that the State has met its burden. 

As the State, it is our job to prove, beyond a 

reasonable doubt, that the Defendant committed each of the 

elements of these crimes. Beyond a reasonable doubt is the 

highest burden in our legal system. A reasonable doubt is 

defined by our law as a doubt that would cause a reasonable 

person to hesitate to act. It does not mean proof beyond 

any and all possible doubt. We just have to leave you 

firmly convinced of the Defendant's guilt in these matters. 

To demonstrate that we've proven our case beyond a 

reasonable doubt, I'm going to go through the evidence that 

has been presented to you in this trial. And go through 

the elements of the crimes that he is charged with. The 

Defendant is charged with two counts of sexual exploitation 
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of a minor in the first degree, one for each of the minor 

victims. Sexual exploitation of a minor in the first 

degree is the offense of either using, employing, inducing, 

coercing, encouraging, or facilitating a minor to engage in 

sexual activity or appear in a State of sexuarly exploit 

explicit nudity. 

Now, to meet this burden, the State just has to prove 

that the Defendant did one of these acts. I would submit 

to you that the State has proven that he has done all --

all of these, if not almost all of these acts. But to me 

the burden we just have to show that he's done one of these 

things. Now, a minor is legally defined as an individual 

who is less than 18 years old. In the State age is not a 

defense to a prosecution pursuant to this section. 

Now, how do we know that  and  

 are minors? We know that from the testimony of the 

officers in this case. We also know that through the 

testimony of  herself and Naneka Perry, as well as 

State's Exhibit 12, showing that  date of 

birth is . Based on when these photographs were 

taken and the timeframe that the trafficking occurred, we 

know that  would've been 16, maybe 17 if 

the acts occurred after November. 

But she would be a minor by the legal definition as 

being under 18 years old. And as for  whose 
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date of birth is  , we know that she was 17 

years old during this timeframe. Now, there's some other 

legal definitions in here as well. 

We have engaging a minor using employing, inducing, 

encouraging, coercing, or facilitating a minor to engage in 

sexual activity, or appear in a state of sexually explicit 

nudity which I'll define for you -- for the purposes of 

producing material that contains a visual representation 

depicting the sexual activity or that sexual explicit 

nudity. What a reasonable person would infer the purposes 

for sexual stimulation and the Defendant knows the 

character or content of the material. 

Now, the material that's being produced is defined as 

pictures, drawings, video recordings, films, digital 

electronic files or other visual representations or 

depictions or representations, but not materials consisting 

entirely of written reports. Now, what is sexually 

explicit nudity? That means the showing up and uncovered 

or lessen opaquely covered human genitals, public area, or 

buttocks, or the nipple or any portion of the areola of the 

human, female breast, or sexual activity. 

The State only has to show, to meet its burden, that 

the minors appear in a sexually explicit nudity. However, 

we can also prove that they appear in some form of sexual 

activity. Sexual activity includes any of the following 
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acts, or simulations thereof, masturbation were done alone 

or with another human, vaginal, anal or oral intercourse, 

or touching in an act of ap'parent sexual stimulation or 

sexual abuse of the clothed or unclothed genitals, pubic 

area, or buttocks of another person, or the clothed·or 

unclothed breast of a human female. 

Now, that we've gone through the legal definitions of 

the terms used here, I want to talk about how the State has 

shown and met its burden for this charge. We've met this 

burden through the testimony of Naneka Perry and  

 

For this charge, we don't even need to show a 

photograph. We just have to show that the Defendant 

Ontario Staley produced this material through one of these 

means. When Naneka testified, she testified that she met 

Ontario Staley a few years prior when she was in her 20s, 

and she was working at Fort Jackson in a McDonald's. When 

she was -- went to go get her taxes done with her W2's at 

Liberty Tax, where she met the Defendant Ontario Stalely. 

How he had asked her for her number and pursued her. 

They began dating and moved in together, and they had twins 

and moved to her adoptive mother grandmother's house at  

 Avenue, which is in the City of Columbia in Richland 

County. We know from the testimony of Captain Jackson that 

this is the house in Richland County. These are 
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We also know from Naneka's testimony that Ontario 

Staley began having her go on calls, in calls and out 

calls, and how he set up on a TextNow app. And he would 

show her the conversations that had been had and that he 

would make the ads and post them to the account. She also 

participated in some of this communication via her -- via 

her own TextNow app. 

We learned from her how they eventually got  and 

 involved. There were some inconsistencies in the 

testimony as far as how that initial involvement occurred. 

However, I want to talk about the things that were 

consistent. Both  and Naneka testified that Ontario 

Staley took the photos that would later be posted to the 

Skip the Games ads. They both testified they were taken in 

the master bedroom at the Noble Avenue address. 

They both testified that Ontario Staley was the one 

that told them what to wear. That Ontario Staley was the 

one that took all of the photographs. That it was Ontario 

Staley's idea, and that Ontario Staley told them how to 

pose. And that it was later Ontario Staley who uploaded 

those photos to the ads and posted them. We also know that 

from the devices that were seized in this case. 

Now, I want to take a moment to discuss these devices. 
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You heard testimony from John McDevitt, the traffic stop 

that occurred of Ontario Staley on May 21st, 2020, and 

multiple devices, several phones, tablets, and an SD card 

received from the Defendant's vehicle, a Dodge Caravan. 

You also heard from Sergeant Glen Oxendine, that he 

received the devices together in a property bag from one of 

the deputies because the lead investigator, Captain 

Jackson, was out of town. 

And then he entered them into evidence on June 4th, 

2020. Why did it take him over a week to enter these items 

into evidence? I don't know. However, we do know from his 

testimony that the devices were in a property bag when he 

received them, and he placed them in a locked area over his 

cubicle and only -- that could only be opened with a key 

that he had -- before they were placed into evidence. 

We also know that when they were placed into evidence, 

through the testimony of Evidence Custodian Joshua Fabel, 

that one of the items that were in this bag were not 

accounted for. And it was later given the number of item 

number 31 and entered into evidence when the mistake was 

discovered. We also know this from Captain Heidi Jackson, 

who recalled that on April -- April of 2022 -- 2024 that it 

was discovered that there was an additional device in 

evidence that was not accounted for with an item number. 

Now, how do we know that that item 31 was in the bag 
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before April of 2024? We know that from her testimony as 

well. We know that because she testified that she had 

produced a search warrant in 2020, four years prior, and 

that had the IMEI number of this missing device. 

An IMEI number, we heard, is a unique identifier to 

the device. So we know that it was in the evidence bag in 

2020. Now, during this testimony, I myself was getting 

confused as to the dates, what was happening, when the 

devices were checked in and out. However, I believe the 

best piece of evidence that these devices are Ontario 

Staley's -- are from Ontario Staley's stuff. 

(Video played.) 

MS. RAYMER: Now, through the testimony of Lieutenant 

Kevin McCullough, we know that this was actually just 

identified through -- to him through his inmate ID number. 

But I would ask you to use your common sense and to apply 

that this is Ontario Staley's, not someone else using his 

inmate ID number, discussing Naneka telling him about the 

devices, and that all of his devices were taken pursuant to 

a traffic stop and taken into evidence. The exact devices 

that we have in evidence now. 

Now, how do we know that this isn't Naneka's phone? 

We know this because there was testimony that Naneka only 

had one phone. And that Naneka turned her phone over to 

law enforcement, and that they dumped it. And, in fact, 
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the Defense even questioned her regarding some of the 

TextNow messages on that device. That device was searched 

and later returned to her, and she never had more than one 

phone. 

We heard from Major Ricky Johnson, who was qualified 

as a forensic device expert, that he dumped the devices, 

and the devices themselves prove they belonged to Ontario 

Stalely. Now, we meet the burden by that testimony that 

the Defendant was the one that took these photographs, 

depicting them in sexually explicit nudity. 

As you have seen in State's Exhibit 6, this qualifies 

as sexually explicit nudity, as well as this. We know from 

testimony of  and of Naneka that this is  

 who was 16 at the time, and that this is  

 and this is Naneka Perry. Again, testimony showed 

this is  and  who are under the 

age of 18. As well as in this photograph, where it was 

identified  and  

Now, where were these three photographs located? All 

three of these photos were located on the Defendant's 

phone, on item number six that was seized in a traffic stop 

from the Defendant. We know through the metadata on his 

phone that these pictures were taken on August 30th of 

2019, and these pictures depicting  were later posted 

along with some of the other photographs to a website 
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called Skip the Games, which advertises for commercial sex. 

Turning now to sexual exploitation of a minor in the 

second degree. Sexual exploitation of a minor in the 

second degree is the offense of recording, photographing, 

filming, developing, duplicating, producing, or creating 

digital electronic file material that contains a visual 

representation of a minor engaging in sexual activity, or 

appearing in a state of sexually explicit nudity, where a 

reasonable person would infer the purposes for sexual 

stimulation and the Defendant knows the character or 

content of the material. 

Those photographs that I just showed you show exactly 

this. We know that the Defendant Ontario Staley was the 

one that photographed them, and was the one that 

distributed them by posting it to Skip the Games. Not only 

were the photographs on this ad found in the Defendant's 

phone but also photographs that were not posted to Skip the 

Games. 

We know that these photographs were posted on 

September 5th, 2019, to this website Skip the Games. 

Beyond knowing that it was the Defendant through the 

testimony, we also can identify the device as being his, 

additionally, through email accounts that are associated 

with the Defendant's phone: Keshaunstaley3570@gmail.com, 

ostaleyliberty@gmail.com, familyaffair2365@gmail.com, 
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staleyvstaley@gmail.com. You heard testimony that the 

there was a Cash App and a Visa attached to that Cash App 

belonging to Ontario Staley. 

You heard that the Facebooks that had been logged into 

on that device were associated with all of those email 

addresses. That his Snapchat on the device was Keshaun 

Staley and associated with the phone number that is 

attributed to him. There were also photographs on that 

device that identified it his is. There's a number of 

selfies, both nude and not, as well as a photograph of his 

ID. 

We also know that saved in his Google Chrome login 

information was a login to skipthegames.com under the 

username ostaleyliberty@gmail.com, with the password 

Staley63, which was the same password he used for multiple 

devices and, ultimately, was the password that got into 

device number 31. 

Now, what was found on device number 31? A number of 

TextNow App communications regarding negotiations for sex 

acts. 

MR. HAYES: Objection. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

MS. RAYMER: Regarding negotiations for sex acts, 

arranging "QV", which we know is a quick visit or for half 

an hour and determining the price for those services as 

541
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arranged by number of roses that correlated with a number 

of dollars. 

We also know from device number 31 that there was an 

email found on that device. In State's Exhibit 23. Sent 

to staleyvstaley@gmail.com on September 3rd, 2019, saying -

- from Skip the Games saying, "Hey there, we've received 

your request to post an ad for the first time at 

skipthegames.com. Please verify your email 

staleyvstaley.com." 

Now, all of this evidence goes to the posting of these 

ads. But what it also goes to beyond meeting the burden 

for us to show sexual exploitation with the minor in the 

second degree for the two victims that have been identified 

as  and  is the charge of 

trafficking in persons under the age of 18. 

Trafficking in persons under the age of 18 is the 

offense of having recruited, enticed, solicited, isolated, 

harbored, transported, or so provided or obtained, or so 

attempted a person under the age of 18 knowing the victim 

will be subjected to, for the purposes of either sex 

trafficking or slavery or services, involuntary servitude, 

or bondage through any means. 

Now, again, the State only has to prove that the 

Defendant did one of these acts. I believe that the State 

has proved and met the burden that he has done almost all, 

RHAB

542



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

543 

if not all of these acts as well. To find him guilty of 

this offense, again, you only have to find that he did one 

of these things. 

We've shown that  and  are 

both under the age of 18, and that he did this for the 

purposes of sex trafficking. Sex trafficking is defined as 

a person under the age of 18 by harboring, recruiting, 

transporting, providing, or obtaining a person under the 

age of 18 years old to perform one of the following acts. 

When anything of value is given, promised to, or received, 

directly or indirectly, by any person. 

We know that something of value was exchanged. We 

know that the victims were paid for the sex acts and 

required to give that money to the Defendant Ontario's 

Staley, and that the victims received things such as hair, 

getting their nails done, clothing and other things. 

We have to show that this was -- they were performing 

one of the following acts; sexual performance -- again, 

this is an "or,'' we only have to show one of these things -

- sexual performance is defined as any performance or part 

thereof that includes sexual conduct by a child younger 

than 18; or showing sexual conduct, actual or stimulated 

intercourse, deviant sexual intercourse, or one of these 

other things. That a sexual battery was occurred. 

Sexual battery means sexual intercourse, cunnilingus, 

RH AB

543



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

544 

fellatio, anal intercourse or any intrusion, however 

slight, into any part of a person's body, or any object 

into the genital or anal opening of another person's body. 

It also includes producing, directing, or promoting a 

sexual performance by a child, or engaging a child for a 

sexual performance. 

These are defined as producing, directing, or 

promoting a sexual performance by a child by doing that for 

a child under the age of 18 to include sexual conduct, or 

engaging a child for sex a sexual performance by 

employing, authorizing, or inducing a child younger than 18 

years of age to engage in a sexual performance. 

If you find that the Defendant did any of these 

things, he is guilty of trafficking in persons under the 

age of 18. And these crimes are for  and 

 over the time period of September, 2019 to 

January of 2020. And we know he did these things through 

the Skip the Games ad that was posted regarding service 

here, advertising  as offering these services. 

We know from  testimony that she performed 

sexual intercourse on these calls, that she went on both in 

calls and out calls and she defined those for us. But how 

do we know that it was on Ontario's Staley that posted 

this? We know that through the photographs there were not 

only on his phone matching to the ads but also through the 
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testimony of SLED agent, Special Agent Logan Fey. We know 

that he served a records request to the business person, 

the custodian of records at skipthegames.eu. And that they 

provided the following business records in response. 

That the postings related to Phoenix were registered 

under the email of ostaleyliberty@gmail.com, and that the 

ones related to Storm correlated with the email 

stanleyvdaily@gmail.com. The same emails associated with 

his devices. They also provided Excel spreadsheets showing 

the postings that occurred during these timeframes. This 

one relating to the posting of Storm. This one relating to 

the postings of Phoenix advertising things such as, "Super 

Angels are here," associated with the email address 

ostaley@liberty -- ostaleyliberty@gmail.com. The same 

email address the Defendant was using when Naneka met him 

working at Liberty Tax. 

Now, as members of the jury, it's up to you to 

determine the credibility of the witnesses. And as I've 

gone over this testimony that you've heard, from law 

enforcement officers, from the victim,  from 

the co-defendant who was also charged and pled guilty to 

human trafficking and sexual exploitation of a minor for 

her involvement in this scheme. This is up to you to 

determine the credibility of giving each witness. 

And as I have gone over this testimony with you and 
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how it relates to each charge, there are things that are 

missing. You might have some questions, but just because 

of that, that does not mean that the State has not met its 

burden to show that Ontario Staley committed these crimes. 

We know that he is the one that had them post for those 

photos. He is the one that took those photos. He is the 

one who had those photos on his device, and he is the one 

that posted those photos from an email address that was 

found on his device. 

Now, this is not CSI. This is not an episode on TV. 

This is real life. But as  told you, ''We all played 

our part." And the question before you is what part did 

Ontario Staley play? I would ask you to use your common 

sense as to whose devices these are, as to who posted these 

ads. And I believe that the State, through its witnesses 

and through the evidence, has met its burden, beyond a 

reasonable doubt, that this Defendant committed the crimes 

of sexual exploitation of a minor in the first and second 

degree and human trafficking in persons -- trafficking in 

persons of a person under 18 years old for both  

and  And that these crimes occurred 

between September of 2019 and January of 2020 in the county 

of Richland. 

I almost skipped. What else his involvement with the 

trafficking was. He didn't just post his ads, he also 
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communicated with the buyers via TextNow app. You heard 

that  did not have a phone, neither did  and 

that he would show them the communication. So he would 

they would know what sex act had been negotiated, how much 

money to collect, and other things that had been set by 

him. 

He not only negotiated these things, but he also, 

according to both Naneka and  was always the one that 

drove them. Naneka would sometimes be in the car, but it 

was always the Defendant Ontario's Staley that was driving 

them to perform these sex acts. And it was always the 

Defendant Ontario's Staley that they gave the money to 

after they completed the sex acts, even if it had to be 

passed through. 

So I would ask you to use your common sense when 

you're deliberating and to find, through the evidence and 

through the testimony, that the State has met its high 

burden. We have proved that Ontario's daily is the one 

that committed these crimes beyond a reasonable doubt. And 

to determine what part he played, and we would ask you to 

find the Defendant guilty on all counts. Thank you 

THE COURT: Mr. Hayes. 

MR. HAYES: Thank you, Judge. May it please the 

Court? 

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 
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MR. HAYES: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 

Ontario, sits before you presumed innocent of these 

charges, just as he had at the beginning of the trial. 

Ontario Staley is not guilty of the charges that are levied 

against him by the Government in this case. And we're 

going to establish why. Because there's reasonable doubt. 

There's reasonable doubt here. The Government has to prove 

this case beyond a reasonable doubt, which would cause you 

to not hesitate to act. 

It's their responsibility to meet that burden. It's 

their responsibility to be fair, just, transparent. That's 

what this courtroom requires. I told you earlier, I think, 

at the beginning of this case that I thought the evidence 

might fall flat. There are other words that I would use to 

describe it now that it's been submitted. 

It's disappointing, it's infuriating, and it's it's a 

pawn. This is all the power that the State of South 

Carolina has. Right here. We have Assistant Attorney 

Generals that are down here to prosecute this case. We 

have a Captain from the Sheriff's Office who spent a long 

time doing this -- these human trafficking and sexual 

exploitation investigations. We have one of two SLED 

agents in this State that makes up this task force. And 

not only is he part of a -- a local task force, he's a part 

of a federal task force. 
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And they don't get to just come in here and say that 

Ontario Staley's guilty because we say so. That's not how 

it works. We're not in Iran. This isn't East Germany. 

They don't get to come in and flex their muscle and say, 

"Hey, we're the mighty State of South Carolina and we say 

Ontario Staley did this and because he did it." No. It 

doesn't work like that. It's -- it's disappointing because 

you'd expect more evidence based on everything that they 

testified about, wouldn't you? And we'll get to it. But 

was there 23 items submitted? This whole investigation, 

the whole case, they got 23 items? Half of that, the 

credibility is totally questionable. They don't get to 

stack the deck, they don't get to cherry pick their 

evidence, they don't get to bring things late in the game 

and say, ''Well, give us a pass.'' 

They called Naneka Perry, who absolutely had an ax to 

grind in this case. The evidence showed that Ontario 

Staley was preparing to leave her, and that there was only 

two ways out for Ontario Staley, in a body bag or in jail. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, there he sits. Ms. Perry said, 

''Oh, she brought these two troubled girls into her home, 

but she was going to take them under her wing." But I -- I 

think about that. There's a palm tree at my house that we 

love. There's some doves, every spring they come and have 

a nest there. And they'll have a series, three, maybe four 
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different times when they lay eggs and baby doves are born. 

And they come every year, every spring -- spring. Go out 

and watch them. It's fantastic. Got a sense of pride. 

And I watch those mother birds take someone under 

their wing and I know what that looks like. They're there 

to protect them, to shield, to make sure they're safe in 

that nest. When Ms. Perry testified that she took them 

under their wing, you know what she did? She took them 

under the wing because she was about to expose them, 

because she was a vet in the game. She had visions of 

becoming Heidi Fleiss or some other famous matter. 

She enticed these girls. She harbored these girls. 

There wasn't any testimony that anyone came to Ontario 

Staley and said, "Hey, will you take these girls in?'' No, 

the testimony was their mothers came to Naneka Perry and 

said, "We are having trouble with these girls and we'd like 

you to take care of them for us." And she took that as an 

opportunity to do exactly what she did. 

Mr. Staley's in the house because he's got two kids 

with this lady. He's trying to be there for them. Mr. 

Staley didn't do anything to harbor and entice to get these 

girls to do anything. They know that. The Government knew 

that when they put Naneka on the stand, and what'd she do? 

She came in and said -- well, she -- they put her on the 

stand knowing that she had made these comments about only 
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two ways out, a body bag or jail. And she lied about it. 

How do we know she lied? Because  told us 

she lied without telling us.  said, ''Yeah, I 

remember that. There's only two ways out for Ontario." 

I'm going to allow it. Come over here, put your hand on 

the word, on the good book. Take the stand and lie. Maybe 

it's time to put a new book in courtroom (slammming). That 

one's been desecrated. 

It's infuriating. It's infuriating that they allowed 

  to testify the way she did. They did absolutely 

nothing to prepare her for her testimony. Nothing. They 

let her take the stand and she said, well, I'm trying to 

remember these things the best way I can, and it was five 

years ago and I've kind of tried to put it out of my mind, 

so. But this is pretty sure how how I remember it. 

They didn't just put her on the stand without talking 

to her at all. They would've had to prepare her some. And 

we know what that preparation looked like because of the 

way she testified on direct examination. Ontario, Ontario, 

Ontario. She did exactly what they wanted him to do. They 

promoted it and they put that evidence in front of you 

knowing that she had said other things previously, things 

that were exculpatory, things that demonstrated that my 

client wasn't involved. That Naneka was the ringleader. 

They knew that Naneka is the ringleader. She's got 

RH

RH

RH

551



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

552 

him under her wing. She's trying to take flight. On her 

own. Nothing to do with Ontario Staley. He did not 

entice, harbor, or get these girls to do these. It's 

infuriating. It's a disappointed. You should expect more 

from the Government. They should be forthright. 

They shouldn't solicit that testimony, but she has to 

testify that way because it has to go like this for them. 

He's guilty because we say he is. And that's enough. 

That's enough. That's all we need. If we say he is, then 

he ought to be. We're the mighty state of South Carolina. 

All the power in the world. Well, at least within 

geographical confines of this state. It's disappointing to 

the jury. 

So Exhibit 1, it's a picture of  Avenue, and 

how do we get here? How do we get here? Well, I think 

that the evidence showed that Ms. Perry reluctantly went up 

to the Sheriff's Office and tried to make a report about 

what was going on, made some allegation against Ontario 

Staley. The allegation comes in the backdrop of that she's 

being left by Ontario Staley, and we all know that there's 

only two ways out, and there he sits. It's a measure of 

last resort. 

She's reluctant to go up and talk to law enforcement 

because she knows what she's done. She knows what her own 

involvement in this case is. She doesn't enter the 
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conversation with clean hands. So she tries to get out of 

there, and she does. I think that's evidence would show 

that probably the next thing that happened. Ms. Jackson 

or Captain Jackson -- I keep calling her Ms. Jackson. I'm 

sorry. Captain Jackson tried to make contact with Naneka 

and she really didn't want to talk. And they had an 

intermediary, Ms. Fulton. And she said this was a 

grandmother who had basically raised her for a long time. 

A Grandmother who had raised her, who had worked for 

DSS for 17 years. Now, we didn't hear from Ms. Fulton, but 

I would expect that someone who'd been with DSS for 17 

years could see some signs of problems, especially given 

how close they must have been. That is if you believe 

anything that Ms. Perry had to say. Certainly, we're 

scrutinizing every word. But Ms. Fulton and Ms. Perry 

leave that day without really communicating anything 

further to the Sheriff's Office in pursuit of this case. 

And the next thing we know, a deputy named Hawks is doing a 

welfare check at  Avenue. 

Now, there isn't any evidence about where the welfare 

check came from, who called it what it was, what they were 

really looking at. None of those things. There's no 

evidence about any of that. But do not -- it's almost 

inconceivable to think that this is just coincident. That 

they just happened to go out to 1504 a couple days later 
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for a welfare check and just happened Mr. Hawks, 

apparently, believed, which we have no evidence of because 

we didn't hear from Mr. Hawks, but somehow there's evidence 

in this case that he believed that there was maybe some 

kind of human trafficking going on. On the basis of what? 

Now, the Sheriff's Office went out there to help 

substantiate what we have going on. That's exactly what 

happened. It's a logical conclusion. And for any other 

way, they'd have shown you the evidence. It's not there. 

It's disappointing. It's infuriating. It's appalling. 

Ms. Perry probably knew they were coming. She had time 

with whatever device she had to do whatever she was going 

to do. She probably did. 

When she was asked about the phone that she had, she 

said she gave it to Deputy Hawks. She really didn't say 

she had consented to it, but she had provided it. And 

outside of the text message that came to be about her being 

a vet in the game, did the Government offer any evidence 

about that phone at all? By her own admission, she's 

involved in this, she's pled guilty. Wouldn't you want to 

know what extent she's involved? What level of proof there 

is in that phone? Has the Government shown you that? It's 

disappointing, it's infuriating and it's appalling. 

So, really, after the phone was provided, but before 

Captain Jackson actually interviewed Ms. Perry for the 
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first time, Captain Jackson said that she wanted to see 

about this. She wanted to investigate. There were some 

law enforcement tools that were available to her. This 

tool called Spotlight. And this tool called Spotlight 

could show you different advertisements, different things 

that would be available. And she basically said that she 

used the phone number that was provided by Ms. Perry. 

And that phone number led to what's been marked as 

State's Exhibit 5, the only Skip the Garnes ad that's before 

you. Nowhere in this document does it talk about the phone 

number. It has a phone number to call, but it doesn't show 

how we get here. It doesn't say how it got there, who 

posted it. It might show when it was posted as a 

timestarnp. That's if you accept it on its face. This is 

the only ad. 

In the ad, you can see there's three people involved 

in that. You could only identify two at best. The third 

person could be absolutely anyone. If someone -- if 

someone were to come across this ad, they would've no idea 

who the third person was. None. So they have -- they have 

-- she has that then, they -- they generate that piece of 

evidence early in the case. It's interesting that that's 

the only ad they ever generate. Because, at best, I guess 

it's the only one. I mean they have the rest of this stuff 

from Skip the Garnes, I guess, right? That's been marked 

555



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

556 

into Exhibit, 19, 20, 21, and 22. 

And I'm sorry to take my time. I'm certainly not 

trying to belabor the point, but this is important stuff. 

Senior Agent Fey says, "Well, hey, anytime we have a 

problem with Skip the Games, we can email this guy named 

Samuel Hancock. Samuel Hancock could be Vladimir Putin. 

They have no idea who Samuel Hancock is. They have no idea 

where he is. They've never met him, never talked to him, 

never done anything. Samuel Hancock could be AI, for all 

anyone knows. Might not even be a real person. They could 

have software on the other end of this that just puts out 

whatever they want to put out. 

They could be in Iran, Russia, North Korea. They 

could be anywhere. No idea. They can't prove any of that. 

They can't prove that anyone actually signed this. And he 

sends these printouts, that they want to purport are 

associated with different email accounts. Well, if we 

don't know if this certification is good, how do we ever 

know that these records are good? And if these records 

were available, wouldn't you want to see the ads 

associated? 

This is the mighty State of South Carolina. They give 

you one ad. Don't you expect more? I mean we're talking 

about human trafficking. Is this really the kind of case 

you think about when you think about human trafficking? 
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Is there allegations of people being held against their 

will, being shuttled around, held down --

MS. RAYMER: Objection, your Honor. This is 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MS.· RAYMER: -- Improper. It's not the law. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MR. HAYES: We don't know where this came from. We 

can't verify who sent it. We have no idea if this is at 

557 

all correct. And if it was, you'd think there'd be more. 

And there's not. I shake my head with more disappointment. 

Government comes in and says, "Oh, hey, we figured out this 

mistake back in April of 2024 and we wanted to fix it." 

The problem with that is Brandon Rast, who the 

Government didn't produce as a witness in this case, and we 

didn't hear from, checked every other one of these items 

out in July of 2020. All, except one. 

And you know the one he didn't check out? Was the one 

they found in April. How does that happen? How is it you 

have an investigator from the Sheriff's Office go down, get 

the evidence bag, check them all out except for one, and 

not realize the mistake then. They just allow the mistake 

to go on for four years. Is that what we're supposed to 

believe? That's what they want us to believe. That's 

infuriating to me. 

Then they want to come forward with item 31 and say, 
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staleyversusstaley on there. Must have been associated 
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with Skip the Games." It doesn't say anything about these 

girls. What was going on, the allegations before you. I 

don't think there's any real question that Naneka Perry was 

involved in prostitution. No question about that. She 

told you that. She's the one that got these girls into it, 

so she could elevate herself. 

But it's absolutely unthinkable to me to think that 

the Sheriff's Office let a piece of evidence go 

undocumented for that long, and then this happens to fall 

in somewhere. Where'd it -- where'd it come from? We 

don't know. Hey, it could have been in Glen Oxendine's 

for all we know. They want to say, oh, we got to listen to 

this K-9 Officer McDevitt, when he was out there on this 

traffic stop. 

He saw all the stuff. He didn't see anything. He saw 

some electronics, some clothes, some personal items. And 

you know what? When my client is on the phone, he says 

they got everything that's on the van. Isn't it reasonable 

to conclude he's leaving Naneka Perry, he's living in the 

van. They got all -- and they got everything. They got 

all my stuff. Yeah. When you're involved in a traffic 

stop and you're living in your van, law enforcement got it 

all. 
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And McDevitt didn't collect anything. He can't 

identify any of those. And Oxendine took it from someone 

he doesn't even know who it was. In fact, Oxendine doesn't 

know who he got it from, when he got it. Okay. Another 

woefully unprepared witness had no idea what he was 

testifying about. Thought he had received this evidence a 

month prior to the traffic stop. Disappointing, 

infuriating, and appalling. 

Says "Yeah, I got it from someone. I don't know 

where. It came from a traffic stop somewhere over in St. 

Andrews." If you remember the testimony. Now, the traffic 

stop happened on Fairfield Road. I guess he's the only one 

that didn't know it. Unbelievable. Coming into a 

courtroom, charging on human trafficking and exploitation 

charges like this and testify like that? Expect and demand 

more. 

Doesn't know where -- who brought them in. So we 

don't even know who collected them. No idea. There's no 

evidence of that at all. I'm not even sure that they can 

really say that those are the phones that came out of the 

car. It's very loose. It's kind of loose. Hey, oh, you 

got to believe it because we say so. We're the mighty 

State of South Carolina. We say so. So you might as well 

we're going to cram it down your throat. You're going 

to eat it. 
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That's not how it works. This is not Iran. This is 

not East Germany. This is not Russia. Infuriating. He 

takes possession of them. You know what? He doesn't take 

any proper inventory. He doesn't actually know what he 

took. He didn't mark the bag. It's a clear bag. It's 

what he said. It's a clear bag and he put it in the 

overhead compartment where it's at. And he doesn't really 

remember for how long exactly because he didn't even 

actually know when he got it, where it came from, who he 

got it from. 

I wonder how many other things were in that 

compartment that he was holding onto for weeks or months. 

And at some point, I guess it dawned on him that maybe it'd 

be a good idea to submit some -- submit this evidence. But 

when he submitted it, again, Brandon Rast came behind him 

and 31 is not there. They didn't catch it then. They 

didn't catch it until May or April this year. And Brandon 

Rast took them all out. He didn't testify, had them for a 

while and brought them back. We have no idea what he did 

with them, what was going on. We have no idea what kind of 

condition they were in, what was actually on the phone. 

But we know he handled them. He had them for a week. 

But Ricky Johnson came in and told you about how 

important it was to document what was going on with that 

device at the time that he was evaluating. We had no idea 
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what Brandon Rast did in that week period of time. No. 

And you know who deserves the benefit of the doubt of all 

those questions? Ontario Staley. That's who. 

Obviously law enforcement has all kinds of tools, to 

find all kinds of things, to do all kinds of things. 

What's really going on here? As to the Skip the Garnes 

thing again, because I'm just looking down at a note and 

I'm -- I'm doing my best to get through it. I want to talk 

about hiding the ball, stacking the deck, cherry picking 

the evidence. This thing from Skip the Garnes came last 

week. Look at the date. This case is four and a half 

years old. 

I guess the Government's so busy running around 

getting this nonsense from Samuel Hancock that they don't 

have time to actually prepare their witnesses so that they 

can extract the truth. They can't have that because that's 

a conflict. Listen, he's guilty because we say he is. 

 told you -- she didn't say this at the 

beginning, of course, of her testimony, but ultimately came 

around to it -- that Naneka Perry is the ringleader. She's 

the responsible party. It's not Ontario Staley. Naneka 

Perry is the ringleader. She didn't want to say that. 

It's her sister. 

And her sister's in here testifying against the -­

already pled guilty to human trafficking and to sexual 
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exploitation of minor -- or sexual exploitation, third 

degree. And she did that to limit the amount of exposure 

that she has in the -- in for her responsibility. She 

did it in exchange for a recommendation of not more than 10 

years, which in this business we call a cap, a cap of 10. 

 understands that her sister has a lot to 

gain or lose through her testimony here. So does Naneka 

Perry. That's why they put it on Ontario Staley. In some 

kind of way, they probably feel like they need a conviction 

more than the Government does, which is sort of hard to 

concede based on the way they presented this case. And 

originally,  didn't say anything about, oh yeah, 

Ontario was going to leave and, yeah -- oh, yeah, I 

remember now. I remember now. 

Now, that I've seen it -- I'm going on my memory, but 

now -- now that I've seen it, now I remember. Now -- oh, 

yeah, now I remember. Oh, oh, I remember now. No, her 

memory is not good enough. She demonstrated that. Her 

memory of the events back in 2019 are not good enough. So 

many times she testified to something that was later proven 

to not be accurate. But they don't want you to see that. 

You know, one of the things that occurs to me about 

the Skip the Games thing, Special Agent fey talked about 

when you set up these accounts in order to give them, 

right, you got to give him a bunch of information. You got 

RH

RH

562



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

563 

to give them phone numbers. What else did he say? 

Remember? A photo ID, your driver's license. You've got 

to show your driver's license to get to Skip the Games ad. 

Don't you think that if there was a photo driver's 

license of Ontario Staley·associated with any of these 

accounts, they'd put it before you? Then it'd be there for 

you to say, "Yes, I feel like I can trust that." Doesn't 

its absent speak volumes? It should. With technology the 

way it is today, if they could verify that, they would've. 

The State of South Carolina, and all the authority that it 

has, and the evidence isn't there. It's disappointing. 

You should expect more. It's infuriating to me. 

In fact, they didn't call  at all. 

More than the two alleged-victims in this case. We didn't 

hear anything that they would've to say. Nothing. And 

don't you think if she was going to testify favorably for 

the State that they would've called her? All right. 

 was going to come in and testify. If 

Ontario Staley was responsible for this, you would've heard 

from her. And you didn't. Her absence should be 

absolutely alarming. It's disappointing. It's 

infuriating. It's appalling. 

So I've talked about the magical -- the magical device 

somewhere in here. Whichever one it is. Just appears out 

of nowhere. So what about the rest of them? The 
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Sheriff's Office purported to have six, seven phones and 

all we have is just basically one or two things. This one 

email and then they have these photographs. We have all 

these other devices that have seven tools that are 

available to law enforcement that we're able to extract 

information from. 

I think one of the greatest attempts of extraction in 

this case is Naneka Perry to get herself out of this. 

Naneka Perry is not a victim in this case. She's not a 

victim. There's not a charge that's before you where she 

is one. She should not be viewed as one because she's not 

one. Naneka Perry is the ringleader.  told you 

that. But we have all these other phones, and I know that 

the -- the girls -- or excuse me,  said, ''Hey, I 

didn't have a phone." 

Teenagers today, get out in the world, right? Look 

around. They're all glued to them. So maybe while she 

didn't have a phone, I guess law enforcement would have you 

-- must have been -- there was all these, I guess, 

purportedly in the home. She had to have been using some 

of them. Because it is very difficult to believe that 

someone of that age in this time would be totally 

electronic free. 

Some little boy at home, they don't have a phone yet. 

They trying to give me one. They say, "Hey, can I have 
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your phone, dad?" "Sure." And they take them for a 

minute. They do different things. One runs a Fantasy 

football team and they like to check out the sports scores 

and different things, so they run off with the phone, you 

know. And I'm really not thinking about it. But you know 

what invariably happens? The phone comes back and maybe 

we'll go outside and take a picture of those doves I was 

talking about. 

We can send them to my father-in-law, who also enjoys 

that kind of thing. But you know what'll be on that phone? 

Some picture or video of themselves? They've taken it. 

There's different ways to get things on the phone. And the 

only people in this case you can say that Ontario Staley 

had anything to do with the photos, are the two people with 

the most to gain. Naneka Perry's got to have that phone in 

Ontario Staley's hands. And we've already shown they don't 

really care what the truth is, by any means necessary. 

It's disappointing, it's infuriating, and it's appalling. 

Our testimony's not credible, neither one of them. 

And we showed it that way. Ontario Staley's not guilty of 

human trafficking. He's not guilty of sexual exploitation 

of a minor. In this case, Ontario Staley faces a first and 

second degree account of sexual exploitation of minor. 

Naneka Perry pled to a third degree of sexual exploitation 

of a minor. That should cause you some hesitation all on 
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its own. 

When I see selfies, we know that these photos -­

photos can be taken a number of ways. You don't have to 

have someone on the other side of the camera anymore. Set 

it up where, take a picture of myself, and 10, 15 seconds, 

we're going to get a burst of 30 seconds worth the 

pictures. Whatever -- whatever the device is capable of. 

In today's technology, I mean, if we can believe any 

of this -- which I suggest -- I suggest you ought to 

scrutinize, not giving them any of it. You shouldn't 

either. You have no idea about most of what they put in. 

Most of what they put in is not reliable. They just want 

to put it before you and say, we say it is this way, so you 

should believe. We're the State of South Carolina, and we 

say that these records are good. So you should believe it. 

Samuel Hancock might not even be a person. If any of this 

stuff had anything behind it, it'd be before you. There's 

a reason it's not. 

 told you Naneka worked the phones, posted 

the ads. Who's to say that she didn't do that on the one -

- the one that's in front of you. Wouldn't that cause you 

to hesitate. That's reasonable doubt, ladies and 

gentlemen. Do you think they remember this one back on 

September 5th? They couldn't remember anything else. No 

idea who posted that, except the people who have the most 
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to gain or lose. That's who it's corning from. 

They have every bias and prejudice on the -- on the 

planet Earth. And they'll come over here and disgrace the 

law. Time for a new book in two ways. Ontario Staley is 

not guilty on any of these counts. And we'd ask you to 

return a verdict that -- that suggests the same. Thank 

you. 

THE COURT: All right. Folks, it's now time for me to 

charge you on the law which applies to this case. I remind 

you that during this trial, you and I have certain duties 

to perform. As the trial judge, it is my responsibility to 

preside over the trial of this case, and I also have the 

duty to rule on the admissibility of the evidence offered 

during this trial. You are to consider only the competent 

evidence before you, including the testimony which has been 

presented from this witness stand, any exhibits which have 

been made a part of the record in this case and any 

stipulations of counsel. 

I have the additional duty to charge you the law 

applicable to this case. As a presiding judge, I'm the 

sole judge of the law of this case, and it is your duty as 

jurors to accept and apply the law as I now state it to 

you. If you already have any idea as to what the law is or 

what the law ought to be, and it does not agree with what I 

now tell you the law is, you must abandon this idea because 
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you were sworn to accept the law and apply the law exactly 

as I stated to you. 

In every case tried in this court before a jury, the 

jury becomes the sole and exclusive judges of the facts. A 

trial judge cannot intimate, state, comment on, or make any 

statement to a trial jury about the facts in a case. Since 

you, the jury, are the sole judges of the facts in this 

case, do not infer from anything that I have said or done 

during the progress of this trial, or anything that I say 

now during the course of this instruction to you that I 

have any opinion about the facts in this case. The law 

does not allow me to have an opinion about the facts in a 

case. This is a matter solely for you, the jury to 

determine. 

The indictments in this case charged the Defendant 

with two counts of trafficking in persons with the victim 

under 18 years of age, two counts of sexual exploitation of 

a minor first degree, and two counts of sexual exploitation 

of a minor second degree. I remind you that the -- that 

the fact that the Defendant was arrested, charged, and 

indicted is not evidence in this case and cannot be 

considered by you as evidence of guilt in this case, nor 

does it create any presumption or inference of guilt. 

These documents are simply the formal written 

instruments which contain the charges made against the 
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Defendant. They're the formal documents by which this case 

was brought into this court. The Defendant has pled not 

guilty to each of these indictments, and that plea puts the 

burden on the State to prove the Defendant guilty of each 

of the offenses charged in each of these indictments. 

A person charged with committing a criminal offense in 

South Carolina is never required to prove himself innocent. 

I charge you that it is an important rule of the law that 

the Defendant in a criminal trial, no matter what the 

seriousness of the charge may be, will always be presumed 

to be innocent of the crime for which the indictment was 

issued, unless guilt has been proven by evidence satisfying 

you of that guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The 

presumption of innocence does not end when·you begin your 

deliberations, but it accompanies the Defendant throughout 

the trial until you reach a verdict of guilt based on 

evidence satisfying you of that guilt beyond a reasonable 

doubt. 

The presumption of innocence is like a robe of 

righteousness, placed about the shoulders of the Defendant, 

which remains with the Defendant until it has been stripped 

from him by evidence satisfying you of the Defendant's 

guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The presumption of 

innocence is not a mere legal theory. It is not just a 

legal phrase. It is a substantial right to which every 
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Defendant is entitled, unless you, the jury, are satisfied 

from the evidence of the Defendant's guilt beyond a 

reasonable doubt. 

A reasonable doubt is the kind of doubt that will 

cause a person to hesitate to act. The State has the 

burden of proving the Defendant guilty beyond a reasonable 

doubt. Some of you may have served as jurors in civil 

cases, where you were told that it is only necessary to 

prove that a fact is more likely true than not true, such 

as by the preponderance or greater weight of the evidence. 

In criminal cases, the State's proof must be more powerful 

than that. It must be beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves 

you firmly convinced of the Defendant's guilt. There are 

very few things in this world that we know with absolute 

certainty, and in criminal cases the law does not require 

proof that overcomes every possible doubt. If, based on 

your consideration of the evidence, you are firmly 

convinced that the Defendant is guilty of the crime charge, 

you must find the Defendant guilty. If, on the other hand, 

you think that there is a real possibility that the 

Defendant is not guilty, you must give the Defendant the 

benefit of the doubt and find him not guilty. 

Now, there are two types of evidence generally 

presented during a trial, direct evidence and 
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circumstantial evidence. Direct evidence is the testimony 

of a person who claims to have actual knowledge of fact 

such as an eyewitness. It is evidence which immediately 

establishes the main fact to be proved. Circumstantial 

evidence is proof of a chain of facts and circumstances 

indicating the existence of a fact. It is evidence which 

immediately establishes collateral facts from which the 

main fact may be inferred. 

Circumstantial evidence is based on inference, and not 

on personal knowledge or observation. The law makes 

absolutely no distinction between the weight or value to be 

given to either direct or --- direct or circumstantial 

evidence, nor is a greater degree of certainty required of 

circumstantial evidence than of direct evidence.· However, 

to the extent that the State relies on circumstantial 

evidence, the circumstances must be consistent with each 

other and, when taken together, point conclusively to the 

Defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. If these 

circumstances merely portray the Defendant's behavior as 

suspicious, the proof has failed. 

The burden of proof rests with the State regardless of 

whether the State relies on direct evidence, circumstantial 

evidence, or some combination of the two. You should weigh 

all of the evidence in the case. After weighing all of the 

evidence, if you are not convinced of the -- the guilt of 
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the Defendant beyond a reasonable doubt, you must find the 

Defendant not guilty. Necessarily, you must determine the 

credibility of witnesses who have testified in this case. 

Credibility simply means believability. It becomes your 

duty as jurors to analyze and to evaluate the evidence and 

determine which evidence convinces you of its truth. In 

determining the believability of witnesses who have 

testified in this case, you may believe one witness over 

several witnesses, or several witnesses over one witness. 

You may believe a part of the testimony of a witness and 

reject the remaining part of the testimony of that same 

witness. 

You may believe the testimony of a witness in its 

entirety or reject the testimony of a witness in its 

entirety. You may consider whether any witness has 

exhibited to you any interest, bias, prejudice or other 

motive in this case. You may also consider the appearance 

and manner of a witness while on the witness stand. The 

rules of evidence ordinarily do not permit witnesses to 

testify to opinions or conclusions. 

An exception to this rule exists for witnesses we call 

expert witnesses. A witness who by education and 

experience has become expert in some art, science, 

profession or calling may State an opinion as to relevant 

and material matter in which the witness claims to be an 
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expert, and may also State the reasons for the opinion. 

You should consider any expert opinion received in evidence 

in this case and, like any other evidence, give it the 

weight you think it deserves. 

If you decide that the opinion of an expert witness is 

not based on sufficient education and experience, or if you 

conclude that the reasons given in support of the opinion 

are not sound, or that the opinion is outweighed by other 

evidence, you may disregard the opinion entirely. An 

expert test -- I'm sorry -- an expert witness's testimony 

is to be given no greater weight than that of other 

witnesses simply because the witness is an expert. 

Further, you are not required to accept an expert's opinion 

even though it is not contradicted. 

I instruct you, and emphasize, that the fact that the 

Defendant did not testify is not a factor to be considered 

by you in any way in your deliberation and in your 

consideration on the question of the guilt or innocence of 

the Defendant. It must not be considered by you in any 

manner whatsoever. I repeat, under your oath, you are to 

draw no conclusion whatsoever from the fact that the 

Defendant in this case did not testify. 

The fact that this Defendant did not testify should 

not even be discussed in the jury room. The burden of 

proof, as I've stated to you, is on the State. The 
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Defendant is not required to prove his innocence. The 

burden of proof remains on the State to prove the Defendant 

guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 

In order to establish criminal liability, criminal 

intent is required. For example, the mental state required 

to be proven by the State for a particular crime might be 

purpose, intent, knowledge, recklessness or criminal 

negligence. Criminal intent must be proven by the State 

beyond a reasonable doubt. Criminal intent is always a 

matter that must be determined by the jury from the 

circumstances surrounding the situation. There is no way 

to prove intent to a mathematical certainty. There is no 

way that medical science can dissect a person's brain and 

determine what the person had in mind. So the law says 

that criminal intent may be inferred from the circumstances 

shown to have existed. 

This is how you make a determination of whether or not 

the element requiring criminal intent was present. It is 

not necessary to establish intent by direct and positive 

evidence, but intent may be established by inference in the 

same way as any other fact, by taking into consideration 

the acts of the parties and all of the facts and 

circumstances of the case. Criminal intent is a mental 

state, a conscious wrongdoing. It is up to you to 

determine what the Defendant intended to do based on the 
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circumstances shown to have existed. 

Two of the indictments charged the Defendant with 

trafficking in persons where the victim is under 18 years 

of age. The State must therefore approve beyond a 

reasonable doubt that the Defendant recruited, enticed, 

solicited, isolated, harbored, or transported a person 

under 18 years of age. The State must also prove that the 

Defendant did this, knowing that the victim would be 

subjected to, or for the purpose of sex trafficking, forced 

labor, or services, or involuntary servitude. 

Sex trafficking means recruiting, harboring, 

transporting, providing, or obtaining a person to either 

engage a child for sexual performance or produce, direct or 

promote a sexual performance by a child or commit sexual 

battery. Engaging a child for sexual performance means to 

employ, authorize, or induce a child younger than 18 years 

of age to engage in a sexual performance. Sexual 

performance means any play, motion picture, photograph, 

dance, or other visual representation that is exhibited 

before an audience. 

Producing, directing, or promoting sexual performance 

by a child means to produce, direct, or promote a 

performance that includes sexual conduct by a child under 

the age of 18. Sexual conduct means actual or simulated 

intercourse, masturbation, or lewd exhibition of the 
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genitals. Sexual battery means sexual intercourse, 

cunnilingus, fellatio, anal intercourse, or any intrusion, 

however slight, into any part of a person's body or of any 

object into the genital or anal openings of another 

person's body. 

The following are not defenses to this charge. The 

victim's connection by blood or marriage to a Defendant in 

the case or to anyone involved in the victim's trafficking; 

the implied or expressed consent of a victim to these acts; 

the age of consent to sex, legal, age of marriage, or other 

discretionary age; or mistake as to the victim's age, even 

if the mistake is reasonable. 

The Defendant is also charged with two counts of 

sexual exploitation of a minor in the first degree. The 

State must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the 

Defendant used, employed, induced, coerced, encouraged or 

facilitated a minor to engage in sexual activity or appear 

in a State of sexually explicit nudity. The State must 

also prove that the Defendant did this for the purpose of 

producing material that contains a visual representation 

depicting the sexual activity or State of sexual --

sexually explicit nudity in which a reasonable person would 

infer that the purpose is for sexual stimulation, and that 

the Defendant knew the character or content of the 

material. 
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Minor means an individual who is less than 18 years 

old. And mistake of age is not a defense to this charge 

either. The Defendant is also charged with two counts of 

sexual exploitation of a minor in the second degree. 

Therefore, the State must prove that the Defendant 

recorded, photographed, filmed, developed, duplicated, 

produced, or created digital electronic file material that 

contained a visual representation of a minor engaged in 

sexual activity or appearing in a State of sexually 

explicit nudity when a reasonable person would infer that 

the purpose is for sexual stimulation, and that the 

Defendant knew the character or content of the material. 

Material means pictures, drawings, video recordings, 

films, digital electronic files or other visual depictions 

or representations, but not material consisting of entirely 

written words. Sexual activity includes any of the 

following acts or simulations of these acts; masturbation, 

whether done alone or with another human; vaginal, anal, or 

oral intercourse; touching in an act of apparent sexual 

stimulation or sexual abuse of the clothed or unclothed 

genitals, pubic area or buttocks of another person or the 

clothed or unclothed breast of a human female. 

Sexually explicit nudity means the showing of 

uncovered or less than opaquely covered human genitals, 

pubic area, or buttocks, or the nipple or any portion of 
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the areola of the human female breast. 

Now, there are two possible verdicts you which you may 

reach for each of the indictments in this case; guilty or 

not guilty. There's no significance whatsoever in the 

order in which I state those possible verdicts. It's 

simply that one must be stated first. Now, you have been 

sworn and chosen as impartial jurors to give the parties in 

this case a fair and impartial trial. When you have done 

so, you will have complied with your oath and no one will 

have a right to criticize your verdict. You must not be 

influenced by opinions or expressions of opinion you may 

have heard outside of the courtroom, but rather should base 

your verdict solely on the testimony of the sworn witnesses 

who took the stand, the exhibits received into evidence, 

and the law which I have stated. 

You should not be swayed by caprice, passion, 

prejudice, or improper sympathy for or against anyone in 

this case. Remember, you have no friends to reward or 

enemies to punish, and all parties are entitled to fair and 

impartial trial. It is your duty as jurors to consult with 

one another and to deliberate in an effort to reach an 

agreement. As I stated earlier, you are judges, judges of 

the facts. Your verdict must represent the considered 

judgment of each juror. In other words, your verdict must 

be unanimous. 
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Now, you may have noticed that I've read these 

instructions to you. I do so to give you the law as 

accurately as possible. Now, Mr. Foreman, it will be your 

duty to preside over the jury's deliberations. If during 

the deliberations you should desire to communicate with the 

court if you have a question or something, please reduce 

your message or question to writing, signed by you as 

foreperson, and the foreperson only, and then pass the note 

to the bailiff who will bring it to my attention. I will 

then respond as promptly as possible either in writing or 

by bringing you back into the courtroom. 

Now, you've heard the evidence and you've heard the 

law. Whatever your verdict, Mr. Foreperson, you will 

indicate it on the indictments -- which I shouldn't have 

passed down there. But you'll see on the indictment there 

are two-sided. Each indictment is two-sided. On one side 

there is a description of the offense charged, including 

which victim it applies to, the dates, et cetera. On the 

other side, you'll flip it over and on the left side you'll 

see a column where it -- it gives like a -- an arrest 

warrant number and some other things. 

But down the bottom left corner of those indictments, 

there's a place to write the verdict. You'll write guilty 

or not guilty as to each indictment. You'll sign and date 

as foreperson on behalf of the jury. Remember that 
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verdict, it is not his alone. The verdict has to be 

unanimous. And, Mr. Foreman, you are not permitted to 

write the verdict until all jurors have agreed on the 

verdict. 

580 

Now, I'm going to excuse you from the courtroom. Now, 

this is the last time that I'll tell you not to discuss the 

case. You are not to begin deliberating until the bailiff 

has brought you all of the evidence in this case and the 

indictments. Once you receive the evidence and the 

indictments, that's your signal to begin deliberating. 

You'll continue to deliberate until you've reached a 

verdict. We have ordered lunch for you. It is completely 

up to you whether you want to pause and eat lunch first, 

whether you want to eat while deliberating. 

matter. It's up to you. 

It doesn't 

But certainly, you can't leave the jury room. You 

can't have your phones. We're not going to take any 

additional break. Also, I want to let you know now that 

there are a couple exhibits which we will not send back to 

the jury room. You can request them if you want them, but 

because of the sensitive nature of the photographs, some of 

the enlarged photographs have been pulled from the pile of 

evidence. I believe they're the same photos that appear in 

a smaller version on another document, there's the 

580
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with smaller like thumbnail versions. 
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And then those pictures had been enlarged. I think 

we've pulled out most of the enlarged photos, but if you 

want them, you can have them. We're just trying to 

minimize because they're minors, allegedly, involved. I 

think that concludes my comments to you. Please return to 

your jury room. Really, by the time y'all have passed out 

lunch and figured all that out, we should be bringing you 

the evidence and the indictments, and like I said, you'll 

then start to deliberate. The alternate can stay in the 

courtroom, but the other 12 jurors can retire to the jury 

room. 

(The jury exits the courtroom.) 

THE COURT: Any objections to the jury charge from the 

State? 

MS. RAYMER: No objections from the State, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: From the Defense? 

MS. RAYMER: No, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Okay. Y'all can go ahead and come up and 

make sure all the evidence except those four photos there. 

MR. HAYES: Your Honor, there was one -- one -- it was 

like a partial redaction on Exhibit 22, maybe, whatever 

it's is, this one Skip the Game thing where there was this 

April entry and they just scrubbed the date out. I would 
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every not just the date, but the -- the date -- the 

entry of the date and whatever the entry is, the whole 

thing be redacted, not just the date. 

THE COURT: The State consent to that, or? 

MS. HUGHES: No. 

THE COURT: Let me see the document then. 
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MR. HAYES: I mean, it comes after -- it comes April -

- I mean, the redacted version there is like April 10th or 

whatever. I don't know or remember what it is? April 

20th, 2024, or 2020, but it's outside of the date range. 

So they scrub the date, but it shows that there's a -­

there's a change at that time. I mean that's what it's 

signifying. If -- point of the redaction was to take the 

whole thing off. 

MS. HUGHES: The point of the redaction was that the 

date was after the date range, which is what the Defense 

requested to be redacted. I don't see what prejudice -­

since the date has been excluded, what the phone number 

changed indicates, since you can't see what date it was 

changed. 

THE COURT: But it's also not relevant to the 

allegations in this case that -- because that didn't occur 

until outside the timeframe. I get your point that it's 

just a phone number change, but he changed the phone number 

582
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-- or really, interacted with Skip the Games outside of the 

window alleged in the indictment, so I think that entire 

entry -- or I'm ruling that that entire entry, including 

the changed phone number needs to be redacted. So if y'all 

will fix that really quickly. 

And make sure those photos are pulled out. Okay. Did 

you have something else? 

MR. HAYES: No. 

THE COURT: Okay. To the alternate, you are our 

backup juror. I mean, actually we had two, but one was 

seated today, but that's just in case things happen. You 

saw what happened with the fellow juror and his wife. We 

didn't know whether we would need one or two people or 

whatever, but -- but since the other 12 now have made it to 

the end, then your service is no longer needed and you will 

not be permitted to deliberate with them. 

When I excuse you from the courtroom, of course you 

can grab your lunch. It comes in a box, so. You can take 

it to go. You can come back in the courtroom if you want 

to wait for them to deliberate and find out what the 

verdict was. You can go home. You can do whatever you 

like. Do you have a work excuse already? 

JUROR NUMBER 124: I do. 

THE COURT: Okay. The clerk is going to meet you in 

the back hallway while you're getting your lunch and your 
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cell phone and bring you a work excuse and just talk to you 

for a second. But it completes your jury service. I know 

it's late in the year, but you're no longer eligible to 

serve on a jury in circuit court in 2024. But if you're 

summoned in 2025 or 2026, you'll probably have to show up 

that Monday, but you can exercise an exemption. Just tell 

the judge that during qualifications Monday morning that 

you served on a jury here this week and they'll excuse you, 

of course, in 2025 or 2026. 

Like I said, it's -- it's an exemption. So if you 

want to stay and serve, you can, but you can also choose 

not to serve. You're also free to discuss the case with 

whoever you want to discuss it with at this time. Anyone, 

everyone, no one, doesn't matter. And I thank you for your 

time and attention. You are now free to go. Thank you. 

Thank you. 

All right. Y'all good on the evidence? 

(The jury began deliberation at 12:38 pm.) 

THE BAILIFF: Please remain seated. Court 

order. 

THE COURT: All right, thank you. 

All right. Just to recap, previous notes 

jury -- just because Mr. Hayes wasn't in here, 

come to 

from the 

I've already 

communicated to the State. I first received a note asking 

for the method of verification of Skip the Games. 
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Something along those lines. I wrote them back and said, 

"I can't answer that. You have all the evidence before 

you. Let me know if you need to rehear testimony." Then a 

second note came out asking for the four exhibits that had 

been withheld. So I didn't even give a written response, 

but I did have the Clerk give them those four exhibits. 

Now, another note that says, "Need the prosecutor's 

definition list that she used in closing." And so while I 

certainly cannot give them that, I thought what might be 

appropriate is to bring you all in and ask to see again 

what you used in closing, what was on the screen, so that 

might help me to find what they're looking for and sort of 

reread the charge on that portion of the law to them, and 

hope that that is satisfactory. But without I mean, I 

guess I could ask what they're looking for, but I could 

also just ask you what was on the screen to maybe find that 

portion of my charge. 

MS. RAYMER: Yeah. Absolutely. Specifically, I -- I 

pretty much took everything from the jury charge. 

THE COURT: Yeah, I thought so. Let me hear from Mr. 

Hayes, though, while you're looking for that. 

MR. HAYES: Judge, I'd have to look and, candidly, I 

moved my box to the car just because -- I mean, it -- it 

was obviously presented differently than it was in the 

charge. So it's -- it was sort of that the way we weren't 
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going to do it in the charge, right, with the -- with all 

the annotation numbers and things. That's what the 

Government put before the jury. So I'm not sure that -- to 

be candid, that it was all actually included in there. I 

mean, it may have been, but I think that there may have 

been some things that were presented in the State's closing 

that weren't in the charge. 

THE COURT: Right. 

MR. HAYES: And that -- I mean, that could be -- I 

guess that could be part of the problem. 

THE COURT: Probably. And so my plan would be to 

bring them back in and tell them that the best I can do is 

reread the charge on X, Y, z, whatever portion of the 

charge that is. And it might be all three of the 

substantive charges, but of course I can't give them her 

list or -- or show them again her list. 

MR. HAYES: Right. No, I appreciate that. I mean, I 

guess -- and before we did that, I don't know if there's a 

way to try to -- to respond in a way to try to get that 

down before we just bring them out and start charging them 

all on everything again because that in itself could then 

open another -- I mean, you know, they may have issues that 

are resolved, but if we're just reading all three -- I -- I 

mean, do we really -- you know, are we reopening something? 

I -- I don't know if you understand what -- my point. 
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THE COURT: I do. 

MR. HAYES: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Which is why I wanted to see what she has 

first to see how -- how closely I can narrow what they're 

probably looking for. Because I -- I'm certainly not going 

to read all 14 pages of the charge again. But if I can 

figure it out --

MS. RAYMER: How a jury's supposed to follow along 

with how the language in these statutes are written. 

THE COURT: Right. Mr. Hayes, you want to look at 

this? Because it really appears to be all three criminal 

offenses. And again, while I can't give them that, the 

best I can do is reread what I have already charged them to 

the extent that it encompasses some of that I -- you know, 

I'll tell them that's the best I can do. 

MR. HAYES: So understanding that this is what was 

shown, just for clarity, Judge 

question was again for me? 

can you say what the 

THE COURT: "Need the prosecutor's definition list 

that she used in closing." Or I'm happy to write them back 

and say, ''What definitions are you looking for?'' 

MR. HAYES: I mean, the definitions were included in 

the charge. 

THE COURT: Right. 

MR. HAYES: All right. So we say -- I mean, from my 
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perspective, I think the response might be tailored in a 

way to say, "The definitions that are to be considered are 

in the charge that the Court gave you." 

THE COURT: Right. But whether they came from --

MR. HAYES: Well, there may be some that are outside. 

There may be some included there that aren't in the charge. 

THE COURT: Sure. But whatever it is, they don't 

remember. 

MR. HAYES: But if they're told that -- maybe -- but 

maybe -- maybe it's something that they shouldn't --

THE COURT: No, it's possible. 

MR. HAYES: That they shouldn't, you know, see again 

or hear again. 

THE COURT: So I will write back, ''Which definitions 

are you seeking and would you like me to reread any portion 

of the Court's charge on the law." 

MR. HAYES: So they understand that when they come out 

here, this is not what Ms. Raymer showed in the closing. 

They would understand that what they're being charged is 

what the direction from the Court was. 

THE COURT: Okay. So, "Which definitions are you 

seeking? Would you like me to reread any portion of the 

Court's charge?" And let's see what their response is to 

that, so. We'll go off the record, but don't go anywhere. 

(There was a brief break.) 
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THE COURT: Okay. I'm told that we were directed by 

the jury to disregard the question, which is strange, but 

that -- that is why we've not received a response, a 

written response. 

MR. HAYES: They -- they probably understand that what 

they're going to get is what they've already got from the 

Court. 

THE COURT: Probably, and -- right. And I 

intentionally phrased it, "Would you like for the Court to 

repeat any part of its charge?" 

MR. HAYES: Right. 

THE COURT: Because the suggestion being, without 

saying directly, I can't give you the State's stuff. 

MR. HAYES: That's right. 

THE COURT: So -- so maybe that's why we're 

disregarding, so. All right, that's that. We'll be in 

recess. 

(There was a brief recess.) 

THE BAILIFF: You may be seated. 

THE COURT: All right. I understand we have a 

verdict. 

MR. HAYES: Typically, Judge, we would stand to 

receive the verdict, I think, but ... I don't know if it 

would matter at this point. 

THE COURT: It doesn't, but he can stand where he is. 
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THE COURT: I don't -- I mean, is there -- I don't 

know. Any -- you have any concern, Mr. Hayes, about him 

having the belly chain on, and on his wrist? 
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MR. HAYES: I mean, the only concern I would have is 

if it's a guilty verdict, that we'll request that the jury 

be polled. And so they would -- they would see that. And 

if they -- if there was something --

THE COURT: Sure. 

MR. HAYES: That happened in that polling process, 

right, they had -- they were sent back to continue to 

deliberate, I wouldn't want that to prejudice 

THE COURT: Absolutely. Absolutely. So he can remain 

seated. 

MR. HAYES: Okay. Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: That's the solution to that. Bring the 

jury, please. 

(The jury enters the courtroom at 4:35 p.m.) 

THE BAILIFF: Juries present, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Thank you. Mr. Foreman, has the jury 

reached a verdict? 

THE FOREPERSON: Yes, Your Honor. We have reached a 

unanimous verdict. 

THE COURT: Wonderful. If you would hand those 

indictments to the Bailiff. 
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Okay. Madam Clerk, would you publish the verdicts, 

please? 

MADAM CLERK: Yes, Your Honor. Docket number 2020-GS-

40-03151, the State of South Carolina, County of Richland, 

Court of General Sessions, the State vs. Ontario Staley, 

Defendant. Indictment for sexual exploitation of a minor, 

second degree, not guilty. 

Docket number 2022-GS-40-03150, sexual exploitation of 

a minor, second degree, not guilty. 

Docket number 2022-GS-40-03157, trafficking in persons 

victim under 18, first offense, guilty. 

2022-GS-4352, trafficking in person victim under 18, 

first offense, guilty. 

Docket number 2022-GS-49, sexual exploitation of a 

minor, first degree, guilty. 

Docket number 2022-JS-40-03148, sexual exploitation of 

a minor, first degree, guilty. 

Signed Juror number 172 as Foreman. Mr. Foreman, is 

this your verdict in the verdict of the entire jury? 

THE FOREPERSON: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Madam Clerk, would you hand me those 

indictments again? 

MADAM CLERK: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Anything from counsel before the jury is 

released? 
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MR. HAYES: Yes, ma'am. We request the jury be 

polled. 

THE COURT: Okay. Madam Clerk, would you poll the 

jury? 
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MADAM CLERK: Yes, Your Honor. Ladies and gentlemen 

of the jury, I'm going to ask you two questions relating to 

your verdict. As I call your number, please answer yes or 

no to both questions. 

Juror number 172, was this your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 172: Yes, ma'am. 

MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 172: Yes ma'am. 

MADAM CLERK: Juror number 386, was this 

JUROR NUMBER 386: Yes. 

MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 386: Yes. 

MADAM CLERK: Juror number 289, was this 

JUROR NUMBER 289: Yes. 

MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 289: Yes. 

your verdict? 

your verdict? 

MADAM CLERK: Juror number 286, was this your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 286: Yes. 

MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 286: Yes. 

MADAM CLERK: Juror number 354, was this your verdict? 
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1 JUROR NUMBER 354: Yes. 

2 MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

3 JUROR NUMBER 354: Yes. 

4 MADAM CLERK: Juror number 97, was this your verdict? 

5 Jl'.IROR NUMBER 97: Yes. 

6 MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

7 JUROR NUMBER 97: Yes. 

8 MADAM CLERK: Juror number 124, was this your verdict? 

9 JUROR NUMBER 124: Yes. 

10 MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

11 JUROR NUMBER 124: Yes. 

12 MADAM CLERK: Juror number 90, was this your verdict? 

13 JUROR NUMBER 90: Yes. 

14 MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

15 JUROR NUMBER 90: Yes. 

16 MADAM CLERK: Juror number 399, was this your verdict? 

17 JUROR NUMBER 399: Yes. 

18 MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

19 JUROR NUMBER 399: Yes. 

20 MADAM CLERK: Juror number 115, was this your verdict? 

21 JUROR NUMBER 115: Yes. 

22 MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

23 JUROR NUMBER 115: Yes. 

24 MADAM CLERK: Juror number 36, was this your verdict? 

25 JUROR NUMBER 36: Yes. 
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MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 36: Yes. 
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MADAM CLERK: Juror number 149, was this your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 149: Yes. 

MADAM CLERK: Is this still your verdict? 

JUROR NUMBER 149: Yes. 

MADAM CLERK: The jury's been polled, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. Mr. Foreman, you 

did not sign the indictments. I need you to sign and date 

each of those indictments. The clerk will bring those to 

you with a pen. Anything else before the jury is dismissed 

from the State? 

MS. RAYMER: Nothing from the State, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: From the Defense? 

MR. HAYES: No, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Ladies and gentlemen, 

thank you very much for your service, for your punctuality, 

for your time and attention. And I know this was a 

difficult case and -- and I don't even mean necessarily the 

deliberation. I -- I don't know how your deliberations 

went, and it's not for me or anyone else to know. I just 

mean the subject matter of the case and the images that you 

had to review. I know that -- that -- or hope that on some 

level that was troubling, and not the easiest thing to do. 

So I appreciate your willingness and ability to do that. 
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We can't do what we do unless people like you show up 

and do what you have done this week. And so for that I'm 

appreciative. Your jury service is now complete. We've 

got nothing else this week and you've been here all week. 

I wouldn't keep you anyway. You're no longer eligible to 

serve on a jury in circuit court for the rest of 2024, 

which I know on November 21st isn't a big deal because 

there's not much left to the year. 

But if you're summoned for jury duty in 2025 or 2026, 

you will have to show up that Monday. But you can exercise 

an exemption. You can choose to serve or choose not to 

serve. That will be up to you. You'll just have to let 

the judge know that you served on a jury here this week if 

you choose not to serve and they'll release you. I hope 

the experience was at least educational. 

Like I said, throughout the week, I do my best to try 

to anticipate and estimate what time I need you to report. 

I don't always get that right because unforeseen things 

always happen. But that is what that is. When I excuse 

you, you're going to go back to the jury room. If you have 

leftovers to take with you, great. If not, that's fine 

too. You'll get your cell phones. You're now free to 

discuss the case with whoever you want to discuss it with. 

Anyone, no one, everyone, doesn't matter. 

The next phase of this process, though, after I 
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dismiss you is that I'm going to go ahead and sentence the 

Defendant. I know you've seen on TV a lot of times or 

heard in the media, or certainly with federal cases, a 

person is convicted on one day and -- and sentenced some 

months later. In State Court in South Carolina, we don't 

do that. Just as soon as y'all are dismissed and the State 

gets me the paperwork that I need to sign off on, which 

shouldn't take more than 10 minutes or so, I'm going to go 

ahead and -- and hear maybe from Mr. Staley if he wishes to 

speak, certainly from the State, and from Mr. Staley's 

attorney, and go ahead and impose sentence tonight. 

So you're welcome to come back into the courtroom for 

that if you choose, and if you choose not to, that's fine 

too. Yeah, so when you go back to the --- to the jury room 

-- and actually, the clerk is going to come back there and 

speak to you and probably give you work excuses. Yes. So 

thank you. Thank you. And you are now excused. 

(Jury exits the courtroom.) 

THE COURT: Does the State have sentencing sheets 

prepared? 

MS. RAYMER: Yes. I was going to send them to you. 

THE COURT: Sure. Okay. I'm going to step back and 

thank the jury again. And so we'll have 10 minutes or so 

while you get that together. And I'm saying thank you to 

them and then we'll come back for sentencing. 
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MS. RAYMER: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

(A brief recess was taken.) 
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MS. RAYMER: Orders for the two victims,  

and  Brimfieid in this case. The State's handing up 

a third restraining order related to a Makeila Smith. 

She's a victim on a pending Charleston charge. She was on 

our witness list and I believe could have been used as a 

witness in this case. So I would leave that at your 

discretion regarding issuing that, depending on how we will 

resolve the Charleston case as a result of today. 

THE COURT: Okay. Before I get to permanent 

restraining orders, let me hear from the State. 

MS. RAYMER: ~our Honor, you've been present for this 

entire trial. You have seen the nature of the offense of 

trafficking on a 16 and 17-year-old. Over the course of 

this trial, I've seen the impact it has had on those 

victims.  chose not to testify. She 

recently had a child and is working on moving on with her 

life. I do know from speaking with her in preparation for 

this trial that this did have an impact on her, that she 

has worked very hard to move on past, as well as  

 who did testify in this case. 

I would also ask if Special Agent Logan Fey, who has 

worked on this case, has anything in regards to sentencing 

RH

RH
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or victim impact, that he had an opportunity to speak. 

THE COURT: Sure. Agent Fey. You can probably stay 

right where you are. You have a micro -- I mean a recorder 

in front on the table? Yeah. You can say where you are. 

MR. FEY: Your Honor, working these types of cases, I 

understand that these victims are profoundly and deeply 

impacted, and this is a lifelong impact. These victims 

participated with all requests from law enforcement and 

continued interview that we conducted with them. And it's 

understandable that upon first contact with law 

enforcement, having been involved in what they believe is 

criminal activity themselves, that they themselves believe 

that they are responsible, and could be charged themselves. 

So it's a position of trust that must be gained with 

that victim in order to gain their trust and -- and learn 

of these stories. These two victims were in positions of 

trust underneath family members. They believed that they 

will be provided with a safe and nurtured family 

environment in this home. But immediately upon moving into 

this home with the Defendant and the co-defendant, they 

were immediately victimized. There was no time that took 

place. It was immediate. The onset took place as soon as 

they did latch onto these two victims in order to gain for 

the Defendant's monetary compensation. 

The only thing that was received back to the 
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Defendant's was a belief that they were going to be loved, 

and that was defiled, that was taken from them. They were 

leaving their homes where they're having difficulties and 

going to a home that they thought they were going to have a 

chance. And they were robbed of that chance by these two 

defendants. 

Immediately, they were put in a position where they 

were in a pseudo family. Their their sexual innocence 

was robbed of them. Their first sexual experiences were 

with their family members, and they were very brutally 

exposed to these sexual deviances very early on in their 

life. And they're going to have to deal with this for the 

rest of their lives. So even though they're presenting a 

strong outward appearance and the ability and this desire 

to move on in their lives, they will always live with this 

experience. 

And because of that, Your Honor, on behalf of the 

victims, the State would ask that you take that into 

account at sentencing, that these two victims will have to 

live with this for the rest of their lives, and they should 

never have to be exposed to the torment that would ever 

come from this defendant if he ever made contact them, or 

if he ever had to come across him in the streets here in -­

in Columbia, if they ever returned. So we would ask that 

that be taken into account, the victimization that took 
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place and the innocence that was robbed from these two 

juveniles. 

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Anything else, Ms. 

Raymer? 

MS. RAYMER: As to prior record, Your Honor, I just 

pulled that up he has a 2017 use of vehicle without 

permission and removal of a van. He has a 1990 theft by 

600 

receiving 91 

read that 

this is a conviction, so I'm not going to 

91 criminal trespass, 94 theft by taking and 

theft by receiving, 97 criminal attempt, 98 theft by 

receiving, fleeing or attempting to evade law enforcement, 

obstruction, giving a false name, possession of a firearm 

by a convicted felon. A felon -- felon driving without a 

license. 

And these are Georgia convictions, 99 -- 2000 driving 

while a license suspended and giving false name. And I 

believe those are all of his convictions. 

THE COURT: So it sounds like the only South Carolina 

conviction is from 2017, the use of vehicle without 

consent. 

MS. RAYMER: That's what it looks like. 

THE COURT: And the others are Georgia? 

MS. RAYMER: Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Okay. Anything else the State would like 

me to consider? 
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MS. RAYMER: Your Honor, the State would leave it in 

your discretion. 

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Hayes? 

MR. HAYES: Your Honor, just as a matter of course, 

the Defense would respectfully request that he be allowed 

10 days to file any post-trial motions. 

THE COURT: Right. I forgot that part altogether. 

Yes, sir. 

MR. HAYES: It's okay. I mean -­

THE COURT: Yes, sir. Absolutely. 

MR. HAYES: I would like to just have the ability to 

review that. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. 

MR. HAYES: Given the na~ure of the verdicts and how -

- try to understand that a little better. 

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

MR. HAYES: So I'd like to be able to forward that. 

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

MR. HAYES: Obviously, Judge, we've been here all week 

and, you know, you're familiar with the -- the facts of the 

case, legislature has passed this law candidly from -- and 

this is no reflection of -- of my client and his belief, 

it's just mine. You know, this is a kind of a broad 

statute.that could ensnare a lot of people who -- you know, 

there's a lot -- it's just a lot. Could have a lot of 
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different outcomes here. 

But, you know, my client, Judge, I've got to know him 

over the last year while I've been representing him. He's 

52 years old. Currently, he has five children. The 

oldest, which is 18 years old, and I think the youngest are 

the twins that that Ms. Perry -- that he and Ms. Perry 

have together. I think he's got a 10-year-old, and an 8-

year-old; is that right? 9-year-old. Excuse me. 

He was originally from Atlanta, which is why part of 

his prior record is -- is in Georgia. I think he came to 

South Carolina in 2013, and has been here since. And -­

and, Judge, you know, he's 52 years old. I understand 

that, you know, he's looking at a substantial period of 

time. But anything -- you know, depending on how -- what 

it is, you know, he's looking at what otherwise would be a 

life sentence and -- and, you know, he's looking at a life 

sentence. 

You know, for -- for what we're here for, we would 

respectfully request that the Court not impose a sentence 

that would basically resolve in Mr. Staley's incarceration 

for the duration of his life. That he be given an 

opportunity to -- to be enjoy freedom again at some 

point in time. Obviously, we understand the restraining 

orders as it relates to   and   and 

Makeila Smith. Attorney General forwarded here at this 

AB RH
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juncture of the proceeding. 

You know, it's really the first time outside of -­

maybe there might have been some limited testimony that 
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they had gone -- that Makeila Smith had gone with them 

somewhere, and it must have been Charleston. We didn't get 

into that too much, but I don't know that it's appropriate 

for the Court without knowing more about that particular 

set of events to issue that. 

I mean, if there's some -- pending action in 

Charleston at the time that, obviously, you'll you'll 

have to face that as well. And so I -- I would ask the 

Court to consider that in -- in the sentence, not that the 

charge is pending, but that that there's other exposure 

potentially for Mr. Staley. I don't think in any of these 

statutes when I went through them -- you know, some of the 

-- some of what I might have thought, these -- these facts 

fit better -- actually, requires a consecutive sentence. 

So I took that into consideration. I'm not asking for 

those as lesser included in the event that a verdict was 

returned kind of the way it was, because I didn't want to 

put my client in circumstance where, you know, he would be 

facing some kind of consecutive time. Certainly, anything 

that the Court would do here this afternoon, we would ask 

that it'd be run concurrently. He's been in jail since 

May 21st, I believe, is the date. Could be May 20th. I'm 
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escapes me which one it really is. But ever since the 
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traffic on Fairfield the traffic stop on Fairfield Road, 

he's been incarcerated at Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center. 

And we would believe, obviously and I know the Court 

would give him credit for the time that he's spent while 

awaiting trial for four and a half years in this case. 

THE COURT: Of course. 

MR. HAYES: But, so Judge, I mean obviously Ms. Perry 

pled -- from our perspective, while she pled she is the 

ringleader, she is the most culpable person that's 

involved. I mean, these girls were entrusted to her by 

their mothers. You know, they moved into a house where Mr. 

Staley is. But the reality is, Ms. Perry was actively 

engaged in prostitution at the time and took these girls 

under her wing and basically got them involved in that. 

And I understand the jury -- the verdict here this 

afternoon. You know, reflects their belief in my client's 

culpability. Not to shy away from that. But she's facing 

a cap of 10. 

And so, Judge, we -- we would -- we understand that 

bring to trial and, you know, not 

courtroom here under a not guilty 

some additional exposure. But we 

not leaving the 

probably bring some 

we might ask the Court 

if my client is -- is 52 years old today, maybe to impose 
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something in the neighborhood that -- again, that would 

allow him potentially to -- to be released before the end 

of his natural life. And I I can't say with any 

certainty what that number is. 

I don't have the life expectancy chart in front of me, 

and I can't speak to all the health issues. I know that he 

has some. Right. And I don't know if he would like to 

address those things with the Court or address the court at 

all. But, certainly, we would ask for something not 

excessively more than Ms. Perry is facing based on the 

testimony she provided. 

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Staley, would you stand and 

y'all come around. Is there anything you would like to say 

to me Mr. Staley? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am. First of all, I want to 

thank my attorney for represent -- representation that he 

did provide for me. I heard what the officers had to say. 

I heard everything. I understand the nature of the laws. 

I understand what he's trying to say happened. It is in my 

-- from my understanding, because I was in the situation, 

it's not what they're perceiving to make the courts 

believe. And I do understand that I can't bring in the 

context the victims their sexual activities and ... 

THE COURT: You can tell me whatever you want to tell 

me now. The jury could not hear about that. That's not 
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appropriate for trial. But if -- if it's something you 

want me to consider, something you want me to know about, 

now's the time. 

THE DEFENDANT: Well, the way the officers are trying 

to make it out that these girls were virgins, that they 

never did anything,  had a sexual transmitted 

disease that we was trying to get taken care of. That's 

like the extent of what I was trying to do for her. She 

couldn't get -- we had issues getting her medical records -

- medical information so that we could take her to the 

doctor to get her treated. Those are things that her and 

her sister -- if the Court -- yeah, if the State really did 

an investigation, I'm quite sure they have all information 

showing their -- their sexual activity, that they're not 

the way sergeant -- Officer Fey is making out. 

They're just straight virgins. I'm not trying to say 

that that's anything that what was going on, I wasn't 

aware of. I tried to let them have their own time. They 

was doing their own thing and they -- I was trying to 

respect that. Naneka and I, we have been having problems 

and for Sergeant Fey and the State of South Carolina to 

make it like this was going on for months and months and 

months, that's inaccurate. There's a lot of inaccuracy of 

things that was going on that was -- that was supposedly, 

or that's been testified that happened that really is 
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inaccurate. 

And I'm sitting -- I have to sit here and I have to 

take it due to the fact that this is our judicial system. 

I understand I had an opportunity to testify for my 

innocence, but I was under the impression for what the way 

my attorney presented the case and argued, that I honestly 

felt that the jury would see that the State didn't verify 

anything or didn't didn't actually bear the proof of 

beyond -- I'm sorry. They didn't prove beyond a reasonable 

doubt that I did these things. 

So I'm -- it's like I -- I had an issue with Naneka. 

I told her this where she, quote unquote, "had this 

breakdown" and this -- it wasn't that she made the threat. 

I told her I was leaving her. I've been said that. The 

girls wasn't even there two months. The way they trying to 

make it seem like they was there from September to January, 

that's a lie. They was only there two months. The Martha 

Fulton, she's -- she on the phone with Naneka day and 

night. Naneka trying to make it sound like I had -- I was 

working her day and night. Like they turning all these 

tricks and doing all this. 

Martha Fulton, as you heard, is a DSS caseworker. She 

was corning over to the house two, three times a week. And 

I -- I'm -- I'm having a hard time just understanding that. 

If she's a DSS worker and you raised this girl from age 
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four to then, and you mean to tell me throughout all this 

time, you never noticed anything wrong. And it took seven, 

eight months for her to say something before not all of 

-- now is, oh, I'm this big bad guy. I'm watching her 

children. 

That statement she makes where her mama said I am not 

allowed to be around her children. I go to her -- her 

son's school. I'm on the school. I go to the PTA 

meetings. When they have an issue with her children, they 

don't call her. They call me. They want me to come up 

there for her. Her children call me dad. I never told 

them to do that. I got girls. I'm not trying to do 

nothing like this that -- I I know Naneka's attitude. I 

-- I live with this woman. Only reason I didn't leave so 

quickly because she got pregnant. I respected the fact of 

how we got together. It was a one night stand that was 

she got pregnant. 

When she got pregnant, instead of me just up and 

leaving her high and dry, I tried to stay with her and help 

her. But her attitude -- her -- the way she acts, for her 

to want me to marry her, I that's not what I see in her 

wife and I told her that. She knew the woman I was leaving 

her for. They had conversations. For her to say she 

didn't know her they had conversations. And the woman I 

was leaving her told her we would move her and the children 
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I'm not this monster what the State's trying to make 

it seem like I'm ... I got kids. I'm in their lives. My 

daughters miss me. I know my twins miss me. I'm -- ~our 

Honor, what I -- I understand I've been found guilty, so I 

know that's there. I know it is. I'm just asking for the 

mercy of the Courts that this is not me. This is not what 

I did. I didn't do any of this. 

I'll never try to do anything they're saying I did. 

It's not -- I'm just asking that the Courts -- like I said, 

I've been there and Alvin S. Glenn. I'm quite sure you 

know the problems that's been -- I had an attempt of my 

life. I done got jumped by some of the young gang bangers. 

I had to live through all of this. And, I mean, you heard 

-- heard what Naneka's threat is, dead or in jail. And 

right now, I'm -- I had two attempts. So dead is -- is 

really not that far off from what she was accepted -- or 

what she wanted. 

And it -- I just hate that she's using the State to 

get what she want. Her exact her revenge because I'm 

leaving. Martha ... the same thing. She gave me the van 

that I own. That was Martha's van. It's the trust that 

they had in me. If the -- if the State's and the Courts 

seen all that I'm -- been a whole different light on it, 
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especially with the DSS worker. That's who owned the van. 

That's who owned the house we're in. We got kicked out of 

our apartment. Not due for what she said. It was because 

of me. I had an outstanding warning in -- warning in 

Georgia, a catch only warrant. 

They came to the -- the police came to the house 

looking for someone else. They found out I was there. 

Found out I had a catch only warrant. They couldn't do 

anything to -- to me. So they went to the apartment 

complex, told them about my warrant. That's why we got 

evicted from the apartment complex. Because of that. 

Martha Fulton's -- Martha Fulton told me she would not let 

Naneka move into the house unless I moved in with her. 

I had the woman's debit card and her pin number 

because Naneka would always bully this woman into giving 

her money. Y'all just -- y'all got to see a small sample 

of her attitude, of what she does. Martha Fulton, she 

bullies, she abuses this woman and this woman takes it. 

I've literally seen her break down crying because Naneka 

cursing this woman out. I stand in between them. I make 

Naneka leave her alone. When they have a problem with her, 

they call me. 

I -- I'm just trying to tell you, Your Honor, these 

are the things that I went through. For me -- for a woman 

that I want to call my wife. I'm not saying that I believe 
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a woman's supposed to be barefoot and pregnant in the 

kitchen. Women are running the country. Women are doing 

amazing things. Women are holding down jobs, doing this, 

doing that. I got two daughters -- like I said, three. I 

want to be able to help raise them. 

But for my wife, I don't feel I should ask you to 

if I'm hungry, I tell you I'm hungry and I got to wait two 

and a half, three hours for you to get up and go fix 

something because you are in Facebook, her -- she -- if the 

State really did an investigation on her, they would've 

seen all this. But like my attorney said, because she 

accused me and they want to blame me, this is tailored to 

just what they need to make me look like I'm the bad guy. 

I just ask you, Your Honor, I plead with you if there's 

anything you could do on to help me out, please. That's 

all I ask. 

I know I've been convicted. I know my -- the jury of 

my peers found me guilty. So I -- I accept that. I -- I 

did what I thought was right. They said if you are an 

innocent man, fight for your innocence. And my attorney 

did that for me. So I know now I have to deal with 

whatever consequences you feel necessary to impose on me. 

I just ask that you have fine favor or whatever you can do 

for me, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: So you weren't involved in this in any 

611
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way? 

THE DEFENDANT: Your Honor, I don't know anything 

about what was going on. When I tell you they were in the 

room on their own -- like Naneka said, said she just met 

  she knew. So when they came over at that 

by the time they came over, Naneka and I was having all 

these problems. We was in a lot of problems. So I was 

already in the issue moving. 

And I forgot to tell you too, I'm working 12 hours a 

day. I work at Wingstop. I deliberately ask them to work 

me all day, every day, just so I wouldn't be at the house. 

That job started like at the end of October. So all this 

time we talking about, I'm pimping them, whatever. I'm at 

work. Naneka goes through phones, left and right. I had 

two phones and, one, because she broke her last phone that 

her mama had got from her -- her mom told her she wasn't 

going to get her no more -- no more phones at that time. I 

gave Naneka one of my phones, which all of my emails are 

are logged into all the emails that you heard, except for 

one that I know about were logged into my phones. Every 

phone I had. I had two. I gave Naneka a phone. So she 

was using one of my phones. 

And like I said, I would be at work all day just to 

get away from this woman. That's the only time I could get 

away from where -- I -- I'm -- I'm by myself. And if the 
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State would've pulled my phone records on there, there's a 

number, the woman that she's talking about that she don't 

know, that my attorney brought up, Jolena. If you look on 

it is all throughout the day. You'll see countless of 

hours of me talking to this woman while I'm at work. 

So I was building a relationship with this woman. 

True indeed. When she's in Tulsa, Oklahoma, not here. So 

when I tell you all this that they had going on, I 

wasn't aware of this. Naneka then told me about she got 

females that she know that's in this prostitution thing. 

That, oh, yeah, she got friends that take her and do 

things. Your Honor, I was not doing it. I promise you I 

was not on that. 

THE COURT: When did you find out that it was going 

on? 

THE DEFENDANT: To be honest with you, I -- I found 

out when it was going on when I got the phone call from 

  called me, talking about -- said, 

"What's this -- what's this I hear going on about you and 

your you and my sister? What y'all got going on?" At 

that time, I had left. I was in Atlanta. I said, ''I'm -­

I don't know what's going on." Naneka called me telling 

me, "I need you to come here and take half of these 

charges." And when I asked her, "Half of these charges, 

what do you mean?" That's when she proceeded to tell me, 

RHRH
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my sisters called my mama and told my mama everything that 

was going on. 

And when she said, I'm like, "Tell her everything 

that's going on, what's going on?" That's when she 

proceeded to tell me, oh, the that we was -- pimping 

them and they was having sex for money and this incident, 

and I'm -- I said, "What are you talking about?" I don't 

know what y'all got going on. And at that time, that's 

when the State -- the two days later that you heard -- oh, 

my apologies. Let me back up. 

The day that Naneka went down to make her initial 

statement, that was on the 10th -- or 9th. On the 10th, 

Naneka called me and she asked me where I was. At that 

time, I was at the house. I told her. She had her mama 

bring her over to see me. At that time, that's when she 

told me, "My sister's going to call my mama and told her 

everything." That's when we proceeded to have a 

conversation and she told me, I told Naneka what she said 

she was going -- her mama was taken her down to the 

Sheriff's Department. 

I told her, this what you do, you tell the people 

you'll make the statement, but you want your lawyer 

present. She says, ''That's all I got to do?'' I told her, 

"That's all you got to do." She went down there. I guess 

that's what she did. And that's when -- so Captain Fey 
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said that she don't want to talk to her. She came back two 

days later. That's when the DSS case had came up. But by 

then, I had already left. 

That's when I got the call to -- a couple days -- but 

that's when I got the call from her telling me to come take 

half of these charges. And that's when I was like, "I 

don't know what you're talking about." So then she got 

mad. I heard one of the officers in there telling her, 

"Ms. Perry, we done caught you in several lies already." 

So I'm like, "What are you telling these people?" And I'm 

really -- literally, my cousin was sitting there like, 

"What's going on?" And I'm saying, "I don't know, but 

she's claiming that there's a prostitution thing going on 

and I'm in on it.'' 

So at that point, Your Honor, I called several times 

asking this -- I called the police department asking them 

if they had a warrant out for me. They said, no. This was 

in April. May, I came back. I was here. That's the night 

I had just got a loan. That money that y'all heard me 

talking about on the -- on the -- on the phone. I had just 

got a loan, a title loan for -- on the van. And that's the 

money that was in the account, that I was telling my wife 

to get just in case I needed her to put money on my books. 

But outside of that, Your Honor, I didn't know this 

was going on. I had no part in this. That's why I went 

615
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I -- I honestly thought my attorney did a wonderful job 

when he said he represented me to the point where I 

couldn't have asked for anything better. And I actually 

during this time -- and I do apologize to him for -- but 

some of the things that I was saying about his 

representation beforehand, if I had have known in hindsight 

how he would've performed then, I'd never made the comments 

about him that I did. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MR. HAYES: And, Judge, just briefly. Any -- anything 

that he said that well -- water well under the bridge with 

me, okay, as far as that goes, that is absolutely forgiven. 

THE COURT: Anything else, Mr. Staley? 

THE DEFENDANT: Actually, that's it, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Well, I'll start here. I have 

signed the two permanent restraining orders for  

 and  that prohibits you from having 

any contact with either one of them whatsoever. Any 

violation of these restraining orders as a crime in itself. 

Do you understand that? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: Okay. I decline to sign the restraining 

order from McKeila Smith. She's not part of this case. I 

understand that's a Charleston County case. It even has a 

Charleston County case number on it. She doesn't have 
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anything to do with this case and I frankly don't even know 

that I would have the authority to issue a restraining 

order because she's not part of this case. So I will not 

sign that. 

And so I'm not going to lecture you, Mr. Staley, 

you're a good, grown man who knows, or should know and 

according to you, you do know -- that you have a 

responsibility to not put children in these situations, 

these positions, whether they have previously been sexually 

active or not. I'm going to assume that they had both been 

sexually active, hopefully, with people closer to their own 

age, but even though they look like women, had been 

sexually active before, all of those things, it -- it 

doesn't mean you know, once the lid is off, it doesn't 

stay off. I mean, you still have to safeguard them and not 

put them in these positions. As an adult, you have that 

responsibility in this society at least. 

But I -- I absolutely respect the jury's verdict. As 

I told them, you know, once they've done their job, no one 

has the right to criticize their verdict and I certainly do 

not. And, you know, that that is what it is. 

So the sentences on the charges are as follows. On 

indictment 2022-GS-40-03152, that is an indictment for 

trafficking in persons with the victim being  

who at the time was 16 years of age, the sentence is that 
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On indictment 2022-GS-40-03157, that is also 

trafficking in persons with the victim being  

 who at the time was 17 years old, the sentence 

is that you be committed to the State Department of 

Corrections for a period of 17 years. Those two sentences 

run concurrent to each other and you'll get credit for the 

1,646 days you have served on those charges. 

On indictment 2022-GS-40-03149, that is sexual 

exploitation of a minor, the sentence is three years in the 

South Carolina Department of Corrections. That sentence is 

consecutive to the sentences on trafficking. 

And for the other indictment, 2022-GS-40-03148, that 

is also sexual exploitation of a minor, first degree, the 

sentence is three years, also consecutive to the 

trafficking and consecutive to the other sexual 

exploitation of a minor. 

You requested concurrent time, Mr. Hayes, but the 

the -- pursuant to the statute, actually, the minimum 

sentence on sexual exploitation first degree is three 

years. No portion of which may be suspended. And it must 

be consecutive to any other sentences that the Defendant is 

serving. 

MR. HAYES: And -- and, Judge, I -- I understand the 

AB
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Court's sentencing. I don't mean to quibble with it. He's 

been incarcerated since May of 2019. The 1000 days after -

- it just sound -- it seems like there'd be more than that. 

THE COURT: It wasn't May of -- it was May of 2020. 

MR. HAYES: May of 2020. 

THE COURT: The crimes didn't even occur until 

September, 2019. 

MR. HAYES: Yes, ma'am. I'm confused in my years, and 

I'm certainly not trying to misrepresent that. I just want 

to make sure that that is an accurate number. I hope you 

understand. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. And I've looked up his 

booking date on the Alvin S. Glenn website. It says 

5/21/2020. 

MR. HAYES: Thank you. 

THE COURT: And then I used an internet time 

calculator to get to the 1,004 -- I'm sorry -- 1,646 days. 

That includes today. And so, he'll get credit for those on 

the trafficking charges, but the other two must be 

consecutive. So it really is an aggregate sentence of 23 

years when you do the consecutive parts of it. But he'll 

max out the 17 16 and 17 that are concurrent. Then 

serve three on the first sexual exploitation, then another 

three on the other sexual exploitation of a minor. 

That's the sentence of the Court. Good luck to 
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sentencing sheets before you leave. I know I got them 

before you did, but. 

And that adjourns court for the week. We're 

done. 

(Court adjourned at 6:35 p.m) 

--- END OF TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ---
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CERTIFICATE 

I, THE UNDERSIGNED BRANDI J. BERRY, CERTIFIED 

COURT REPORTER FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE 

FOREGOING IS A TRUE, ACCURATE AND COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT 

OF RECORD OF ALL THE PROCEEDINGS HAD AND EVIDENCE 

INTRODUCED IN THE HEARING OF THE CAPTIONED CAUSE, 

RELATIVE TO APPEAL, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR RICHLAND 

COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON THE 21ST DAY OF 

NOVEMBER,2024. 

I DO FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM NEITHER OF KIN, 

COUNSEL, NOR INTEREST IN ANY PARTY HERETO. 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 

NOVEMBER 21, 2024 

IS/Brandi J. Berry, CVR 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

) 
) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
) 

INDICTMENT 

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on .fY\aj- \1 the Grand Jurors of 

Richland County present upon· their oath: 

Trafficking in Persons, Victim Under 18 VOA - 1st Offense 

Between September 2019 and January 2020 the Defendant, Ontario Staley, did in 

Richland County, commit the crime of Trafficking in Persons, Victim Under 18 VOA in that • 

the Defendant did recruit, entice, solicit, isolate, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain a 

victim under the age of 18 knowing that the victim Would be subjected to, or for the 

purpose of, sex trafficking or benefitting financially or by receiving anything of value from 

participation in a venture which has engaged in sex trafficking; to wit, the Defendant did 

recruit, entice, solicit, isolate, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain the victim, A.T.B (DOB: 

), knowing that she would be subjected to, or for the purpose of, sex trafficking 

or benefitting financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in a venture 

which has engaged in sex trafficking, in violation of §16-03-2020(C), Code of Laws of 

South Carolina, (1976, as amended). 

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case 

made and provided. 

ALAN WILSON/ (HSW) 
SOUTH CAROLINA ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND • 
• I 

) 
) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
) 

INDICT_MENT 

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on ;~ \.] the Grand Jurors of 

Richland County present upon their•oath: 

Trafficking in Persons, Victim Under 18 VOA-1 st Offense 

Between September 2019 and January 2020 the Defendant, Ontario Staley, did in 

Richland County, commit the crime of Trafficking in Persons, Victim Under 18 VOA in that 

the Defendant did recruit, entice, solicit, isolate, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain a 

victim under the age of 18 knowing that the victim would be subjected to, or for the 

purpose of, sex trafficking or benefitting financially or by receiving anything of value from 

participation in a venture which has engaged in sex trafficking; to wit, the Defendant did 

recruit, entice, solicit, isolate, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain the victim, R.M.H. 

(DOB: ), knowing that she would be subjected to, or for the purpose of, sex 

trafficking or benefitting financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in 

a venture which has engaged in sex trafficking, in violation of §16-03-2020(C), Code of 

Laws of South Carolina, (1976, as amended). 

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case 

made and provided. 

ALAN WILSON/ (HSW) . 
SOUTH CAROLINA ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

) 
) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
) 

INDICTMENT 
' . 

At a Court qf General Sessions, convened on ~ 1 ~ the Grand Jurors of 

Richland County present upon thei~ oath: 
·. 

Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, 1st Degree 

On or about September 5, 2019, the Defendant, Ontario Staley, did in Richland 

County, commit the crime of Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, 1st Degree in that the 

Defendant did, knowing the character or content of the material, use, employ, induce, 

coerce, encourage, or facilitate a minor to engage in sexual activity or appear in a state 

of sexually explicit nodity when a reasonable person would infer the purpose is sexual . .-

stimulation for the p~urpose of producing material that depicts this activity or state of 

sexually explicit nudity when a reasonable person would infer the purpose is sexual 

stimulation; to wit, the Defendant did, knowing the character or content of the material, 

use, employ, coerce, encourage, or facilitate A.T.B. (DOB: ) to engage in 

sexual activity or appear in a state of sexually explicit nudity when a reasonable person 

would infer the purpose is sexual stimulation for the purpose of producing photographs 

that depicts such activity or sexually explicit nudity, in yiolation of §16-15-0395(A), Code 

of Laws of South Carolina, (1976, as amended). 

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case 

made and provided. 

ALAN WILSON/ (HSW) 
. SOUTH CAROLINA ATTORNEY GENERAL 

----
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

) 
) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
) 

IND
1
ICTMENT 

• ' 

At a Court of General.Sess_ions, convened on ;~ 11 the Grand Jurors of 

Richland County present upon their oath: 

Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, 1st Degree 

On or about September·s, 2q19, the Defendant, Ontario Staley, did in Richland 

County, commit the crime of Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, 1st Degree in that the 

Defendant did, knowing the character or content of the material, use, employ, induce, 

coerce, encourage, or facilitate a minor to engage in sexual activity or appear in a state 

of sexually explicit nudity when a reasonable person would infer the purpose is sexual 

stimulation for the purp'ose of producing material that depicts this activity or state of 

sexually explicit nudity when a reasonable person would infer the purpose is sexual 

stimulation; to wit, the Defendant did, knowing the character or content ·of the material, 

use, employ, coerce, encourage, or facilitate R.M.H. (DOB: ) to engage in sexual 

activity or appear in a state of sexually explicit nudity when a reasonable person would 

infer the purpose is sexual- stimulation for the purpose of producing photographs that 

depicts such activity or sexually explicit nudity, in viol~tion of §16-15-0395(A), Code of 

Laws of South Carolina, (1976, as amended). 

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case_ 

made and provided. 

ALAN WILSON/ (HS~ 
SOUTH CAROLINA ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF Richland ------------
ST ATE 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

w. ) 
) 

Ontario Lamar Staley ) 
---------------------AAA: ________________ ) 

Race: B Sex: M Age: "='5=-1 ____ ) 
DOB:  SS#:  ) 
Address:  Ave ) 
City, State, Zip: Columbia. SC 29203 ) 
DL#*  SID# ) 

) 

*COL Yes D No D CMV Yes D No D Hazmat Yes D No Iii 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022-Gs-40 - 03157 

AMI#-. 2020A4011200579 
Date of Offense: 09/05/2019 
S.C. Code§: 3899 
CDRCode#: 16-03-2020(Cl 

SENTENCE SHEET 

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was Iii CONVICTED OF or D PLEADS 

TO: Trafficking in Persons. Victim Under 18 VOA-1st Offense (not more than 15 years) 

In violation of§ 16-03-2020(C) of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code# 3899 ~~-----

0 NON-VIOLENT Iii VIOLENT □ SERIOUS Iii MOST SERIOUS □ Mandatory GPS 0 § 17-25-45 

The charge is: [!] As indicted, D Lesser Included 
Offense, 

(CSC w/minor 1st or CSC w/minor 3rd) 

D Defendant Waives 
Presentment to Grand Jury. ___ (def.'s initials) 

The plea is: D Without Negotiations or· Recommendation, 0 Negotiated Sentence, 0 Recommendation by the State. 
ATT T: 

103773 
SC Bar# SC Bar# 

~tate Department of Correction D County Detention Center, 

D Youthful Offender Act not to exceed_ years 

and/or to pay a fine of$_; provided that upon the service of __ days/months/years/Time Served and or payment 

of$ __ ; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for _____ _ 

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of 
probation, which are incorporated by reference. 

Ibij sentence shall run 
~ CONCURRENT or O CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: "1JYJ.,2 6-S 40 Do ( '5'2-

QT' The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code§ 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDOC. 
\'t(: (p /'daye7months-
D ~lude time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing. 

D The Defendant Shall be Released from County Detention Center. 

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 922 and§ 16-25-30 it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of§ 16-25-20 or§ 16-25-65 
(Domestic Violence) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition. 
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.......... 

STATE VS. Ontario Lamar Staley INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022 -GS- ~4~□- - 03157 

0 PTUP after 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

months/years 
--- And Other Terms Listed Below: 

□ Substance Abuse Counseling □ Completion of GED □ Random D_rug/Alcohol Testing 

□ Attend Voe. Rehab. Or Job Corp □ No Contact with Victim □ Domestic Violence Intervention Program 

□ Mental Health Counseling □ May serve W/E 
beginning: 

D Sex•offender Registry pursuant to S.C. Code§ 23-3-430 D Public Service Employment 

D Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code§ 17-25-135. 

___ days/hours 

□ Other: 
_ _..:.... ________________________________ _ 

0 RESTITUTION: □ Deferred □ Def. Waives Hearing □ Ordered 

Total $ __ _ plus 20% fee: ____ $ __ _ 

Payment Terms: --------------- □ Set by SCDPPPS 

Recipient: 

*Fine: 
Fine may be pd. in equal consecutive weekly/monthly pmts. of $ Beginning 
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) 
§14-1-211 (A)(1)(Conv. Surcharge) 
§14-1-211 (A)(2)(DUI Surcharge) 
§56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment} 
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test} 
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) 
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) 

---

§34-11-70(b)and(c), and 34-11-90(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) 
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 
§56-5-2942(J) (Vetiicle Assessment) 
3% to County (if paid in installments) 
D Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk 

during probation and shall be collected before any other fees _ 
D § 17-3-30(8) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund 

$100 
$100 
$12 
$25 
$25 
$150 
$41 
$50 
$40/ea 
TBD 

$ 

$ 
$ 100 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 25 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$500 $ ~------
TBD $ .__;:;_ _____ _ 

TOTAL $ /Zf),76 

Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk: 
Presidin•g Judge: Qo~~ 
Judge Code: U~ 51 
Sentence Date: Nove.mbe.r .7-l 1 2o'2.4 Court Report,ar: • • 

SCCN217 (07/2021) Page 2 of2 
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\ 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF Richland ------------
ST ATE 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

vs. } 
) 

Ontario Lamar Staley ) ---------------------
A KA: -------------,----} 
Race: 8 Sex: M Age: 51 ) =-=----
DOB:  SS#:  ) 
Address:  Ave ) 
City, State, Zip: Columbia. SC 29203 ) 
DL#*  SID# ) 

) 

*CDL Yes O No O CMVYes O No O HazmatYes O No 0 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022-Gs-40 - 03152 

AJW#: 2020A4011200578 
Date of Offense: 09/05/2019 
S.C. Code§: 3899 
CDRCode#: 16-03-2020(C) 

SENTENCE SHEET 

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was Iii CONVICTED OF or D PLEADS 

TO: Trafficking in Persons, Victim Under 18 VOA- 1st Offense (not more than 30 years) 

In violation of§ 16-03-2020(C) of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code# ...;::3=8=9=9 ____ _ 

0 NON-VIOLENT Ii] VIOLENT 0 SERIOUS Ii] MOST SERIOUS O Mandatory GPS 0 § 17-25-45 

The charge is: [!] As indicted, D Lesser Included 
Offense, 

(CSC w/minor 1st or CSC w/minor 3ril) 
D Defendant Waives 

Presentment to Grand Jury. ___ (def.'s initials) 

The plea is: D Without Negotiations or Recommendation, 0 Negotiated Sentence, 0 Recommendation by the State. 
AITES : 

103773 
SC Bar# SC Bar# 

(g/state Department of Correction D County Detention Center. 

for a determinate term of~ 'dayslmen~ime Seroecr D Youthful Offender Act not to exceed_ years 

and/or to pay a fine of$_; provided that upon the service of __ days/months/yearsffime Served and or payment 

of$ __ ; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for _____ _ 

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of 
probation, which are incorporated by reference. -

!by-sentence shall run 
M CONCURRENT or O CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: '20'2.2 4s 40 03\ Sl 

~ The Defe ·s tQ tie given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code§ 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDOC. 
l'°40 dayatmirn:· ims-

0- include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing. 
D The Defendant Shall be Released from County Detention Center. 

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 922 and§ 16-25-30 it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of§ 16-25-20 or§ 16-25-65 
(Domestic Violence) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition. 
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STATE· VS. Ontario Staley INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022 -GS,. ---"4=-0- - 03152 

0 PTUP after 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

___ months/years 
And Other Terms Listed Below: 

□ Substance Abuse Counseling □ Completion of GED □ Random Drug/Alcohol Testing 

□ Attend Voe. Rehab. Or Job Corp □ No Contact with Victim □ Domestic Violence Intervention Program 

□ Mental Health C~unseling □ May serve W/E 
beginning: 

D Sex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C. Code§ 23-3-430 D Public Service Employment 

D Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code§ 17-25-135. 

0 Other: 

___ days/hours 

-----------------------------------

0 RESTITUTIO,N: □ Deferred □ Def. Waives Hearing □ Ordered 

Total. $. __ _ plus 20% fee: ____ $. __ _ 

Payment Terms: ______________ □ Set by SCDPPPS 

Recipient: 

•Fine: 
Fine may be pd. in equal consecutive weekly/monthly pmts. of _ $ ___ Beginning 
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) 
§14-1-211 (A)(1)(Conv. Surcharge) 
§14-1-211 (A)(2)(DUI Surcharge) 
§56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) 
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) 
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) 
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) 
§34-11-70(b)and(c), and 34-11-S0(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) 
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) 
3% to County (if paid in installments) 
D Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk 

during probation and shall be collected before any other fees 
D § 17-3-30(6) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund 

$ 

$ 
$100 $ coo 
$100 $ 
$12 $ 
$25 $ 
$25 $ z_r:; 
$150 $ 
$41 $ 
$50 $ 
$40/ea $ 
TBD $ 

$500 .$ 
TBD $ 

TOTAL $ 

Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk: 
Court Reporter: 

PresidingJudge: Sf~ 
Judge Code: ~~ 
Sentence Date: aje.mbefzj'2..o2 

SCCA/217 (07/2021) Page 2 of2 
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i.-- • - -~ 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF Richland ------------
STATE 

} 
) 
) 
) 
) 

w. } 
Ontario Lamar Staley )) 
---------------------A KA: ) 

-=----~---::-:,-------:-:-:-----
Race: B Sex: M Age: -5-1 ____ ) 
DOB:  SS#:  ) 
Address:  Ave } 
City, State, Zip: Columbia, SC 29203 } 
DL#*  SID# ) 

) 

*CDL Yes D No D CMV Yes D No D Hazmat Yes D No D 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022..Gs-40 - 03149 

ANIJ#: 2020A4010700008 
Date of Offense: 09/05/2019 
S.C. Code§: 0379 
CDRCode#: 16-15-0395(A) 

SENTENCE SHEET 

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was Iii CONVICTED OF or D PLEADS 

TO: Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, 1st Degree (3-20 years) 

In violation of§ 16-15-0395(A) of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code# 0379 
-=-.cc-""-=-----

0 NON-VIOLENT Iii VIOLENT 0 SERIOUS 0 MOST SERIOUS O Mandatory GPS 0 § 17-25-45 

The charge is: [!] As indicted, D Lesser Included 
Offense, 

(CSC w/minor 1st or CSC w/minor 3rd) 

0 Defendant Waives 
Presentment to Grand Jury. ___ (def.'s initials) 

The plea is: D Without Negotiations or Recommendation, D Negotiated Sentence, D Recommendation by the State. 
ATT T: 

103773 
SC Bar# SC Bar# 

WHEREFORE, the Defendant is committed to the jg' State Department of Correction D County Detention Center, 

for a determinate term of ---2._ dayslt; ;011th~d • D Youthful Offender Act not to exceed_ years 

and/or to pay a fine of $_: provided that upon the service of __ days/months/years/Time Served and or payment 

of$_; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for _____ _ 

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of 
probation, which are incorporated by reference. 

The sentence shall run 
0 CONCURRENT or • g CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: 'l.02..2 ~S 40 o~ ( S:Z. l 3 V51 

D The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDOC. 
days/months 

---==;---

□ To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing. 
D The Defendant Shall be Released from County Detention Center. 

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 922 and§ 16-25-30 it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of§ 16-25-20 or§ 16-25-65 
(Domestic Violence) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition. 

634



• STATE VS. Ontario Staley INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022 -GS- _.4-=-0- - 031.fl:9 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

0 PTUP after months/years 
--- • And Other Terms Listed Below: 

□ Substance Abuse Counse_ling □ Completion of GED □ Random Drug/Alcohol Testing 

□ Attend Voe. Rehab. Or Job Corp □ No Contact with Victim □ Domestic Violence Intervention Program 

□ Mental Health Counseling □ May serve W/E 
beginning: 

D Sex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C. Code§ 23-3-430 0 Public Service Employment 

D Central Registry of Child Abuse arid Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code§ 17-25-135. 

--- days/hours 

0 Other: -~-------------------------------------

0 RESTITUTION: 0 Deferred O Def. Waives Hearing O Ordered 

Total $ __ _ plus 20% fee: ____ $ __ ___ 

Payment Terms: _ _____________ 0 Set by SCDPPPS 

Recipient: 

*Fine: 
Fine may be pd. in equal consecutive weekly/monthly pmts. of $ Beginning 
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) • ---

§14-1-211 (A)(1)(Conv. Surch~rge) 
§14-1-211 (A)(2){DUI Surcharge) 
§56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) 
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) 
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) 
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) 
§34-11-70{b)and{c), and 34-11-90{c)and{d) {A_dmin Fraud Check Court Costs) 
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) 
3% to County (if paid in installments) 
D Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk 

during proba_tion and shall be collected before any other fees 
D § 17-3-30(8) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund 

!Jt. t; Presiding Judge: 
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk: ~ W,1418.w~ ~ Judge Code: 
Court ReporteF: ~-......,,1\b~M....._~·.......,,e;:e:.......,.~.....,..------- Sentence Date: 

SCCA/217 (07/2021) 

$100 
$100 
$12 
$25 
$25 
$150 
$41 
$50 
$40/ea 
TBD 

$500 
TBD 

TOTAL 

$ 

$ 
$ lQO 
$ 
$ 
$ 
s 25 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 

Page 2 of 2 

635



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF Richland ------------
STATE 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

vs. ) 

Ontario Lamar Staley )) ---------------------A KA: ) -=---------,----------Race: B Sex: M . Age: 51 ) 
-=-------

DOB:  SS#:  ) 
Address:  Ave ) 
City, State, Zip: Columbia. SC 29203 ) 
DL#*  SID# ) 

) 

*C[?L Yes O No O CMV Yes O No O Hazmat Yes O No 0 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022-Gs-40 - 03148 

ANV#: 
Date of Offense: 
S.C. Code§: 
CDRCode#: 

2020A4010700007 
09/05/2019 

0379 
16-15-0395(A) 

SENTENCE SHEET 

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was Iii CONVICTED OF or D PLEADS 

TO: Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, 1st Degree (3-20) 

In violation of § 16-15-0395(A) of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code# 0379 ~------

0 NON-VIOLENT Iii VIOLENT □ SERIOUS O MOST SERIOUS □ Mandatory GPS 0 § 17-25-45 

The charge is: [!] As indicted, D Lesser Included 
Offense, 

(CSC w/minor 1st or CSC w/minor 3RI) 
D Defendant Waives 

Presentment to Grand Jury. ___ (def.'s initials) 

The plea is: D Without Negotiations or Recommendation, D Negotiated Sentence, D Recommendation by the State. 
ATT_ 

103773 
SC Bar# SC Bar# 

WH . REFORE, the Defendant is committed to the 15t'state Department of Corre~tion D County Detention Center, 

for a determinate term of _2._ ~me Seroed· D Youthful Offender Act not to exceed_ years 

and/or to pay a fine of$_; provided that upon the service of __ days/months/years/Time Served and or payment 

of$_; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for _____ _ 

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of 
probation, which are incorporated by reference. 

The sentence shall run 
0 CONCURRENT or @' CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: 26 22 (;(S 4 0 0~ \ 4 9 

□ 

□ 

--------=--------------
The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code§ 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDOC. 
-~-- days/months 

D To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing. 
The Defendant Shall be Released from County Detention Center. 

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 922 and § 16-25-3D it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of§ 16-25-2D or§ 1.6-25-65 
(Domestic Violence) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition. 
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STATE VS. Ontario Staley INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2022 -GS- _.4...:..0_ - 031 ~8-

0 PTUP after 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

___ months/years 
And Other Terms Listed Below: 

□ Substance Abuse Counseling □ Completion of GED □ Random Drug/Alcohol Testing 

□ Attend Voe. Rehab. Or Job Corp □ No Contact with Victim □ Domestic Violence Intervention Program 

□ Mental Health Counseling □ May serve W/E 
beginning: • 

D Sex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C. Code§ 23-3-430 D Public Service Employment 

D Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code§ 17-25-135. 

0 Other: 

0 RESTITUTION: 0 Deferred O Def. Waives Hearing O Ordered 

Total $ __ _ plus 20% fee: ____ $ __ _ 

Payment Terms: ------------.....,.....- 0 Set by SCDPPPS 

Recipient: 

*Fine: 
Fine may be pd. in equal consecutive weekly/monthly pmts. of $ Beginning . 
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) 
§14-1-211 (A)(1 )(Conv. Surcharge) 
§14-1-211 (A)(2)(DUI Surcharge) 
§56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) 
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) 
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) 
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) 

---

§34-11-70(b)and(c}, and 34-11-90(c)and(d} (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs} 
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test F~e) 

$100 
$100 
$12 
$25 
$25 
$150 
$41 

- $50 

___ days/hours 

$ 

$ 
$ too I 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ Z.6 
$ 
$ 
$ 

§56-5-2942(J} (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea $ 
3% to County (if paid in installments) 
D Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk 

during probation and shall be collected before any other fees 
0 § 17-3-30(8) Unpaid Application Fee to be-paid to the Public Defender Fund 

Presiding Judge: 
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk: Judge Code: 
Court Reporter: Sentence Date: 

SCCA/217 (07/2021) 

TBD 

$500 
TBD 

TOTAL 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$· 12.£3.,]6 

Page 2 of2 

637



CERTIFICATION OF BUSINESS RECORDS 

I, t11e undersigned, _ _ S_a_m_ u_e_l _H_a_ n_k_a_---J attest under penalties of perjury 

( or criminal punishment for false statement or false attestation) that I am employed by 

S_ k_ip_t_h_e_g_a_m_e_s_._e_u _ _ _____ (business), and that my official title is 

CS Manager . I am a custodian of records or otherwise familiar with -------- --- - -
the records for such business entity attached hereto. l state that each of the records attached 

hereto is the original record or a true duplicate of the original record io the custody of 

skipthegames.eu (business), and that am authorized to 
- - --- --- - ------- emailed 

certify the authenticity and accuracy of the records produ~d herewith coosisti.Il:g of files 

l C s. 

I further state that: 

1. all records attached to this certificate were made at or near the time of the 

occurrence of the matters set forth, by, or from information transmitted by, 
' 

a person with knowledge of those matters; 

2. such records were kept in the course of a regularly conducted business 

activity of_s_k_i_P_th_e_g_a_m_ e_s_.e_ u _ _ _ (business); and 

3. 
s kipthegames.eu 

such records were made by (business) --- - - --- - ---
as a regular practice. 

I further state that this certification is intended to satisfy Rule 902(11) of the Federal 

Rules ofEvidence. 

April 24, 2024 
Date 
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Skipthegames.Eu 
To: Logan Fey 

November 161\ 2024 

Dear Logan Fey, 

Per your request, this is the information on each account. 

One (phoenix) 
email: ostaleyliberty@gmail.com 
sign up: Aug 27 2019 
phone: 5592398662 (no other users with this#) 

Oct 31 2019 08:16:41 PM CST User changed their phone number from 619 720 9655 to 559 
239 8662 
Oct 16 2019 03:55:28 PM CST User changed their phone number from 803 594 6349 to 619 
720 9655 

Syn 
Also posted by account one 

Two (storm) 
email: staleyvstaley@gmail.com 
sign up: Sep 02 2019 
phone: 18049991834 (no other users with this #) 

3 

If you need anything further, please let me know . 

. /4~¢~ 
?anka 7 

CS Manager 

skipthegames.eu 

I L 
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skipthegames.com Email Verification - . 

F1om 

-fWl'tft Accounl 
staleyvstaley@gma,I com 

Folder lnbox. 
IJpdales 

newacoount@skiplhegames.com sldplhegames.com Email Verification 

staleyvstaley@gmail.com staleyvstaley@gmail.com (owner) 

(ltc . 

Incoming 

Bodyfile; mes--3.eml MOS: b16455e2103996d05ad9c61801b05a25 

Hi there, 

Source Extraction 
Phys,ca! 

We've received your request to post an ad for the first time atskiplhegames.com [http://skipthegames.com] . Please verify your email,staleyvslaley@gmail.com 
[mailto:staleyvstaley@gmaH.com] . with us by clicking the below link: 
s kipthegames.comNiilidate/1 l'c8566197a9456efe9d3264949a 1 cd6 [https:llskiplhegames.com/validale/1fc8566f97a9456efe9d3264949a 1 cd6] 
If you've never attempted to post an ad wilh us, please just ignore 1his email: someone has entered your email by mistake into our system. We won't be emailing 
you again. 
Best of luck to you, 
Sofia Lenard 
Customer Care 
ps lf you have any questions, please don"t hesitate to email me atsofia@skip1hegames.com (mailto:sofia@skipthegames.com] . 

Type Ewnt Tags Modlflecf Back 
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