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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Anderson County

Honorable R. Lawton Mclntosh, Circuit Court Judge
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RESPONDENT,

V.

CHRISTOPHER DAVID SIMPSON,

APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-001574

ANDERS BRIEF OF APPELLANT

WANDA H. CARTER
Chief Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...ttt se st se e sn bt b e n s i
TABLE OF AUTHORITIES ...t itnisecsnssses s esecssnsessenesessarssensacsnssnsess ii
STATEMENT OF ISSUE ON APPEAL...ccoimiirarrcremreeeeemenrecsesseseerecsenesennesens e 1
STATEMENT OF THE CASE.....oi ittt sttt ssens s snsens 2
STANDARD OF REVIEW ......ocoiiiiiiiniciereitnientnisinisionisiesersnsssesssssessesesesieseasessssssessesssasonsserens 3
ARGUMENT

The circuit court judge erred in allowing appellant to admit to the
probation violation allegations before the state presented sufficient

evidence establishing its case against appellant..............eeevereeveereeeseecsreesneseserenes 4
CONCLUSION ... ctttitrmiiiereertiiseese st s saass s s tebsssa s sassesssssassesssassesssesessesssessssessonassssosssssssseosses 5
PETITION TO BE RELIEVED AS COUNSEL ....cccoouoiieeetceeivnritsiiissreseeseeseeseneosesestonessesassesseens 6





TABLE OF AUTHORITIES

Cases

Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738, 87 S.Ct. 1396 (1967) ...vceemeireinnivncicninnisnssasans 6
Gagnon v. Scarpelli, 411 U.S, 778 (1973) .o bosissne s ettt e s 4
LoPiano v. State, 270 S.C. 563, 243 S.E.2¢ 448 (1978) ucviiriiirirersi i 4
Morrissey v. Brewer, 408 U.S. 471 (1972) ittt 4
State v. Hamilton, 333 S.C. 642, 511 S.E.2d 94 (S.C. Ct. App. {1999) .cormvrvirvrrcmnvireisiiinnees 3,4

ii





STATEMENT OF ISSUE ON APPEAL

The circuit court judge erred in allowing appellant to admit to the probation violation

allegations before the state presented sufficient evidence establishing its case against appellant.





STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Appellant Christopher David Simpson pled guilty to criminal domestic violence during
the July 2018 term of the Anderson County General Sessions Court and was sentenced to
imprisonment for a period of ten years, suspended upon the service of eighteen months and five
years probation. On July 18, 2025, appellant appeared at the Anderson County General Sessions
Court before Judge R. Lawton Mclntosh for a probation violation hearing whereinafter his
probation was revoked in full. Attorney Matthew Bradley appeared on behalf of appellant at the
hearing.

Appellant appealed This brief follows.





STANDARD OF REVIEW

The appellate court’s authority to review a decision revoking probation is confined to
correcting errors of Jaw unless the lack of a legal or evidentiary basis indicates that the circuit
court judge’s decision was arbitrary and capricious. State v. Hamilton, 333 S.C. 642, 511 S.E.2d

94 (S.C. Ct. App. (1999).





ARGUMENT

The circuit court judge erred in allowing appellant to admit to the probation violation

allegations before the state presented sufficient evidence establishing its case against appellant.

In the case at bar, the probation revocation hearing began with appellant admitting to
willfully violating the terms of his probation, which included a failure to report and an arrest on a
new domestic violence charge. R. 3, lines 1-18. Thereafter, the probation agent presented the
case against appellant in the matter. R. 4,1. 6 —p. 7, 1. 16.

Although probation violation proceedings are not criminal trials; nonetheless, such
proceedings must provide limited liberty interests and some minimum due process protections at

the very least. State v. Hill, 368 S.C. 649, 630 S.E.2d 274 (2006), citing to Gagnon v. Scarpelli,

411 U.S. 778 (1973) and Morrissey v. Brewer, 408 U.S. 471 (1972). Therefore, in the same
manner that a judge cannot accept a plea of guilty unless there is a factual basis for the plea (see

IoPiano v. State, 270 S.C. 563, 243 S.E.2e 448 (1978)), a probationer’s probation should not be

revoked without an initial showing first of sufficient evidence to establish proof from the state on
the alleged probation violation allegations. The trial court must determine whether the state has
presented sufficient evidence to establish that a probationer has violated the conditions of his

probation. State v. Hamilton, 333 S.C. 642, 511 S.E.2d 94 (Ct. App. 1999). The reverse scenario

occurred in the case at bar. As a result, the circuit court judge erred in allowing appellant to
admit to the probation allegations before the state first submitted its case with respect to evidence

regarding whether appellant violated the condition of his probation.





CONCLUSION

Based on the foregoing argument, the undersigned counsel would request a new

probation proceeding in the case.

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 16th day of March, 2026.





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Anderson County

Honorable R. Lawton McIntosh, Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,
RESPONDENT,

CHRISTOPHER DAVID SIMPSON,

APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-001574

PETITION TO BE RELIEVED AS COUNSEL

Counsel for Christopher Simpson states that:

1. She is Chief Appellate Defender for the South Carolina Office of Appeliate
Defense and was appointed to represent appellant.

2. She has reviewed the record of appellant’s trial before Judge R. Lawton
MclIntosh, which was held on July 18, 2025, and, in her opinion, the appeal is without legal
merit sufficient to warrant a new trial.

3. She has, pursuant to Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738, 87 S.Ct. 1396 (1967),
briefed an arguable legal issue which arose during the course of the trial.

WHEREFORE, she asks the Court to relieve her as counsel for Christopher Simpson.

Respectfully Submitted

Chief Appellate Defender

This 16th day of March, 2026. ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Anderson County

Honorable R. Lawton Mclntosh, Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,
RESPONDENT,

V.

CHRISTOPHER DAVID SIMPSON,

APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-001574

DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE
INCLUDED IN RECORD ON APPEAL

Appellant proposes the following be included in the Record on Appeal:

(1) Probation Revocation Hearing
(2) Indictment

(3) Sentence Sheet

(4) Order

(5) Arrest Warrant

(6) Notice of Appeal

I certify that this designation contains no matter which is irpélevant to this appeal.

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
This 16th day of March, 2026.





CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL

The undersigned certifies that to the best of my ability this Anders Brief of Appellant
complies with Rule 211(b), SCACR, and the April 15, 2014, order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

anda H. (Zarter
Chief Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 16th day of March, 2026.





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Anderson County

Honorable R. Lawton Mclntosh, Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,
RESPONDENT,

V.

CHRISTOPHER DAVID SIMPSON,

APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-001574

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3) and Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, the undersigned hereby certifies
a true copy of the Anders Brief of Appellant and Designation of Matter in the above-referenced
case has been served upon Matthew C. Buchanan, Esquire, at the primary e-mail address listed in
the Attorney Information System (AIS); and on Christopher Simpson, #360166, at MacDougall

Correctional Institution, 1516 Old Gilliard Road, Ridgeville, SC 29472, this 16th day of March,
2026.

Chief Appellate Defender

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT










Bast, Daniel

From: Bast, Daniel

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2026 3:24 PM

To: matthew.buchanan@ppp.sc.gov

Cc: Carter, Wanda; Leverett, Scott

Subject: 2025-001574 - The State v. Christopher David Simpson

Attachments: 2025-001574 - The State v. Christopher David Simpson - Anders Brief of Appellant.pdf;

2024-001574 - The State v. Christopher David Simpson - Record on Appeal.pdf

Good afternoon,

Attached are copies of the Anders Brief of Appellant and Record on Appeal in the above referenced case
which will be filed today, March 16, 2026, with the Court of Appeals.

All the best,

Daniel Bast

Administrative Assistant

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

(803) 734-1330
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Defense General Counsel

Division of Appellate Defense S.C.P.P.P.S.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF ANDERSON

State of South Carolina,

vs. Transcript of Record
2018-GS04-00856

Christopher D. Simpson,

July 18, 2025
Anderson, South Carolina

B ETF OR E:

The HONORABLE R. LAWTON MCINTOSH

A PPEARANTCE S:
Agent Cooper, Representing Probation/South Carolina

Matthew Bradley, Representing the defendant.

SHARON G. HARDOON, CSR
Official Circuit Court Reporter, IIT
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THE CLERK: Raise your right hand. Do
you solemnly swear or affirm to tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

MR. SIMPSON: Yes, ma'am.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

THE COURT: Sir, you are Christopher
David Simpson?

MR. SIMPSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Simpson, have you read or
had read to your report of your alleged probation
violation?

MR. SIMPSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You understand why you are
here?

MR. SIMPSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you agree or disagree you
willfully violated the terms of your probation?

MR. SIMPSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: What do you have to say in
your defense?

MR. SIMPSON: Well, SCDC, they don't have
no paper for me to report to probation on my
release papers when I received them. From what T
understand from what's on-line or seen on-line, it

was a money situation, it was a non-report
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probation.
As far as my address, my address is the

same. My home phone number has been the same.

I paid the probation up -- paid up -- paid it

THE COURT: Tell me, what's this about he
beat the victim again?

AGENT COOPER: It's a separate victim,
Your Honor. If I could just -- bear with me, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, please.

AGENT COOPER: He had a partial

revocation in 2021. He served a five-year partial
revocation. He was released from SCDC. He didn't
report upon release. I went out and made contact

with him in December of last year. At that point,
he tested positive for illegal narcotics. I
arrested him.

The first step is go to an administrative
hearing. We are going forward to put him in some
kind of treatment facility. He failed to show up
to the administrative hearing.

I went to his house again. I couldn't
make contact. I exhausted all avenues at that

point.
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Another warrant was issued. Consequently, in
June 10th, he was arrested by Anderson County
Sheriff's Office for a new domestic violence 2nd
degree.

THE COURT: The same victim?

AGENT COOPER: A different victim.

I have received paperwork for an
affidavit withdrawing the criminal complaint.
That's not what we're interested in.

We i1ssued a warrant because of our DV

conditions. Harassment is a component of that.
So June 10th -- he's been incarcerated

since June 10th. He barely reported. He missed

his admin. And if he wanted to get clean and get

substance abuse counseling, he would have showed
up to the admin and that's what we were looking
for originally.
THE COURT: All right. Thank you, sir.
AGENT COOPER: Thank you.
MR. BRADLEY: May it please the Court? Your
Honor, exactly what Agent Cooper just said.
Mr. Simpson is seeking a residential facility. As he
said, he's paid all his money off. He already served
six-and-a-half years towards the largest sentence.

He's already completed the other two; possession of
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meth charge and unlawful possession of a sawed-off
shotgun. He's already maxed those out and it should
have already been terminated anyway.

But remaining charge, he's already served
six-and-a-half years. Another 39 days this time
around. I do have a affidavit of dismissal for
that charge.

And he's only 38 years old. He was
trying to get a job. He's recently released from
prison, as Agent Cooper just said. But he did
admit missing the admin hearing. He had talked to
Agent Cooper about getting into a residential
facility at that time.

He regrets that now. Obviously, he missed
that because that's what he was wanting and needing to
help him get clean, so that's what we're here today,
for Your Honor to consider -- asking you to send him
somewhere for at least six months to a year. I know
the Hope Center Ministries is a year-long program.

But he's already on the DSS treatment
plan. Once he's released, he has to go to the
Fatherhood Coalition in order to get custody of
his child back. So he's already got those
requirements of him, so we're asking that you --

1f he has to be on house arrest while at the
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residential facility, we'd ask Your Honor to
consider that. Not send him back, but to let him
get some rehab and give him house arrest.

He has done something, Your Honor. He's
paid off all his monies. That's a big
accomplishment.

THE COURT: All right. I'm going to go
ahead and let him do the rest of his time. He has
not done want he's supposed to do, so I'm going to
revoke him in full. If he owes you money, reduce
it to civil judgment. Okay?

AGENT COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have 10 days to appeal
that sentence. Good luck to you.

AGENT COOPER: How many days?

MR. BRADLEY: Thirty-nine.

THE COURT: Recommend ATU on that.

AGENT COOPER: Yes, sir.

(The hearing was concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

I, SHARON G. HARDOON, Official Circuit
Court Reporter, III for the State of South Carolina at
Large, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true,
accurate and complete Transcript of Record of the
proceedings had and evidence introduced in the hearing
of the captioned case, relative to appeal, in General
Sessions for Anderson County, South Carolina.

I do further certify that I am neither kin,
counsel, nor interest to any party hereto.

Novembe 14, 2025

Sharon G. Hardoon, CSR
Official Circuit Court Reporter, IIT
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STATE OF SOUTH ranar e

INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF ANDERSON

HAR 2 0 2018

At a Cour of General Seasions, convened on , the

Grand Jurors of Anderson County present upon their oath:

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OF A HIGH AND AGGRAVATED NATURE

The defendant, Christopher David Simpson, did on or about November 29, 2017, in
Anderson County, South Carolina, commit the crime of Domestic Violence of a High and
Aggravated Nature, in that the defendant did cause physical harm or injury, or offer or attempt to
cause physical ham or injury to _a household member, with apparent
present ability under circumstances reasonably creating fear of imminent peril. In addition, the
defendant commilted the offense, with or without an accompanying battery, under
circumstances manifesting extreme indifference te the value of human life and great bod  injury
resulted or would reasonably cause a person {o fear imminent great bodily injury or  ath; or in
the precess of commitling Domestic Violence in the 1st Degree, violated a protection order. All in
violation of Section 16-25-65 of the South Carolina Code of Laws (1976Y as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to t  statute in such

|94

KRISTIN W/REEVES
SR. ASSISTANT SOLICITOR

case made and provided.

AT..JE COPY
JUL 28 2025
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NOTICE OF APPEAL FROM A SENTENCE IMPOSED BY THE COURT OF
GENERAL SESSIONS

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In the Appellate Court R ECEIV
APPEAL FROM ANDERSON COUNTY AU 4 225
Court of General Sessions SC COU/T
of
R. Lawton MclIntosh, Circuit Court Judge Appeals

Case No(s).: 2018-GS-04-00856

The State, Respondent.

Christopher David Simpson, Appellant.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Christopher David Simpson appeals his probation revocation, and sentences in the above
referenced case. The sentence was imposed by the Honorable R. Lawton Mclntosh on July 18,
2025.

Date: July 24, 2025
s/ T. Matthew Bradley

T. Matthew Bradley, Esq.
Attorney for Appellant

Other Party of Record:

Agent Matthew Cooper

S.C. Dept. Probation, Pardon & Parole Services
P.O. Box 8002

Anderson. SC 29622

A TRUE COPY

JUL 25 2025

T ..
L 4”\.@:40_\-..1!71.4%&4‘71/
CLERK OF COURT
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Appellate Court

APPEAL FROM ANDERSON COUNTY

Court of General Sessions ‘(( ECEIVE
D

R. Lawton Mclntosh, Circuit Court Judge A Ug 0
6
SC COU 2025
Case No(s).: 2018-GS-04-00856 n % Appe .
als
The State, Respondent.
v.
Christopher David Simpson, Appellant.
PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that | have served the Notice of Appeal in the above matter on the below listed
Respondent by depositing a copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on July 25,
2025, and via Electronic Mail addressed to:

Matthew Buchanan, Esq.

Office of General Counsel

SC Department of Probation, Parole & Pardon
PO Box 207

Columbia, SC 29202

E-mail: Matthew.Buchananppp.sc.eov

Auburn Walker-Callahan, Agent in Charge (E-mail: Auburn.Callahan@ppp.sc.gov)

Matthew Cooper, Supervising Agent (E-mail: matthew.cooper@ppp.sc.gov)
Anderson County Probation, Parole & Pardon

P.O. Box 8002

Anderson, SC 29622

Date: July 25, 2025
s/ T. Matthew Bradley

T. Matthew Bradley, Esq.
Attorney for Appellant
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

i

anda H. Carter
Chief Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 16" day of March, 2026.





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Anderson County

Honorable R. Lawton Mclntosh, Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,

RESPONDENT,

CHRISTOPHER SIMPSON,

APPELLANT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3) and Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, the undersigned hereby certifies a
true copy of the Record on Appeal in the above-referenced case has been served upon Matthew
C. Buchanan, Esquire, at the primary e-mail address listed in the Attorney Information System
(AIS), and on Christopher Simpson, 360166, MacDougall Correctional Institution, 1516 Old
Gilliard Road, Ridgeville, SC, 29472, this 16th day of March, 2026.

anda Hoegd” 7
Chief Appellate Defender
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