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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Clerk and counsel:

I attach the Appellant's Initial Reply Brief with the Certificate of Service, for filing in this
matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Carpenter

James G. Carpenter

The Carpenter Law Firm, P.C.
819 East North Street
Greenville, SC 29601
Telephone: (864) 235-1269
Facsimile: (864) 331-3083
Mobile: (864) 380-4880

www.carpenterlawfirm.net
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STATEMENT OF THE CASE IN REPLY

In 2008, Jeffrey L. Clemens borrowed money from Synovus Bank. Later that year, the real
estate market crashed. After the crash, Clemens continued to pay the $3,200 monthly payment,
until 2019. The bank sued him on the note and took a judgment for $395,998.18.

The bank brought supplemental proceedings.

In response to the supplemental proceedings, Clemens has provided his tax returns for
2019-2024. He has provided all requested bank statements. He has provided all requested credit
card statements. He has provided all documentation required. The bank has taken his deposition
twice.

He did miss one court hearing because his attorney’s emails went to his spam folder, and
he wasn’t aware of the hearing. He has attempted repeatedly to settle with the bank, without
success. He is not the scofflaw that the bank attempts to say he is.

The Court entered a Charging Order on December 2, 2021 (Order 12.2.21). The bank
allowed the charging order to expire two years later. The 2021 charging order gave the bank the
opportunity to extend the Order, which they failed to do.

Nine months after the expiration, the Court entered a new Order and Rule to Show Cause
that restricted Clemens from “transferring any assets out of the ordinary course of business until
otherwise ordered by this Court.” (Order 9.18.24)

Three months later, the Circuit Court “extended” the Charging Order for 90 days from
December 12, 2024, until March 12, 2025. (Order 1.2.25). On March 14, 2025, the Court entered
a Charging Order effective from March 13, 2025, to September 21, 2026 (Order 3.14.25). Clemens

is not challenging the Judgment, the entry of the Charging Order, or its renewals.





Clemens challenges only the Court’s Order entered on June 30, 2025, that required
Clemens to pay the Bank $9,494 that was partial repayment of a loan (principal only) from many
years earlier, received in December 2024, a year after the first Charging Order had expired, and
before it was renewed (Order 6.30.25). Clemens contends this compulsion violates his rights to
due process.

Many years earlier, Clemens and his wife made the loan from marital assets to The Cliffs
developer to help sustain their home neighborhood. Clemens further contends that requiring him
to pay on the judgment from funds that partially repaid the principal from a loan exceeds the
legitimate power and judgment of the Court. Clemens and his wife have received back only about
$30-$40,000 of the $100,000 investment. Further, The Cliffs went into bankruptcy, and as a result,
did not pay interest on the loan, but repaid only part of the principal. Because there is no income,
it should not be something the bank can seize to help repay the debt.

Further, the loan from the bank at issue was in his name only; only he was obligated.
Accordingly, at most, the amount payable on the judgment should be only that half of the
repayment attributable to Clemens, not to his wife, as the Court acknowledged in the Order entered
June 30, 2025 (Order 6.30.25).

The bank states, “Clemens submitted, for the first time on March 6, 2025, information as
to the origin of the money owed by Computer, which purported to show that the funds were loaned
jointly by Clemens and his wife to the Cliffs.” (Respondent’s brief, page 7). That is not exactly
true. Clemens testified in his deposition dated February 17, 2025,

So my wife and I made a loan back to The Cliffs. It’s probably somewhere around

2009 at 2010, something like that, towards building the golf course, that kind of

stuff at Mount Park, and they were supposed to pay back the capital plus interest.
And then about 18 months after we did the loans, they went into bankruptcy.






Clemens deposition, p. 45, 1. 21-p. 46, 1.2 (emphasis added). Accordingly, Clemens had disclosed

the loan from marital assets prior to March 6, 2025.

ARGUMENT

The Charging Order entered December 2, 2021, expired December 2, 2023. On December
6, 2024, Clemens received partial principal repayment from a joint investment made many years
earlier. Clemens received a check for $9,494. This partial principal repayment should not be
applied to the debt. First, the Charging Order had expired a year earlier.

Second, the check is a partial repayment of a $100,000 loan from joint marital funds. See
the Subscription Agreement dated April 1, 2010 (Subscription Agreement). See also checks for
$95,000, and $5,100 (checks). Both checks were issued from the joint account of Clemens and his
wife. Accordingly, this money is not income, but it represents only a partial repayment of their
losing investment.

The previous Charging Order had expired a year earlier, and he is not obligated to give the
judgment creditor the partial repayment. (Order 12.2.21).

Second, the proceeds arose from an investment in The Cliffs subdivision, to sustain the
developer through a cash flow shortage. Clemens and his wife lent money to the developer to save
the subdivision, and they hoped to receive repayment of their loan.

The Circuit Court acknowledged that Clemens and his wife had jointly contributed marital
funds to lend or invest the money. Accordingly, at most, any proceeds should be split, and only
that half of the proceeds attributable to Clemens should be applied to this judgment (Order

6.30.25).

The Circuit Court ruled that going forward from the date of the June 30, 2025, Order, only

one half of the proceeds would be payable, but looking back, that repayment received in 2023 and
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2024, must be paid to the Bank in whole, including those funds belong to Clemens’s wife (Order
6.30.25). This ruling violates Clemens’s rights to due process. See First Citizens Bank and Trust
Company, Inc. v. Taylor, 431 S.C. 149, 157, 847 S.E.2d 249, 253 (2020).

Third, Clemens has not contested the need to pay Synovus 50% of the $6,145.17 received
from the IT-SPE in November 2023, while the Order was in force, but objects to baying 100% of

those funds, since those proceeds arose from jointly owned marital funds.

CONCLUSION
WHEREFORE, Clemens prays the Court to reverse the judgment of the Circuit Court and
rule that after the Charging Order had expired, it was error to compel payment from Clemens from
the partial repayment of the debt; and at most, any proceeds from the IT-SPE should be split 50/50
with only half of the proceeds representing the equitable interest of the debtor be applied to this

debit.

Respectfully submitted,
THE CARPENTER LAW FIRM, P.C.

/S/ James G. Carpenter
S.C. Bar No. 1136
819 E. North Street
Greenville, SC 29601
Telephone: (864) 235-1269
Facsimile: (864) 331-3083
Attorney for Appellant

March 19, 2026





Certificate of Service

The undersigned attorney hereby certifies that he served a copy of the foregoing Appellant’s Initial

Brief on counsel for Defendants by email as allowed by the rules on Thursday, March 19, 2026, to

the following:

Mary Caskey

Haynesworth Sinkler Boyd, PA
PO Box 1889

Columbia, SC 29211

Attorney for Synovus Bank

/S/ James G. Carpenter
S.C. Bar No. 1136
THE CARPENTER LAW FIRM, P.C.
819 E. North Street
Greenville, South Carolina 29601
Tel. (864) 235-1269
Fax (864) 331-3083
Attorneys for Appellants







From: Carberry, Stacey <scarberry@hsblawfirm.com>

Sent: Monday, March 9, 2026 3:50 PM

To: ctappfilings@sccourts.org

Cc: Pappas, Sabrina <spappas@hsblawfirm.com>; Caskey, Mary <mcaskey@hsblawfirm.com>; James
Carpenter <james.carpenter@carpenterlawfirm.net>

Subject: Synovus Bank v. Jeffrey L. Clemens (Appellate Case No. 2025-001522)

Attached for filing, please find Respondent’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter
together with our Proof of Service for the same.

Once the documents have been filed-stamped, we would appreciate your reply to this
message with a filed-stamped copy. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you
have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Stacey A. Carberry | Legal Assistant

ONE North Main, 2nd Floor | Greenville, SC 29601
Direct 864.240.3223 | scarberry@hsblawfirm.com

www.hsblawfirm.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
and may contain information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure.
They are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is
addressed. If you are not one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to believe that
you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this
message immediately from your computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination,
forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited.


https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.hsblawfirm.com/___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjc1MjY3NDU2ODBlNWRhYjQ5NTQ2ODE2ODg1OGI4NzE1Ojc6OTJmNTozMjQ0Yzg1MmY5NTExYzg0YTE0YTk5OWZjMzk0ZDBhNWFiMzAxYTk3ODg2MmEzMmQxZTIzZmQ5MDViYjgwMTAyOmg6VDpO
mailto:scarberry@hsblawfirm.com
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.hsblawfirm.com/___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOjc1MjY3NDU2ODBlNWRhYjQ5NTQ2ODE2ODg1OGI4NzE1Ojc6YWQ2OTpiODkzNTA2MGZkZGE0MmM0ZDJkZTg2ZGMzZjljNWM2Y2QzNGQ5OTIwZjRhMDQ2NTcyZGU1MmQ3YzVkMzllYmEwOmg6VDpO

