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PROCEEDINGS 1 

THE COURT:  You are Jasper Jerome Jefferson, sir? 2 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 3 

THE COURT:  I have an indictment.  The charges in 4 

Aiken County on or about June 21st, 2016.  [Indiscernible] 5 

intent to possess and intent to distribute heroin.  On your 6 

arraignment on that charge, it appears that you wish to enter a 7 

plea of guilty as a second offense.  Is that correct sir? 8 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 9 

THE COURT:  Another indictment.  Charges in Aiken 10 

County on or about June 21st, 2016.  You committed trafficking 11 

methamphetamine by knowingly and intention of being in actual 12 

or constructive possession of at least 400 grams of meth upon 13 

your arraignment and offense that you wish to enter a plea of 14 

guilty to trafficking 28 grams or more or less than 100 grams 15 

as a second offense.  Is that right sir? 16 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 17 

THE COURT:  Another indictment.  Charges in Aiken 18 

County on or about June 21st, 2016.  You possessed with intend 19 

to distribute cocaine, on your arraignment it appears you wish 20 

to enter a plea of guilty as a third subsequent offense.  Is 21 

that correct? 22 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 23 

THE COURT:  And I have an indictment of charges in 24 

Aiken County on or about June 21st, 2016.  You being the father 25 
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of a 9-year-old child named in the indictment, unlawfully 1 

placed that child at unreasonable risk of harm affecting the 2 

child's life, physical or mental health is alleged that you had 3 

the child present in the vehicle with you transporting various 4 

drugs.  Upon your arraignment of that charge, it appears that 5 

you wish to plead guilty to unlawful neglect of the child.  Is 6 

that correct? 7 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 8 

THE COURT:  Mr. Screen, you're going to do the 9 

talking? 10 

MR. SCREEN:  Yes, sir. 11 

THE COURT:  Have you fully advised your client about 12 

the nature and elements of the offense in each instance of 13 

possible punishment and the constitutional rights, including 14 

trial by jury? 15 

MR. JEFFERSON:  I have, Your Honor. 16 

THE COURT:  Are you satisfied with the factual basis 17 

for each plea? 18 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 19 

THE COURT:  Do you agree with his decision? 20 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 21 

THE COURT:  Mr. Jefferson, today, are you under the 22 

influence of any medicine, drug, alcohol, or anything affecting 23 

your thinking? 24 

MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir. 25 
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THE COURT:  Do you have any physical or mental 1 

problems that affect your thinking today? 2 

MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir. 3 

THE COURT:  You're clearheaded, you know what you're 4 

doing? 5 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 6 

THE COURT:  When you plead guilty, you give up human 7 

rights including your right to remain silent and your right to 8 

a jury trial.  Do you know that? 9 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 10 

THE COURT:  If you want a jury trial, you're presumed 11 

to be innocent.  The State has to prove you guilty beyond a 12 

reasonable doubt to convict you.  You get to see, hear and have 13 

your lawyer cross-examine every witness against you.  Do you 14 

understand? 15 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 16 

THE COURT:  By pleading guilty, you give up all those 17 

rights.  You give up any defenses you may have, you give up any 18 

challenges to evidence and you admit that the charges are true.  19 

Do you know all that? 20 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 21 

THE COURT:  Do you want a jury trial on any of these 22 

cases? 23 

MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir. 24 

THE COURT:  I need you to listen to the solicitor 25 
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plea. 1 

MS. YOUNG:  Thank you, Your Honor, may it please the 2 

Court.  On June 21st, 2016, Deputy Puckett and Deputy Bozark 3 

[phonetic] Aiken County Sheriff's Office were running radar.  4 

The location on Highway 19 here in Aiken County, they observed 5 

vehicle that was speeding.  Deputy Bozark got behind it to 6 

initiating a traffic stop.  He got the driver who was Mr. 7 

Jasper Jefferson's wife.  Out of the vehicle she was acting 8 

very nervous.  9 

Deputy Puckett pulled up shortly after the initial stop.  10 

He is a canine deputy and Deputy Bozark indicated he wanted him 11 

to go ahead and run the dog around the car based on the 12 

driver's demeanor.  He did do that, he got alerted by sitting 13 

outside the driver's door while he was doing that.  Deputy 14 

Argine noticed that Mr. Jefferson, who was in the front 15 

passenger seat, was extremely nervous to the point where he was 16 

well -- he just noticed that he was very nervous and his 17 

demeanor was also unusual. 18 

So, the dog alerted.  They did do a search vehicle in 19 

a UPS mailing package in the passenger side floorboard where 20 

Mr. Jefferson seated.  They found a large quantity of what 21 

appeared to be amphetamine, a pill bottle that contained three 22 

small baggies and the dark white powder substance.  Three small 23 

baggies of a white powder substance along with digital scales 24 

and quantity of United States currency.  The items were sent 25 
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off to be tested and came back.  Methamphetamine was positive 1 

for methamphetamine, 574.46 grams. Cocaine was positive, 1.09 2 

grams. Heroin was positive, 3.13 grams. When we started getting 3 

this case ready and looking at it numerous years ago, we 4 

discovered that Deputy Bozark's camera had rolled off the 5 

system and was not preserved initially.  Deputy -- and 6 

additionally, Deputy Puckett's camera started well into the 7 

traffic stop where all the necessary items or incidents had 8 

already taken place off camera. 9 

And this was before either deputy had been issued a 10 

body-worn camera.  So, we had some problems with that at the 11 

very beginning of the case.  Additionally, Mr. Jefferson did 12 

make some incriminating statements on the scene.  He had not 13 

been advised of his Miranda rights, so we're not going to be 14 

able to bring those in at trial.  15 

His son was in the backseat of the car and both parents 16 

were arrested on the scene for long conduct as well as these 17 

drug charges.  His case just kind of stayed in the back of my 18 

roster because he was out on the line.  However, then he was 19 

rearrested in June of this year for driving the wrong way in 20 

this highway and appeared to be under influence as well as 21 

possessing what appear to be cocaine.  Those charges will be a 22 

no pause as a result of this plea. 23 

We take the State's negotiations, this came up on our 24 

1095 docket.  We begin earnestly trying to resolve it in 25 
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addressing the issues that the case had.  We made a negotiated 1 

seven year offer for all these four charges to run 2 

concurrently.  If Your Honor will accept it, the law 3 

enforcement is in support of the negotiation.  This was -- we 4 

were preparing this actually for a trial all last week.  When 5 

we went and reviewed the evidence, we realized that the EPS 6 

mailer bag that was mentioned in the deputy's report actually 7 

had Mr. Jefferson's name on it.  So, that was another 8 

incriminating factor that I think led him to ultimately take 9 

this plea here today.  10 

Your Honor, he does have a prior record in South Carolina 11 

in 1990, conviction of possession of cocaine.  The remainder of 12 

all his convictions are federal convictions.  In 1992, 13 

narcotics and conspiracy, 1993, possession of cocaine with 14 

intent to distribute.  1999, distribution of cocaine as well as 15 

violation of supervised release and an additional conviction to 16 

repeat with cocaine in 1999.  Based on all the factors going 17 

into the case since age, we ask that, Your Honor, accept the 18 

negotiation and sentence him to a seven-year active sentence. 19 

THE COURT:  Do you admit you're guilty of these 20 

charges, sir? 21 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Your Honor, yes.  In '99, I was 22 

incarcerated I couldn't have did that.  It might have been my 23 

brother -- the younger brother.  That's the only one thing I 24 

know about when I heard her say that but yes sir. 25 
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THE COURT:  The charges you're pleading today, are 1 

you guilty of those? 2 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 3 

THE COURT:  Has anybody forced you, threatened you, 4 

coerced you in any way to get you to enter these pleading 5 

against your will? 6 

MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir. 7 

THE COURT:  Any plea bargain the State might have 8 

made with you, any agreement about dropping the charge, 9 

reducing the charge, recommending the sentence, anything like 10 

that? They have to tell me what it is on the record or you lose 11 

what they have told me, you understand that? 12 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 13 

THE COURT:  Mr. Screen, are all the plea agreements 14 

on the record? 15 

MR. SCREEN:  Yes, sir. 16 

THE COURT:  So, Mr. Jefferson, has anybody promised 17 

you anything or offered you any hope or reward to get you to 18 

plead that they haven't told me about? 19 

MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir. 20 

THE COURT:  Are you fully satisfied with your 21 

attorneys? 22 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 23 

THE COURT:  Is there anything you want either of them 24 

to do that they have not done for you other than speak for you? 25 
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 MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir. 1 

 THE COURT:  Do you have any complaint against your 2 

attorneys, law enforcement, anybody who's dealt with your case? 3 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir. 4 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Trafficking and 5 

methamphetamine it's a second offense for this level of drugs 6 

carries seven to 30 years in prison and a $50,000 file.  Do you 7 

understand that? 8 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 9 

 THE COURT:  It's classified as a violent offense, you 10 

understand that? 11 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 12 

 THE COURT:  It falls under the two strikes, you're 13 

out, three strikes, you're out of legislation.  It's a serious 14 

offense, meaning if you get the right combination of strikes, 15 

you have to do life in prison without parole.  Do you 16 

understand that? 17 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 18 

 THE COURT:  Possession with intent to distribute 19 

cocaine is a third subsequent offense, also a felony and 20 

carries five to 20 years in prison and a $20,000 fine.  You 21 

understand that? 22 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 23 

 THE COURT:  It's classified as a serious offense, 24 

meaning it's a strike.  Do you understand? 25 
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 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 1 

 THE COURT:  Possession with the intent to distribute 2 

heroin is a second offense carries from five to 30 years in 3 

prison and a $50,000 fine.  You understand that? 4 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 5 

 THE COURT:  It's classified as a serious offense 6 

meaning it's a strike.  Do you understand that? 7 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 8 

 THE COURT:  And unlawful neglect of a child is a 9 

felony that carries up to 10 years in prison and a $10,000 10 

fine.  Do you understand that? 11 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 12 

 THE COURT:  Alright.  Now, Mr. Jefferson, on a 13 

violent felony, you lose your rights under South Carolina law 14 

to transport, ship, receive or possess any type of firearm 15 

ammunition.  Do you understand that? 16 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 17 

 THE COURT:  All drug offenses are graduated.  So, if 18 

you violate drug laws, again, you face higher punishment 19 

because this would be on your record.  Do you understand that? 20 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 21 

 THE COURT:  On the unlawful neglect charge, you 22 

understand that I could put you on the registry for, what is it 23 

called, child abuse or neglect.  Do you understand that? 24 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 25 
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 THE COURT:  And you know that violent offenders are 1 

treated differently in the department of corrections than 2 

nonviolent offenders.  You won't be eligible for certain 3 

placements or programs that a nonviolent offender might be 4 

eligible for? 5 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 6 

 THE COURT:  Okay.  And you know, on a second violent 7 

offense, you're required to do all the time without early 8 

release? 9 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Excuse me, could you repeat that sir? 10 

 THE COURT:  When somebody gets a second violent 11 

offense, the Department of Corrections under the statute is 12 

supposed to require to the full sentence.  Do you understand? 13 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 14 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Now, anything in South 15 

Carolina that carries a possibility of 20 years or more falls 16 

under what's called Truth and Sentencing, those things are 17 

actually called no parole offenses.  What that means is that 18 

you have served at least 85% of the time, day for day before 19 

you possibly be released.  Do you understand that? 20 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 21 

 THE COURT:  When you come out, you automatically come 22 

out on community supervision.  If you fail to complete 23 

community supervision, you can be sent back to prison.  Do you 24 

understand that? 25 
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 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 1 

 THE COURT:  Have you understood everything I've been 2 

over with? 3 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes sir. 4 

 THE COURT:  Are you sure you want to plead guilty? 5 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 6 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Jefferson made a free and 7 

knowing involuntary and intelligent decision to waive his 8 

rights and plead guilty.  He has done so on the advice of 9 

counsel and his fully satisfied as a factual basis for each 10 

plea.  Okay.  Mr. Screen? 11 

 MR. SCREEN:  Mr. Hatcher, we'll give the 12 

[indiscernible] and I'll have a few words after that. 13 

 THE COURT:  I'm sorry, Mr. Hatcher. 14 

 MR. HATCHER:  All right.  Your Honor, today is 15 

Jasper's 54th birthday. 16 

 THE COURT:  I'm sorry. 17 

 MR. HATCHER:  He is married, his wife is employed at 18 

the Sprint stores.  He has two children and four grandchildren.  19 

He has a business where he pressure washes houses and other 20 

buildings with -- and his 16-year-old son, the son that was 21 

with him when this happened, now 16 works with him on that 22 

part-time when he is not in school.  Jasper served in the Air 23 

Force for four years and received an honorable discharge for 24 

that. 25 
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 MR. SCREEN:  Your Honor, there has been a lot of 1 

meetings and negotiations, these -- as the Court knows are very 2 

serious offenses, which exposes my client to a lot of time.  3 

And because of that, we were meeting with the solicitor and 4 

with him to ensure that we covered all of the bases.  I had 5 

along with Mr. Hatcher prepared a motion for suppression.  And 6 

looking at Rodriguez cases about extension of traffic stops and 7 

what is permissible once the stop is made, we certainly were 8 

looking at that.  We looked at the failure to preserve evidence 9 

and the standard which is required for Defendant to meet in 10 

order to exclude it, which would include but not limit it to 11 

showing that it was not by carelessness or neglect, but 12 

intentional act on the part of law enforcement.  And that he, 13 

as a result, he would not be able to obtain his due process 14 

rights.  After looking at everything, judge, we finally struck 15 

a deal with the State, which I believe is fair given all of the 16 

circumstances.  We understand the one thing that is certain 17 

about trial is the uncertainty of what a jury will do.  And 18 

because of that, we stand here now asking this court to accept 19 

the negotiated plea that we've laid.  I think it serves its 20 

purpose and I would ask you to accept it on behalf of this 21 

Defendant. 22 

 THE COURT:  Thank you.  Do you want to say anything, 23 

Mr. Jefferson? 24 

 MR. JEFFERSON:  No, sir, Your Honor. 25 

15
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THE COURT:  How long did you stay in jail on these 1 

charges? 2 

MR. JEFFERSON:  A little over two months, I think 3 

it's something like that. 4 

THE COURT:  When you say a little over, how much 5 

over? 6 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Probably about a week. 7 

MS. YOUNG:  Your Honor, he was arrested on June 12th, 8 

2016 and had a bond order signed by Honorable Judge Cooper on 9 

July 14th. 10 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Jackson, do you 11 

understand if you wish to appeal anything from this proceeding, 12 

you have to do it in a short period of time in writing.  You 13 

understand that? 14 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 15 

THE COURT:  So, if you want to appeal anything from 16 

this proceeding, make sure you tell your lawyers immediately.  17 

All right? 18 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 19 

THE COURT:  Nothing further.  The Court accepts the 20 

plea, the sentence on each is that you be committed to the 21 

South Carolina Department of Corrections for seven years 22 

[indiscernible].  The sentence is run concurrently given the 23 

credit for jail time under Section 24-13-40 be calculated and 24 

applied by the Department of Corrections.  I've written on your 25 
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sheet to give you credit for 32 days the time served and your 1 

court costs on each charge that one year release for prison.  2 

Do you understand that this prohibits you from transporting, 3 

shifting, receiving, or possessing any type of firearm or 4 

ammunitions? 5 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Yes, sir. 6 

THE COURT:  All these sentences are concurrent.  Good 7 

luck to you, sir. 8 

MR. JEFFERSON:  Thank you, Your Honor. 9 

[END OF HEARING] 10 
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P R O C E E D I N G S

THE COURT:  Call your case. 

MR. MITCHELL:  Your Honor, this is the matter of Jasper 

Jefferson vs. The State of South Carolina, case number 

2024-CP-02-479.  My name is Zachary Jones for the State of 

South Caroline.  Mr. Jefferson is present as is his 

attorney, Chesley Marto.  

Mr. Jefferson was indicted during the October 2016 term 

of the Aiken County Grand Jury for possession with intent to 

distribute heroin, indictment number 2016-GS-02-02090, 

trafficking methamphetamine 400 grams or more, that's 

2016-GS-02-2091, possession with intent to distribute 

cocaine, 2092, and unlawful conduct towards a child, 2093.  

On September 12th, 2022, Mr. Jefferson pleaded guilty 

to the lesser included offense of trafficking 

methamphetamine 28 to 100 grams and as indicted on the 

remaining charges before Judge Keesley.  Pursuant to 

negotiations between the State and Mr. Jefferson, Judge 

Keesley sentenced Mr. Jefferson to seven years imprisonment 

on each charge, all to run concurrently.  Mr. Jefferson did 

not file a direct appeal.  This post-conviction relief 

action was filed on February 26th, 2024.  

With that, I will turn it over to Ms. Marto.

MS. MARTO:  Judge, I have spoken with Mr. Jefferson 

multiple times.  He wants to go forward today.
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THE COURT:  Mr. Jefferson, let me just make sure that 

you understand.  I know that this was a plea.  You 

understand -- I looked and you want me to dismiss your case?

THE WITNESS:  Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT:  I can't do that.  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT:  That's not an option here.  What can 

happen, though, is that if you win your PCR and I agree with 

you that your counsel was ineffective, you're just going to 

get tried all over again with your original charges, which 

was the trafficking, the CSC --

MR. JONES:  It was child endangerment.  

THE COURT:  Child endangerment and there were several 

other charges.  All those charges will be brought back and 

you'll either -- you would start the process all over again.  

So I don't want you to think that I can dismiss your case 

because I cannot.  

THE WITNESS:  I understand, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  Now, I know you had the benefit of a 

plea negotiation.  I want to make sure that you understand 

that that offer will not be brought back.  You'll be giving 

up that benefit.  What would happen, again, should you 

prevail is that all your charges will be brought back and 

we'll start it all over again.

THE WITNESS:  I understand, Your Honor.
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THE COURT:  Okay.  Knowing all that, you wish to go 

forward?

THE WITNESS:  Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's do it then. 

Call your first witness.

MS. MARTO:  Judge, I would call Mr. Jefferson.  

JASPER JEFFERSON,

after being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. MARTO:

Q Good afternoon, sir.

A Good afternoon.

Q So what were you charged with?

A I was charged with trafficking methamphetamine, 

possession with intent to distribute heroin, possession of 

cocaine, child endangerment.  I think that's it.

Q You understand that trafficking 400 grams or more 

carries a mandatory minimum of 25 years in prison, right?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q You understand that you received seven when you could 

have received 25 or more?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q You understand that by the time the PCR appeal is 

exhausted, you'll probably be out before your case is 

totally resolved, you understand that, right?
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A Yes, ma'am.

Q You still want to go forward?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q So you're raising a direct appeal issue; is that 

correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And why did you want a direct appeal in this case?

A Well, I wanted -- at the time, I didn't agree with 

taking the plea.  I felt I was coerced in taking the plea.  

I felt like I had -- I mean, that was, also, ineffective in 

the case.  He didn't explain to me everything.  I don't feel 

like he -- he didn't challenge my due process of the law.  

He didn't challenge certain things that should have been 

challenged in my case.  And I will address those.

Q But, specifically, on direct appeal, it sounds like 

your claims are ineffective assistance of counsel; is that 

correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q So why did you want a direct appeal then?

A Well, I wanted to take my plea back right there.  I 

don't know if that's the same thing right there, so.

Q Okay.  So you wanted counsel to move to withdraw the 

plea?

A That's right.  Actually, when I went to the county 

jail, I had him to come to the county jail, my attorney, and 
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I told him that I wanted to, but nothing was ever said of it 

right there.  He never got back in touch with me or 

anything.  I just ended up going to R&E and that was it.

Q You asked counsel to withdraw the plea that day?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And did you ask him to file an appeal?

A I just asked him to withdraw the plea.  Well, I 

actually -- what it was was I had an attorney that handled 

some civil matters for me.  He came to see me at the county 

after I got sentenced.  When he heard about I had got 

sentenced, he came to see me because he was handling some 

civil matters for me, some estate matters.  And I told him 

-- he knows the attorney right there and I asked him to get 

in touch with him and let him know that I wanted to take my 

plea back.  He came up there to -- then he came up there to 

see me and I told him that I wanted to take my plea back.  I 

never heard from him again.  

Q You filed your PCR application about five months after 

the year that you get; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And can you explain to the Court why you filed it so 

late?

A Yes, ma'am.  When I first came and I first got -- they 

took me somewhere.  When you go to R&E, you can't do 

anything right there.  You're not allowed to go anywhere.  
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The first place they took me to was Goodman.  Goodman didn't 

have a library at all, so there was nothing I could do.  I 

stayed there for about six months, then Goodman closed down.  

Then they sent me to Manning.  When I went to Manning, 

they had us on Covid restrictions, so they wouldn't let us 

out.  Then maybe a week or so right there, but they wouldn't 

let us go.  We had certain days you could go to the library, 

but they wouldn't let us go because they had us on strict 

Covid restrictions.  So I was there about eight months.  

As soon as I got to MacDougall, that's when I filed.  

Because I was able to move around and I was able to go the 

library.  And I filed it as soon as I went to MacDougall 

when I requested my records and stuff from my attorney.  I 

requested everything from the courts.  And as soon as the 

stuff got to me, that's when I filed.

Q So is it fair to say that but for the Covid 

restrictions, you would have been able to file this on time?

A Yes, ma'am, I would have.

Q How many times did you talk to Mr. Screen?

A I talked to him a few times, maybe three or four times.

Q And what did you discuss during those meetings?

A Mainly, we discussed about me taking this plea.  We 

were saying that, okay, if I was to go and try this in trial 

right there, they're going to give me 25 years.  Mr. Screen 

informed me that I was not going to get a jury of my peers 

79



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jasper Jefferson - Direct by Ms. Marto
9

if I go to trial.  He said if I go, they're going to give me 

25 years.  You're going to get tried in Aiken County -- when 

you get tried in Aiken County, that's what's going to happen 

right there.  I don't want to see you get 25 years.  

Well, my argument was right there, he was focusing on 

my past and telling me that they're going to bring up my 

past and was focusing on the amount of drugs that they found 

in my car.  And I'm asking him, I said, Well, what about the 

stop?  Why can't we focus on the stop itself?  I'm saying 

that the stop was illegal in itself right there.  You know 

what I mean?  Why aren't you questioning the stop?  Why 

aren't you questioning the body cam that they don't have?  

Why aren't you questioning the blue light camera that they 

didn't have because the blue lights didn't come on when they 

pulled me over.  So they don't have the stop itself on film.  

So you mean to tell me that I am going to get convicted 

without them having the tape of them pulling me over?  

He told me that they could convict me without pulling 

me over -- I mean, without having a tape.  I said, I 

understand that they can, but will they?  Will the jury find 

me guilty beyond a reasonable doubt with them not having 

video of them pulling me over after he said that he found 

drugs in my car?  

Now, keep in mind, also, the video that they have, when 

the video does come on, the video -- he wrote the ticket at 
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1:27 p.m.  Now, I should have been allowed to go when he 

gave us a ticket.  I wasn't even driving the vehicle.  So 

when he wrote the ticket at 1:27, the camera of the car that 

does come on, it's about 3:00 or 3:30.  So I've been on the 

side of the road all this time right there.  

And the video that you're showing when the video does 

come on is of the officer putting something in my car.  

Okay, y'all have got a video of him putting something in the 

car, but there's no video of him taking anything out.  So I 

said how can I be found guilty beyond a reasonable doubt 

with this?  I said, You mean to tell me that I can't have 

one juror convinced of this?  Is that not reasonable doubt 

enough for not having -- for having to destroy the camera?  

Because I can't argue what I'm talking about without y'all 

having the video footage.  So how am I supposed to make this 

argument if there is no video footage?

Mr. Screen, also, informed me that, Mr. Jefferson, 

constitutionally, you are right.  He told me this.  I said, 

So you mean to tell me constitutionally, I'm right, but I'm 

not going to get a fair trial and that I'm going to be found 

guilty and the constitution is not going to work.  This is 

what he was telling me. 

Q So you wanted counsel to move to dismiss the charges 

based upon the lack of video evidence, correct?

A I wanted him -- the thing about it that I feel right 

81



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jasper Jefferson - Direct by Ms. Marto
11

there, I -- I feel like if he would have filed a motion to 

suppress the evidence to challenge my due process with them 

not having this right here, I feel like I wouldn't have been 

here today.

MS. MARTO:  Judge, if I may approach?

THE COURT:  Sure. 

BY MS. MARTO:

Q Can you identify this for me, please?

A Yes, ma'am.  This is a motion that I got, motion to 

dismiss or suppress the evidence from Mr. Screen.  But I did 

not receive this until after I requested my paperwork and 

told him that I was going to try and go fight my case and go 

back to court.  But I didn't understand why he would send me 

this after I've taken the plea.  Why didn't you fight?  This 

only proves that he didn't do everything that he could 

lawfully and ethically to try and help me to beat the case.  

Because if he would have, he would have filed this, I think.  

Q So you wanted counsel to file this, correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

MS. MARTO:  We've move to enter this into evidence as 

Applicant's Exhibit No. 1. 

MR. JONES:  Without objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  It's admitted.

(WHEREUPON, Applicant's Exhibit No. 1 was admitted into 

evidence.)
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BY MS. MARTO:

Q Now, do you feel like you and counsel had enough time 

to discuss trial strategies and defenses in this case?

A I feel like we didn't take advantage of the time that 

we had.  

Q Was there have been a defense at trial that the stop 

was unconstitutional in your opinion?

A Ma'am?  Could you repeat that, please?

Q The defense you would have gone with at trial would 

have been that the stop was unconstitutional; is that 

correct?

A Yes, ma'am, I do feel that the stop was 

unconstitutional.  The search was unconstitutional.  The 

chain of command in which he took control of the situation 

was unconstitutional.

Q Did you discuss all that with counsel?

A Yes, ma'am, I did discuss this with counsel.

Q Do you feel like counsel would have been prepared to 

use those defenses at trial?

A I felt like he -- I mean, I don't know what -- I felt 

like he could have used them definitely.  He definitely 

could have used them.  I feel like if it would have made it 

to trial, I feel like I would have been able to convince a 

jury just on the footage -- the missing footage alone by 

them saying it was their fault that they dismissed this 
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footage.  I mean, this is something that's going to help me 

because of what you all were saying.  So I feel like that 

would have helped me right there to convince a jury, at 

least, somebody on the jury that I'm not guilty.  

And I feel like if maybe this stuff would have been 

filed right here, I probably would have had a chance to have 

the evidence dismissed alone because -- maybe because of 

that footage alone right there being missing right there 

because of them saying what they did.  And how do we know 

that this is true what y'all are saying because there's no 

way that we can prove that?  

Q Did you want a preliminary hearing?

A Yes, I did want one, but I didn't get one.

Q How do you feel counsel was ineffective in that?

A By skipping it and not telling me.

Q Did you feel like it was your decision to plead or did 

you feel like you were being forced into it?

A I felt like I was being forced into taking a plea.  I 

would have never taken that plea if I knew everything about 

my due process that I know now.  There's no way I would have 

taken it.

Q Was Mr. Screen your second lawyer in this case?

A Yes, Mr. Screen was my second lawyer.  My first lawyer 

was Elmer Hatcher.  He had the case for six years right 

there and he had me convinced that he was going to have this 
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case taken care of.  He never did anything.  He never filed 

any paperwork at all.  He retired in the middle of the case, 

actually, and that's when he got Mr. Screen to help with the 

case.

Q Now, did Mr. Screen do anything that would intimidate 

you into pleading?

A No, he didn't do anything to intimidate me, but, I 

mean, he just was telling me that I wasn't going to get a 

fair trial and they were going to give me 25 years.  We 

never talked about making a plea.  He told me that he would 

go to trial, but they're going to give you 25 years.  He had 

me convinced that this is what's going to happen right here 

if you go to trial.  They're going to convict you.  And I 

just find it hard to believe without all this evidence.  

I was thinking in my mind it only takes one person.  

You mean to tell me you can't convince one?  I mean, why 

didn't we fight for this right here and file this paperwork 

right here with the judge before you convinced me to take a 

plea?  Why didn't you exhaust all of your resources to help 

me before you convinced me to take this plea?  You 

understand what I'm saying?  I feel like we had more things 

that we could have done before you coerced me and got me 

right here to get in my mind there's no way you can get out 

of this.  Let's throw a right jab.  Let's throw a left punch 

first right here.  Let's throw something.  We ain't throwed 

85



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jasper Jefferson - Direct by Ms. Marto
15

nothing at them.  We ain't throwed nothing at them.  All he 

did was convince me to take a plea.  

Q Not to veer too far off the railroad tracks, but you 

know that if you were take this case to trial and were to be 

remanded, every single juror would have to find you not 

guilty for you to be not guilty, otherwise, the jury would 

be hung and you've have to have a retrial, you understand 

that, right?

A I'd have to have a retrial?

Q Yeah.

A Okay.  

Q Okay.  So it's not just one juror.  It's every single 

one needs to find you not guilty, that's if we go back.  You 

understand that now?

A [Indiscernible].

Q Okay. 

A Okay. 

Q Now, did you think that you were pleading to a violent 

or nonviolent offense?

A I thought I was pleading to a nonviolent offense.

THE COURT:  Hang on one second.

THE COURT REPORTER:  Did he say no or now?

THE WITNESS:  Do what now?

THE COURT:  To he understands that now.  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, now, yes, ma'am.
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THE COURT REPORTER:  Okay.  

BY MS. MARTO:

Q Does that impact your decision to go forward with the 

PCR?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did you think you were pleading to a violent or 

nonviolent offense?

A I thought I was pleading to a nonviolent offense.  We 

discussed things on a Friday.  I was sentenced on a Monday.  

And Mr. Screen and Mr. Hatcher, we met earlier and he said, 

Well, what they're going to do is they're going to give you 

seven years nonviolent and you're going to plead to such and 

such.  We're going to plead to this right here and we're 

going to get you seven years nonviolent right there.  And I 

said, Okay, then I'm going to plead to the seven years 

nonviolent, which means I'll do, like, three years off of it 

or something a little less than that.  

When Monday came, it changed.  When I got the paperwork 

-- I never read the plea right there.  But when it was time 

for me to go up before the Judge, he said you need to sign 

this plea right here.  I said, Wait a minute, what's that?  

It's going to be 85 percent.  I said, Wait a minute, you 

told me that it was going to be nonviolent.  85 percent 

violent, that's all we can do, so we're going to have to 

have the 85 percent violent.  I'm like, But you told me 
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something different and now that I get here, it's 85 percent 

violent.  

It's like they were rushing me and I didn't have time 

to read it or look at it or anything.  I was at the point to 

where I felt like -- I mean, I'm getting ready -- you know, 

if you're getting ready to go and get into a fight with 

somebody and you've got somebody that's supposed to have 

your back, they don't have it, so you don't have anything to 

do but surrender.  So I'm feeling like man, I don't have a 

dog in the fight right now.  This is all I can do.  You know 

what I mean?  They doing this to me right here now, so I 

don't know what else to do.  I can't go up here and try to 

fight now.  I felt like my hands were tied then.  

Q So if you had been told that it was going to be a 

violent offense from the beginning, would you have pled?

A No, ma'am.

Q And are there any other issues that we haven't already 

talked about that you wish to raise today at your PCR 

hearing?

A I just feel like -- I mean, I just want the Court to 

know that I never would have took this plea until I've had 

-- until I felt like we have exhausted all of our resources 

to try to get this case dismissed right here with the 

evidence that they had right there, you know.  I feel like 

there was just a lot of stuff that could have been 
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challenged right there that wasn't challenged by my 

attorneys.  And I, at least, would have felt -- you know 

what I mean, I would have felt better right here about this 

situation if he would have fought a little bit more, you 

know what I mean, challenged this stuff right here because I 

feel like this stuff needs to be challenged if they don't 

have the video footage right here.  That's one of the main 

things that was in my file that I felt like needed to be 

challenged right there.  You got video of him putting 

something in my car, but you don't have anything of him 

taking it out.  That should have been the main thing 

challenged.  

MS. MARTO:  Nothing further.  

MR. JONES:  Nothing from the State, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  I'm going to let you step down then, 

Mr. Jefferson. 

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, ma'am.

MS. MARTO:  We call Jerry Screen.  

THE COURT:  Mr. Screen, come on up, sir. 

JERRY SCREEN,

after being duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE WITNESS:  My name is Jerry M. Screen, Sr.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. MARTO:   

Q Good afternoon, Mr. Screen.  You represented Mr. 
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Jefferson, right?

A I did.

Q When did you come in on the case?

A Well, his case had gotten kind of elderly by the time I 

got in.  He was represented by Mr. Hatcher.  And I came in, 

to put it bluntly, on a search and rescue mission.

Q Would you define what you mean by search and rescue 

mission?

A When I got in and talked to Mr. Hatcher, I realized he 

was representing a client that was in very deep waters, 

faced a lot of jeopardy.  So I wanted to see if there was 

any possibility of rescuing him from this situation.  A good 

criminal defense lawyer is like an NFL quarterback, he's 

always looking down field for six, but he'll take what he 

can get if he can't get it down the field.  So in other 

words, I wanted to save him, if possible, from that time 

that was facing him or, at least, do whatever I could to 

whittle away at the State's case and cut down on his time.  

Q So are you the one that got the negotiated seven-year 

offer?

A You better tell me that again because I'm not sure. 

Q Okay.  Do you know if it was you or Mr. Hatcher that 

got the seven-year offer that he, ultimately, pled to?

A Mr. Hatcher had been in this case long enough where he 

and the solicitor had irritated each other to some extent.  
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So they weren't making any -- weren't getting any traction.  

Now, he's under an order from the administrative judge to 

get moving this case.  It's on a list of cases that's got to 

be tried or disposed of.  So he doesn't have the luxury of 

years.  Look at when it came up, in '16.  Remember, Covid.  

So it sat on the docket for a good while.  

Q Did Mr. Jefferson request that you file an appeal in 

this case?

A I have no recollection of him requesting that.

Q Do you recall if he asked you to withdraw the plea the 

day he pled?

A I do not, ma'am.  If any question of appeal would have 

come up, as I look back at it, we got seven years in our 

pocket and we're facing mandatory time, that's like kicking 

a dog to wake him up to bite you. 

Q So you just wanted him to take the plea and run; is 

that fair to say?

A Take the seven.  

Q How many times did you meet with him, do you recall?

A A number of times, ma'am, a number of times.  I am a 

plain-spoken lawyer and I'm very firm.  And if I made any 

error, it was because I was zealous enough to try to save 

his life to try to get him back home to his kids and his 

wife in a reasonable time.

Q Did you tell him he would lose the trial if he took 
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this case to trial?

A I talked to him about a lot of things, ma'am.  He was 

-- and he may have had reason to be, but he was somewhat 

perturbed with one of the officers in this case.  That 

officer knew him and he knew the officer.  He didn't like 

him and I don't think that officer cared much about my 

client.  But he did not believe that officer was a 

straight-shooting fair guy and he -- that, perhaps, 

interfered with his ability to allow his reasoning to outrun 

his aggravation for the situation.

Q You ever tell him he wouldn't get a fair trial due to 

the officer?

A I talked to him about the demographics of trial, ma'am.  

I've tried enough cases here in Aiken County, including a 

death penalty.  I know what kind of jury you're going to 

draw.  I know about the educational level.  I know about 

whether they work in factories or whether they work in the 

system.  Because I know that, I can tell my client pretty 

much what kind of jury he's likely to face.  

Q So you were worried about the people from Aiken County 

and the way they might judge him; is that fair?

A I wasn't worried about it.  I was simply advising him 

of some factors surrounding a decision to go forward given 

all the circumstances we were aware of at that point.  

Q Did you ever tell him that the police might tell 
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falsehoods on the stand at times?

A The courtroom is fertile ground for lying.

Q And so there was the motion to suppress that you 

drafted in this case in preparation for trial, correct?

A Ma'am, I had the pleasure some years ago to use a group 

out of the University of Virginia Law School.  It's called 

the National Legal Research Group.  I have been successful 

in federal court and state court with their help and 

guidance with motions and memorandums, you name it.  

I had them prepare such a document on behalf of my 

client, which he paid for.  I did not file that motion.  I 

played poker kind of with the solicitor with it.  I met with 

her on, at least, three or four occasions and made her very 

aware that I had such -- was armed with such a motion.  And 

we talked about a number of cases that I believe captured 

the facts of this case.  Rodrigues vs. United States and 

Williams that came behind that, and the DC Court of Appeals 

had a case out there, then South Carolina Fourth Circuit 

came out with Junkins (ph).  

So I wanted to make her aware that this was an iffy 

situation even for her, that she didn't have all the cards, 

even though I knew she had the best hand in my opinion.  So 

that is the reason why he sits there now with seven years 

instead of 30.  

Q If you went to trial, would you have filed the motion?
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A I didn't have to file it.  I told him I wasn't going to 

file it.  I was going to use it to persuade the State to 

back off of us.  Once the motion was filed -- we had a 

circuit judge, a seasoned circuit judge then, William 

"Billy" Keesley, and I've tried a lot of cases in front of 

him.  If we file that motion and have a hearing, my words to 

him were if we win this motion, you're going home and having 

supper with the family.  If we lose it, excuse my language, 

you're on a bobsled to hell.

Q So you discussed trial strategy and defenses with Mr. 

Jefferson, right?

A Yeah, I talked to Mr. Hatcher and all.  But as we 

approached the hour of trial and they put seven years on the 

table, I firmly sit here today and tell you that I firmly 

recommended he take that deal.  And I have not changed one 

iota in these years.  

Q Do you recall if you told him it was a violent or a 

nonviolent offense?

A We talked about it, I'm sure.  Mr. Hatcher talked to 

him about it and I talked to him.  He had priors, so, 

basically, I remember telling him that the legislature in 

South Carolina had already systematically set up certain 

cases as violent.  And if you fall in that violent category, 

you got 85 percent.  If it's nonviolent, you probably drop 

back to 65.  I am convinced as I sit here that he had fully 
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been told about it and that when he stepped before Judge 

Keesley, I told Judge Keesley I recommend he take the deal, 

the plea.  And Judge Keesley queried him as carefully as you 

would want the Defendant to be queried.  He answered all the 

right questions.  He got the seven years.  End of story.  

Q You became involved in this case long after the 

preliminary hearing would have taken place, right?

A Was I involved at that point?

Q The preliminary hearing probably happened long before 

--

A That was well before I got in it.  

Q So that would have been Mr. Hatcher?

A That was Mr. Hatcher.

Q Is there a reason why you didn't pursue a motion to 

dismiss the charges like Mr. Jefferson requested or is that 

something you would have done at trial?

A That's not something that would have come up by the 

time I got in.  If they wanted to file a motion like that, 

they would have filed it.  Frankly, looking at it, a motion 

like that wasn't going anywhere fast.  

MS. MARTO:  One moment, Your Honor.

(Pause.)

MS. MARTO:  Nothing further.

THE COURT:  Anything from the State?

CROSS-EXAMINATION
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BY MR. JONES:

Q I think y'all went over most of the stuff I was going 

to ask, but just to clarify a couple of points.  Your 

recommendation to Mr. Jefferson was just that, a 

recommendation, correct?  You didn't command him or tell him 

--

A It was a firm recommendation based upon a lot of years 

of trial experience in the criminal courts of this county 

and this state.  So it was a hard recommendation.  It was 

not slow pitched, it was a fast ball. 

Q Nevertheless, he was the one who, ultimately, made the 

decision to --

A It was his call.  I'm going home no matter what.

Q Yes, sir.  Did you tell Mr. Jefferson he was 

constitutionally in the right, but that he would lose at 

trial because he wouldn't get a fair trial?

A No, sir.  I told him we were on the tip of the spear 

when it comes to the constitution.  That every time I dig up 

a case, it might lean one way.  The Fourth Circuit came 

along in 2021 and cleaned up Rodrigues and everything.  

His primarily complaint was about the stop, the traffic 

stop and things that happened after that.  And that was 

something that the court coined a phrase called de minimis, 

which means once you stop -- if you're an officer and you 

stop him for at traffic stop, you can keep him there no 
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longer than it takes to carry out the function or purpose 

for which you stopped him.  You cannot unduly delay the 

stop.  I found no evidence of that in this case.  

Q In fact, wasn't there evidence that the drug dog 

arrived pretty much immediately after --

A He was on scene.

Q On scene, all right.  Nevertheless, you were able to 

use that motion to sort of hold that over the solicitor to 

argue for a lower --

A Gave the solicitor plenty of credit.  They've seen me 

in this courtroom and the courtrooms in that old courthouse, 

death penalty and all.  A good boxer can fix it.  If you 

can't fight, you can't fix.

Q And just to clarify something I think Ms. Marto asked 

you about earlier, when you took over the case, was the 

seven-year offer -- had that already been made or did it 

come after you took over the case?

A Oh, no, that did not come for a while after I got in.

Q I thought that's what you said, but I wanted to make 

sure that was clear. 

A Yes. 

MR. JONES:  Thank you, Mr. Screen.  I think that's all 

I have for you.

THE COURT:  Any redirect?

MS. MARTO:  No redirect.  

97



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jerry Screen - Examination by the Court
27

THE COURT:  Mr. Screen, I've got just a couple of 

questions.  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, Your Honor.

EXAMINATION

BY THE COURT:

Q How long have you been practicing law?

A This year 50 years.

Q And you haven't retired yet, I know, because I saw you 

in my courtroom in Lexington, have you?

A That's correct.

Q Let me ask you something, because he had a trafficking, 

what he originally had.  Was that a mandatory 25 years?

A It was a mandatory 25.

Q 85 percent time, right?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And then you had it reduced to the lower level of 

trafficking that carried the seven to 30?

A Seven to 30.

Q Seven to 30.  Meaning that the Judge couldn't give him 

less than seven?

A That's right.

Q And that is what the offer was, was seven.  Normally, 

judges on a third offense being dropped down to a second 

tier don't even go to the low end.  I assume you've found 

that out in your experience in practicing law?
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A Absolutely.  

Q And then he was talking about this video, that nobody 

would convict him of it because there was no video.  Was 

there a video?

A Well, when they stopped him, they supposed to have a 

video.  Somehow during this period of Covid, that video was 

lost or erased unintentionally.  I explained to him about 

the video, that we have to demonstrate bad faith on the part 

of the police in erasing the video and that whatever was on 

it was exculpatory.  I'm convinced he knew it and I think he 

knows it now.  He's smart enough he knows.

Q So on your search and rescue mission, the best you 

could have done for him is the seven years.  That's what 

most criminal defense lawyers would call a really good deal?

A I thought it was till I got the notice to come here.  

THE COURT:  That's all I have, Mr. Screen.  Thank you.

MR. SCREEN:  Thank you, Judge.  It's wonderful to see 

you.  

THE COURT:  You, too.  Take care.  

I'm going to excuse Mr. Screen unless there's any 

objection. 

MS. MARTO:  No objection. 

MR. JONES:  No objection. 

The State has no witnesses, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  
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All right.  I'm going to take this matter under 

advisement.  I'll let y'all know.  

Thank you. 

100



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

30

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

COUNTY OF AIKEN )

I, PENNY M. JOHNSON, Official Court Reporter for the 

Second Judicial Circuit of the State of South Carolina, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate, and 

complete Transcript of Record of the proceedings had and the 

evidence introduced in the hearing of the captioned case, 

relative to appeal, in the Court of Common Pleas for Aiken 

County, South Carolina, on the 10th day of June, 2025.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel, 

nor interest to any party hereto.

October 20, 2025

_________________________________
Penny M. Johnson  
Official Court Reporter 

101



102





104















  

            

                

              

        

            

            

             

            

             

             

              

             

            

       

           
    

             
              

                 
               

                
                  
                

                

    
  

111



                 
        

                  
              

               
              

             
             

                
              

              
          

                
               

               
             

                   
                   
                  

                 
                 

 

               
                 

                 
              

                
               

                 
    

               
              

            
             

                  
              

  

          

     
  

112



     
              

            
            

           
             

              
            

             
            

               
           

           
             
   

             
            

           
          
              

              
              
          

           
           

         
     

              
           

               
              

            
             

              
          

           
              

              
               

             
                

           
            

    
    

    
  

113



              
            

          
          
           
           

           
            

              
                

             
            

            
                 

          
     

             
              
                 

    
                  

                 

     

    

                

            

        

   

           

                 

        

          

    
  

114



          

              

            

             

             

              
      

              

    

     

    

           

              

              

              

                

            

   

            

            

               

         

    
  

115



                 

               

                 

                 

           

              

                

   

             

             

              

                

                 

                

                  

     

               

                

               

               

               

       

    
  

116



       

             

             

               

                

                

            

  

                

                  

                   

                   

               

                 

               

               

                 

                 

                      

                 

    
  

117



  

                  

                

                

               

                

 

        

                 

            

              

             

               

                 

                 

             

            

     

       

                

    

    
  

118



              

                   

             

                

                

               

             

             

                

    

             

               

              

          

             

                  

             

             

                

                 

        

     

    
  

119



   

                  

               

             

              

  

 

            

                
                

                
       

             

                

  

 

             

             

              

            

             

        

               

              

    
  

120






