
From: Amy Kelly
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: mdc@barnwell-whaley.com; jnovak@barnwell-whaley.com; jstratta@barnwell-whaley.com; kjessee@barnwell-

whaley.com; jscott@barnwell-whaley.com; abaglivo@barnwell-whaley.com; Biff Sowell; Bess DuRant
Subject: Emergency Motion to Stay- Diana Janura v. Craig Bright, 2025-002577
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 4:50:41 PM
Attachments: Emergency Motion to Stay.pdf

Exhibit A- Court of Appeals Order filed March 23 2026.pdf
Exhibit B- Jessica Stratta March 24 2026 Letter to Charles Schwab.pdf
Proof of Service- Emergency Motion to Stay.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Attached for filing is an Emergency Motion to Stay in the above matter.  We will hand deliver
the $50 filing fee to the Court tomorrow.
 
Sincerely,
Amy A. Kelly
 
Amy A. Kelly
Director of Administration/Paralegal, SOWELL + DuRANT
 
1325 Park Street, Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29201
 
803.722.1100 | sowelldurant.com
 
NOTICE:  This e-mail is confidential and may contain information which is legally privileged or
otherwise exempt from disclosure.  If you receive this message in error, please delete this
message from your device.  Sowell & DuRant, LLC is a South Carolina limited liability
company.
 
 
From: Amy Kelly 
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 4:47 PM
To: mdc@barnwell-whaley.com; jnovak@barnwell-whaley.com; jstratta@barnwell-whaley.com;
kjessee@barnwell-whaley.com; jscott@barnwell-whaley.com; abaglivo@barnwell-whaley.com
Cc: Bess DuRant <bdurant@sowelldurant.com>; Biff Sowell <bsowell@sowelldurant.com>
Subject: Emergency Motion to Stay- Diana Janura v. Craig Bright, 2025-002577
 

Enclosed and served upon you by mail is the Emergency Motion to Stay in the above matter. 
Service is made via email pursuant to the Supreme Court Order 2021-08-25-02 as amended
May 6, 2022.
 
Thanks

mailto:akelly@sowelldurant.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
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mailto:jstratta@barnwell-whaley.com
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mailto:jscott@barnwell-whaley.com
mailto:abaglivo@barnwell-whaley.com
mailto:bsowell@sowelldurant.com
mailto:bdurant@sowelldurant.com
mailto:bdurant@sowelldurant.com



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


____________________ 


APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


The Honorable Jocelyn Newman, Circuit Court Judge 
 
 


 Case No. 2025-002577 


 
 
 
 


 
Diana Janura f/k/a Diana Bright……………………………………………………….Appellant, 


 
v. 


 
Craig Bright,………………………………………………………………………….Respondent. 


 
       


 
EMERGENCY MOTION TO STAY 
      


 


Diana Bright Janura hereby files an emergency motion to stay the effect of the Court’s 


remand to Judge Newman attached (Exhibit 1) because, and on the ground that without an 


emergency stay Ms. Bright will be effectively foreclosed from contesting Judge Newman’s prior 


order, dissolving the warrant of attachment previously entered by Judge Newman, and will likely 


forfeit a substantial right in this litigation. Ms. Janura seeks the stay as it relates to the warrant of 


attachment, such that the warrant of attachment shall remain in full force and effect until Judge 


Newman rules upon the Rule 59(e) motion remanded to her by this Court of Appeals. Otherwise, 


Ms. Janura is likely to lose her right to maintain the warrant of attachment pending a resolution of 


the Rule 59(e) motion and a subsequent appeal if the Rule 59(e) motion is denied. 
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This emergency motion is filed pursuant to Rule 240 of the South Carolina Appellate Court 


Rules and is supported by the attached letter of even date from Jessica W. Stratta to Charles 


Schwab (Exhibit 2) and the prior briefs filed by Ms. Janura in this Court to support her right to an 


appeal from the Circuit Court’s order dissolving the warrant of attachment. Without the requested 


stay, Ms. Janura will likely be materially prejudiced by her loss of the warrant of attachment.  


The All Writs Act authorizes federal courts to issue all writs necessary or appropriate in 


aid of their respective jurisdictions. While this is a state court motion, this Court should grant the 


instant motion to preserve its jurisdiction to effectively review the Circuit Court in the event it 


denies Ms. Janura’s Rule 59(e) motion. 


This motion should be granted to preserve the status quo and protect Ms. Janura’s rights 


under the warrant of attachment until the Circuit Court rules on the Rule 59(e) motion. 


 


 


 SOWELL & DuRANT, LLC 


 


By:      s/Thornwell F. Sowell, III 
 Thornwell F. Sowell III, SC Bar No. 5197 
 bsowell@sowelldurant.com 
 Bess J. DuRant, SC Bar No. 77920 
 bdurant@sowelldurant.com 
 1325 Park Street, Suite 100 
 Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
 (803) 722-1100 


 


Attorneys for Appellant Diana Janura 


 


Columbia, South Carolina 
March 24, 2026 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


____________________ 


APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 
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Diana Janura f/k/a Diana Bright……………………………………………………….Appellant, 
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Exhibit B 


EMERGENCY MOTION TO STAY 
 


Jessica Stratta Letter to Charles Schwab dated 
March 24, 2026 


  







 
 
 


JESSICA W. STRATTA 
SPECIAL COUNSEL 


JSTRATTA@BARNWELL-WHALEY.COM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


{01384752.DOCX.1 }


  


March 24, 2026 
59.063 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Charles Schwab 
Attn: Peter J. Morgan, III 
211 Main St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Peter.Morgan@schwab.com  
 


RE:  Janura f/k/a Bright v. Craig Bright 
 CA No. 2020-CP-07-01753 
 


Dear Mr. Morgan:  
 
 As you may recall, our firm represents Craig Bright in the above-captioned matter.  We are writing 
regarding the Order entered by the Honorable Jocelyn Newman on December 22, 2025, which dissolves the 
Warrant of Attachment. A copy of the Order is attached herewith for your reference. Also attached is the 
South Carolina Court of Appeals Order dismissing an appeal of the dissolution of the Warrant of Attachment. 
 


In light of the Court’s ruling, we request that all restrictions associated with the Warrant of Attachment 
be removed from Mr. Bright’s Charles Schwab accounts as soon as possible. Please confirm once the 
restrictions have been lifted or advise if any additional documentation is required to effectuate the release.  
Please contact me should you have any questions or concerns regarding the enclosed order. 


 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 


 
Respectfully, 


s/Jessica W. Stratta 
 
Jessica W. Stratta 


JWS/afb 
Enclosures 
 
CC:  Bess Jones DuRant, Esq. (via electronic mail) 
 Thornwell F. Sowell, III, Esq. (via electronic mail) 
 



mailto:JSTRATTA@BARNWELL-WHALEY.COM

mailto:Peter.Morgan@schwab.com





SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017)                                                                                                                    Page 1 of 2  
  


  


  


  


FORM 4  


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA        JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE  


COUNTY OF       


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS      CASE NO.        
 


 


      


  


      


PLAINTIFF(S)  DEFENDANT(S) 
 


 


DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 


 JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury.  The issues 


have been tried and a verdict rendered. 
 


 DECISION BY THE COURT.  This action came to trial or hearing before the court. 


The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.  
 


 ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON):  Rule 12(b), SCRCP;  Rule 41(a), 


SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);  Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); 


 Other       
 


 ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  Rule 40(j), SCRCP;  Bankruptcy; 


 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify 


      arbitration award;  


   Other       
 


  STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 


 


  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 


   Affirmed;   Reversed;   Remanded;   


 Other        
   


  NOTE:  ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR 


ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.  


IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:  See attached order (formal order to follow)  Statement of Judgment 


by the Court:  


 


ORDER INFORMATION 


This order  ends  does not end the case.                                                   See Page 2 for additional information.  


  


For Clerk of Court Office Use Only  
 


 


This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a 


copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on                         . 


 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL 


Diana Janura


12/22/2025


✔


2020CP0701753


Plaintiff's Motion to Strike Defendant's Answer and Counterclaims and Motion to Compel
(filed on 11/25/24) is DENIED.


Plaintiff's Motion for Reconsideration of Order Regarding Warrant of Attachment (filed on
10/28/24) and Second Motion for Reconsider Order Regarding Warrant of Attachment (filed
on 12/19/24) are GRANTED, and the warrant of attachment is hereby dissolved.


Craig BrightDiana Bright et al


Beaufort


✔


✔
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Court Reporter:       
 
E-Filing Note:  The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk's 


entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to 


parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.  
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Beaufort Common Pleas


Case Caption: Diana  Janura , plaintiff, et al VS Craig  Bright


Case Number: 2020CP0701753


Type: Order/Electronic Form 4


So Ordered


Jocelyn Newman


Electronically signed on 2025-12-22 10:50:23     page 3 of 3
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		Insert from: "Ex 2- Jessica Stratta Letter to Charles Schwab.pdf"

		2026.3.24 JWS to P. Morgan (Schwab)

		2025.12.22 Order Dissolving Warrant of Attachment

		Janura v. Bright - Order








 


 


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


____________________ 


APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


The Honorable Jocelyn Newman, Circuit Court Judge 
 
 


Case No. 2025-002577 


 
 
 


 
Diana Janura f/k/a Diana Bright……………………………………………………….Appellant, 


 
v. 


 
Craig Bright,………………………………………………………………………….Respondent. 


 
       


 
PROOF OF SERVICE 


      
 


 I certify that on March 24, 2026, I have caused the service of the Emergency Motion to 


Stay via electronic mail using the email address listed in the Attorney Information System for his 


attorneys of record at the addresses listed below: 


M. Dawes Cooke, Jr. (mdc@barnwell-whaley.com) 
Justin Novak (jnovak@barnwell-whaley.com) 
Jessica W. Stratta (jstratta@barnwell-whaley.com) 
BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & HELMS, LLC 


 


SOWELL & DuRANT, LLC 
 
s/Thornwell F. Sowell, III  
Thornwell F. Sowell, III (SC Bar No. 5197) 
Bess J. DuRant (SC Bar No. 77920)  
1325 Park Street, Suite 100 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
803-722-1100 
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bsowell@sowelldurant.com 
bdurant@sowelldurant.com 
 


Columbia, South Carolina   Attorneys for Appellant Diana Janura  
March 24, 2026 
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Amy Kelly


From: Amy Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 4:47 PM
To: mdc@barnwell-whaley.com; jnovak@barnwell-whaley.com; jstratta@barnwell-


whaley.com; kjessee@barnwell-whaley.com; jscott@barnwell-whaley.com; 
abaglivo@barnwell-whaley.com


Cc: Bess DuRant; Biff Sowell
Subject: Emergency Motion to Stay-  Diana Janura v. Craig Bright, 2025-002577
Attachments: Emergency Motion to Stay.pdf; Exhibit A- Court of Appeals Order filed March 23 


2026.pdf; Exhibit B- Jessica Stratta March 24 2026 Letter to Charles Schwab.pdf; Proof of 
Service- Emergency Motion to Stay.pdf


Enclosed and served upon you by mail is the Emergency Motion to Stay in the above matter.  Service is made via 
email pursuant to the Supreme Court Order 2021-08-25-02 as amended May 6, 2022. 
 
Thanks 
Amy A. Kelly 
 
Amy A. Kelly 
Director of Administration/Paralegal, SOWELL + DuRANT 
  
1325 Park Street, Suite 100 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
803.722.1100 | sowelldurant.com 
 
NOTICE:  This e-mail is confidential and may contain information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt 
from disclosure.  If you receive this message in error, please delete this message from your device.  Sowell & 
DuRant, LLC is a South Carolina limited liability company. 
 







Amy A. Kelly
 
Amy A. Kelly
Director of Administration/Paralegal, SOWELL + DuRANT
 
1325 Park Street, Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29201
 
803.722.1100 | sowelldurant.com
 
NOTICE:  This e-mail is confidential and may contain information which is legally privileged or
otherwise exempt from disclosure.  If you receive this message in error, please delete this
message from your device.  Sowell & DuRant, LLC is a South Carolina limited liability
company.
 
NOTICE: This e-mail is confidential and may contain information which is legally privileged
or otherwise exempt from disclosure. If you received this message in error, please delete this
message from your device. NOTICE: This e-mail is confidential and may contain information
which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. If you received this message
in error, please delete this message from your device.

mailto:bdurant@sowelldurant.com

