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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD

COUNTY OF JASPER CASE NO.:2022-CP-27-00306

** TRANSCRIPTION OF WEBEX HEARING **

October 30, 2025

BEFORE : The Honorable Carmen Tevis Mullen

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.

CAROLYN BRANTLEY,

Defendant.

APPEARANCES:

Thomas A. Shook, Esqg.
Appearing for the Plaintiff.

Carolyn Brantley
Appearing Pro Se.

Recorded by: Webex Courtroom

Transcriber: Natalie Dahl, RPR
SC Official Court Reporter
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NOTE: Pursuant to Rule 607 (H) (1) (B), SCACR "A
Court REPORTER SHALL RECEIVE THE FEE OF $1.00 PER
PAGE FOR FURNISHING A COPY OF A PREVIOUSLY PREPARED
TRANSCRIPT." All requests for a copy of the
enclosed transcript shall be sent to:
ndahl@sccourts.org

INDEX
Description Page
(NONE)
EXHIBITS
(NONE)
Transcript Legend
Dash (--) Indicates an interruption in speech
Ellipses (...) Indicates trailing off in speech
Phonetic (ph) Indicates a phonetic word
(Inaudible) Indicates word(s) are not
discernable due to audio recording
quality

(sic) Word(s) said but may be incorrect
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PROCEEUDTINGS

THE CLERK: We have Nationstar Mortgage
versus Carolyn Brantley, 2022-CP-27-00306. This is
Defendant's motion to set aside default.

THE COURT: Very good. I know I saw Ms.
Brantley on here earlier.

MS. BRANTLEY: I am.

THE COURT: There you are. Good morning, Ms.
Brantley. Do you have anyone here on behalf of
Nationstar?

MS. BRANTLEY: Supposed to be Finkel Law

Firm.

THE COURT: I'm sorry, what law firm, Ms.
Brantley?

MS. BRANTLEY: Finkel Law Firm.

THE COURT: Oh, Finkel Law Firm. Finkel Law
Firm. Which of these attorneys have you been

dealing with, or have you, Ms. Brantley, been
dealing with? Any specific attorney at the Finkel
Law Firm?

MS. BRANTLEY: Shook.

THE COURT: Shook. Okay, Thomas Shook.
Okay. All right. Let's do this -- unless anyone
is here on behalf of Mr. Shook -- Jamie, are you

on, from my office?
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MS. RHETT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Can you try to call Mr. Shook at
the Finkel Law Firm and see where he is, or if he
intends -- I do have a question in this case,
because I saw an order of reference to Jim Grimsley
in this matter.

MS. BRANTLEY: We -- this is the second time
that they haven't shown. We had a hearing back in
September, last month, and I sent them certificate
of mailings and e-mails to both of them.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. BRANTLEY: And --

THE COURT: When you say "to both of them,"
do you mean Mr. Shook and Mr. Grimsley?

MS. BRANTLEY: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: May I ask you, Ms. Brantley, who
entered the order of default in this case? Do you
know who signed it? Was it Mr. Grimsley or was it
a clerk of court?

MS. BRYANT: Grimsley. Mr. Grimsley, I
believe.

THE COURT: Okay. So let's see i1if we can get
Mr. Shook on, and I just need some clarification.
If you are fine with this, let's see where he 1is

at, and then we'll circle back. Are you fine, Ms.
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Brantley, Jjust staying with us for a few minutes?

MS. BRANTLEY: Sure.

THE COURT: Very good. All right. So we'll
circle back once we get someone from that office.

MS. BRANTLEY: Okay.

(A recess was taken.)

THE COURT: All right.

THE CLERK: So we are back on Nationstar
Mortgage versus Carolyn Brantley, 2022-CP-27-00306.
And this is Defendant's motion to set aside
default.

THE COURT: Mr. Shook, are you there, sir?

MR. SHOOK: I apologize for the informal
appearance. I kind of was caught a little bit
unaware. This is --

THE COURT: I will go ahead and tell you, Mr.
Shook, I just wanted to ask you very gquickly -- Ms.
Brantley is on here as well.

Ms. Brantley, you are still on, aren't you?

MS. BRANTLEY: Yes, I am.

THE COURT: Very good.

So, Mr. Shook, I went through the file, and I
saw this case was referred to Jim Grimsley. I was
asking Ms. Brantley who was the one that entered

the default motion. Was that Jim Grimsley as a
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special referee?

MR. SHOOK: That is correct. The case was
referred to him as a special referee by order of
reference filed March 23 of 2023.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. SHOOK: We -- there was -- there was a
final hearing, and a foreclosure order was entered.
I don't have that date in front of me.

THE COURT: Okay. Okay. Well, I've have a
couple of qguestions. So my question first is:

Does any potential motion to set aside default,
first, need to be in front of Jim Grimsley as a
special referee, and not me?

MR. SHOOK: I believe all the motions related
to this case would need to be heard by Mr. Grimsley
as a special referee. That order of reference was
very, very broad and included any post-judgment
hearings, any post-judgment motions.

THE COURT: To the court of appeals?

MR. SHOOK: To the court of appeals.

THE COURT: Okay. That's what I figured.
That is what is the standard reference motion.

So, Ms. Brantley, let me ask you this: I
can't take a position, and I don't know whether or

not your motion is timely, but have you made any
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formal filing in front of Jim Grimsley, because I
believe he's the appropriate person that has to
hear it?

MS. BRANTLEY: No, I have not. And I heard
Mr. Shook talk about a March 23rd reference, and
I've never received anything on that.

THE COURT: Well, it's in the court file.
I've actually seen it; that is how I knew that it
was even referred to Jim Grimsley.

MS. BRANTLEY: Okay.

THE COURT: So what I'm going to ask you to
do is this, Ms. Brantley. The appropriate person
to make this motion in front of is, first, Jim
Grimsley, as the special referee in this case.
And, then, if he denies the motion, for whatever
reason, then your next step would be to appeal it
to the court of appeals.

Typically, an order of reference -- and I'm
sure in this case that order of reference says, as
they 99.9 percent of the time say, that any appeal
goes directly to the court of appeals, and it
bypasses the circuit court. So I wouldn't even
have jurisdiction of it, is the problem. So that
is what I'm going to tell you to do first.

Until and unless the court of appeals sends
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it back to me or some other way, right now I just
don't even have jurisdiction of it. Okay?

MS. BRANTLEY: Okay.

THE COURT: So what I'm going to suggest you
to do, Ms. Brantley, I would go look at this
March 23Y9, 2023 order of reference that was
signed, and I would look at that, and then I would
go ahead and reach out to Jim Grimsley, who is a
special referee, and go ahead and ask that your
motion to set aside default be heard, and just see
what his ruling or his position is on that.

And, then, again, your next level would be --
if you don't get whatever satisfactory relief you
are seeking, you can certainly appeal it to the
court of appeals.

MS. BRANTLEY: Yes, Your Honor, I understand.
But I did give them notice about this motion to
Grimsley and Shook, but they never responded.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, they may have their
reasons for not responding, and I'm going to guess
it was because they believe that I don't have
jurisdiction even to hear it. I can only guess
that, but that is what my guess would be. So it is
just not them having notice of a hearing, it has to

be properly before Jim Grimsley as the special
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referee.

So I think you need to go ahead and reach out
and ask for a ruling from Mr. Grimsley, and then
from there you will have exhausted your remedies
through him, and then you could appropriately
appeal it to the court of appeals.

MS. BRANTLEY: Okay.

THE COURT: All right.

MS. BRANTLEY: All right. Thank you, ma'am.

THE COURT: I appreciate it. Thank you, Ms.
Brantley.

And thank you, Mr. Shook, for jumping on.

MR. SHOOK: You're quite welcome, Your Honor.
Thank you very much.

(Whereupon, the Webex concluded for this

case.)
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

Case Name: Nationstar Mortgage v. Carolyn
Brantley

Case No.: 2022-CP-27-00306

Date of Hearing: October 30, 2025
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I, Natalie Dahl, do hereby certify that the
foregoing transcript is a true and correct record
of the recorded proceedings; that said proceedings
were transcribed to the best of my ability from
the audio recording.

I do further certify that I am neither of

kin, counsel, nor have interest to any party

hereto.

Natatic Dakt, RIR

10






