From: Jeff Davis

To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: mdc@barnwell-whaley.com; jnovak@barnwell-whaley.com; dmackelcan@cskl.law; swilson@cskl.law;

jessica.kinard@columbiasc.gov; ben@coppagelawfirm.com; g.k.chambers@gmail.com;
geoffrey@cperlgroup.com; cwatson@robinsongray.com; Jeff Davis

Subject: RE: Appellate Case No 2024-002049
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 12:51:37 PM
Attachments: 2026-03-31 - Motion to Seal Medical Records v01.pdf

2026-03-31 - Proof of Service - Seal Medical Records v01.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

RE: Appellate Case No 2024-002049

> APPELLANT’S MOTION TO SEAL OR MAINTAIN UNDER SEAL
CONFIDENTIAL MEDICAL RECORDS AND PROTECTED HEALTH
INFORMATION IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL

Dear SC Court of Appeals - Clerk of Court (with cc to opposing counsel),
Please find the above referenced filing.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Best,

Jeff Davis
843-901-8036 (cell)

Jeff Davis, JD, MBA, CPA(GA)

Office: 2505 Wade Hampton Blvd. | Greenville, SC 29615
Home: 403 McCarter Avenue | Greenville, SC 29615
843-901-8036 (cell) | 866-501-7471 (fax) | jeff@apogeetax.com

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this E-mail message is attorney privileged and / or confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please contact the sender by reply E-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. Active and licensed attorney
and CPA in Georgia (not SC). Thank you.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice
contained in this communication (or in any attachment) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (1)
avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (2) promoting, marketing, or recommending to another party any transaction or
matter addressed in this communication or attachment.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM NEWBERRY COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Hon. Donald B. Hocker, Circuit Court Judge

C.A. No.: 2020-CP-36-00382 &
C.A. No.: 2020-CP-36-00384
Appellate Case No 2024-002049

Jefferson Davis, JT. ... Appellant,
V.
Chad Connelly, Dave Wilson, Steven Kirkland, Tom Persons, Neil Mellen, E3 Software, LLC,

Endurance International Holdings, Inc., John Doe #1, John Doe #2 & John Does 3-40
.................................................................................................... Respondents.

Jetferson Davis, Jr. ..o e Appellant,
V.

Chad Connelly, Tom Persons, Geoffery Chambers, Esq. & South Carolina Educational Credit for
Exceptional Needs Children Fund ... Respondents.

APPELLANT’S MOTION TO SEAL OR MAINTAIN UNDER SEAL
CONFIDENTIAL MEDICAL RECORDS AND PROTECTED HEALTH
INFORMATION IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL

NOW COMES Pro Se Appellant Jefferson Davis, Jr., and respectfully moves this
Honorable Court, pursuant to the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR), the Revised

Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other Sensitive Information, Rule 41.1,





SCRCP (applied by analogy), and the inherent authority of this Court, for an Order directing that

all confidential medical records and protected health information (PHI) designated in the Record

on Appeal be sealed or maintained under seal and withheld from public access.

I. RELIEF REQUESTED

Appellant requests that the Court:

1.

Seal (or maintain under seal as has been the case on remand — See EXHIBIT A -
ORDER filed January 24™, 2025 with the Court of Appeals, page 4, item #2) all
medical affidavits, physician letters, the sworn and the notarized Affidavit of
Appellant’s treating oncologist NAME REDACTED] (attached as Exhibit #01 to
Appellant’s February 19", 2026, Declaration), treatment / billing records, prognosis
summaries, intensive chemotherapy schedules, surgical reports, names of
physicians / medical centers and any other exhibits or portions of filings containing
detailed PHI concerning Appellant’s Stage IV sigmoid colon cancer, recurrences,

ongoing chemotherapy, surgeries, functional limitations, and prognosis.

Direct the Clerk to file these materials separately in a sealed envelope or electronic
container clearly marked “CONFIDENTIAL - SEALED MEDICAL
RECORDS — NOT FOR PUBLIC ACCESS,” accessible only to the Court, the

parties, and authorized appellate personnel.

. Permit the public version of the Record on Appeal, briefs, and any index to contain

only redacted summaries or placeholders (e.g., “Sealed Medical Exhibit”) so that

the legal issues remain fully reviewable without disclosure of sensitive PHI.

4. Grant such other relief as the Court deems just and proper.





II. STATEMENT OF FACTS AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY

This appeal challenges the circuit court’s November 25%, 2024, Order of Civil Contempt.
On remand from this Court’s December 20", 2024, Order, the circuit court required Appellant to
submit extensive medical documentation to support his sworn testimony regarding inability to
comply with the underlying payment order. Appellant complied fully, filing voluminous protected
medical records, affidavits from treating physicians, and the specific oncologist affidavit

referenced above.

The circuit court treated these materials as protected during the supersedeas proceedings
(see Orders dated May 29'", 2025; January 28", 2026; February 25", 2026; and March 27, 2026).
Appellant now designates these same materials in his Designation of Matter to Be Included in the
Record on Appeal filed contemporaneously herewith. Without an order from this Court, the
medical exhibits risk becoming publicly accessible through the appellate docket and Record on

Appeal.

ITII. LEGAL GROUNDS FOR SEALING

South Carolina law strongly favors public access to court records but recognizes that highly
sensitive medical information warrants protection when disclosure would cause irreparable harm
and is not essential to the public’s understanding of the legal issues. See Rule 41.1, SCRCP

(guidelines for sealing, including a balancing of interests); Ex parte The Island Packet, 308 S.C.

198, 417 S.E.2d 575 (1992) (setting forth a balancing test for restricting public access to court
proceedings/records); Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other

Sensitive Information.





The compelling reasons for sealing are:

1.

The designated materials contain protected health information (PHI) that, if
released, would cause severe and irreparable invasion of Appellant’s medical

privacy.

Public disclosure would endanger Appellant’s ongoing treatment and personal
safety, particularly given the nature of his Stage IV cancer and the stress already

caused by this litigation.

The medical details are not necessary for resolution of the appeal. The central legal
issues concern the requirements for civil contempt and Appellant’s inability to
comply. The sealed exhibits establish that fact; the public record need only reflect

that the trial court accepted the evidence.

Less restrictive alternatives (e.g., line-by-line redaction) are insufficient because
even partial disclosure would reveal the diagnosis, treatment regimen, and

prognosis.

. The trial court already protected these records on remand. This Court should

maintain that protection to avoid inconsistent treatment.

IV. REQUEST TO WAIVE FILING FEE

Pursuant to Rule 240(d), SCACR, which permits the appellate court to relieve a party from

paying the filing fee “in extraordinary cases,” Appellant respectfully requests that the $50 filing

fee for this Motion be waived. This case qualifies as extraordinary: Appellant is a pro se litigant





suffering from Stage IV sigmoid colon cancer with multiple recurrences, intensive chemotherapy,
and related complications and financial strains. The circuit court has already acknowledged
Appellant’s medical condition and its impact on his ability to participate in these proceedings and
to comply with prior orders. Requiring payment of the fee under these circumstances would impose
an undue hardship and undermine the very medical and financial incapacity at the heart of this

appeal.

Appellant has previously submitted extensive sworn medical and financial evidence to both

the circuit court and this Court in support of his condition and financial incapacity.
V. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, Appellant respectfully requests that the Court grant this Motion
to Seal or Maintain Under Seal and waive the associated filing fee so that his confidential medical
records remain protected while preserving the integrity and completeness of the appellate record

for judicial review.

Respectfully submitted,

TN

Jefferson Davis, Jr., Appellant

403 McCarter Avenue,

Greenville, SC 29615

843-901-8036 (cell) | jefflwapogeetax.com

Date: March 31%, 2026





EXHIBIT A

B d h b o (Page #5, Item #2 of Trial Court Order filed
ased upon the above, it is on 1/24/2025 with the SC Court of Appeals)

HEREBY ORDERED:

1. That within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order, the Plaintiff shall
provide to this Court and Attorneys Novak and Chambers all necessary medical
records and information to support his claims.

2. That due to the personal and confidential nature of these medical
records, the attorneys for the Defendants are to use these records and
information that the Plaintiff provides in this case only. The attorneys have the
right to discuss with their clients the general nature of the documents without
allowing the Defendants to view the same. Everyone on the Defendants’ side are
enjoined and restrained from disclosing these records and information contained
therein to anyone outside of this case in any manner whatsoever. Furthermore,
the attorneys for the Defendants and the Defendants shall make no contact with
any of the Plaintiff’s medical providers and medical insurance companies as the
Plaintiff has expressed concern that they would.

3. That the issue of discovery as to any other matters requested by the

Defendants is held in abeyance at this time.

il
5. S

| —
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that 1 have served APPELLANT’S MOTION TO SEAL OR MAINTAIN
UNDER SEAL CONFIDENTIAL MEDICAL RECORDS AND PROTECTED HEALTH
INFORMATION IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL on the below named parties via First Class
Mail or email on March 31°, 2026.
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[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.]

M. Dawes Cooke, Jr., Esq. & Justin Paul Novak, Esq.
Barnwell Whaley

P.O. Drawer H, Charleston SC 29402
mdc@barnwell-whaley.com
Jjnovak@barnwell-whaley.com

(843) 577-7700

Connelly, Wilson, Persons & Mellen

Douglas Walker MacKelcan, III, Esq. & Skyler C. Wilson, Esq.
Carlock, Copeland & Stair, LLP

40 Calhoun St., Ste. 400, Charleston SC 29401
dmackelcan@cskl.law

swilson@cskl.law

Stephen D. Kirkland, CPA, CMA

Jessica E. Kinard, Esq.

Law Offices of Jessica E. Kinard

PO Box 667

Columbia, SC 29202

Jjessica.kinard@columbiasc.gov

John Doe #1 / Anonymous (JeffDavisFIRST.com website)

Benjamin T Coppage, Esq.
Coppage Law Firm, LLC
1010 Carteret St.

Beaufort SC 29902
ben@coppagelawfirm.com
(843) 379-9601

John Doe #2

Geoffrey Chambers, Esq.

CPER Law Group, LL

411 Walnut Street #10646

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

g.k.chambers@gmail.com

geoffrey@cperlgroup.com

(864) 508-0899

Non-Party - Educational Credit For Exceptional Needs
Children Fund (ECENC Fund, aka Exceptional SC)

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.]

Page 2 of 3





Calhoun J. Watson, Esq.
Robinson Gray

PO Box 11449

Columbia, SC 29211
cwatson@robinsongray.com
E3 Software

Susie Jean Lloyd, Esq. &
Harper S Seldin, Esq.

Cozen O'Connor

301 S. College St., Suite 3400
Charlotte NC 28202
Endurance International

TN

Jefferson Davis, Jr.
403 McCarter Avenue
Greenville, SC 29615
843-901-8036 (cell)

Jeff@apogeetax.com
APPELLANT
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