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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )      IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE )    FOR THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

) 

Antwon Marcees Rogers, #327699, ) Case No.:  2020-CP-23-1368 

) 

Applicant, ) RETURN AND MOTION FOR A 

) MORE DEFINITE STATEMENT 

v. ) 

) 

State of South Carolina, ) 

) 

Respondent. ) 

____________________________________) 

The State (Respondent), making its return to the application for post-conviction relief filed 

by Antwon Marcees Rogers (Applicant) on March 3, 2020, would respectfully show this Court: 

I. Procedural History

Applicant is presently incarcerated according to an order of commitment of the Greenville 

County Clerk of Court. During its November of 2015 term, the Greenville County Grand Jury 

indicted Applicant for kidnapping (2015-GS-23-9874), first-degree criminal sexual conduct 

(2015-GS-23-9880), reckless driving (2015-GS-23-9882), failure to stop for a blue light, first 

offense (2015-GS-23-9876), two counts of the possession of a weapon during the commission of 

a violent crime (2015-GS-23-9877; -9874), criminal conspiracy (2015-GS-23-9878), grand 

larceny (2015-GS-23-9879), and driving as a habitual traffic offender (2015-GS-23-9875). 

Applicant was represented by Assistant Public Defender Teal Johnson of the Thirteenth Circuit 

Public Defender’s Office. Assistant Solicitor William Douglas Richardson, Jr., of the Thirteenth 

Circuit Solicitor’s Office prosecuted the case. On June 4, 2019, Applicant appeared before the 

Honorable Edward W. Miller and pleaded guilty to kidnapping (2015-GS-23-9874) and first-

degree criminal sexual conduct (2015-GS-23-9880), and was sentenced to concurrent sentences of 
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imprisonment for thirty years.1 

In accordance with the plea agreement between Applicant and the State, the State dismissed 

pending charges in Greenville County for two counts of indecent exposure (2018A2330206706; 

2016A2330202186); the State dismissed the indictments in Greenville County for reckless driving 

and failure to stop for a blue light, first offense, grand larceny, driving as a habitual traffic offender, 

criminal conspiracy, and the two counts of possession of a weapon during the commission of a 

violent crime; and the State dismissed pending charges in Pickens County for two counts of 

kidnapping (2016-GS-39-242; -91), first-degree criminal sexual conduct (2016-GS-39-95), armed 

robbery (2016-GS-39-241), grand larceny (2016-GS-39-90), the possession of a weapon during 

the commission of a violent crime (2016-GS-39-92), and the possession of a firearm by a felon 

(2016-GS-39-94). 

Applicant did not appeal his convictions or sentences. 

II. Current Application 

Applicant does not plead any claims in his application, and the undersigned moves later 

herein for a more definite statement. Applicant prays that the PCR court would vacate his sentence. 

Attached to this return and incorporated by reference are the records of the Greenville County 

Clerk of Court regarding the subject convictions, the records of the Greenville County Clerk of 

Court and the Pickens County Clerk of Court regarding the charges dismissed by the State in 

                                                 

1 On the same day and during the same proceeding, according to the transcript from Applicant’s 

plea hearing, Applicant pleaded guilty to armed robbery (2016-GS-39-93) and first-degree 

criminal sexual conduct (2016-GS-39-240). These two convictions were for cases in Pickens 

County and are not specifically mentioned anywhere in Applicant’s application. Therefore, the 

undersigned will not address them specifically herein, but notes Applicant is required to file an 

application for post-conviction relief with the Pickens County Clerk of Court if he desires to seek 

relief regarding those convictions, in accordance with the requirement of South Carolina Code 

Section 17-27-40 that a post-conviction relief proceeding is commenced when the application is 

filed “by the applicant with the clerk of court in which the conviction took place.” 
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accordance with Applicant’s plea agreement, the transcript from Applicant’s plea hearing, and the 

application for post-conviction relief. Respondent reserves the right to amend this return upon 

receipt of any relevant materials. 

III. Motion for a More Definite Statement 

Respondent moves for a more definite statement as to Applicant’s allegations. Applicant 

does not present any claims or present any facts that would support an application for post-

conviction relief. As such, Respondent cannot respond substantively and lacks notice of any basis 

for which Applicant believes he is entitled to post-conviction relief.  

The Uniform Post-Conviction Procedure Act requires that an applicant must “specifically 

set forth the grounds upon which the application is based.” Section 17-27-50 of the Code of Laws 

of South Carolina (1976). In an application for post-conviction relief, it is incumbent upon an 

applicant to make at least a prima facie showing which would entitle him to relief before an 

evidentiary hearing will be scheduled and held. Welch v. MacDougall, 246 S.C. 258, 143 S.E.2d 

455 (1965); Blandshaw v. State, 245 S.C. 385, 140 S.E.2d 784 (1965). The Supreme Court of 

South Carolina has provided that: 

[M]ere allegations of incompetency or ineffectiveness of counsel will not ordinarily 

suffice as grounds for a new trial under the Post-Conviction Procedure Act. The 

bare assertion by the appellant that he was deprived of counsel is insufficient. 

Coardes v. State, 262 S.C. 493, 497, 206 S.E.2d 264, 265 (1974). Furthermore, Rule 8(a), SCRCP, 

requires all civil pleadings include “a short and plain statement of the facts showing that the pleader 

is entitled to relief.” 

Respondent moves pursuant to Rule 12(e), SCRCP, to require Applicant to provide a more 

definite statement of his claims and supporting factual allegations. Respondent moves to require 

Applicant to file an amended application within forty-five days of the service of this return upon 

Applicant. If Applicant fails to file a timely and responsive amended application setting forth 
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specific allegations for relief within that time frame, Respondent will move for the summary 

dismissal of the application with prejudice. 

IV. Denial of All Other Allegations 

Each and every allegation contained within the application not expressly admitted, 

qualified, or explained in this return is hereby denied. 

V. Future Amendments and the Discovery Process

Applicant must specify any claims he intends to raise at the post-conviction relief 

evidentiary hearing. All claims should be made well in advance of the evidentiary hearing. Because 

Applicant has been appointed counsel, that attorney and not the Applicant is the only individual 

authorized to file amendments to this application for post-conviction relief. See Rule 11, SCRCP. 

Pro se filings will not be considered at the evidentiary hearing. Respondent reserves the right to 

request that any amendments withheld until the last minute be stricken because of undue prejudice 

to Respondent pursuant to Love v. State, Op. No. 27921 (S.C. Sup. Ct. filed October 2, 2019) 

(Shearhouse Adv. Sh. No. 39 at 14), or, alternatively, Respondent will move for a continuance in 

the matter. See Love, at 24 (Kittredge, J., dissent) (“If, however, the proposed 

amendment . . . would truly prejudice the State, the better course of action would be to continue 

the matter and thus remove any possibility of prejudice resulting from the belated amendments.”). 

VI. Conclusion 

WHEREFORE, Respondent requests that the Court require Applicant to provide a more 

definite statement within forty-five days of the service of this return upon him so that Respondent   
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may have notice of any claims Applicant is raising. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

ALAN WILSON 

Attorney General 

W. JEFFREY YOUNG 

Chief Deputy Attorney General 

 

MEGAN HARRIGAN JAMESON 

Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

 

TAYLOR SMITH 

Assistant Attorney General 

 

 

By: s/Taylor Zane Smith 

ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT 

 

Office of the Attorney General 

Post Office Box 11549 

Columbia, SC 29211 

Telephone: (803) 734-3737 

 

May 21, 2020 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  )          IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE  )    FOR THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

      ) 

Antwon Marcees Rogers, #327699,  ) Case No.:  2020-CP-23-1368 

       ) 

   Applicant,  ) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

      ) 

  v.    ) 

      ) 

State of South Carolina,   ) 

      ) 

   Respondent.  ) 

____________________________________) 

 

1. Undersigned is counsel of record for the Respondent in the above-captioned action. 

 

2. Pursuant to the South Carolina Supreme Court’s Order “RE: Operation of the Trial Courts 

During the Coronavirus Emergency” (Appellate Case No. 2020-000447), dated April 3, 

2020), “a lawyer admitted to practice law in this state may serve a document on another 

lawyer admitted to practice law in this state using the lawyer’s primary email address listed 

in the Attorney Information System (AIS).” 

 

3. Undersigned has served a copy of the Return and Motion for a More Definite Statement 

in the above-captioned matter on opposing counsel by emailing a copy to the email address 

as listed in the AIS: 

 

    Sarah Morrison Henry, Esquire 

    sarah@sarahmhenrylaw.com 

 

DATED this 21st day of May, 2020. 

 

 

 

      s/Taylor Zane Smith 

      ATTORNEY NAME 

      Assistant Attorney General 

      S.C. Bar No.: 103282 

 

      Office of the Attorney General 

      Post Office Box 11549 

      Columbia, SC 29211 

(803) 734-3737 

TSmith@scag.gov 
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