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Good Afternoon,
Attached for filing is the Respondent's Motion for Extension (and Proof of Service) in the
above matter. Attorney Brooks has also sent by mail, the required fee for this Motion to the
Courts.

Thank you,
Judy

Judith Leigh McCool
Paralegal to Charles T Brooks III
309 Broad Street
Post Office Box 3512
Sumter, South Carolina 29150
803-418-5708
803-934-9618 FAX

Sent from Mail for Windows

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
 
CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION: The information contained in this message may
contain legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or duplication of this transmission
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us by
telephone or email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and
electronic copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to
constitute an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated.
Intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate
federal or state law.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


________________________________ 


APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY 


Honorable Michael M. Jordan, Master In Equity 


_________________________________ 


Appellant Case No: 2025-002220 


_________________________________   


 


Celestine Parker and Loretta Black………………………………………..Appellants 


      -vs-    


John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants, Insane Persons and Incompetents, 


Being Fictitious Names, Designating as a Class Any Unknown Person or Persons, Whose 


Tur Names are Unknown, Who May be an Heir, Distributee, Devisee, Legatee, Wido, 


Widower, Issue, Personal Representative, Executor, Administrator, Successor, Creditor, 


Assign and/or alienee of Phillis Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson, 


Lynn Neely, Matthew Peterson, Carolyn Dupree, Gary Dupree, Greogry Dupree, Edith 


Davis, May Thelma McGee, Rodney Pitts, Denise Pitts, Sheryl  James, Marie Gilespie, 


Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, Connie Canty, Alexander Canty, Clarence 


Canty, Jr., Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi Brogdon, Obar 


Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, Harold Brogdon, Jr., Janice Brogdon, Lillie 


Mae Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, Herbert Canty, Randolph Gaymon, 


Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine Gaymon, Aaliyaa Hasan, Taheedah Griffin, Eugene 


Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, Donna Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, 


Dana White, Damon White, Danielle White, Also Any and All Other Persons or Legal 


Entities, Known and Unknown, having or claiming and Right, Title, Estate, Interest in or 


Lien upon the Real Property Described in the Complaint………………..Respondents 


 


Of Whom Valarie McCray is the Respondent 


_____________________________________________________  


MOTION TO REQUEST EXTENSION TO FILE RESPONDENT’S INITIAL BRIEF AND 


DESIGNATION OF MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED ON RECORD ON APPEAL 


______________________________________________________ 


 


     The above-named Respondent, by and through her undersigned counsel, does hereby respectfully 


moves this Court to hereby request a 30-day extension of time to file the Respondent’s Initial Brief and 


Designation of Matters to be Included in the Record on Appeal.  This request is made as a result that the 


Respondent’s Counsel just experienced the death of his spouse and law office partner, after a serious illness 


and is presently experiencing a significant case-load including pending cases of his late colleague and 


spouse, he is scheduled to appear in several upcoming trials, all of which require or required Counsel’s 


immediate attention and the additional time will give Counsel the ability to appropriately prepare the 


required documentation. An extension in this matter will not prejudice the Appellant in this matter. 







   For the reason set forth herein, counsel for the Respondent submits that good cause has been shown 


why the time limits prescribed by the Rules should be changed and the Respondent be given an additional 


thirty (30) day period with which to file her Initial Brief and Designation of Matters to be Included in 


Record on Appeal, in this matter.  


 


       /s/Charles T Brooks, III 


       CHARLES T. BROOKS, III 


       Attorney for the Respondent 


       309 Broad Street 


       Sumter, South Carolina 29150 


       (803) 418-5708 


Sumter, South Carolina    (803) 934-9618 


April 14, 2026 








Irma Ruth Brooks
Passed 03/29/2026


Columbia, SC


Irma Ruth Brooks, beloved wife, mother, daughter,
attorney, educator, tennis enthusiast, and woman of
unwavering faith, passed away on March 29, 2026
at the age of 57, following a courageous and faith-
filled battle with cancer. Fittingly, she was called


home on Palm Sunday—a day symbolizing victory,
promise, and peace.


Family Visitation will be held 3PM til 6PM Friday,
April 3, 2026 at Hayes F. Samuels, Sr. Memorial







Chapel, 114 N. Church St., Manning, SC.


Memorial services will be held 1PM Saturday,
April 4, 2026 at Manning High School


Gymnasium, 2155 Paxville Hwy., Manning, SC.


Born on October 12, 1968, Irma was the second
eldest daughter of Ruth Thelma Williams Ratchford
and John Lucious Ratchford, Jr. and the cherished
granddaughter of Lena Esther King Williams and


Henry Williams. She was raised in Clarendon
County, South Carolina where she received her


early education and graduated from Manning High
School, Class of 1986. From an early age, there was


a quiet strength about Irma—a sense that her life
was destined to reach beyond boundaries. That
calling shaped her into a leader within both her


family and community.


A true trailblazer, Irma became the first in her
immediate family to graduate from college. With
courage and determination, she pursued higher


education at the University of South Carolina,
earning a degree in Journalism before continuing


on to law school. In 1995, she began a legal career
that would span more than three decades.


Irma was a force in every space she entered. As a
prosecutor, mediator, guardian ad litem, and







advocate for justice—especially for children—she
carried herself with integrity, excellence, and
purpose. Her presence in the courtroom was


commanding, yet her approach remained deeply
rooted in compassion and respect for others. She
understood that behind every case was a human


story, and she never lost sight of that truth.
Throughout her career, she built lasting connections
across legal, educational, church, and community


spaces, leaving an indelible mark on all who
encountered her.


Her passion for learning and service extended
beyond the courtroom. Irma later earned a Master’s
degree in Elementary Education from the University


of Phoenix, reflecting her deep love for children
and commitment to shaping future generations.
Whether homeschooling her children or leading


educational initiatives, she poured into others with
intention, joy, and an unshakable belief that


anything was possible through faith.


Irma was married to Charles Thomas Brooks, III, and
together they built a life grounded in love, faith,


and family. She was a proud and devoted mother to
four children: Lena Elizabeth Pringle, Charles


“Chase” Thomas Brooks, IV, Julia Victoria Brooks,
and Jada Kathleen Brooks. Of all her


accomplishments, motherhood was her most







cherished calling. To her children, she was their
protector, their greatest supporter, and their living
example of strength, grace, and unconditional love.


Irma lived life with beauty, intention, and joy. She
expressed love through gathering, thoughtful


gestures, and meaningful connection, creating
spaces filled with warmth, laughter, and belonging.


She found peace in nature, horseback riding,
tending to plants, flowers, and the quiet beauty of
the outdoors, and she carried a deep appreciation


for style, elegance, and the essence of a true
Southern woman.


She also embraced her passions wholeheartedly.
Irma had a deep love for tennis—not only as a


player, but as a mentor and advocate. She became
a certified USTA official and dedicated herself to


growing the game, particularly by offering free and
reduced lessons to children from underserved


communities. She was an active member of several
tennis clubs and traveled to major tournaments,


including the U.S. Open, Indian Wells and
Cincinnati Open.


She was also known as an exceptional doubles
partner—someone who uplifted those around her


with both her knowledge of the game and her
genuine encouragement. She had a unique ability







to lift the spirits of her partners, even in difficult
moments, and everyone who shared the court with


her valued not just her skill, but her heart.


Above all, Irma was a woman of steadfast and
unshakable faith. She often reminded others that
“revelation is golden,” encouraging them to seek


God deeply and trust fully in His plan. Her life was
a testament to that belief. Even in her most difficult


moments, her faith never wavered.


In her final chapter, Irma demonstrated
extraordinary strength and resilience, enduring


nearly two years of treatment with courage, grace,
and unwavering belief. Though given limited time
more than once, she continued to fight, love, and


stand in faith. Her life became a living testimony of
perseverance and the power of trusting God


through every season.


As written in Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd; I
shall not want…”—these were not just words to
Irma, but the foundation upon which she lived.


She leaves behind a legacy that cannot be
measured—one of faith, perseverance, love, and


impact. In addition to her husband and four
children, she is survived by her siblings; Sandra V.


Ratchford Woods (Pastor David Jr), John L.







Ratchford, III and Dr. Shawanda Ratchford Matthews
(Michael Singleton, Sr), aunts; Willie Mae Williams,


Dorothy Williams, Inez McMillan (Gus), a host of
nieces and nephews and a large and loving
extended family, dear friends across many


communities, and her beloved pets, Peaches and
Ace.


Irma Ruth Brooks lived a life of purpose and poured
into others without hesitation. She was a light, a


force, and a vessel of love.


Though her absence is deeply felt, her legacy will
continue to speak for generations to come.


“Well done, thy good and faithful servant.”


In lieu of flowers, the Brooks Family asks that you
donate to “The Irma Brooks Foundation” which will
fund equine therapy, tennis scholarships to support
young people, publish her children’s books series


she started, and support ongoing advocacy efforts.
You can also donate to causes that are near and


dear to Irma’s heart including: The Kidney
Foundation, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,


and Literacy Council.








THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


 


________________________________ 


          


APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY 


Circuit Court 


The Honorable Michael Jordan, Master In Equity 


_________________________________ 


Case No:  2025-002220 


_________________________________  


 


Celestine Parker and Loretta Black………………………………..Appellants 


      -vs-    


John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants, Insane Persons and 


Incompetents, Being Fictitious Names, Designating as a Class Any Unknown 


Person or Persons, Whose Tur Names are Unknown, Who May be an Heir, 


Distributee, Devisee, Legatee, Wido, Widower, Issue, Personal Representative, 


Executor, Administrator, Successor, Creditor, Assign and/or alienee of Phillis 


Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson, Lynn Neely, Matthew 


Peterson, Carolyn Dupree, Gary Dupree, Greogry Dupree, Edith Davis, May 


Thelma McGee, Rodney Pitts, Denise Pitts, Sheryl  James, Marie Gilespie, 


Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, Connie Canty, Alexander Canty, 


Clarence Canty, Jr., Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi 


Brogdon, Obar Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, Harold Brogdon, 


Jr., Janice Brogdon, Lillie Mae Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, 


Herbert Canty, Randolph Gaymon, Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine Gaymon, 


Aaliyaa Hasan, Taheedah Griffin, Eugene Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, Donna 


Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, Dana White, Damon White, 


Danielle White, Also Any and All Other Persons or Legal Entities, Known and 


Unknown, having or claiming and Right, Title, Estate, Interest in or Lien upon 


the Real Property Described in the Complaint………………..Respondents 


 


Of Whom Valarie McCray is the Respondent 


________________________________________  


 


PROOF OF SERVICE 


 


I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that on this April 14, 2026, I served the foregoing  Motion 


for Extension to File Respondent’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matters to be Included in the 


Record On Appeal, as well as Proof of Service in this matter by depositing a true copy of it in the 


United States Mail, postage prepaid, on April 14, 2026, addressed to the Appellants, Celestine Parker at 


416 Meadowbury Drive, Columbia, South Carolina 29203, and Appellant Loretta Black at 60 Highland 


Avenue, Sumter, South Carolina 29150.  


 


 


Dated: April 14, 2026     /s/Charles T. Brooks, III 


Charles T. Brooks, III 


Attorney for the Respondent 


309 Broad Street 


Sumter, South Carolina 29150 


(803) 418-5708 






