
From: Jonathan Lewis
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Linda Lewis; 90ea0cc1f+matter1725503026@maildrop.clio.com; Julie K. Keeney; Mullen, Carmen T. Law Clerk

(Kathryn Sistare); Mullen, Carmen T. Secretary (Jamie Rhett); Carter, Wanda; White, Della
Subject: The State v. Xavier Badger, Indict. No. 2024-GS-03-0177 - 0178 / Notice of Appeal
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2026 2:21:56 PM
Attachments: BADGER Issues on Appeal.pdf

BADGER GS Notice of Appeal.pdf
Cert. of Service.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Madame Clerk,

Please see the attached Notice of Appeal, Initial Issue/s on Appeal, and Cert. of Service to be filed with the
Court.

I thank you in advance and I am,

Very Respectfully Yours,

JL

Jonathan E.B. Lewis, Esq.
Partner and Principal Attorney
** Certified Family Court Guardian ad Litem
** S.C. Supreme Court Certified Family Court Mediator

The Law Office of Jonathan Lewis, LLC
P.O. Box 775
Beaufort, South Carolina 29901

Columbia and the Midlands:
(803) 995-2748

Beaufort and Lowcountry:
(843) 962-7008

        

NOTICE TO COURTS, JUDGE'S CHAMBERS, AND ATTORNEYS: 
Due to attorney court scheduling if you require an immediate response within twenty
four (24) hours you MUST copy and/or write directly to my Office Manager and
Paralegal Linda Lewis (linda@lawofficeofjlewis.com).  You will consider this your
constructive notice that I have not timely received your message if my paralegal has
not been sent a copy of it, and any email that does not comply with this notice shall be
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


 
ON APPEAL FROM ALLENDALE COUNTY 


In the Court of General Sessions 


The Hon. Carmen Mullen, Circuit Court Judge 
 


 
Indict. No.  


2024-GS-03-0177 
2024-GS-03-0178 


 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 


Respondent 
 


-v- 
 


XAVIER BADGER, 
Defendant Appellant 


 
EXPLAINATION OR GROUNDS FOR APPEAL 


PURSUANT TO R. 203(d)(1)(B)(iv), SCACR 


 
THIS MATTER COMES NOW before this Honorable Court on appeal of the 


sentences imposed by the Hon. Carmen Mullen of the Allendale County Court of General 


Sessions as to the following questions of law following the sentencing of the Defendant 


Appellant. 


On or about April 14, 2026 a trial jury of the Allendale County Court of General 


Sessions found the Defendant Appellant guilty of Assault and Battery of a High and 


Aggravated Nature (ABHAN), and Possession of a Weapon During a Violent Crime.  On 


or about April 14, 2025 the Hon. Carmen Mullen held a sentencing hearing in the 


aforecaptioned matter, and sentenced the Defendant Appellant to five (5) years 
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incarceration at the South Carolina Dept. of Corrections on the count of Possession of a 


Weapon During a Violent Crime, and ten (10) years incarceration at the South Carolina 


Dept. of Corrections on the count of ABHAN.  The sentences were further ordered to be 


served concurrently.  During the course of the trial and/or sentencing Judge Mullen 


overruled trial counsel’s objections, but did take judicial notice of the objections and 


noted them made and appropriately raised and registered on the record, and therefore 


those issues are preserved for appeal before this Honorable Court. 


QUESTIONS PRESENTED 


1. Did Judge Mullen err in failing to sustain any of trial counsel's objections as to 


evidence, proceedings, or motions? 


2. Did Judge Mullen err in failing to declare a mistrial when the empaneled jury failed 


to return a unanimous verdict as to the count of Attempted Murder prior to reaching 


a verdict as to ABHAN? 


3. Did Judge Mullen err in failing to declare a mistrial when the jury returned a non-


unanimous verdict as to ABHAN, prior to the Court then directing the jury to return 


to its chambers to resume deliberations? 


4. Did Judge Mullen err in failing to charge the jury pursuant to Allen v. United States 


(the “Allen Charge”) prior to directing the jury to return to its chambers to resume 


deliberation, or at the time the Court became aware of a non-unanimous verdict as 


to Attempted Murder? 


REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
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VERY RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
This April 15, 2026 
In Beaufort, South Carolina 


//S// JONATHAN E.B. LEWIS 
____________________________________ 
Jonathan E.B. Lewis, Esq. 
The Law Office of Jonathan Lewis, LLC 
P.O. Box No. 775 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902 
(803) 995-2748 
Jonathan@lawofficeofjlewis.com 
S.C. Bar No. 103847 
For the Defendant Appellant 


 
 
Counsel of Record: 
Jonathan Lewis, Esq., Trial Defense Counsel 
Julie Kate Keeney, Esq., Counsel for the State, 14th Judicial Cir. Solicitor’s Office 








THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


 
ON APPEAL FROM ALLENDALE COUNTY 


In the Court of General Sessions 


The Hon. Carmen Mullen, Circuit Court Judge 
 


 
Indict. No.  


2024-GS-03-0177 
2024-GS-03-0178 


 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 


Respondent 
 


-v- 
 


XAVIER BADGER, 
Defendant Appellant 


 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 


 
NOW COMES the Appellant, Xavier Badger, who does so appeal the sentencing 


and/or sentencing decisions of the Hon. Carmer Mullen issued by the Court on or about 
April 14, 2026. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
This April 15, 2026 
In Beaufort, South Carolina 


//S// JONATHAN E.B. LEWIS 
____________________________________ 
Jonathan E.B. Lewis, Esq. 
The Law Office of Jonathan Lewis, LLC 
P.O. Box No. 775 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902 
(803) 995-2748 
Jonathan@lawofficeofjlewis.com 
S.C. Bar No. 103847 
For the Defendant Appellant 


Counsel of Record: 
Jonathan Lewis, Esq., Trial Defense Counsel 
Julie Kate Keeney, Esq., Counsel for the State, 14th Judicial Cir. Solicitor’s Office 








THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


 
ON APPEAL FROM ALLENDALE COUNTY 


In the Court of General Sessions 


The Hon. Carmen Mullen, Circuit Court Judge 
 


Indict. No.  
2024-GS-03-0177 
2024-GS-03-0178 


 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 


Respondent 
 


-v- 
 


XAVIER BADGER, 
Defendant Appellant 


 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 


 
I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal and Explanation for 


Grounds of Appeal on the Hon. Carmen Mullen, and Asst. Solicitor Julie 
Kate Keeney, by electronic mail to their South Carolina Supreme Court 
Attorney Information System (AIS) registered electronic mail addresses on 
this date, and as evidenced by the attached correspondence.  I further certify 
that a hard-copy of the same has been transmitted to the County Clerk of 
Court’s Office for registration in the records of the Court. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
This August, 2, 2025 
In Beaufort, South Carolina 


//S// JONATHAN E.B. LEWIS 
____________________________________ 
Jonathan E.B. Lewis, Esq. 
The Law Office of Jonathan Lewis, LLC 
P.O. Box No. 775 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902 
(803) 995-2748 
Jonathan@lawofficeofjlewis.com 
S.C. Bar No. 103847 
For the Defendant Appellant 


 







Jonathan Lewis <jonathan@lawofficeofjlewis.com>


The State v. Xavier Badger, Indict No. 2024-GS-03-0177 and 0188: Notice of Appeal,
Initial Issues on Appeal, and Cert. of Service
1 message


Jonathan Lewis <jonathan@lawofficeofjlewis.com> Wed, Apr 15, 2026 at 1:51 PM
To: "Mullen, Carmen T. Law Clerk (Micah C. Deveaux)" <CMullenLC@sccourts.org>, "Mullen, Carmen T. Secretary (Jamie
Rhett)" <cmullensc@sccourts.org>, Julie Kate Keeney <jkeeney@scsolicitor14.org>, "Carter, Wanda"
<wcarter@sccid.sc.gov>, "White, Della" <dwhite@sccid.sc.gov>
Cc: Linda Lewis <linda@lawofficeofjlewis.com>


Good Afternoon Your Honor, Madame Solicitor, and Madame Chief Appellate Defender,


Please find enclosed for your records and files the Defendant Appellant, Xavier Badger, Notice of Appeal, Initial Issues on
Appeal, and a Cert. of Service, pursuant to R. 203, SCACR.


I wish everyone a good remainder of your week, and an excellent weekend.


I am,


Very Respectfully Yours,


JL


Jonathan E.B. Lewis, Esq.
Partner and Principal Attorney
** Certified Family Court Guardian ad Litem
** S.C. Supreme Court Certified Family Court Mediator


The Law Office of Jonathan Lewis, LLC
P.O. Box 775
Beaufort, South Carolina 29901


Columbia and the Midlands:
(803) 995-2748


Beaufort and Lowcountry:
(843) 962-7008


        


NOTICE TO COURTS, JUDGE'S CHAMBERS, AND ATTORNEYS: 
Due to attorney court scheduling if you require an immediate response within twenty four (24) hours you MUST copy
and/or write directly to my Office Manager and Paralegal Linda Lewis (linda@lawofficeofjlewis.com).  You will consider
this your constructive notice that I have not timely received your message if my paralegal has not been sent a copy of it,
and any email that does not comply with this notice shall be returned when I am so able, and will be responded to in the
order received, regardless of who sent said message.


NOTICE TO CLIENTS: Do not share this email or its attachments with anyone except this law firm and its staff because
doing so may result in the loss of attorney-client privilege.


NOTICE TO POTENTIAL CLIENTS: An attorney-client relationship is not established until the attorney has signed
the written fee agreement, and the retainer payment has been paid, processed (approved), and deposited.
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GENERAL NOTICE: All recipients are hereby notified that (1) electronic mail is not secure; (2) any electronic mail sent
or received may be exposed to multiple computers and/or users in transit, and (3) interception during transit may occur
due to improper access.  The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are strictly confidential and are
intended solely for the addressee.  As this message comes from a licensed attorney, and/or a legal services firm,
the contents of this message in all instances may be legally privileged and/or considered to be classified by the United
States Federal Government. Accessing the information herein is strictly prohibited and may result in criminal or civil legal
action. This transmission is sent in trust, for the sole purpose of delivery to the intended recipient.  If you have received
this transmission in error, any use, reproduction or dissemination of this transmission is strictly prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail and destroy this dispatch and any documents
that you received with it. 


3 attachments


BADGER : GS Notice of Appeal.pdf
54K


BADGER : Issues on Appeal.pdf
66K


Proof of Service.pdf
69K
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returned when I am so able, and will be responded to in the order received, regardless
of who sent said message.

NOTICE TO CLIENTS: Do not share this email or its attachments with anyone
except this law firm and its staff because doing so may result in the loss of attorney-
client privilege.

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL CLIENTS: An attorney-client relationship is not
established until the attorney has signed the written fee agreement, and the retainer
payment has been paid, processed (approved), and deposited.

GENERAL NOTICE: All recipients are hereby notified that (1) electronic mail is not
secure; (2) any electronic mail sent or received may be exposed to multiple computers
and/or users in transit, and (3) interception during transit may occur due to improper
access.  The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are strictly
confidential and are intended solely for the addressee.  As this message comes from a
licensed attorney, and/or a legal services firm, the contents of this message in all
instances may be legally privileged and/or considered to be classified by the United
States Federal Government. Accessing the information herein is strictly prohibited
and may result in criminal or civil legal action. This transmission is sent in trust, for
the sole purpose of delivery to the intended recipient.  If you have received this
transmission in error, any use, reproduction or dissemination of this transmission is
strictly prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please
immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail and destroy this dispatch and any
documents that you received with it. 


