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Orders on Motions

4:22-cv-03887-JD Gray v.
Hingleton et al

APR 17 2006
S.C. SUPREME COURT

JURY

U.S. District Court
District of South Carolina

Notlce of Electronic Filing

"The following transaction was entered on 1/5/2026 at 1:15 PM EST and filed on 1/5/2026

Case Name: Gray v. Hingleton et al
.Case Number: = 4:22-cv-03887-JD ) ‘
Filer: ' ) T

Document Number: 91(No document attached)

Docket Text: ,
TEXT ORDER denying [87] Plaintiff's Motion for Appointment of Counsel.

There is no constitutional right to appointed counsel in civil cases. Under 28
U.S. C § 1915(e)(1), the Court may request that an attorney represent an mdlgent
Iltlgant only upon a showing of exceptional circumstances. In determining
whether such cwcumstances exist, the Court.considers whether the plaintiff has
a colorable claim and, if so, whether the plaintiff lacks the capacity to present
‘that claim in light of its complexity and the plaintiff's demonstrated abilities. See
Whisenant v. Yuam, 739 F.2d 160 (4th Cir. 1984); Jenkms V. Woodard, 109 F.4th 242
(4th Cir. 2024).

The Court has previously denied Plaintiff's requests for appointed counsel,
_including by written order applymg the Whisenant standard. See DE 58; see also DE
81. Plaintiff's present motion largely  reiterates the same grounds previously
raisedindigency, mcarceratlon, limited Iegal knowledge and law library access,
the existence of dlsputed testimony, and unsuccessful efforts to obtain.counsel.
(DE 87.) Plaintiff has not identified any material change in circumstances since

the Court's priof rulings.

The Court acknowledges that Plaintiff's claims have survived summary judgment
and are, therefore, colorable. However, based on the record as a whole, Plamtlff
has demonstrated the ability to adequately present his claims pro se. He. has filed
coherent pleadings, engaged in discovery, submitted sworn declarations and
witness statements, and successfully opposed dispositive- motions. The legal and
factual issues preserited are not so complex, nor has Plaintiff shown such a lack
of capacity, as to constitute exceptional circumstances warranting appointment
of counsel at this stage.

10f2 : : 1/5/2026, 1:15 PM
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Accordingly, Plaintiff's Motio_n for Appointment of Counsel (DE 87) is DENIED
WITHOUT PREJUDICE. The Court may reconsider the issue should circumstances
materially change. ' - ‘

iT IS'SO ORDERED. -

Signed by the Honorable Joseph Dawson, Il on 1/5/2026. (lgib, )

4:22-cv-03887-JD Notice has been-electro'nically mailed to:
Williar.n-Henry Davidson, II ~ wdavidson@dml-law.com, rsherman@dml-law.com
John Pyatt Grimes, Jr  jgrimes@dml-law.com, lIroche@dml-law.com
. —-'Zi‘;‘iz-c‘v'.’()38'87-,]])" Nbfibe w1ll niot be electronicaily ma‘i_led"to:“.*" e e T T T ;"""‘ T

“Michael N. Gray
#306062
- MCI-F5-Rm#3
- McCormick Correctional Institution
386 Redemption Way
. McCormick, SC 29899
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AGREEMENT TO DEBIT EH COOPER ACCOUNT

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

Division of ITnmate Services

Inmate’s Name: SCDC #: Housing Unit: Date: k
7hchee | Thovas 1329390 FYA 278 Oan/é//ge/J
’ GENERAL MATERIAL =
** Inmate must have the funds in his/her account to pay for the materials.
To be completed by
SCDC staff:
Item : Amount Cost
Envelope N ) _ ) h —
Pen
Paper
7
Postage -
Tape
Box
Electronic Repair
Other
Sub-Total:
LEGAL MATERIAL
** Inmate is not required to have the funds in his/her account to pay for the materials; however, his/her account must
be debited for all materials s/he elects to receive.
To be completed by
R N o 1 T CL Y e —
Item 1 Amount Cost '
Envelope
. Pen
Paper o
Postage ﬁ, l L 445 |
Other 0 ‘ k

Sub-Total:

49

. PHOTOCOPIES
** Inmate may be required to have funds in his/her account. See SCDC Procedure GA-0] .03(OP), “Inmate Access to the
Courts,” to determine if inmate may receive copies with/without funds.

I

I

|

i

|

' |

To be completed by \
SCDC stgff: _ . — j :
K ‘Cost ' \

Item Amount

’E;Igfhotécopies \

e

TOTAL

Inmate’s Signature

Mailroom/Ganteen Signature eques‘f filled by)

White - Inmate
Canary - Mailroom/Canteen Employee

. £."DCForm 10-14 (November 1998)
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