
From: Jillian Hansen
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Matt Abee; connor.jasso@nelsonmullins.com; Brian Dumas; jdpowers1031@yahoo.com; Gray Culbreath; Elsa Cruz; John Cuttino
Subject: C/A No. 2026-000263 - Powers v. Brunson, et al.
Date: Monday, April 20, 2026 2:15:49 PM
Attachments: [FINAL] Respondent Brunson"s Return to Court"s 4-9-26 Order.pdf

[FINAL] Proof of Service with Email - Return to Court"s 4-9-26 Order.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution
before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
 
Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3), SCACR and Supreme Court Order 2022-05-06-03, attached for electronic
filing please find Respondents Barbara Brunson and The Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson’s Return to
the Court’s April 9, 2026 Order in the above-referenced matter. Also attached is a Proof of Service with a
copy of our email serving same upon parties of record for whom we have valid email addresses. Please
be advised that we are in the process of serving the other parties as indicated in the Proof of Service.
 
Should the Court have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you.
 
Kind regards,
Jillian
 

Jillian Hansen
Paralegal
jhansen@gwblawfirm.com

Gallivan, White & Boyd P.A.
1201 Main Street | Suite 1200 | Columbia SC 29201
803 724 1702 Direct | 803 779 1833 Main | 803 779 1767 Fax
Mailing Post Office Box 7368 | Columbia SC 29202

vCard | BioURL | Website

This message is from the law firm Gallivan, White & Boyd, PA
and may be a confidential and privileged legal communication
to the named recipient(s). If you receive this message in error
or are not the named recipient(s), please notify the sender
and delete this email. Thank you.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
 ___________________ 


 
APPEAL FROM FAIRFIELD COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


The Honorable Brian M. Gibbons, Judicial Circuit Court Judge 
___________________ 


 
Appellate Case No. 2026-000263 


___________________ 
 


Estate of Robert E. Powers Jr., Jennifer D. Powers, Personal Representative, 
..................................................................................................................Appellant, 
 


v. 
 


The Hon. Bradley Caulder as an individual, Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson, as 
guardian ad litem for Robert Edward Powers, Jr., Barbara Brunson, individual, 
Family Services, Inc., d/b/a Origin SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr., 
Caprice Atterbury, as an individual, Traci Strickland, as an individual, Leslie P. 
Taylor, as Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, individual, Attorney 
Brian Dumas, individual, and Attorney Brandon Keith Poston, individual,
............................................................................................................Respondents. 


___________________ 
 


RETURN TO COURT’S APRIL 9, 2026 ORDER  
BY RESPONDENTS LAW OFFICE OF BARBARA E. BRUNSON, AS 


GUARDIAN AD LITEM FOR ROBERT E. POWERS, JR., and BARBARA 
BRUNSON, INDIVIDUALLY 


___________________ 
 


 On April 9, 2026, this Court issued an order directing the parties to file and serve 


memoranda addressing the status of Jennifer D. Powers (“Powers”) as an “aggrieved party” and 


whether the Estate of Robert E. Powers (”Estate”) is a party to this appeal. The following is the 


response of the Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson, as Guardian Ad Litem for Robert Edward 


Powers, Jr. and Barbara Brunson Individually (hereinafter “Brunson”). 


 These actions arise from two matters filed in 2023 in the Fairfield County Probate Court 


originally styled In the Matter of Robert Edward Powers, Jr. At some point Powers was appointed 
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as Personal Representative of the Estate. At no time was Powers named as an individual party in 


the litigation. 


In April of 2025, Brunson was added to the caption of this matter unilaterally without either 


consent or an order of the Court. When Brunson was added to the caption of this matter in Probate 


Court without consent or a motion in 2025, the caption only named the Estate of Robert E. Powers, 


Jr., Jennifer D. Powers, Personal Representative. At no time has Jennifer D. Powers been listed as 


an individual party in the Probate Court, the Circuit Court or the Court of Appeals. Powers drafted 


the pleadings and she chose not to name herself as a party; instead, she named herself as a Personal 


Representative of the Estate only. An Estate is defined under South Carolina law as “the property 


of the decedent, trust, or other person whose affairs are subject to this Code. . . . S.C. Code § 62-


1-201(11). An Estate is a separate legal entity with interests other than those of Powers 


individually. The only party in this case is the Estate of Robert Powers.1 


A. Powers is not an aggrieved party 


The first question posed by this Court’s April 9, 2026 order is whether Powers is an 


aggrieved party. Because Powers individually is not a party, she is not an aggrieved party. 


 Beginning with Bivens v. Knight, 254 SC 10, 173 SE 2d 150, 157 (1970), the Supreme 


Court has interpreted “aggrieved party” for the purposes of an appeal as “a person who is aggrieved 


by the judgment or decree when it operates on his rights or property or bears directly upon his 


interest.” At issue in Bivens was whether or not a husband who was a named party to the action 


could appeal a judgment that only affected the rights of his wife, who was a non-party. The 


Supreme Court ruled the husband could not. Here, the only party named in this action is the Estate 


of Robert Powers. Powers is not and has never been a named party independent of her status as a 


 
1 As set forth in Brunson’s March 9, 2026 return to a previous motion of Powers, pro se litigants cannot proceed in a 
representative capacity. Brown v. Coe, 365 S.C. 137, 142, 616 S.E. 2d 705,706 (2005). 
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personal representative and hence cannot be an aggrieved party under the rational of Bivens. In 


order to be an aggrieved party, one first must be a party to the litigation which Powers is not. To 


the extent that the outcome on appeal affects the interest of Powers, she is not a party much like 


the wife in Bivens was not. To the extent that she is seeking to adjudicate or protect some right of 


hers individually, the result is the same as Bivens. Further, as contemplated by Rule 201(b), 


SCACR, in order to be an aggrieved party one must be a party in the first instance. Here, Powers 


is not a party hence she cannot be an aggrieved party. The rule is clear that being a party is a 


necessary predicate to bringing an appeal of a judgement, order, sentence or decision. Accordingly, 


Powers is not an aggrieved party. 


B. For the Purposes of the Court’s Question, it Appears that the Estate is Named as a Party 


The captions from the Probate Court to this Court list the Estate as a Party. While the 


incomprehensible filings by the Estate do not appear to articulate an order, judgment, or decision 


from which it is aggrieved, the Estate is the only party which is an Appellant.  However, 


notwithstanding its potential status as a party, the Estate cannot be represented by a non-lawyer. 


This issue was previously briefed to this Court in Brunson’s March 9 return to Estate’s Amended 


Notice of Appeals asking this Court to dismiss this appeal. Therefore, while the Estate is potentially 


a party, it is unclear what it is appealing and it cannot be represented by Powers, a non-lawyer. 


CONCLUSION 


 In summary, Brunson answers the question as follows: Powers is not an aggrieved party 


and based on the pleadings and record before the Court.  The Estate of Robert Powers is a party, 


but it is unclear what it seeks to appeal. However, under no circumstances can it be represented by 


a non-lawyer. 
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Respectfully submitted, 


 s/Gray T. Culbreath 
Gray T. Culbreath (SC Bar No. 11907) 
John E. Cuttino (SC Bar No. 1519) 
GALLIVAN WHITE & BOYD, P.A. 
Post Office Box 7368 
1201 Main Street, Suite 1200 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
gculbreath@gwblawfirm.com  
jcuttino@gwblawfirm.com  
 
Attorneys for Respondents Barbara Brunson, 
Individually, and The Law Office of Barbara E. 
Brunson, as guardian ad litem for Robert 
Edward Powers, Jr. 
 


April 20, 2026 








THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
 ___________________ 


 
APPEAL FROM FAIRFIELD COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


The Honorable Brian M. Gibbons, Judicial Circuit Court Judge 
___________________ 


 
Appellate Case No. 2026-000263 


___________________ 
 


Estate of Robert E. Powers Jr., Jennifer D. Powers, Personal Representative, 
..................................................................................................................Appellant, 
 


v. 
 


The Hon. Bradley Caulder as an individual, Law Office of Barbara E. Brunson, as 
guardian ad litem for Robert Edward Powers, Jr., Barbara Brunson, individual, 
Family Services, Inc., d/b/a Origin SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr., 
Caprice Atterbury, as an individual, Traci Strickland, as an individual, Leslie P. 
Taylor, as Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr., Leslie P. Taylor, individual, Attorney 
Brian Dumas, individual, and Attorney Brandon Keith Poston, individual,
............................................................................................................Respondents. 


___________________ 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
___________________ 


 
This is to certify that the undersigned counsel has caused to be served this day the original 


Return to Court’s April 9, 2026 Order via electronic mail to the address stated in the Supreme 


Court Order 2022-05-06-03 and in accordance with Rule 262, SCACR and additionally to the 


following parties of record in this matter as set forth on the following page. 


 


  







Jennifer E. Powers, Jr. 
708 Chester Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
jdpowers1031@yahoo.com 
Plaintiff/Appellant Pro Se – served via electronic mail & USPS 
 
The Honorable Bradley Caulder, Probate Court Judge 
Fairfield County Probate Court 
260 Bratton Street 
Winnsboro, SC 29180 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via USPS only 
 
Family Services, Inc. d/b/a Origin SC, as Conservator for Robert E. Powers, Jr. 
c/o Tracy Strickland, as Registered Agent 
8084 Rivers Avenue, Suite 100 
North Charleston, SC 29410 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via USPS only 
 
Caprice Atterbury, CEO 
Family Services Inc. d/b/a Origin SC 
8084 Rivers Avenue, Suite 100 
North Charleston, SC 29410 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via USPS only 
 
Tracy Strickland, Director 
Family Services Inc. d/b/a Origin SC 
8084 Rivers Avenue, Suite 100 
North Charleston, SC 29410 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via USPS only 
 
Leslie P. Taylor, individually and as Guardian for Robert E. Powers, Jr. 
831 Williams Circle 
West Columbia, SC 29172 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via USPS only 
 
Brian Dumas, Esq. 
718 Clemson Road 
Columbia, SC 29229 
brian@briandumasattorney.com 
Defendant/Respondent Pro Se – served via electronic mail & USPS 
 
Matthew A. Abee, Esq. 
Connor T. Jasso, Esq. 
Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough, LLP 
1320 Main Street, 17th Floor 
Post Office Box 11070 (29211-1070) 
Columbia, SC 29201  
matt.abee@nelsonmullins.com 
connor.jasso@nelsonmullins.com  
Attorneys for Defendant/Respondent Brandon Keith Poston, Esq. – served via SC Courts E-filing Portal 
& electronic mail 







Respectfully submitted, 


 s/Gray T. Culbreath 
Gray T. Culbreath (SC Bar No. 11907) 
John E. Cuttino (SC Bar No. 1519) 
GALLIVAN WHITE & BOYD, P.A. 
Post Office Box 7368 
1201 Main Street, Suite 1200 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
gculbreath@gwblawfirm.com  
jcuttino@gwblawfirm.com  
 
Attorneys for Respondents Barbara Brunson, 
Individually, and The Law Office of Barbara E. 
Brunson, as guardian ad litem for Robert 
Edward Powers, Jr. 
 


April 20, 2026 
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Jillian Hansen


From: Jillian Hansen
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2026 2:14 PM
To: 'matt.abee@nelsonmullins.com'; 'connor.jasso@nelsonmullins.com'; 'Brian Dumas'; 


'jdpowers1031@yahoo.com'
Cc: Gray Culbreath; John Cuttino; Elsa Cruz
Subject: Powers v. Brunson, et al. - Return to Court's April 9, 2026 Order
Attachments: [FINAL] Respondent Brunson's Return to Court's 4-9-26 Order.pdf; [FINAL] Proof of 


Service - Return to Court's 4-9-26 Order.pdf


Categories: GTC


Good afternoon, 
 
Attached hereto and served upon you, please find Respondents Barbara Brunson and The Law OƯice of 
Barbara E. Brunson’s Return to the Court’s April 9, 2026 Order which will be submitted to the South 
Carolina Court of Appeals today. A copy of this message will be aƯixed to the Proof of Service, which will 
also be submitted today. 
 
Kind regards, 
Jillian 
 


 


Jillian Hansen
 


Paralegal 
jhansen@gwblawfirm.com
 


Gallivan, White & Boyd P.A. 
1201 Main Street | Suite 1200  | Columbia  SC   29201
 


803 724 1702 Direct |  803 779 1833 Main | 803 779 1767 Fax 
  


Mailing  Post Office Box 7368 |  Columbia  SC   29202
 


vCard  | BioURL |  Website
 


  


This message is from the law firm Gallivan, White & Boyd, PA 
and may be a confidential and privileged legal communication 
to the named recipient(s). If you receive this message in error 
or are not the named recipient(s), please notify the sender 
and delete this email. Thank you. 
   


 


     






